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7KH8$(LVRYHUÀRZLQJZLWKJRRGDQG
WKH0DUWLDQ6WUDWHJ\SRLQWVWRWKHIXWXUH
With the dawn of each new day, our country enters a new
phase in the history of nations and peoples; it also increases
the catalogue of achievements and the acceleration of the
indicators of sustainable development. Our country keeps
going forward armed with bright and rich heritage of
the founders who laid down the foundations of human
action and established an approach to national identity
development, to be at a different stage of a more stable,
prosperous and happier future.
The good seasons that overwhelmed UAE over the last
ten months are about to culminate in a large number of
FKDULWDEOHLQLWLDWLYHVDQGSURMHFWVWKDWZLOOIRUPWKHÀWWLQJ
good conclusion for a good introduction and the generous
harvest of the fruits that the UAE planted its seeds in last
January. We will thus turn a page and open a new one in
the UAE book of goodness, with the Year of Zayed, which
was chosen to commemorate the late founding father
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan, the symbol of goodness and its
brightest name.
No observer, be them close or distant, can avoid being
impressed by some of the major examples of the «good
year», including 1.6 billion dirhams contribution of
corporate social responsibility initiatives, the government
sector and individuals, about 2.8 million hours of
voluntary work and attracting about 275 thousand
volunteers nationwide, through the National Platform for
Volunteering.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, VicePresident and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, said: «The year of good precedes the Year of Zayed
because the good always accompany Zayed ..and Year of
Zayed will extend goodness.». He uttered those words
after he had approved of ten initiatives designed for various
tracks and axes of national strategy for good, which can be
DÀQDOFKDSWHUWKDWEHFRPHVD\HDUIXOORIJLYLQJ
It is remarkable that the act of good, which is like the
EORRGWKDWÁRZVLQWKHYHLQVRIWKH8$(DQGLWVSHRSOH
was carried out during the «Year of Zayed» spontaneously.
However, this was another aspect of the event, indicating
the very metal of the UAE itself, which, as a modern and
ambitious nation, strives to climb the ladder of success
steadily , to deal with the good deed in a systematic and well
organized manner, so that the act of good is perpetuated
and this year becomes as a starting point for enhancing

good deeds and the consolidating its culture.
In a related context, through the «Annual Meetings
of the UAE State Government», the U A E has set an
example of the importance of conscious behavior and
outstanding performance based on careful planning and
vision of the future . The meeting, unprecedented and
KLJKO\ VLJQLÀFDQW ZDV FKDLUHG E\ +LV +LJKQHVV 6KHLNK
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, And His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces. It was convened to discuss national
issues and launch strategies and initiatives that enhance the
development model of the UAE to the UAE and with a
view to coordinating efforts and developing strategic plans
to unify the vision towards a promising future for the State.
These meetings included the launch of the UAE›s Soft
Power Strategy, the Emirates Higher Education Strategy,
the UAE›s 4th Industrial Revolution Strategy and the UAE
Water Security Strategy 2036. In addition, there were 120
national initiatives in more than 30 sectors shared locally
and nationally and a discussion of short-term goals of the
state until 2021.
0DUV 6FLHQWLÀF &LW\ D JOREDO VFLHQWLÀF SURMHFW DLPHG
at bringing humans to the Red Planet in the coming
decades, was launched through the Martian Strategy 2117,
a research center around the world and an opportunity to
GLVFRYHU VSDFH WR PHHW WKH IXWXUH VFLHQWLÀF QHHGV RI WKH
country and apply studies to develop and improve human
life and address future challenges.
No doubt that the consolidation of nation-building and
ensuring the sustainability of its successes in a structured
and thoughtful manner at the annual meetings, ultimately
end up in the interest of both UAE people and helps it to
keep on providing assistance to the needy in the East and
West this year, the next and always.
Thus, the life of the United Arab Emirates is like a journey
in the realm of good, and an unending preoccupation with
it. This is natural. The UAE is the land of Zayed the Good.
And that there is a national and humanitarian
responsibility on the shoulders of each individual, and
a constructive role for each institution in the country, in
terms of performance and work, which represent a new
challenges to enrich the record of UAE citizens, being a
country that follows global standards.
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To commemorate the legacy of the extraordinary leader

Khalifa names 2018 the “Year of Zayed”
HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, may Allah save him,
has named the year 2018 «The Year of
Zayed» in order to turn this coming year
into an open season of national celebration
of the late founding leader Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah bless his
soul, on the occasion of one hundred years
after his birth, and to highlight his role in
building the UAE as well as his numerous
local and international achievements. The
announcement came on the anniversary
of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan’s installation as a ruler of on 6
August 1966, when he took the reins of
power in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
Objectives
Efforts will be made in the new year to achieve
VHYHUDOJRDOVWKHÀUVWRIZKLFKLVWRVKHGOLJKWRQ
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan’s role in
establishing the United Arab Emirates and laying the
foundations of its current progress and achievements
at all levels. The second objective, however, is to
keep Sheikh Zayed’s personality, principles and
values very much alive as an example of one of the
ZRUOG·V OHDGLQJ ÀJXUHV 7KH WKLUG LV WR VWUHQJWKHQ
the status of the late Sheikh Zayed as a symbol of
SDWULRWLVPDQGORYHIRURQH·VKRPHODQGÀQDOO\WKH
fourth goal is to commemorate the legacy of Sheikh
Zayed through future projects and initiatives.

A unique personality
HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, said that choosing the year
 WR EH WKH ´<HDU RI =D\HGµ UHÁHFWV WKH XQLTXH
status of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan.
To every Emirati, Zayed is the inventor of this great

HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan:
“ Zayed’s is a year in which the
nation preserves the legacy of Zayed,
the people of the nation live up to the
values of Zayed and work together
according to Zayed’s vision.”

country’s success at all levels, and is a symbol of
wisdom, good and generosity in the Arabian Gulf
and beyond, where he continues to receive praise
as an exceptionally modern leader who is widely
appreciated by the region and the world at large.
“On this day, August 6, a new era began with
the late Sheikh Zayed assuming the position of the
Ruler in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and that marked
the start of the march towards unity and human
Issue 22 5

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum:
“Zayed ‘s centenary is also that of a
homeland. He was born, and with
him the dream of of our Emirates
took shape and we live nowadays
Zayed’s dream that has become a
reality.”
development,” HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan said.
He added: “As we celebrate the Year of Zayed, we
DIÀUPWKDWZHZLOOFRQWLQXHWRIROORZLQKLVIRRWVWHSV
and work together guided by his wisdom and vision.
The Zayed school of leadership and good governance
is the source of inspiration for every move the UAE
takes; it also serves as the solid foundation for our
WKHHGLÀFHRIRXU\RXQJIHGHUDOVWDWHDQGWKHVWDUWLQJ
point of a leap towards a future where the prestige
of our Emirates is further enhanced and assured as
RQH RI WKH EHVW FRXQWULHV LQ WKH ZRUOG LQ DOO ÀHOGV
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in the years to come. We will continue together the
blessed march of empowerment aimed at creating
the necessary environment to enable our citizens to
become more involved in various social, political,
productive and cultural lives, because the real
wealth, as Sheikh Zayed said, does not lie in the
material means but in the men who make the future
of their nation. We are determined to continue this
wise approach and to empower the UAE people
LQ DOO ÀHOGV VR WKDW WKH\ SOD\ WKHLU UROH RSWLPDOO\
in the process of comprehensive and sustainable
development."
The Head of State went on to suggest that the
“Year of Zayed will be the time in which the country
will feel how great the achievements of Zayed’s and
appreciate his great heritage, so that his “children”
will live a period full of good and giving,”
HH said “ Zayed’s is a year in which the nation
preserves the legacy of Zayed, the people of the
nation live up to the values of Zayed and work
together according to Zayed’s vision.”

Centenary
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai , in accordance with the UAE
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan’s
instructions, has ordered the launch a comprehensive
framework to translate the Zayed Year initiative into
a highly productive period and create the necessary
mechanisms to achieve its noble goals and work to
develop an integrated agenda to consolidate Zayed
values and vision in the work of all federal and local
institutions.
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum said:
«Zayed ‘s centenary is also that of a homeland. He
was born and with him the dream of of our Emirates
tooke shape and we live nowadays Zayed’s dream
that has become a reality.”
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
added: «We are inspired by the Zayed school of
leadership and management to work for the future.
Sheikh Zayed, may God have mercy on him, put

the building blocks of the Union, the fruits and
good harvest of which we all enjoy all levels. We
will carry on guided by his approach and look
to the future with optimism, which is why we
have launched the UAE Centenary 2071», the
comprehensive and extensive government program
of action that includes the development of a national
strategy to enhance the country›s reputation and soft
SRZHU HQVXULQJ QRQRLOEDVHG GLYHUVLÀHG VRXUFHV
of government revenue, and to invest in education
that is focused on advanced technology as well as
building a comprehensive Emirati system of ethical
values for the sake of future generations, and raise
the level of productivity in the national economy and
the promotion of community cohesion. “

Symbol of unity and solidarity
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, said: “the
Year of Zayed is an occasion to celebrate the
achievements of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan and its future impact. The UAE has been able
to rise in His era to the ranks of developed countries
and to realize high rates of development at all levels.
HH added: “As we celebrate (the Year of Zayed),
the best way to pay compliment to his wonderful
career is to make his human and cultural heritage
available to all the people of the UAE to be inspired
by his noble values and introduce new generations
to them (those values) so that they are evoked and
followed in public behavior. Sheikh Zayed is a role
model for every Emirati ; showing loyalty to him
should mean following the principles and living by
the values he established in UAE society. What we
need today is to learn from those national values to
derive the lessons that enable us to continue taking
our country forward and improve its status on the
map of developed countries”.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
noted that Sheikh Zayed «may Allah bless his soul,
has an impressive impact of the promotion of the
principles of humanitarian work and well deserved to

HH Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan:
Zayed well deserved to be a pioneer
of charitable and humanitarian work
in the twentieth century… and was a
symbol of Arab unity and solidarity”

be a pioneer of charitable and humanitarian work in
the twentieth century. HH stressed that Sheikh Zayed,
was a symbol of Arab unity and solidarity. History
records with glaring letters his role in strengthening
the bonds of Arab solidarity and supporting his
brothers in times of adversity. He was a key player
in the establishment of the Gulf Cooperation Council
In 1981 and worked wholeheartedly to promote joint
Gulf action based on his belief that unity is the road
leading to excellence, pride and progress. No one
should forget his continued support for just Arab
causes”..
Issue 22 7
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Identifying the road to better future and world leadership

Mohammed bin Rashid and Mohammed bin
Zayed launch “UAE Centenary 2071”
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
)RUFHVLQDXJXUDWHGWKH´8$(&HQWHQDU\µDWWKHHQGRIWKHÀUVWVHVVLRQRIWKH8$(
Government’s Annual Summit meetings, held in Abu Dhabi on 26 and 27 September.
The UAE Centenary aims to create a generation of high
VFLHQWLÀFDQGSURIHVVLRQDOSRWHQWLDODVZHOODVHWKLFDODQG
positive values that will ensure a better future for UAE
nationals and enhance the UAE status as the best country
in the world. The Centenary includes several key themes:
the best education in the world, the best economy in the

world, the happiest community in the world and the best
government in the world.

The best country in the world
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum said:
“We launched the march of the UAE Centenary, and our

Issue 22 9

goal is for the UAE authorities to work as a team to make
the UAE the best in the world.” He added, “We believe in
our capabilities and national competencies, and we work
as of now on building our future cadres” .
HH added “We want the best government, the best
education, the happiest society and the best economy in
the world,”. HH said “our country will be a major player
in major economic groups and has the best economy in
the world.”
For his part, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan said: “The UAE counts on the
generation that is entrusted with the task of leading the
efforts to achieve our ambitions towards the centenary
in the spirit of one team, and will make all its resources
available to that generation.”
HH stressed “we are investing in innovative
educational curricula to nurture the best future
generations who are keen to preserve their identity and
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FDUU\ WKH ÁDJ WR  VWUHQJWKHQ WKH 8$(·V SRVLWLRQ DW WKH
forefront of the world”. HH went on to say”we want
the sons and the youth of the country to intensify their
efforts and unleash their energies to realize the leadership
visions and translate them into national achievements
enhancing our excellence and leadership. “

The Centenary milestones
The Centenary core broad lines are very much like
strategic plans that delineate the objectives as well as
identify the best ways to reach them. In terms of education,
WKH&HQWHQDU\DIÀUPVWKDWWKH8$(ZLOOSURYLGHWKHEHVW
educational system in the world in the future by managing
resources and potentials in a meaningful manner, leading
to the launching of an educational system capable of
UHOHDVLQJHQHUJLHVUHÀQLQJWDOHQWVDQGWKXVVHUYLQJWKH
country better.
On the “economy”, the Centenary pointed out that the

UAE will become a major player in the world’s powerful
economic circles and will have the best economy in the
world. The reasons for that are mainly the UAE keenness
WR HPSOR\ WKH QDWLRQDO SURIHVVLRQDO PDQSRZHU EHQHÀW
from the elite of global talent and adopt advanced science,
technology, innovation, creativity, entrepreneurship,
business and environmental sustainability as the main
drivers of the economy. Those factors will also enhance
the promotion of positive aspects in the competitive
environment to become the best in the world with the
best digital infrastructure that supports the economic
successes and developments that are taking place.
Doing all that will make the UAE a kind of an open
laboratory for innovation, cutting-edge platform for
entrepreneurship and the global economic center; it will
also ensure the sustainability of the overall development
and prosperity for future generations.
The centenary’s “happiest society in the world”
hub says that future generations will be embraced on
the basis of fundamental pillars that will strengthen
country’s position and make it ripe for more success and
development. Those pillars are the national identity ,
tightly –knit and forward-looking families and cohesive
community, which bonds its members together with
brotherhood, tolerance and harmony . These generations
will represent of the values and good morals of the
United Arab Emirates to the world, highlighting the safe
and working life of UAE nationals through a smart and
sustainable lifestyle in the world›s number one city.
The Centenary stresses the consolidation of future
generation’s upholding of national identity and authentic
Emirati ethics, and its commitment to the original
values rooted in the culture and history of the UAE,
such as the values of positive outlook, peace, humility,
respect, tolerance, generosity, leadership, diligence,
determination, perseverance and loyalty. These noble
values will enhance belonging to the Emirati homeland
and support the appreciation of the founding fathers and
former leaders. They will also strengthen every Emirati’s
their keenness to follow the example of those who
watched over the nation›s building in the early days, to
learn the values of unity, wisdom, human empowerment,

tolerance, aspiration, vision, practical leadership,
continuous development and belief that the sky is the
limit.
Under the «the best government in the world» headline
, the Centenary says that the essence of the goals of the
UAE government is to achieve happiness for society
through human empowerment and to ensure security
and safety, and harness future science and technology
WRLPSURYHWKHTXDOLW\RIOLIHRISHRSOHVRWKH\EHFRPH
better and richer. It also seeks to provide the best services
in partnership with society and pioneers business and the
development of proactive policies as well as legislation
WKDWHQVXUHVWKHDGRSWLRQRITXDOLW\GHFLVLRQVVXSSRUWLQJ
the UAE›s position as the best country in the world.

120 initiatives, 4 strategies and 30 topics
The Annual Meetings of the Government of the UAE
were held under the chairmanship of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in
the presence of Their Highnesses the Crown Princes
and the heads of the Executive Councils, Ministers and
heads of departments, as well as more than 450 senior
RIÀFLDOVDQG)HGUDODVZHOODVORFDOJRYHUQPHQWOHDGHUV
The Summit reviewed efforts designed to implement
the interim achievements of the vision of the UAE 2021
and ways to realize “Centenary of the UAE 2071” broad
lines.
The meetings included the launch of 120 initiatives
covering all development sectors, as well as four longterm national strategies: UAE Soft Power Strategy,
Emirates Higher Education Strategy, UAE Fourth
Industrial Revolution Strategy and UAE Water Security
Strategy 2036.
Participants discussed over 30 topics, a number of
specialized lectures were held on the most important
challenges and they explored the future; they also
DQDO\]HGWKHSRVVLEOHVFHQDULRVRYHUWKHQH[WÀYHGHFDGHV
and the best ways to respond to them in a manner that
serves the UAE and enhances the success, welfare and
stability of its people.
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Following an inspection tour of ADNOC

Mohammed bin Rashid
and Mohammed bin Zayed
direct work to diversify the
UAE economy
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai
and HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, stressed the need to diversify
the economy to ensure the continuation of
development, prosperity and to prepare for
the future and its challenges effectively.
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Sustainable economy
That was what Their Highnesses said in the aftermath
of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum’s
visit to Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC),
during which he was briefed on the company on the
company’s strategy and plans for sustainable economic
growth. They both expressed their appreciation of
efforts made by sincere Emiratis wishing to enhance
the UAE competitiveness internationally, and those
efforts invite pride and glory.
Their Highnesses pointed out the importance
of continuing efforts to diversify the economy on
the basis of strengths and expertise of the UAE,
especially in the key sectors such as energy, and
stressed the need to anticipate the future and prepare
for it to continue the process of growth and prosperity
and to enhance the UAE’s standing in the ranks of
developed countries globally.

ADNOC .. and smart growth
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
also reviewed ADNOC’s strategy for smart growth
on the basis of key pillars that includes human
investment, improving performance, boosting
HIÀFLHQF\ HQKDQFLQJ YDOXH DQG HFRQRPLF UHWXUQ
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HH stressed that the UAE is under the leadership of
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, may Allah save him, will
continue to foresee the future, building, empowering
people and establishing strong foundations for a
VWURQJHFRQRP\WKDWZLOOHQKDQFHFRQÀGHQFHLQWKH
continuity of growth and prosperity of the UAE and
in the UAE’s powerful and positive contribution to
human civilization.

Conscious planning
HH pointed out that “sound and clear planning
under constant and sincere efforts always results
in good outcome. He was pleased with the positive
energy in ADNOC and that it is following longterm planning methodology ,and set itself ambitious
goals to achieve.” HH emphasized the need of all
institutions and workplaces for more of this energy
and of this thought.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid commended
ADNOC›s initiatives to expand strategic partnerships
and create new joint investment opportunities for
added value and future growth in promising sectors.
He further stressed the need to continue to improve
SHUIRUPDQFHERRVWHIÀFLHQF\DQGHQKDQFHYDOXH

At the opening ceremony of Mohammed Najib Base

Mohammed bin Zayed: UAE led by Khalifa
is keen on Arab solidarity
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, along with President Abdel
Fattah Al Sisi, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, and heads of high level Arab
delegations attended last July the opening ceremony of Mohammed Najib Military Base.
The ceremony which marked the anniversary of the Egyptian Revolution of 23 rd July,
LQFOXGHGKDQGLQJRYHUFHUWLÀFDWHVWRJUDGXDWHVIURPFROOHJHVDQGPLOLWDU\LQVWLWXWHVLQWKH
city of Hammam in the Egyptian province of Marsa Matrouh.
A tribute
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
congratulated the Government and people of Egypt
on the occasion of the 23rd of July Revolution. His
Highness stressed that the UAE, under the leadership
of HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, may Allah save him, is keen to
strengthen Arab solidarity and deepen coordination
and consultation among Arab countries, which
will help develop effective solutions to the crises
of the region and address the challenges they face

effectively. HH praised the role of the Egyptian
armed forces in dealing with the threats to Arab
security.
HH Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Vice
President of the Executive Council of Abu Dhabi,
and HH Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, attended the
ceremony.
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed and
the Egyptian President handed military medals of
duty class II to the top graduates of military colleges
Issue 22 15

and institutes, and congratulated them on their
excellence and diligence.

6LVL\RXUDWWHQGDQFHLVDFRQÀUPDWLRQRI
unity
President Abdel-Fattah Al-Sisi gave a speech in
which he stressed that the presence of the brothers
LQWKLVFHUHPRQ\LVDQDIÀUPDWLRQRI$UDEXQLW\DQG
solidarity, and a proof of shared destiny that bonds
together our countries and peoples in a critical
regional context. He said “today, we celebrate a new
elite of young Egyptian Arabs who join the army to
be tasked with the honorable mission of defending
the country, protecting its borders and preserving
its dignity. We are celebrating the opening of a
QHZ PLOLWDU\ HGLÀFH WKDW UHÁHFWV WKH DFKLHYHPHQWV
of the armed forces, and bears the name of the
late Mohammed Najib in honor of his national
contributions and the remarkable patriotic role he has
played,” he said.
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“The opening of this base is the result of the efforts
of our predecessors to build our armed forces. We are
building on what they have done and we are adding
to their actions,» he said. «We did not start from
scratch to give everyone their right. «Today we all
stand to tell the world that we share in building and
development and not in conspiracy and sabotage,»
The President added.
He saluted the armed forces, their martyrs and the
wounded as well as their families. The President then
stressed that the people of Egypt have placed their
IXOOFRQÀGHQFHLQKLVDUP\HPSKDVL]LQJWKDWQRRQH
can harm Egypt or its brothers. No one can interfere
in Egypt’s affairs. The Egyptian people form the
support of Egypt and their Arab nation in peace, with
regard to their rights, building and re-building.

Khalifa’s greetings
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan conveyed the greetings of His Highness

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE, to President Abdel Fattah Al Sisi, and his
wishes to the Arab Republic of Egypt and its people
for progress, prosperity, security and safety. HH
stressed the strength of ties and cooperation between
the United Arab Emirates and the Arab Republic of
(J\SWLQDOOÀHOGVHVSHFLDOO\PLOLWDU\DQGGHIHQVHLQ
order to enhance the capability and performance of
the armed forces of the two countries.
For his part, the Egyptian president said he was
pleased with the participation of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan in the inauguration
of the Mohammed Najib military base and asked
him to convey his greetings to His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE,
and his wishes for the UAE and its brotherly people.

A new achievement
It is worth mentioning that the Mohammed Najib
military base is a new achievement to adorn the record

of the Egyptian Armed Forces, which was established
in the context of the development strategy and the
comprehensive modernization of the armed forces to
replace the military city in Al-Hammam area, which
was established in 1993. It was supported with new
administrative and technical units and re-positioning
a number of units of the northern military area within
them, in order to enhance their ability to secure areas
vital to the scope of responsibility west of the city
of Alexandria and the northern Sahel region, which
LQFOXGHVWKHVWDWLRQ'DEDDQXFOHDUDQGRLOÀHOGVDQG
the port of Marsa al-Hamra, The base includes a
compound of units housed in the base with a total of
1,115 buildings.
As part of the completion of the new construction,
a new tanker regiment was relocated to accommodate
451 modern tankers to transport heavy tanks from the
Amriyah area, as well as to relocate other units from
the King Mariout area to complement the military
presence within the base.
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NCEMA On the International Day for Disasters Reduction :

“Our home is safe” ..
our homeland is immune
There is no doubt that the risks to which man is exposed these days are on increase in
pace and ferocity, whether they are made by man or nature. Today is more dangerous
than yesterday, as the hurricanes, which hardly stopped last September to tamper with
the safety of Americans and their property, especially Erma, Katia and Jose, which were
DSSURDFKLQJWKHFRDVWRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVWRJHWKHUIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHLQVHYHQ\HDUVZRXOG
suggest.
24 million homeless
The statement issued by the United Nations
2IÀFHIRU5LVN5HGXFWLRQ 81,6'5 RQWKHHYHRI
the International Day for Disaster Reduction, which
falls on October 13, contains shocking facts about
the risks and their implications for human society,
in present and future. It says an estimated that
24.2 million people have been displaced since last
October due to geopolitical tension, civil wars and
disasters, which means that in one year millions of
people lost their childhood, memories, history and
livelihood, and their safe haven in times of disaster
and crisis. They went out into the open, in the cold
facing hunger and illness.
Indeed, it was the continuing tragedies of
GLVSODFHPHQW DQG LWV KRUULÀF WDOHV WKDW LQVSLUHG WKH
8QLWHG 1DWLRQV 2IÀFH WR FRPH XS ZLWK WKH VORJDQ
“Our safe home”, which was launched this year in
observance of the International Day for Disaster
Reduction, in the context of the framework of the
Sendai Campaign (2016-2022: 7 goals - 7 years).
The campaign is an initiative launched by the former
UN Secretary-General last year to shed light on the
dangers that threaten us all, to promote a culture
of safety and to raise awareness of the need for
sustained preparedness, response to disasters and
crises effectively and to recover from them with the
opportunity to continue business.

Humanitarian assistance
The UAE has been at the forefront of all countries

to help disaster victims around the world who have
lost their homes and property. This is, in fact, an
important part of the UAE tangible contributions
to global risk management. The UAE’s record of
humanitarian aid is too large to accommodate here
in this space. The aid of government agencies and
charities in the UAE reaches far and wide around the
world in times of crisis and disaster.
Since its establishment, the UAE has offered
humanitarian assistance, worth more than 127.1
billion dirhams, to the needy, vulnerable and
refugees, according to the Ministry of Development
and International Cooperation. Of that total amount
, 4.8 billion dirhams were used to help those affected
by humanitarian crises in various parts of the world,
and 1.4 billion dirhams in chartable assistance.
Furthermore, the infrastructure development sector
accounted for AED 4.7 billion of total UAE assistance,
while the health and education sectors received AED
2.9 billion and AED 2.5 billion respectively.
According to statistics released last year, the
value of UAE assistance to refugees and internally
displaced people in 71 countries around the world
was thought to be around 2.60 billion dirhams
between 2009 and 2014.

Risk Management in the UAE
On the other hand, much has been achieved in the
UAE in terms of enhancing risk management, which
helps to raise the level of readiness to respond to any
sudden danger or disaster, and able to overcome the
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damage caused as soon as possible. However, there
is much to be done, and there is an urgent need to
constantly review plans and visions with a view to
developing them in line with what is going on in the
political, security and environmental spheres.
It is not an exaggeration to note that the philosophy
of risk management is not alien to the United Arab
Emirates. In light of their concern for human being
who has always been the very focus of their dedicated
efforts to protect and empower, UAE successive
leaders have faced the dangers and hardships of all
kinds in conditions of cruelty, in order to build the
FRXQWU\RQÀUPDQGPRGHUQEDVLVVRLWFDQUHDFKWRS
positions in international indicators, which clearly
show the extent of the UAE’s successful development
and construction process.

NCEMA in ten years
In the last decade, the National Emergency, Crisis
and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA),
which operates within the Supreme National
Security Council, has been the primary driver and
focal point for the UAE’s risk management efforts as
the main national body responsible for harmonizing
standards, regulations and rules for emergency, crisis
and disaster management, drawing up national plans
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to respond to risk situations of all kinds, developing
and reviewing policies as well as laws, on an ongoing
basis.
NCEMA is working to build national cadres with
experience and knowledge in the management of
emergencies, crises and disasters. It is also keen to
train its employees in different parts of the world in
order to keep them well informed on risk management
and to meet NCEMA needs of national competencies
in the interest of society and the homeland.
NCEMA has a long list of achievements to its
name. It has been recognized as a training center in
the management of emergencies, crises and disasters,
by countries such as Britain, the GCC countries,
Jordan, Pakistan, Egypt and Jordan. It has also been
accredited by respected bodies like the International
Disaster Recovery Foundation (DRI) in the GCC and
City & Guilds. Thus these bodies regard NCEMA as a
IXOO\TXDOLÀHGRUJDQL]DWLRQWRRYHUVHHWKHSUHSDUDWLRQ
of the operations centers of the federal institutions,
and to develop the national concept of the command
and control systems for emergencies, crises and
disasters, in addition to preparing and adopting the
general framework of the national response.
According to statistics published last year, NCEMA
managed to train four thousand and 933 people

through 267 specialized courses in the management
of emergency, crisis and disaster since 2009 until the
third half of 2014, and succeeded in developing a “risk
register” subject to regular review and update. It also
prepared a set of standards and a guide for business
continuity management in both Arabic and English,
and established a national operations center as well
DV FRRUGLQDWLRQ DQG UHVSRQVH RIÀFHV LQ HDFK RI WKH
emirates. Moreover, NCEMA developed and adopted
the concept of emergency management and national
crises. In addition to all that, it formed emergency
teams, crises and local disasters in each emirate, and
SURGXFHGÀOPVDVZHOODVZULWWHQPDWHULDOGHVLJQHG
to raise awareness and educate the public about the
risks and effective ways of managing them, one of
which was a guide in emergency cases.
NCEMA’s future projects include the development
of geographic information systems for the
management of emergencies, crises and disasters,
the national voluntary project and the issuance
of a general framework for the implementation
of safety and security standards in the industrial
projects. Working and coordinating closely with its
local strategic partners, NCEMA seeks to establish
partnerships and working relationships with those
who share its interests and expertise around the world
as part of its attempts to remain at the heart of the
international risk management landscape as an active
member striving to develop its tools and knowledge.

Cooperate
However, many parts of our world today are
experiencing a bitter reality as a result of the
geopolitical changes that have ignited bloody
FRQÁLFWV DURXQG WKH ZRUOG DQG DOVR WKH PRUH
ferocious and complex patterns of disasters and
FULVHV 7KLV FDOOV IRU HYHU\RQH WR PRYH TXLFNO\
to assume their responsibilities, for they can no
longer enjoy the luxury of staying on the sidelines.
The International Day for Disaster reduction is an
occasion for sharpening the momentum and inviting
all countries and individuals to look at the facts to
learn more about the risks, their effects, and ways

to prepare and deal with them. It is clear that the
8QLWHG 1DWLRQV 2IÀFH LV GHOLEHUDWHO\ JLYLQJ D KLQW
of optimism to its especially tailored slogan for the
occasion, “Our home is safe”.
But optimism should not blur the all too clear truth:
WKDWDÀQDOHQGWRGLVDVWHUVLVDEVROXWHO\LPSRVVLEOH
The causes of disasters that have hit various parts of
the world in recent decades are numerous, perhaps
the most important of which is the uncontrolled
population growth, which overburdens poor countries
in particular. This situation is aggravated by several
factors that make disasters more likely, such as poor
infrastructure, lack of planned expansion of cities,
and low standards of construction. In this context,
LW LV DOVR ZRUWK VWUHVVLQJ WKH VHULRXV FRQVHTXHQFHV
of climate phenomenon and the environment in
particular, especially global warming, which triggers
all sort of devastating risks.
However, every effort must be made urgently to
mitigate the destructive effects of these disasters,
which we cannot prevent.
Indeed, this year’s slogan, “our home is safe” has not
come in vain. There is an urgent need to prevent more
people around the world from becoming homeless as
well. In this context, the Sindai campaign (2016-2022),
which created the slogan, hopes to build upon what
has already been achieved, strengthen efforts to protect
housing and what is essential for the individual socially
and economically. Among the desired “outputs” of this
year’s campaign, are a number of ambitious goals such
as putting “More emphasis on risk-based investment in
housing units and slum development” as well as “More
emphasis on prevention of displacement in national
disaster risk reduction programs” and “More emphasis
on protection of livelihoods and workplaces in high-risk
areas”.

Will this campaign be successful? Perhaps.
However, the time of miracles is over, and unless
everybody around the world come together to raise
the specter of disasters and the resulting death,
displacement and misery, it will not be easy to protect
lives and properties here and there from disasters that
DUHWHUURUL]LQJXVDQGLQÁHFWLQJFRQVLGHUDEOHGDPDJH
on our life .
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On the occasion of naming 2018 the “Year of Zayed”

Dr Al-Hosani: We follow our wise leadership in
Zayed’s footsteps
HE Dr. Jamal Al Hosani, Director General
of the National Emergency, Crisis and
Disaster Management Authority, said that
the declaration of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the UAE, may Allah save him, that
2018 will be called the “Year of Zayed” on
the occasion of the centenary of Zayed’s
birth, coinciding with the anniversary
RI KLV HOHYDWLRQ WR WKH KLJKHVW RIÀFH  LQ
Abu Dhabi, marked the beginning of a
season of continuous celebration of the
achievements of the founding leader, may
Allah bless his soul.
He said: on the sixth of August, the 51 the
anniversary of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan’s
rule is upon us . Dr Jamal added by emphasizing
that that day marked the beginning of Zayed’s
auspicious reign, which represents an ideal example
of education, leadership, development and laying
the foundations of peace, love and brotherhood
throughout the world. Zayed was a role model in as
far as sustainable development is concerned and he
also symbolizes a turning point in the history of the
United Arab Emirates, he went on.
Dr Al Hosani thought the late Sheikh Zayed, was
a visionary, an able mentor and a great mind. This
helped him to consolidate our achievements and
elevate the UAE to the ranks of the world’s leading
countries on competitiveness indicators, he stressed.
The NCEMA Director General noted that thanks to
the foundations Sheikh Zayed laid, the capital city of
Abu Dhabi, has become in the forefront of the world’s
cities in terms of providing peace and security and
decent living standards for its citizens and expats.
He suggested that Zayed , the man of goodness, was
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keen to help the human being develop and promoted
him to the highest levels. He then stressed that the
UAE wise leadership followed Zayed’s example in
harnessing the country’s resources to meet the needs
of the country and its citizens in housing, education
and health, which is why the Emirati nobility and
human values have become the envy of the world.
Dr Al Hosani said: today, the world recalls Sheikh
Zayed’s great deeds. His goodness is felt to this
day in many parts of the world. He is a symbol of
generosity and the wellspring of wisdom that still
guides us on the path of good and tolerance. Zayed
instilled in all Emiratis the culture of love, decency
and generosity, and they are proud to be led by the
wise leadership in Father Zayed’s footsteps.

1&(0$
QHZV
At a recent meeting of its team

“ Abu Dhabi Emergency and Crises” review mechanisms
of rapid response
The
Emergency,
Crisis
and Disaster Management
Team in Abu Dhabi held
its regular meeting under
the chairmanship of Eng.
Awaidah Murshid Al Marar,
Vice Chairman of the
Department of Municipal
Affairs and Transport, at the
Municipality headquarter.

The team reviewed emergency response
mechanisms, crisis and roles of relevant parties,
DV ZHOO DV WKH VSHFLDO UHTXLUHPHQWV WR VXSSRUW WKH
efforts of emergency and crisis teams in the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi to ensure rapid and effective response
to any emergency. They also discussed the plans and
procedures related to the work of the team, that have
been implemented
+( 2ZHLGDK 0RUVKHG$O 0DUDU FRQÀUPHG  WKDW
the Risk Assessment and Risk Map are constantly
XSGDWHGDFFRUGLQJWRDVSHFLÀFPHFKDQLVPLQRUGHU
to identify potential risks and take appropriate
action in coordination with local authorities in
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to raise awareness and
protect the community. He pointed out that these
measures are aimed at raising the level of readiness
and preparedness of the team. He explained that the
WHDPLVKLJKO\TXDOLÀHGDQGHTXLSSHGZLWKSODQVDQG
procedures that have been subject of training sessions.
He added that the team has remarkably contributed to
dealing with a number of emergency situations that
occurred in the emirate, most prominent of which
is the weather turbulence a couple of years back in
addition to some accidents and other emergencies.

Strategy
The strategy of the Emergency, Crisis and
Disaster Management Team is linked to the Abu
Dhabi 2020 Strategy, whose objectives include the
development of an integrated system of prevention
and preparedness to ensure the safety and security
of the community through excellence in response
management, commitment to implementing the
Team’s special operation approach and improving the
utilization and management of available resources.
It aims to contribute to maintaining the safety and
security of the community by undertaking to raise
awareness of the ways in which emergencies and
crises are dealt with.
It is worth mentioning that the Emergency,
Crisis and Disaster Management Team in Abu
Dhabi oversees the preparation, coordination and
execution of joint response and for emergency,
crisis and disaster management at the local level and
coordination of the roles of the concerned parties
when the emergency occurs to protect the community
and safeguard its assets.
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NCEMA is preparing to launch it

Smart system to alert from dangers at an early stage
HE Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, Director General of the National Emergency, Crisis
and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), said that the Authority is preparing to
launch a new integrated early warning system by the end of this year.
The new system will contribute to enhance
NCEMA efforts to manage emergencies, crises and
disasters in ways that are in line with the digital
revolution and the boom of social communication by
enabling the public and individuals at risk, through
smart device platforms, to prepare or respond
effectively for any kind of risk, so that people and
assets can be saved .
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Close relationship
Director General pointed out that the early warning
system operates through primary components using
the latest means of communication. It includes
D XQLÀHG DQG LQWHJUDWHG HOHFWURQLF V\VWHP WKDW
facilitates the issuance of warning messages to
the public through various means (mobile phones,
VPDUWSKRQHVUDGLRDQGWHOHYLVLRQPRVTXHDPSOLÀHUV

1&(0$
QHZV
New challenges
“Smart phone manufacturers, in coordination
with the Telecommunication Regulatory Authority
( TRA), are committed to providing a feature that
enables telecom operators to send alerts to a group of
users according to their location, reaching the target
group in danger areas,” Dr. Al Hosani said.
“This system is closely related to comprehensive
and strategic development that focuses on the fact
that preparation and effective means of early warning
are capable of reducing the impact of disasters
and ensuring speed and smooth handling of them
HIIHFWLYHO\DQGHIÀFLHQWO\
Therefore, the framework of the National Early
Warning System aims to place dealing with the public
in its proper context, and unify the concepts under
one umbrella because it seeks to organize the public
and local public awareness process through the use
of modern technologies that support the management
of emergencies and crises effectively through speedy
decision making, and delivery of warning messages
to the public. “

The public’s role
Dr. Al-Hosani stressed that the public is part
and parcel of all efforts that should be carried out
by the emergency authorities, because its response
and interaction with the warnings are two main
elements to ensure the effectiveness of the warning.
Highlighting the importance of comprehensive and
LQWHJUDWHGLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKHZDUQLQJKHMXVWLÀHG
that by the need to cover all stages of early warning,
as the process of monitoring and disclosure is no
less pivotal than publication and communication,
both of which are complementary to one another.
The goal that this process seeks to achieve is the
very guidance of the affected to keep them safe.
NCEMA Director General continued: “We hope
to activate this system because of its impact on the
comprehensive development and prosperity of the
country, away from any element that could upset the
pace of progress and development achieved by the
state.”

He went on to suggest that modern technologies
represent a challenge for they “give rise to complex
issues because they potentially usher waves of
new attacks. There are many rumors spreading
digitally, so we have to be careful about how to
deal with new technologies,” he said. Dr Al Hosani
added: we have to have plans to deal with modern
technologies because they change on a regular
basis. He suggested “The rapid development of
digital technology, digital media and social media
must be handled with caution”.
“Dr Al Hosani then emphasized “people are the
key element with the most powerful impact in the
digital media, so they make a difference in dealing
with such challenges.» He added “undoubtedly,
modern
technologies
have
revolutionized
FRPPXQLFDWLRQ WRROV DQG WKH DELOLW\ WR LQÁXHQFH
governments and individuals radically. Clearly,
the new media have positive and negative aspects,
with the latter being undeniable, especially when
the technologies are exploited by groups seeking to
promote terrorism”. Some groups use social media
and the Internet as a weapon to «disseminate their
poison» and “trap their victim”» he said. He cited
IISS a key example of the practice, recruiting most
of its members online.
NCEMA Director General explained that” there
are more than 1.2 billion social media users who
depend on those technologies as publishing, media
and marketing tools. The number of users in the
virtual world is more than 81.3 million from 22
$UDE FRXQWULHV VR WKHLU LQÁXHQFH LV FRQVLGHUDEO\
huge.» He added «building on the positive aspects
of new media to develop more effective ways of
managing emergencies, crises and disasters is not
impossible.”
He emphasized that access to social media makes
it a useful tool in attracting and getting everyone
to play a role in crisis management, especially
as society as a whole is the pillar of successful
management of emergencies, crises and disasters,
WKHÀUVWWRUHVSRQG
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7KH\FRPSOHWHGKRXUVRIÀHOGWUDLQLQJ

NCEMA celebrates the graduation of
Rabdan Academy students
The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority ( NCEMA),
celebrated, at its headquarters in Abu Dhabi, the graduation of a group of students from
WKH 5DEGDQ$FDGHP\ ZKR FRPSOHWHG  ZHHNV RI WUDLQLQJ DQG ÀHOG ZRUN ZLWK  YDULRXV
departments of the Authority. A number of heads of sections of NCEMA and representatives
of the Academy attended the celebration.
NCEMA Training
It should be noted that the NCEMA hands-on training
LVDPDQGDWRU\FRXUVHDQGUHTXLUHPHQWIRUREWDLQLQJWKH
Bachelor of Science program in Integrated Emergency
Management and the Bachelor of Business Continuity
Management program
Mr. Abdullah Bakhit Al Ketbi, Head of the
Specialized Training Unit at the Authority, delivered a
speech in which he stressed that the students completed
DFDGHPLFKRXUVLQDÀHOGZRUNHQYLURQPHQW$ZRUN
SODQZDVGHYLVHGVRWKDWWKHVWXGHQWZLOOH[SHULHQFHÀHOG
- work in all departments and sections of the Authority, he
said. The training period will be assessed to help develop
the curriculum through a mechanism designed to enhance
the capabilities and skills of students, , he added.
Al Ketbi went on to point out that this training aims to
consolidate the academic learning of students and develop
WKHLUVNLOOVE\KHOSLQJWKHPWRDFTXLUHQHZPDQQHUVDQG
trends that contribute to boosting their performance so
that they can produce creative and innovative work in a
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highly developed training environment where the best
VWDQGDUGV DUH IROORZHG  ´)LHOG VXSHUYLVRUV IURP ÀYH
departments have been appointed to help the students,
under the supervision of the Planning and Preparedness
'HSDUWPHQW DQG GLUHFW VXSSRUW IURP WKH 2IÀFH RI
the Director General and the Department of Support
Services.”, he continued.

Two stages
3UDFWLFH ZDV RIIHUHG LQ WZR VWDJHV WKH ÀUVW RI
which lasted a week. It was an integrated course for
the management of emergencies, crises and disasters,
which included lectures on the mechanism of NCEMA
departments. The second phase consisted of preparing
students to move from academia to the professional
work condition, applying knowledge gained elsewhere,
providing a platform for interaction with specialists
in emergencies, crises, disasters, business continuity,
media, technology and communication. Such practice
assisted the students to learn time management and

1&(0$
QHZV
To discuss the business continuity program

An FNC delegation led by the
Secretary-General visits NCEMA
A delegation from the General Secretariat of the
Federal National Council (FNC), headed by HE
Ahmed Shabib Al Dhaheri, Secretary General, paid an
RIÀFLDOYLVLWWRWKH1DWLRQDO$XWKRULW\IRU 1&(0$ 
in Abu Dhabi, where he was received by HE Saif
Mohammed Rahma Al Shamsi, Deputy Director
General of NCEMA.
The visit took place in the context of discussing the
establishment and implementation of a business
continuity management program that is in line with
the UAE standard, and exchanging experiences with
regard to emergency management crises and disasters.

Praising the Council

technical skills, and offered them the opportunity to
gain knowledge and deliver results associated with
the Integrated Emergency Management and Crisis
Management and Business Continuity. Furthermore, it
HTXLSSHG WKH VWXGHQWV ZLWK QHFHVVDU\ WRROV WR DVVHVV
how effectiveness the Rabdan Academy curricula in
preparing students for the work environment.

Trainees’ gratitude
On behalf of the graduates of the Rabadan Academy,
Mohammed Al Marikhi gave a speech in which he
emphasized the importance of the training period and its
role in honing the students’ experiences and skills, and
introducing them to all aspects of the emergency and
crisis management specialties and business continuity.
He expressed the trainees’ gratitude to NCEMA for
their constructive cooperation and valuable assistance
to graduates to help them steadily advance on the road
of work and success.

HE Al Shamsi welcomed the visiting delegation and
praised the great role played by the FNC. The delegation was
then briefed on the emergency system, national crises and
disasters in the UAE, the policies and objectives adopted by
the Authority to manage and activate the emergency system,
crises and disasters in coordination and cooperation with
partners from federal and local authorities.
The role of NCEMA and the national risk assessment
mechanism, how to plan and prepare for dealing with all
risks and threats, the general framework of national response,
training, response and recovery, business continuity,
emergency management systems and GIS were all discussed
in addition to ways of and upgrading response capabilities.

NCEMA’s work
The FNC delegation learned about the strategy,
vision, plans, projects and initiatives of NCEMA since its
establishment in order to strengthen the emergency, crisis
and disaster management system in the UAE on the basis of
the highest standards of excellence and leadership . It is also
charged with coordinating, setting standards, regulations,
legislation and rules related to emergency, crisis and disaster
management. It is worth noting that NCEMA carried out
these missions in coordination with its strategic partners from
the public and private sectors.
The main focus of the visit was introducing NCEMA’s
role in setting the standards of continuity of business and its
UHTXLUHPHQWVWRHQVXUHWKDWYLWDODFWLYLWLHVQHYHUVWRSVGXULQJ
emergencies, crises and disasters. Moreover, it plans such
continuity of business according to the best international
experiences. Other themes of the visit included discussing
aspects of cooperation between the NCEMA and FNC.
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Investing in youth is a priority for
the wise leadership under Khalifa

HE Dr. Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi,
Chairman of the Department
of Education and Knowledge
0HPEHURIWKH([HFXWLYH2IÀFHRI
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to

Our leadership has paid special
attention to the development and
modernization of education systems
UAE is a homeland that embodies a
unique model of religious tolerance,
recognition of the other
Innovation (..) is rooted in the
thinking of the UAE leadership and
its people throughout its history
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HE Dr. Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi, Chairman of the Department
of Education and Knowledge (ADEK), Member of Abu
Dhabi Executive Council and Editor-in-Chief of Al Ain
(OHFWURQLF*DWHDIÀUPHGWKDWPRGHUDWLRQLVDQHVVHQWLDO
ingredient of UAE which is why it welcomes with open
hands the Other, regardless of their religion, nationality
or color.
He said that the “UAE has become the ultimate
destination of moderation, balance and coexistence.
Everyone in this country lives in the same boat and we
are blessed with an original environment that boosts
noble values derived from tolerant Islamic thought and
UHÀQHG KXPDQ PRUDOLW\ SDUWLFXODUO\ WKRVH WR GR ZLWK
good, justice, equality and other principles and concepts
that safeguard human rights and respect the right to life”.
In an exclusive interview with « Tawaree», he said that
the subject of moral education has entered the curricula
in the UAE thanks to the initiative of HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces. This is because morality occupies an
exceptionally high position in His Highness’ mind; HH
EHOLHYHV WKDW  ´QR PDWWHU KRZ DGYDQFHG  VFLHQWLÀFDOO\
technically and in terms of knowledge, nations’ survival
depends on the extent to which they preserve their
noble values and uphold their high principles to carry
on building its present and bright future. Furthermore,
VFLHQFH LV LQ HVVHQFH D UHÁHFWLRQ RI WKH YDOXHV RI
civilization and human morality”.
Dr. Al-Nuaimi stressed the essential role played by
young people in the life of the country. He said” With
the guidance and support of our wise leadership, we seek
to establish an educational system capable of providing
support to our youth, enabling them to unleash their
energies and abilities, and contribute effectively to the
service of their country. We are keen to prepare, in our
VFKRROVTXDOLÀHG\RXQJJHQHUDWLRQVFDSDEOHRIGHYLVLQJ
effective solutions to all issues and challenges facing
society, and also to try and help them to contribute more
in all areas of national work. This is because we believe
that young people are the wealth of our nation”. Having
highlighted the importance of innovation and stressed
the leadership›s keenness to promote and encourage it,
he addressed the importance of digitizing education and
the resources that Abu Dhabi Education Council deploys
make digitizing education a success story. The following
is the text of the interview:

What is the purpose of including the subject of
moral education in the UAE curriculum?
Moral education is an initiative launched by His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and under the
supervision of the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince›s Court,
an initiative that supports the educational process
in the curricula and works in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education, Department of Education and
Knowledge, and other relevant institutions.
0RUDO HGXFDWLRQ LQFOXGHV ÀYH PDLQ HOHPHQWV
ethics, self and community development, culture and
heritage, civic education, rights and responsibilities.
7KH PRUDO HGXFDWLRQ VXEMHFW UHÁHFWV WKH YDOXHV
and ethics of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
and his belief in the status of virtuous values in the
building of nations, the advancement of peoples
and their development. No matter how advanced
VFLHQWLÀFDOO\WHFKQLFDOO\DQGLQWHUPVRINQRZOHGJH
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nations’ survival depends on the extent to which they
preserve their noble values and uphold their high
principles to carry on building its present and bright
IXWXUH)XUWKHUPRUHVFLHQFHLVLQHVVHQFHDUHÁHFWLRQ
of the values of civilization and human morality.
The school and home are partners in education,
and neither can play the role alone. They are
complementary to each other and are united in
responsibility. It is not right for parents to imagine
that school alone is responsible for raising children, or
for school to abandon its educational responsibility.
One of the greatest means of education is the role
PRGHO·VLQÁXHQFHEHFDXVHWKHHGXFDWRULVWKHLGHDO
for his children, whether a father or a teacher; son
imitates his father’s behavior and ethics. Following
his father’s example, the son grows up and builds
RQWKHJRRGTXDOLWLHVDQGHWKLFVWKDWKHIRXQGLQKLV
parents and teachers.
Education contributes to the protection of young
people from discrimination and hatred. How can
the role of education be enabled to eliminate these
threats and safeguard the society of tomorrow from
their harmful effects?
8$(LVDKRPHODQGWKDWHPERGLHVDXQLTXHPRGHO
of religious tolerance, recognition of the other and
cultural coexistence among different nationalities
and religions. It has become the ultimate destination
of moderation, balance and coexistence. Everyone in
this country lives in the same boat and we are blessed
with an original environment that boosts noble values
GHULYHG IURP WROHUDQW ,VODPLF WKRXJKW DQG UHÀQHG
human morality, particularly those to do with good,
MXVWLFH HTXDOLW\ DQG RWKHU SULQFLSOHV DQG FRQFHSWV
that safeguard human rights and respect the right to
life. The approach of good leadership gided by the
vision of HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, may Allah save him and the
directives of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, has always sought to bring happiness to the
members of society, especially students.
The UAE has devised a developmental pattern that
is a living example of tolerance and coexistence by
an educational and cultural project that establishes
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these values in the minds of young people and
society through educational curricula and programs
that support our noble values and our ancient human
heritage, combat discrimination and hatred. We thus
lifted our educational system new and much higher
levels based on learned , creative and innovative in
order to do all mankind a good service.
Our leadership has paid special attention to
the development and modernization of education
systems in line with new technical inventions,
cultural progress and to meet all the needs and
UHTXLUHPHQWV RI WKH GHYHORSPHQW EDVHG RQ LWV ÀUP
belief that education for all is one of the major
issues that needs to be harnessed, not least because
education is the effective weapon to confront hatred
and discrimination that are generated by ignorance.
Youth are the future of the UAE and its main
wealth. How do you seek to train them to be effective
individuals in a distinguished, developed and safe
society?
- Youth are the nation treasure and its guarantor of
a better future. Investing in this wealth is a priority
for the wise leadership of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE, who believes that empowering young people
DQG TXDOLI\LQJ WKHP LQ D VRXQG VFLHQWLÀF PDQQHU
is necessary to enhance their role in the process of
comprehensive and sustainable development.
With the guidance and support of our wise
leadership, we seek to establish an educational
system capable of providing support to our youth,
enabling them to unleash their energies and abilities,
and contribute effectively to the service of their
country. We are keen to prepare, in our schools,
TXDOLÀHG \RXQJ JHQHUDWLRQV FDSDEOH RI GHYLVLQJ
effective solutions to all issues and challenges facing
society, and also to try and help them to contribute
more in all areas of national work. This is because
we believe that young people are the wealth of our
QDWLRQDQGWKHPRUHVFLHQWLÀFDOO\TXDOLÀHGWKH\DUH
the more able they will be to participate effectively in
EXLOGLQJWKHQDWLRQDQGSURPRWLQJLWLQYDULRXVÀHOGV
The UAE has been among the ten most innovative
countries in the world. In your opinion, what is the
secret behind that, and do educational institutions

attach special importance to the promotion of the
culture of innovation in the country?
- Innovation is not a new approach to the UAE
and its leadership; it is rooted in the thinking of its
leadership and its people throughout its history.
It has contributed to the establishment of the
country’s position globally, and our wise leadership
seeks to make the UAE one of the most innovative
countries in the world during the coming years. It is
worth pointing out that our people now believe in
innovations, thanks to the UAE Vision 2021, which
aims to make the UAE one of the best countries in the
world by its 50th anniversary, as well as the National
Innovation Strategy launched in October 2014
and the naming of 2015 year of innovation. These
initiatives brought home to citizens that innovation
is our bridge to the future, our vehicle to cross into
knowledge - producing society.
Innovation and creativity cannot exist without a
modern and distinguished educational system, a real
LQWHUHVW LQ VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK DQ LQIUDVWUXFWXUH DQG
institutions that encourage innovation, participation
of all sectors of society in the work for innovation,
the encouragement of creators and the adoption of
their ideas and talents in addition to transforming
innovation into a wide spread national culture.
Therefore, we are working in cooperation with the
Ministry of Education in parallel tracks to promote
HGXFDWLRQ GHYHORS VFLHQWLÀF UHVHDUFK DQG PDNH
innovation a priority in our schools. In fact the
upgrading of education will make the exportation
RIWKHODVWEDUUHORIRLODIWHUÀIW\\HDUVIURPQRZD
moment of celebration and not sadness, as HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces, said in the government summit
in Dubai in 2015.
We are keen to instill the spirit of innovation
among our students by transforming the school
environment, in general, and the classroom in
particular, into incubator environments for talented
and creative people who will contribute to building
the knowledge economy and to develop teachers’
skills and abilities. Our students are at the very heart
of our development and prosperity on which future
growth and progress depend.

Digitalization of education and the empowerment
of digital education are two of the broad headlines
that have been frequently mentioned in recent years.
What has happened to the digital transformation
project for education in the UAE?
- In the Department of Education and Knowledge,
we have a separate e-learning department that focuses
on digital learning, training students and their families
and teachers on the new system in order to prepare for
the transfer to practical e-learning and have access to
an integrated educational system aimed at promoting
students› critical thinking and contemporary learning
through Using various resources and technology, we
organize robot competitions annually throughout the
emirate and state schools.
In addition, the “Programming for Life” initiative
was launched at the beginning of 2015-2016 and
a joint program was implemented with Google to
train some 300,000 students in public and private
schools in the emirate with computer programming
skills, training and capacity building skills for
all technology , Information and communication
teachers in Abu Dhabi. Furthermore, night schooling
computer coding clubs were established.
The Department of Education has recently signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
Emirates University and Al-Bayt Almutihad Society
6RFLHW\ RI 8QLÀHG +RPH  WR RSHQ DQ LQQRYDWLRQ
center in Al Ain city with the support of Google. The
center will provide free courses in digital technology
for students aged 8 to 24 years, and it will start at Al
Ain University this year.
The Innovation Center will be a platform that
combines both education and technology through
regular workshops and classes focusing on three
key areas, including the Application Factory where
students will learn to develop smart phone and robot
applications including virtualization using Google
Cartoons. The Centre’s other space includes «Space
Maker» to teach students three-dimensional printing,
design of small robots, laser cutting, and provides
WKH WKLUG ÀHOG LQ DQ DXWRPDWHG OHDUQLQJ FHQWHU
ZKHUHVWXGHQWVOHDUQWKHEDVLFFRQFHSWVRIDUWLÀFLDO
intelligence, have hands-on experience, with no
need for a prior training in computer science and
mathematics.
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Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak‘s directions

To strengthen the family locally and globally to face risks,
achieve stability and security
Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, President of the General Women’s Union,
Supreme President the Family Development Foundation and Head of the Supreme
Council for Motherhood and Childhood, the Mother of the UAE, always directs that family
fabric should be enhanced and everything that can strengthen it should be offered. This
is because of her conviction that the family is the real basis for the progress of society, its
stability and success. Her Highness is keen on the safety and development of the family,
children and women wherever they are, because HH is convinced that the cohesive family
OLYLQJLQVDIHW\LVWKHÀUVWEULFNLQDVHFXUHDQGMXVWKXPDQVRFLHW\
Two strategies
Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak, in a speech delivered
on her behalf by the Secretary-General of the Supreme
Council for Motherhood and Childhood Reem Abdullah
Al-Falasi, last July, the National Strategy for Motherhood
and Childhood, as well as the Strategic Plan for the
Promotion of the Rights and Development of Children
with Disabilities 2017-2021. HH directs that a day for
the Emirati Children be named, and called upon all
community groups to participate in this annual celebration
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that marks the signing of the United Arab Emirates on the
Charter of the World Childhood.
HH said “the state’s rapid response, its adoption of
the National Strategy for Motherhood and Childhood
and the Strategic Plan for the Promotion of the Rights of
Children with Disabilities, which the State has decided
to call them (stakeholders), all indicate that the state is
interested in these two important sectors and keen to
open new avenues before them to go forward steadily
and surely”.

She pointed out that she announced the launch of
these strategies so work can begin on the development
of programs and operational plans to train mothers and
children and prepare them to exercise their rights and
move forward to serve the nation and all its children.
HH added “In accordance with these two strategies,
we also announce the establishment, and celebration,
of the UAE Children’s Day on March 15 each year to
encourage children to exercise their rights and honor their
PRWKHUVZKRVHHNDOOWKHORYHVWUHQJWKDQGHIÀFLHQF\IRU
their children.

Family development
Her Highness has directed that programs, services,
workshops for the family, should all increase and
develop appropriately, for HH believes in the essential
role of the family in the upbringing and education, and
the preparation of generations and to achieve stability,
security and peace. This took place after Her Highness
had been briefed by Maryam Mohammed Al Rumaithi,
Director General of Family Development Foundation,
on the progress in implementing plans for programs and
services, which were presented during the eighth summer
forum launched by the Foundation last July under the
slogan “Good Year. The family is the basis of cohesive
society”
The guidance of HH the Mother of the UAE stems
from the objectives for which the Foundation was
established, and its role in the consolidation of religious
values and the promotion of noble community principles
that are consistent with the original Arab traditions in
order to ensure the unity of the family.
Al Rumaithi praised the directives of HH Sheikha
Fatima bint Mubarak for the care and development of the
Emirati family. She added that the directives emphasize
the importance of the strategies and the programs that
are related to the development of family capacities and
enable them to confront all sorts of risks. This is done
by launching family and community initiatives as well
as organizing training and awareness workshops, in
addition to providing services that will achieve safety.
Such a move is especially important for the young who
are encouraged by the Foundation to undertake fruitful
work, produce, make and give in order to achieve family
stability and enhance the value of serving the homeland
and preserving its identity and originality as well as
adherence to humanitarian principles.

Global strategy
This close attention to, and follow-up of, the family
affairs in the UAE and surveying what is needed to
further development, underlined by keenness to take the
family forward, help it to achieve stability and provide
security as well as safety for its members and society.
HH the Mother of UAE directed full implementation
in the UAE of the “Every Woman and Every Child
Everywhere” initiative and also of the United Nations
Global Strategy to provide health assistance to children,
adolescents and women.
Al Reem Abdullah Al Falasi, said earlier in a statement
to the Expert Meeting on Every Woman and Every Child
in Everywhere in Washington that the relevant global
strategy is receiving the appropriate attention from
the UAE. The country is keen to support sustainable
development and to assist children and women in
general, especially victims of natural disasters and wars.
She stressed that Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint
Mubarak has always paid attention to the initiative of
«Every woman and every child everywhere» in order to
provide real assistance to women and children and to take
them forward on the path of safety and psychological and
family stability.
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Celebrating UAE Women's Day

Dr. Jamal Al-Hosani: women represent badges of honor
In celebration of the “Emirati Women's Day”, on August 28, DR Jamal Al Hosani,
Director General of the National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority
(NCEMA) visited Al Karama Oasis in Abu Dhabi, accompanied by a delegation that
included Directors of NCEMA departments and a number of its women employees. HE
praised the role of women in our lives as mothers, workers and caregivers.

In the footsteps of Khalifa
During this visit, Dr Al Hosani stressed the keenness
of all Emiratis to join forces, give generously, and follow
the footsteps of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, may Allah save him.
He cited Sheikh Khalifa’s saying that “nothing should
stand in the way of a march that offers women the right,
like men, to adopt the highest positions in proportion to
WKHLUDELOLWLHVDQGTXDOLÀFDWLRQVµ
Al Hossani stressed that UAE woman is proving her
PHWDO DV D GLVWLQJXLVKHG DQG KLJKO\ TXDOLÀHG SHUVRQ LQ
YDULRXVÀHOGVRIZRUNLQFOXGLQJKHUSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQWKH
ranks of the armed forces, national service, police and
security.
Our virtuous mother .. “Mother of the Emirates”
He said , on behalf of the National Emergency, Crisis
and Disaster Management Authority and on behalf of the
sons and daughters of our beloved nation, we are honored
today to extend our sincere greetings and congratulations
to our noble mother, the UAE Sheikha Fatima bint
Mubarak, President of General Women Union, Supreme
President of Family Development, President of the
Supreme Council for Motherhood and Childhood. He
thanked her for her tireless efforts, unlimited gifts and
great achievements that serve the interests of our dear
country and develop it further. Her Highness’ dedication
paves the way for women to achieve comprehensive
WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ LQ YDULRXV ÀHOGV VR WKDW 8$( ZRPDQ
became today a key partner in the leadership of the
process of sustainable development, and is able to assume
the highest positions in the sovereign and executive and
legislative authorities. It is worth pointing out at this
juncture that the United Arab Emirates is scoring the
highest percentage in terms of women representation
LQWKHFDELQHWDQGLWDOVRKDVWKHÀUVWSUHVLGHQWRIWKH
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Parliament of the Arab world.
The leaders’ support
He added that Emirati women continue their progress,
thanks to the continuing support of the leadership, and
UHPDLQSLRQHHUVLQVHOÁHVVQHVVOR\DOW\WRWKHKRPHODQG
ZLOOLQJQHVV IRU VDFULÀFH DQG UHGHPSWLRQ PDNLQJ WKHP
leading models in the region. Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, the founding leader of the UAE, was keen to
support women, empower them and remove all obstacles
that hindered their advancement.
Zayed’s insightful vision and wise leadership remain
deeply rooted in the thought and approach of His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the UAE. HH has thus boosted the support of women
by launching ambitious programs and opening wide
horizons for them to be key partners with their brothers
LQYDULRXVÀHOGVRIQDWLRQDODFWLRQ:RPHQKDYHDOVRKHOG
the highest political, executive and legislative positions
as well as higher echelon positions associated with
strategies and decision-making. Dr Al-Hosani concluded
by saying: “Our message has not and will not change. It is
written loyally to record our commitment alongside men
and women to continue our journey to a bright future.
They are medals of honor, glory and crowns of pride and
glory.

