
Two additional laurels were recently added to the 
United Arab Emirates' book. The Global Happiness 
Report 2015 placed our beloved homeland at the 
top of the Middle East region's countries in terms 
of efficiency, protection of the environment, the 
proportion of happy people and social welfare. And, 
for the second year running, the UAE came as the 
largest donor of official development aid in 2014 
in proportion to its gross national income as per a 
report compiled by the committee of development 
assistance at the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development.

Accolades are the outcome of much dedication 
and toil at the national and international levels. 
Seen from a local perspective, they are evidence 
that our government was able to translate its 
economic development and fortune into advanced 
services and facilities that meet the ambitions and 
expectations of the people and contribute to their 
happiness. From an international perspective, they 
emphasise the UAE's commitment to its global 
humanitarian role and its respect to its founding 
principles, entrenching its reputation as a paragon 
of humanitarian action.

Two additional honours bestowed upon our 
nation, two additional tributes to the wisdom and 
insightfulness of our leadership that has embarked 
on a journey to achieve the impossible. They are 
two additional sources of honour for our people 
that prides itself on belonging to this nation and its 
allegiance to its leadership.

The United Arab Emirates continues to make 
strides along the path of benevolence and goodness 
at home and around the world, proving that 
humanitarian action and internal development can 
indeed go hand in hand. Our wise leadership has 
never contended in its domestic accomplishments 
nor has it ever turned its back on the misfortunes 
of others elsewhere. On the contrary, since its early 
days, the UAE has unconditionally stood by those 

afflicted by crises and disasters of all kinds and 
forms, offering a helping hand to those in need, 
wherever they may be, regardless of nationality, 
race or religion, driven by a solid commitment to its 
humanitarian values and principles.

Walking on the footsteps of the nation's founding 
father Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may he 
rest in peace, our wise leaderships continues its 
journey of development and humanitarian action, 
under the guidance of the President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and the close 
follow up of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai, and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan Crown Prince of 
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces.

The true value of a nation isn't measured in the 
fortunes and capabilities at its disposal, but rather 
in the way it chooses to invest these capabilities 
and fortunes to serve individuals and human 
development. The UAE's track record in this domain 
can't be denied. It has made Emiratis happiness, 
future and welfare the main focus of its development 
plans and strategies. No efforts have been spared 
to ensure the Emirati population's advancement 
and enabling them to contribute efficiently to the 
evolution of their country. In parallel, the UAE 
has been keen on empowering others elsewhere in 
the world, offering assistance in times of need and 
supporting development plans.

The United Arab Emirates is setting the standard 
for veritable humanitarian assistance that seeks to 
ensure the welfare of all peoples for the sake of 
humanity.

Editorial

Two Additional Medals of Excellence
in Humanitarian and Development Assistance
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Camp David summit confirms Washington's preparedness to work with GCC 
to deter any external threat to their territorial integrity

Mohammed Bin Zayed:
the security of the Arabian Gulf

essential to the stability of the world

Strategic partnership
Sheikh Mohammed asserted that the US is a 

key strategic partner for the GCC and has vital 
role in maintaining the security and stability in 
the region, given its global weight, central role, 
and mutual interests between the two sides, as 
well as joint cooperation and close partnership. 
He pointed out that this important historical 
stage requires all of us in the Gulf states, and 
in cooperation with our friends around the 
world, to develop a framework of cooperation 
that serves mutual interests, and establishes a 
new phase that takes into account new threats 
and challenges. His Highness went on to say: 
“We have succeeded together through the 
constructive cooperation in the Arab coalition, 
and with the help of friends through Operation 
Restore Hope in Yemen, to abort the regional 
projects that sought to sow chaos, destruction 
and strife in the region." And he added: “The 

international community, mainly the US, must 
realise that the security of the Arabian Gulf is 
closely tied to global security, for this reason it 
is vital to develop a transparent and clear vision 
to serve all parties, to ensure peace, stability 
and development.” 

Protect the region from potential threats
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan emphasised the GCC’s firm 
decision to protect the Arabian Gulf region free 
from any strategic or security threats especially 
as a final nuclear deal between Tehran and 
the United States and the West has yet to be 
reached. He expressed confidence that the US 
would understand the GCC’s concerns “in 
light of the turmoil, sectarian conflicts and the 
spread of terrorist groups and their affiliated 
organisations”.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces stressed that the Gulf region's security 
is "essential for global stability in view of its economic, political and strategic significance 
to global security." During the recent Camp David summit meeting between the leaders of 
the GCC and the US, His Highness stressed that the United Arab Emirates, along with other 
GCC states, is well aware of its responsibility in maintaining the safety and the vitality of 
the region, and it has indeed managed to employ its capacities and capabilities to counter 
challenges and risks at various stages.

 Joint statement
A joint statement, issued at the conclusion 

of the summit, confrims the US is prepared “to 
work jointly with the GCC states to deter and 
confront an external threat to any GCC state's 
territorial integrity that is inconsistent with the 
UN Charter. In the event of such aggression or 
the threat of such aggression, the United States 
stands ready to work with our GCC partners 
to determine urgently what action may be 
appropriate, using the means at our collective 
disposal, including the potential use of military 
force, for the defence of our GCC partners.”

The United States and the GCC shall work 
together to counteract Iranian lans to destabilise 
the region, the statement said. And they agree 
that a comprehensive nuclear deal with Iran 
ultimately serves the security interests of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council. For its part Washington 
shall expedite the delivery of weapons to Gulf 
states, and Mr. Obama would send a delegation 
to the region in the coming weeks to discuss the 
details. An annex to the statement included that 
the GCC states pledge to build missile defence 
capabilities across the region, including an 

early warning system, with technical assistance 
from the US. The closing statement stressed the 
need to quickly shift from military operations to 
a political process in Yemen.

 
Obama: transparent and fruitful talks
For his part, US President Barack Obama 

referred to the Gulf leaders as "close allies in the 
region.” And he went on to add: “Thanks to our 
cooperation, we were able to deal with terrorism, 
nuclear proliferation and many conflicts.” He 
said that the talks were transparent and fruitful 
and discussed the Iranian nuclear programme, 
the Syrian crisis, the situation in Yemen and 
counter-terrorism. file, but to work together to 
prevent Iran from producing nuclear weapons, 
and the face of their activities to destabilize the 
region. "The United States will stand by our 
GCC partners against external attack and will 
deepen and extend cooperation that we have," 
Obama stated.

He concluded by accepting the Gulf leaders’ 
invitation to a follow-up summit in the region 
next year to review progress.

wam
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For the second year in a 
row, the UAE topped the global 
list of donors to development 
projects abroad for 2014 with 
18 billion dirhams in aid, 
equivalent to 1.17 per cent of its 
gross national income.

The Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development’s development 
assistance committee announced 
that preliminary data on 
countries that have donated 
official development aid in 2014 
shows that the UAE was the 
biggest donor of aid in proportion 
to its gross national income. The 
committee’s statement added that the UAE’s 
donations in 2014 are the largest by any country 
in proportion to its GNI.

The committee’s report said Sweden was 
second in the list of big donors, giving 1.10 
per cent of its GNI; followed by Luxembourg 
with 1.07 per cent; Norway with 0.99 per cent; 
Denmark with 0.85 per cent; UK with 0.71 per 
cent; and the Netherlands with 0.64 per cent.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, Vice 
President and Ruler of Dubai said: “This 
confirms the UAE’s commitment to its global 

development mission and to the principles 
on which this nation was founded. We will 
continue to reinforce our position as a global 
hub for humanitarian relief for all those in need 
of our help.”

And he added “The President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and 
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces have boosted the UAE to first rank 
globally among donors of official humanitarian 
aid, they are the knights of humanitaian aid.”

“The UAE is led by benevolent people. 
We expect nothing in return for we are driven 
and guided by the principles of Islam and our 
Emirati national values,” 
Sheikh Mohammed said.

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed, 
Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the Armed 
Forces, said the UAE was 
following the lead set by 
Sheikh Zayed, the founding 
Father of the Nation.

He said the UAE has 
created a new reality and 
a new roadmap for donor 

states in the world. “The announcement of 
the UAE as the world’s largest donor country 
of official development assistance testifies to 

the determination and sound 
vision of our wise leadership, 
as represented by Sheikh 
Khalifa, towards joining in 
international efforts … to 
help create a better, decent 
life for humanity.

His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan stressed that the UAE 
is a key and active partner in 
development programmes 
around the world. “The UAE 
has made many achievements 
in charitable and 

UAE aid totalled Dh18billion, or 1.17 per cent of its gross national income
UAE tops global list of donors

to development projects abroad
Mohammed bin 

Rashid: The UAE is led 
by benevolent people. 

We expect nothing 
in return for we are 
driven and guided 
by the principles of 

Islam and our Emirati 
national values.
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humanitarian fields, and was 
able to contribute to healing 
the wounds of those affected 
by crises and humanitarian 
disasters, and those suffering 
from poverty and the risk of 
famine, and those displaced 
by wars and conflicts, as well 
as the victims of diseases and 
epidemics.”

“Today, we witness the 
positive outcomes of the UAE’s 
development projects and 
humanitarian support channels 
throughout the world’s regions 
and countries,” he said. 
“Such projects and channels 
were built on the UAE’s 
humanitarian mission and ethical responsibility 
towards the needy and the disaster-stricken.”

He asserted that this advanced ranking 
in humanitarian and charitable action is 
attributed to the Emirati people’s goodness and 
generosity, which are basic components of their 
identity. His Highness confirmed that the UAE 
continues to play an active role in coordination 
and cooperation with all institutions of the 
international community. He expressed his 
appreciation to the institutions, bodies and 
individuals who contributed to this prestigious 
accolade for the UAE.

Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for Presidential Affairs, 
said the UAE’s top ranking was evidence of the 
country’s leadership in setting the agenda for 
international development. The humanitarian 
vision set by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al Nahyan in view of providing assistance and 
aid to developing countries and underprivileged 
communities is alive today.

The UAE was not hindered 
by its domestic development 
challenges and continued 
with its humanitarian role 
and participation abroad, 
Sheikh Mansour said. And 
he emphasised the need 
to support creativity and 
innovation in humanitarian 
action and to create 
programmes addressed to 
UAE donor institutions to 
enhance their capabilities 
and efforts.

For his part, His Highness 
Sheikh Hamdan bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler's 

Representative in the Western Region and 
Chairman of the Red Crescent Authority said 
the UAE under the leadership of His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan has 
become a major player in development and 
humanitarian fields.

He said “this achievement for the second year 
in a row confirms the UAE’s commitment to its 
development and humanitarian responsibilities 
towards brotherly and friendly peoples.” He 
added that “the UAE, as always, leads the way 
to help our brothers and friends, making it 
thebiggest donor of development aid, thanks to 
the vision of its leadership.”

He also asserted that the UAE considers the 
world’s community as one body, if one member 
falters, the rest of the body falter with it. Any 
humanitarian catastrophe in any part of the 
world will surely have a negative impact on 
the humanitarian and development situation in 
general throughout the world.

The UAE ranked first 
among Arab and Middle 
Eastern countries in the 
World Happiness Report 
2015 released in April.

The UAE had ranked in 
an advanced position on 
the global happiness index 
in 2014, which includes 
151 countries according 
to a report by Move Hap 
published by "Time" 
magazine Foundation. 

The report based its 
rankings on criteria like 
efficiency, life expectancy, 
environmental conservation 
and protection, the number of 
the overall happy people and 
social welfare with 20 to 65 
points on the index.

In 2013, the UAE topped the list of the 
happiest of Arab countries, according to the 
second survey of the United Nations. In 2012, 
the UAE topped four Arab countries on the list 
of the happiest people in the world.

The world happiness report, which was first 
released in 2012, is produced by the Earth 
Institute at Columbia University in the United 
States. It covers 156 countries.

The ranking process takes into considetation 
indicatos such as the standard of living, the 
quality of life in the UAE compared to other 
nations, especially Middle East and North 
African nations. The United Arab Emirates 
topped the list of nations with significant 

comprehensive development, not only in terms 
of economic development and progress, but 
also in terms of the level of social development 
and the social aspects of economic progress. 

The new top rank is conclusive evidence that 
the economic development achieved by the 
state is automatically converted into services 
and advanced facilities that meet the aspirations 
of the population.

The UAE’s classification among countries 
with significantly high human development in 
the UNDP report sums up its major development 
achievements, comparable to those of the most 
developed nations around the world.

Mohammed 
bin Zayed: this 

advanced ranking in 
humanitarian and 
charitable action 

is attributed to the 
Emirati people’s 

goodness and 
generosity, which are 
basic components of 

their identity

First among Arab States and in the Middle East 

A new global accolade...
UAE happiest Arab Country in 2015
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The recognition was announced at the 25th 
edition of the “Environmental Protection is a 
Must” conference, held in Alexandria from 
May 16 to 18. 

Dr. Mohammad Yousuf Al Midfai, Executive 
Director of the Integrated Environment Policy 
and Planning Section at the Environment 
Agency-Abu Dhabi (EAD), received the award 
on behalf of the emirate. 

His Excellency Dr. Rashid Ahmad bin 
Fahad, Minister of Environment and Water said 
the laurel comes in recognition of the efforts 
of the emirate as many of the environmental 
initiatives launched from Abu Dhabi have 
contributed to the development and promotion 
of environmental action not only in the UAE, 
but also regionally and internationally. Many of 
these initiatives are inspiring at all levels, like 
the environmental footprint initiative, the Abu 
Dhabi Global Environmental Data Initiative 
and Masdar as well as many other global 
programmes and projects.

For his part, His Excellency Saeed Eid 
Al Ghafli, Chairman of the Department of 
Municipal Affairs noted that the achievements 

of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and the constant 
evolution in the field of environmental 
protection are owed to the keenness of our wise 
leadership to achieve a delicate balance between 
development and sustainable exploitation of 
resources and promote the concepts and values ​​
of sustainable development.

He pointed out that over the past years, the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi has made great strides in 
the field of preservation of the environment and 
the development of resources and the promotion 
of sustainable development principles. Abu 
Dhabi Municipality’s approach is in line with 
Abu Dhabi Government’s environmental 
vision, which gives special and careful attention 
to the environment as an essential element of 
sustainable development.

Razan Khalifa Al Mubarak, the Secretary 
General of the Environment Agency- Abu 
Dhabi said she was proud that Abu Dhabi was 
named Arab environment capital for 2015. 
She noted that this award is a translation of 
the joint efforts of public and private bodies 
and institutions that pay great attention to the 
environment as per the directives of the wise 
leadership of the United Arab Emirates.

The United Arab Emirates received a new accolade as it was named Capital of Arab 
Environment 2015 by the general secretariat of the Organisation of Islamic Capitals and Cities 
and the European-Arab Cooperation Centre in appreciation of its excellence in the field of 
environmental protection and in recognition of the UAE’s environmental protection efforts.

In its closing statement last April, the forum 
said Muslim communities are suffering daily 
destruction, bloodshed and hainous crimes 
committed in the name of Islam, tarnishing the 
reputation of more than two billion Muslims 
around the world and causing them persecution 
and hostility.

The three-day forum, which was held in 
Abu Dhabi and was attended by H.H. Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nhyan, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, decided to organise a seminar on 
the criminalisation of excommunication during 
the current year, and to hold scientific courses 
for the consolidation of the jurisprudence of 
peace in different parts of the world. 

The forum, which hosted the largest gathering 
of Muslim scholars, called for the reassessment 
of outdated religious laws and orders and for 
the revival of jurisprudence.

Scholars agreed to call for the introduction 
of the concepts of peace in education curriculae 
in Muslim communities, as well as for the 

establishment of bodies and ministries for 
reconciliation and peace in countries in turmoil.

The closing recommenations also called for 
expedited field action plans to start workshops 
in Muslim communities that aim to protect 
societies from the ideologies of violence and 
extremism and foster dialogue between youth 
and scholars.

Recommendations included the call to 
activate the role of Muslim women in serving 
peace within the family and the community 
and in all walks of life, and the need to allocate 
funds to ensure the outreach of awareness 
efforts through social media.

The forum called on states and international 
organisations to enforce UN resolutions 
criminalising religious persecution. It also 
called on global media to pledge to respect all 
religions. It urged Muslims to avoid aggressive 
and violent reactions that make things worse 
and add to their issues.

Called for the introduction of concepts of peace in education curricula
The Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies:
No alternative for renewing the religious rhetoric

The Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies emphasised that there is no alternative 
for the renewal of religion, reassessment of outdated religious laws and orders, and putting an 
end to excommunication. The forum stressed that the time has come for Muslims to reconcile 
with their states, to build their capacities and cooperate for righteousness and piety, and aspire 
to leadership in order to restore the Muslim Nation’s standing. Muslim communities are invited 
to rediscover the genuine course that has been overshadowed by deep shifts in recent centuries.

wam

By the Organisation of Islamic Capitals and Cities
And the European-Arab Cooperation Centre

Abu Dhabi named Arab environment capital for 2015
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His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum immediately ordered aid to be 
sent to Nepal. For his part, speaking at the 
United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs’ meeting for the 
elief of Nepal, Ambassador Obaid Salem Al 
Zaabi, Permanent Representative of the UAE 
at the United Nations in Geneva and other 
international organisations in Switzerland, 
stressed the UAE’s solidarity and with the 
victims as evidenced by the country’s quick 
action to the relief of Nepal. 

UN: A lesson to be learned for Nepal
 The Assistant Secretary-General for the 

Office of the United Nations Development 
Programme, Magdy Martinez Soliman said 
Nepal must follow the example of earthquake-
hit countries like Mexico and strictly enforce 
existing building laws as it prepares to rebuild. 
He stressed that good urban planning is vital 
in disaster-prone areas, “That is what the 
Mexicans learned once they were hit in 1985 – 
they never did the mistakes again. They planned 
in an orderly fashion, their building codes were 

absolutely stringent and the building codes 
were enforced.”

He explained that "the problem in Nepal 
is not legislative, but rather enforcement and 
implementation of the laws.”

Three successive earthquakes hit Nepal in 
the span of two weeks, the first and strongest on 
April 25th occurred 77 kilometres north-west of 
the capital Kathmandu, and 68 kilometers east 
of the tourist city of Pokhara, with a magnitude 
of 7.9 on the Richter scale. It was felt in New 
Delhi and northern India. Witnesses and media 
reports said that the the quake lasted between 
30 seconds and two minutes. In neighbouring 
India, the director general of the Indian sector 
of Meteorology said that the tremors were felt 
throughout all of northern India.

Kathmandu turned to ruins
The earthquake was widely destructive. 

Frantic Kathmandu residents fled their homes. 
The Agence France-Presse correspondent in 
the area said he saw entire homes collapse 
and families gathered in the squares. A large 

Fatalities exacerbated due to fragile buildings

Nepal Earthquake: strongest in more than 
80 years More than 22,600 casualties

UAE orders Aid Bridge and sends medical
and rescue teams to help victims

An earthquake measuring 7.9 on the Richter scale rocked the Nepalese capital Kathmandu, 
late last April. It was the heaviest earthquake to hit the country for more than 80 years. Two 
weeks later, as the afflicted population was still coming out of the impact of the disaster, two 
additional earthquake occurred, three minutes apart, of magnitudes of 7.3 and 6.3 degrees 
respectively. More than 8,600 people were killed and more than 14,000 wounded, and about 
750 are still missing. At least 756 thousand homes and buildings in Nepal were damaged. The 
effects of the earthquake were felt in India and China, where some 100 people were killed.

wam
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Nations and the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and a number 
of international humanitarian organisations.

Her Highness Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak, 
President of the General Women's Union 
and Supreme Chairperson of the Family 
Development Foundation, Chairperson of 
the Supreme Council for Motherhood and 
Childhood, Mother of the Nation, donated five 
million dirhams for the relief of victims of the 
disaster.

And with close follow-up from H.H. 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler's 
Representative in the Western Region and 
Chairman of the Red Crescent Authority, the 
ERC ordered an aid convoy that included 

100 trucks from India to Nepal carrying 1200 
tons of various relief items for victims of the 
earthquake. 

As per the initiative of Zayed Charitable 
Foundation, a volunteer Emirati medical team 
ran a field hospital in Nepal, in collaboration 
with Kathmandu University Hospital, to 
provide care and diagnostic and therapeutic 
services for victims. For its part,  the Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan Humanitarian Foundation 
sent shipments of humanitarian aid to victims 
of the earthquake, and a team of rescue workers 
to India and another to Nepal.

The Interior Ministry sent its search and 
rescue squad to Nepal to participate in the 
international operations of search and rescue.

number of fatalities was due to the fragile and 
poor building criteria in the Nepalese capital, 
where many wooden Hindu temples can be 
found.

The historic Dharahara tower, a landmark in 
Nepal's capital of Kathmandu, collapsed. Its 
rubble trapped around 200 people. A source in 
the Department of Tourism in Nepal reported 
that an avalanche caused by the earthquake 
occurred in the Mount Everest killing ten people 
that were climbing in the area. Kathmandu 
International Airport was also closed for 
security reasons.

In the wake of the disaster, the Prime 
Minister of Nepal appealed to the world to 
provide urgent relief assistance. He said his 
government is doing its utmost in rescue and 
relief operations and that it was a trying time 
for Nepal.

For its part, the United Nations made an 
urgent appeal to the international community 
to provide emergency aid to the tune of 415 
million dollars, to the quake’s hundreds of 
thousands of victims. The UN said that helping 
people in Nepal, one of the poorest countries 

in Asia, requires a long and arduous effort. The 
United Nations representative in Nepal Jamie 
McGoldirik said that "this will be a prolonged 
job. We need three months to meet relief needs 
before we can go into recovery and and start 
the rebuilding process."

Emirati urgent aid
As usual, the United Arab Emirates was 

quick to respond to the humanitarian appeal. As 
per the directives of the President His Highness 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime 
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, and pursuant to 
the orders of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu 
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces to provide urgent humanitarian 
assistance to those affected by the earthquake in 
Nepal, the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
Foundation for Charitable and Humanitarian 
Action established an operations centre to 
manage relief and humanitarian assistance 
operations, in coordination with the United 

Seismologists have warned that Nepal’s 
location at the convergence of two tectonic 
plates makes it more prone to earthquakes. 
These scientists warn today that several areas 
around the world may be prone to highly 
destructive earthquakes. US Time daily 
published a Map showing earthquake-prone 
areas around the world. It included:

 
● Tehran - Iran:

The Iranian capital Tehran is located near 
three major fault lines. It was built on deposits 
that cannot hold buildings if the ground 
were shaking. The city grew rapidly and 
wasn’t equipped with earthquake-resistant 
buildings. A Reuters report  said that despite 
the Iranian authorities efforts to encourage 
people to move out of the city, offering 
them financial incentives in 2010, the city 
continues to be heavily populated, facing the 
threat of an earthquake of a magnitude of no 
less than 6.0 degrees in the coming decades.

● Istanbul - Turkey:
According to a World Bank report, more 

than 100 thousand people died in Turkey, as a 
result of earthquakes in the twentieth century. 
However, Turkey has put considerable effort 
to strengthen public buildings in Istanbul, 
the city with the largest proportion of the 
population in all of Turkey. A study conducted 
in 2000 showed a 60 per cent chance that the 
city would be hit by a powerful earthquake 
in 2030.

 ● Los Angeles - United States of America:
Los Angeles is one of the most crowded 

cities in the United States, it has devoted a 
lot of resources to prevent casualties in the 
event of an earthquake. However, even the 
cities that spend a lot of time and money in 
preparing for earthquakes will not be fully 
able to fend off risks in the event of an 
earthquake. According to the US Geological 
Foundation, Los Angeles faces the risk of an 
earthquake of a magnitude of 6.7 or more in 
the year 2038.

Which are the most earthquake-prone countries?
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We have at our disposal 
qualified volunteer staff 
to work in emergencies 

and disasters
Our programmes and 
projects are funded 
by donations from 

individuals

His Excellency Dr. 
Mohammed Ateeq Al Falahi
Secretary General of the 

UAE Red Crescent Authority
To “ ”

ERC’s initiatives, the viability of 
its programmes and their direct 
impact on the lives warranted 

international recognition

His Excellency Dr. 
Mohammed Ateeq Al Falahi, 
the Secretary General of the 
UAE Red Crescent Authority 
said the ERC works on all 
scenes and is well accepted 
by all as representative of 
the UAE which maintains 
healthy relations with all 
countries and peoples and 
whose positions are clear 
to all. The UAE is active 
in all directions for purely 
humanitarian purposes, and 
as such has gained acceptance 
and respect which have spared 
the Red Crescent a great deal 
of trouble in sensitive zones, 
he said. 

Speaking to Taware’e wa 
Azamat, Dr. Al Falahi said the 
ERC’s initiatives since the outset 
of its journey as well as the 
viability of its programmes and 
their direct impact on the lives 
of people undoubtedly underlie 
such recognition. The moral 
value of this membership is the 
appreciation of our efforts by the 
international community and the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies (IFRC). In no time at all, the UAE Red Crescent 
Authority became one of the national humanitarian 
associations within the international movement, in 
addition to sitting on the governing board of the IFRC 
for two consecutive terms and on a number of the IFRC’s 
specialised committees.

He went on to praise the vital role of the National 
Emergency, Crisis and Disasters Management Authority 

and said even though the UAE enjoys stability and 
security, it is essential to be prepared early on and be 
ready for any disaster; hence, the role of the NCEMA 
and its members, which consist of the different relevant 
authorities including the Red Crescent. NCEMA has set 
the tasks and competences of each of its members in its 
strategy and convenes regular meetings and discussions 
to activate the mechanisms of cooperation, coordination, 
exchange of expertise and information and improvement 
of field competence under its umbrella.
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The Secretary General of the Emirates Red Crescent 
Authority explained that in times of disasters and crises, 
the ERC focuses on urgent relief including food supplies, 
medical care and shelter. 

Here-below is the interview: 

▪ Where are the UAE Red Crescent 
Authority’s most recent 
activities concentrated?

● The UAE Red Crescent 
Authority is currently present 
in a number of areas struggling 
humanitarian crises: Its relief 
teams have rushed to the help of 
those affected by the earthquakes 
that hit Nepal on April 25th and 
May 12th 2015 as soon as the 
first earthquake hit the country, 
providing food, shelter and 
medical aid to the victims. Red 
Crescent workers are still found in 
the quake-stricken area, offering 
support and helping to alleviate the 
burdens of the victims. The ERC is 
also supporting the humanitarian 
situation in Yemen, dispatching 
ships loaded with thousands of 
tonnes of humanitarian aid to 
the affected governorates, in addition to its ongoing 
assistance to Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries 
and displaced Iraqis in the Kurdistan region of Iraq 
where a development plan has been elaborated to help 
them overcome their conditions and to provide for their 
basic health, educational and other needs.

The UAE Red Crescent Authority has introduced 
an aid programme for Palestinians that is implemented 
through its Gaza and West Bank offices. Last but not 
least, the ERC’s ongoing efforts in Asia and Africa are 

represented by a number of development programmes 
and projects to improve the level of services provided to 
the vulnerable categories there.

▪ The UAE Red Crescent Authority was 
founded on January 13th, 1983. What are its 
most significant milestones until present, locally 
and abroad?

● The UAE Red Crescent 
Authority has undoubtedly 
undertaken numerous humanitarian 
initiatives in the past 32 years. Its 
journey began in the eighties with the 
implementation of aid programmes 
in drought-stricken areas of Africa. 
Then followed a series of significant 
milestones, including relief to 
victims of the Balkan war (Kosovo 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina), aid 
programmes for victims of the wars 
on Palestine, relief to Tsunami-
stricken populations (Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka and Maldives), support 
to victims of the Pakistan and 
Afghanistan conflicts and relief to 
the populations hit by the earthquake 
in Haiti and the typhoons and floods 
in the Philippines and Malaysia. As 
aforementioned, we are currently 

helping the victims of the Syrian, Iraqi and Yemeni 
crises.

The ERC has also played a key role locally, providing 
the necessary care to our Kuwaiti brothers who sought 
shelter in the UAE following the invasion of their 
country in August 1990. Its programmes have been 
greatly improved in line with the directives of His 
Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler's 
Representative in the Western Region and Chairman 
of the UAE Red Crescent Authority, increasing and 

●  The Red Crescent 
mainly relies on 
volunteers in the 

implementation of its 
field programmes. We 
currently count 3,443 
volunteers and seek 
to recruit and train 
many more through 
specialised courses.

expanding to reach a greater number of beneficiaries, 
especially in the fields of health, education, orphan 
care as well as development projects such as repairing 
ramshackle houses, especially in the northern emirates.

The UAE Red Crescent Authority has 
gained international recognition by becoming a 
member of the International 
Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies. 
What is the moral and 
practical value of this 
membership?

The initiatives undertaken 
by the UAE Red Crescent 
Authority since the outset of its 
journey as well as the viability 
of its programmes and their 
direct impact on the lives of 
people undoubtedly underlie 
such recognition. The moral 
value of this membership is the 
appreciation of our efforts by the 
international community and the 
International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC). From a practical 
perspective, the membership 
enabled us to work within a 
humanitarian system in line 
with internationally recognised 
principles. In no time at all, the 
UAE Red Crescent Authority became one of the national 
humanitarian associations within the international 
movement, in addition to sitting on the governing board 
of the IFRC for two consecutive terms and on a number 
of the IFRC’s specialised committees. 

▪ How much international humanitarian 
assistance does the UAE Red Crescent Authority 

provide every year? Is there a set limit for this 
assistance?

● The Red Crescent’s annual budget is rather flexible 
and depends upon the significance of the humanitarian 
crises and causes during that particular year. There is no 
ceiling for the Red Crescent aid or programmes, which 
are funded by the donors and philanthropists who decide 

where and how their donations 
will be used. The Red Crescent 
is but the messenger. Another 
aspect of this humanitarian aid 
is represented by the natural 
disasters and emergency crises 
for which the Red Crescent 
organises fundraising campaigns 
whose proceeds go to the victims 
of these disasters. In such 
cases, additional donations are 
collected.

▪ What does this aid 
consist of? Is it vetoed in any 
country?

● We are currently focusing 
on development aid whose long-
term returns are more effective 
than immediate short-term aid 
that has a lesser impact on the 
lives of people. In times of 
disasters and crises, we focus 
on urgent relief including food 

supplies, medical care and shelter. Concerning the second 
part of your question, the Red Crescent is founded on 
the internationally recognised principles of humanity, 
impartiality, neutrality, independence, voluntary service, 
unity and universality. All these principles confirm that 
the aid goes to those who are worthy of it, without any 
other considerations, need being the only criterion here. 
Of course, the aid encompasses all basic life necessities, 

●  Working in sensitive 
zones, especially in 

times of disaster and 
crisis, involves high risk 
for rescue and medical 

workers. Our teams and 
delegations have faced 

quite a few difficulties that 
they were thankfully able 

to overcome, especially 
in Iraq, Somalia and 

Afghanistan.
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especially food, medical care, education and shelter, in 
addition to development and construction projects, to 
name a few.

▪ What decision-making 
mechanism do you adopt 
with respect to the provision 
of relief aid?

● We have adopted a number 
of mechanisms, the nature of 
each depending upon the type 
of the disaster or crisis. For 
instance, cases of emergencies 
such as unforeseen natural 
disasters call for our spirit of 
initiative, as they require quick 
response to save lives and 
alleviate suffering. We also 
receive humanitarian calls from 
counterpart international and 
local humanitarian organisations. 
As for everyday situations, our 
Higher Committee for Foreign 
Aid convenes on a regular basis 
to examine the requests submitted 
by individuals, organisations and 
charities from around the world 
and to decide the amount and 
type of the aid. 

▪ What are the Red 
Crescent’s sources of 
funding?

● The Red Crescent programmes and projects are 
funded by donors and philanthropists who have a say 
in the way their donations are allocated – we are but the 
link between the donor and the needy - in addition to 
investment and real estate projects allocated to the Red 
Crescent.

▪ Do the private sector and individuals play a 
role in funding the Red Crescent?

● We have established strategic partnerships with 
the private sector, which offers us 
steady support towards achieving 
our humanitarian objectives. That 
said, we should not forget the 
individuals and all the sectors 
that play an influential and 
effective role in promoting the 
Red Crescent’s presence both on 
the local and the international 
scene. We constantly seek to 
develop our existing partnerships 
and establish new ones towards 
meeting the growing need for 
humanitarian work in light of the 
intensifying disasters and crises 
and the growing number of the 
victims they leave behind.

▪ We know that the Red 
Crescent’s main foreign role 
consists of disaster and crisis 
relief; how do you sum up its 
role locally?

● We carry out several local 
activities, such as improving 
social responsibility, raising 
educational, health and social 
awareness among different 
categories, recruiting volunteers 
in addition to implementing 

other development programmes. Our aid programmes 
encompass humanitarian aid, medical care, sponsoring 
students, prisoner care, rehabilitation of people with 
special needs, supporting institutions and seasonal 
projects (Iftar Sae’m, Zakat Al Fitr, Kiswat Al Eid, Hajj, 
Adahi).

●  We enjoy bilateral 
relations with a number 
of national societies in 
Asia and Africa, which 

enable us to work 
together at a number 
of levels. Moreover, 
we have established 

solid partnerships with 
regional and international 

humanitarian 
organisations as well 

as UN specialised 
agencies, in addition 

to our strategic 
partnerships with the 
private sector, which 

offers us steady support 
towards achieving our 

humanitarian objectives.

▪ How does the Red Crescent follow up its 
foreign missions, projects and programmes?

● We follow up our foreign activities through our 15 
offices located abroad, UAE embassies or - in countries 
where we do not have offices or embassies – our partner 
organisations and charities. Our delegations conduct 
field visits every once in a while to inspect our projects 
abroad and follow up their implementation.

▪ What is the composition 
of the UAE Red Crescent 
Authority? How many 
volunteers do you count?

● The Red Crescent mainly relies 
on volunteers to implement its field 
programmes. Our volunteers are 
trained in different fields to handle 
emergencies and crises. They have 
already carried out numerous field 
missions and relief activities in 
several countries and have proven 
to be true ambassadors for love and 
peace among all the people with 
whom they have collaborated. We 
currently count 3,443 volunteers 
and seek to recruit and train many 
more through specialised courses. We also have a staff 
of permanent workers and employees, but the volunteers 
remain our backbone.  

▪ Is there any mechanism that regulates your 
relation with the National Emergency Crisis and 
Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA)? If 
so, how is this mechanism implemented on the 
ground?

● The UAE Red Crescent Authority is a member of 
the National Emergency Crisis and Disaster Management 
Authority along with a number of emergency authorities. 
Each of these authorities carries out particular tasks 
in times of crisis, and the Red Crescent’s include 

providing shelter and basic necessities, implementing 
psychological support programmes for the victims and 
reuniting families.

▪ Which frameworks and mechanisms 
govern and regulate the relation between the 
Red Crescent and the different regional and 
international organisations in times of disaster 
and crisis?

● There are many levels to this relation: Concerning 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
societies, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
coordinates between them in 
times of crisis through the calls 
it makes depending on the nature 
and requirements of each crisis. 
We also enjoy bilateral relations 
with national societies in Asia and 
Africa, which enable us to work 
together at a number of levels. We 
have established solid partnerships 
with regional and international 
humanitarian organisations as 

well as UN specialised agencies. Thus, we can easily be 
present on all the scenes thanks to our good relations 
with all sides especially that the UAE Red Crescent 
Authority is a donor society for these organisations.

▪ What most significant obstacles have 
hindered and still hinder your missions? How 
do you overcome them?

● The Red Crescent is present on all the scenes and 
has gained acceptance from all sides as representative 
of the UAE which maintains healthy relations with all 
countries and peoples and whose positions are clear 
to all. The UAE is active in all directions for purely 

●  The Red Crescent 
is present on all 

the scenes and has 
gained acceptance 

from all sides... The 
international respect 

for the UAE has spared 
the Red Crescent a 

great deal of trouble in 
sensitive zones.
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humanitarian purposes, and as 
such has gained acceptance and 
respect which have spared the Red 
Crescent a great deal of trouble in 
sensitive zones. The Red Crescent 
also enjoys good relations with 
its humanitarian counterparts, 
particularly national societies 
in the region and elsewhere, 
coordinating with each of them 
locally and empowering them to 
assume their role as best as they 
can. We obviously face some 
obstacles at some levels, mainly 
represented by the local laws of 
some countries, which slows down 
our response time.    

▪ Which was the riskiest mission accomplished 
by your workers? What was the extent of the 
risk involved?

● Working in sensitive zones, especially in times 
of disaster and crisis, involves high risk for rescue and 
medical workers. Our teams and delegations have faced 
quite a few difficulties that they were thankfully able 

to overcome, especially in Iraq, 
Somalia and Afghanistan.

▪ How do you perceive the 
NCEMA’s roles and missions 
that are complementary to 
yours in cases of emergency 
and in times of crisis?

● NCEMA’s tasks include 
managing crises upon their 
occurrence and ensuring 
preparedness, competence and 
readiness; as such, it plays a vital 
role within the community. Even 
though the UAE enjoys stability and 

security, it is essential to be prepared early on and be 
ready for any disaster; hence, the role of the NCEMA 
and its members, which consist of the different relevant 
authorities including the Red Crescent. NCEMA has set 
the tasks and competences of each of its members in its 
strategy and convenes regular meetings and discussions 
to activate the mechanisms of cooperation, coordination, 
exchange of expertise and information and improvement 
of field competence under its umbrella.

●  It is essential to 
be prepared early on 
and be ready for any 
disaster, and NCEMA 

plays a vital role within 
the community.
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MoEW signs MoU with the National Centre for 
Meteorology and Seismology

 for the launch of the UAE Air 
Quality Network

Following the directives of H.H. Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 
President and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, the Ministry of Environment 
and Water has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the National Centre 

for Meteorology and Seismology (NCMS), 
the Environment Agency-Abu Dhabi (EAD), 
Dubai Municipality, Fujairah Municipality, 
the Municipality and Planning Department 
in Ajman and Sharjah Municipality, for the 
launch of the UAE Air Quality Network. 

wam

The signing ceremony was held on the 
sidelines of the 6th Green Economy Annual 
Conference, which took place under the 
theme “National Roundtable on Financing and 
Investing in Green Economy Projects.” 

Commenting on the MoU, H.E. Dr. Rashid 
Ahmed Bin Fahad, Minister of Environment 
and Water, said that the launch of the UAE 
Air Quality Network is the realisation of the 
policies to achieve the vision of sustainable 
development set by the wise leadership. He 
pointed out that the UAE Air Quality Network 
is the result of the efforts of various national 
entities that always seek to transform the 
innovative ideas into pilot projects. These pilot 
projects will contribute towards the UAE’s 
progress and leadership to place it among the 
world’s best countries by 2021, highlighting 
the exceptional efforts of the local and federal 
level teams, which resulted in the completion 
of the project within 6 months.

The UAE Air Quality Network aims to 
improve the air quality in order to reduce the 
emissions from various fixed sources, including 
factories, power plants, and mobile sources. This 
also incorporates the means of transportation 
through unification method of measuring the 
concentrations of pollutants in ambient air. In 
addition, it will report and deal with data on 
air protection system in the country in order to 
calculate two vital indicators: air quality index 
and the index of particulate matter at the state 
level.

The monitoring system in the network 
provides an electronic link to all the basic 
information for the management of air quality 
data in the UAE from the measurement point 
and can even draw a map of the concentration 
of the pollutants. The system includes 
standards and regulations for private stations, 

measurement, reporting methods for data, 
calibration programs, turning points, databases, 
and the calculation of air quality index and the 
index of particulate matter index calculation.

The National Center for Meteorology and 
Seismology will, in the coming months, 
oversee the network, which will include about 
60 stations spread over various parts of the 
country, and will provide unified air quality 
readings. The readings from the network 
stations will be instrumental for taking the 
necessary measures to protect the environment, 
and evaluate the results of actions taken, and to 
ensure that the public is properly informed on 
the state of air quality.

Abdullah Al Hammadi, Head of the 
Department of Climate at the National Centre 
for Meteorology and Seismology said that the 
centre is in the final stages of linking the existing 
station readings, supervised by local authorities 
in various parts of the country. He pointed out 
that the centre currently receives readings from 
stations in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. In the 
next phase, existing stations in Dubai will be 
linked to the national network of air quality, in 
addition to 8 stations in the northern regions, 
which are supervised by the National Centre 
for Meteorology and Seismology.

He said the Centre is considering adding15 
new stations to monitor air quality in the northern 
regions where an extensive study to assess air 
quality in some emirates was conducted in 2013 
and 2014 to better understand the concentration 
of pollutant levels (sulfur dioxide, nitrogen 
and carbon dioxide, benzene, ozone)... The 
majority of these stations will be located in 
areas affected by pollutants from cars and 
industrial zones. He stressed that the stations 
will operate around the clock. They will all be 
fixed and under ongoing maintenance.



Gulf Central Committee for Drug Registration

 considers joint mechanism to dispose
of counterfeit shipments

 without harming the environment
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During its 71st meeting held recently 
in Dubai, the Gulf Central Committee for 
Drug Registration looked into adopting 
a standardised mechanism to get rid of 
shipments of adulterated and counterfeit 
medicines, which are seized in GCC states. 

Under this new mechanism, the supplier 
would incur the cost of returning the seized 
shipment to the country of origin.

His Excellency Amin Hussein Al Amiri, 
Assistant Undersecretary for public health 
policy and licenses, Vice President of the 

Supreme Commission for registration and 
pricing of pharmaceuticals at the UAE Ministry 
of Health, said that this new mechanism aims to 
preserve the environment. He pointed out that 
the Commission has confirmed the activation 
of the unified system for Gulf drug warnings.

Over three days, in the presence of 
its members from the GCC states and a 
representative of the Executive Office of the 
Council of Ministers of Health of the GCC, 
the committee discussed a range of topics, 
including the various aspects of the mechanism 
to dispose of counterfeit drug shipments, and 
determining the appropriate implementation 
timeline, as well as coordinating efforts and the 
distribution of roles.

It was agreed that warnings shall be issued via 
the Executive Office of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, whenever any observations or 
complications or warnings may arise regarding 

any type of drugs. Information shall be 
exchanged among member states in order to 
make the appropriate decisions to protect the 
region's communities, and to either discontinue 
the product in question or issue usage warnings.

Al Amiri added that the activation of the 
Gulf system of warnings focuses on joint 
cooperation and scrutiny before any warning is 
issued on any drug product. He pointed out that 
the GCC has made many achievements in terms 
of ensuring safe medical and pharmaceutical 
practices, especially with the standardised drug 
acquisition system and the standardised drug 
pricing system.  

He called on Arab and Gulf governments to 
encourage local pharmaceutical production by 
favouring locally produced drugs and giving 
them a competitive edge. 
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