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Martyrdom is the ultimate expression of 
devotion and love. And because martyrs have been 
given a special standing with Allah, and because 
those who make the ultimate sacrifice defending 
their people and their homeland deserve to be 
adequately acknowledged and revered, and in 
keeping with the timeless verse in the Holy Quran 
that says: “Do not imagine those killed in the path 
of God to be dead. Rather, they are alive with their 
Lord,”

His Highness the President Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan has issued a decision that 
the 30th day of November every year shall be 
observed as Martyrs Day, as a tribute to the UAE’s 
fallen heroes.

Greatness is the mark of the Emirati people; 
people of genuine grit and resolve who show their 
true colours in times of difficulty. The national, 
popular cohesion that was exhibited in this 
country is yet to be encountered anywhere else in 
the world nowadays; it could only happen in the 
UAE. It was a sight to revel in, the day the country 
laid its fallen heroes to rest. People from every city 
and town came out, united under one banner, to 
celebrate those most noble of men and accompany 
them to their final resting place. Ahead of them 
all, were the country’s leaders, Sheikhs and senior 
officials, who, in their fatherly fashion, came to 
pay their respect and mourn with their people.

It shall be recorded in the annals of history that 
the children of Zayed have written, in resplendent 
letters of light, a timeless tale of sacrifice and 
selflessness when they shed their blood to 
champion justice and support their brethren in 
Yemen and their right to a decent, stable life.

Our wise leadership’s decision to mark the 
day reflects its keenness to continue to embrace 
and care for its children, for whom it provides 
countless opportunities and unparalleled welfare, 
stability and security. Martyrs Day is our wise 
leadership’s expression of the pride it takes in its 
brave men and women and in their sacrifices.

Ever since our first martyr fell back on 
November 30, 1971 on Greater Tunb Island, many 
of our valiant heroes, in their attempt to give back 
to the homeland and to the wise leadership, and 
imbibed with a pure sense of allegiance to the 
Emirates, have made the ultimate sacrifice… They 

have earned the highest standing in our collective 
consciousness, in our heats and minds.

True to their pledge of honour, our fearless 
Armed Forces officers, diplomatic officers and 
volunteers answered the call of duty, keen to fulfil 
their promise and show the entire world the true 
face of Emiratis who respect their religion and 
uphold their homeland and leadership.

In humanitarian fields as on battlefields, many 
of our beloved countrymen have given their last 
breath, only to become shining stars in our skies. 
Undeterred by external enemies or terrorists, our 
heroes charge forward, in keeping with the UAE’s 
unwavering commitment to the path drawn for 
it by the forefathers: the UAE shall always offer 
a helping hand to those in need, it shall always 
champion those subjected to injustice, it shall 
always support those who live under occupation. 
The UAE shall forever stand by what is right, for 
it is an oasis that breeds tolerance and moderation 
and it shall always reject extremism.

Let us make November 30th a national day par 
excellence. Let us make it an occasion to renew our 
pledge to our martyrs to follow in their footsteps 
and make every sacrifice to defend our people and 
preserve our homeland and our achievements. 
Let us make it a show of solidarity, cohesion and 
unity; the day we publicly declare loyalty to our 
national identity and true belonging to our state, 
under the guidance of our wise leadership.

This is how we pay tribute to our heroes. This 
is how we immortalise their sacrifices. This is how 
we protect their pledge and this is how we keep 
their flame burning strong throughout time.

The martyrs of duty are medals of honour on 
our chests. They are banners of glory that don the 
name of the Emirates, revered by a distinguished 
leadership that has put itself at the service of this 
country and its people.

May Allah have mercy on the souls of our brave 
heroes. May they be with Him in the heavens 
above.

God save the UAE and its people.
Editorial

Our Martyrs: Beacons of Heroism and Sacrifice
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The President also ordered that this national 
event be declared a public holiday.

On this glorious day, national ceremonies 
and events will be organised where all state 
institutions, nationals and non-nationals will 
be engaged to promote, mark and remember 
the values of sacrifice, dedication and loyalty, 
which are deeply embedded in the conscience 
of the UAE citizens who sacrificed their lives 
in battles of heroism, dedication and national 
duty.

His Excellency Dr. Jamal Al Hossani, the 
Director General of NCEMA praised the 

president’s wise decision to mark Martyrs’ 
Day, which reflects the high esteem noble and 
valiant heroes receive in the public conscience, 
for they have made the ultimate sacrifice in 
defence of the homeland and its people and in 
protection of the country’s achievements and 
future.

HR Dr. Al Hossani added: “It is our wise 
leadership’s custom to mark the achievements 
and sacrifices of its children.” And he went on 
to emphasise that the decision will contribute 
to further entrench values of allegiance and 
loyalty to the society and it strengthe national 

Upon a decision from the President

November 30th, Martyrs Day
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan issued a decision to name the 

30th of November of every year as Martyrs Day. will be observed as 'Martyr's Day' in memory of 
and in tribute to the sacrifices offered by the nation's martyrs and its loyal people, who offered 
their lives so as to keep the UAE flag flying aloft while they were performing their national 
duties within and outside the country, in civilian, military and humanitarian fields.

wam
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cohesion. He called on Emiati nationals and 
residents to embrace the occasion and find 
creative ways to give back to this nation, 
following in the martyrs’ footsteps.

For his part, HE Saif Mohammed Arhama 
Al Shams, NCEMA’s Deputy Director, valued 
the president’s initiative and noted that it 
represents “a kind fatherly gesture, the likes 

of which we have grown accustomed to from 
our wie leadership since the establishment of 
our beloved nation.” and he went on to add: 
“our martyrs are role models. We reward their 
sacrifices by walking in their footsteps and 
working diligently and relentlessly to give back 
to our homeland.”

On November 30, 1971, 
only two days before the 
proclamation of the United 
Arab Emirates, officer 
Salem bin Suhail Khamis 
bin Zeil, badge number 
190 from Al Meneaei 
mountainous area in Ras 
Al Khaimah was killed in 
the line of duty, defending 
the country’s flag, while 
performing his mission 
along with five of his 
colleagues on the occupied Greater Tunb 
Island.  The twenty year old was shot dead 
by the invading Iranian forces for refusing 
to surrender and take down the flag of the 
UAE.

Salem insisted to perform his duties as 
director of the Tunb Security Centre. He 
tore pamphlets that were dropped from 
Iranian planes over the station calling troops 
to surrender. He refused to communicate 
with Iranian soldiers who came to break 
into the centre and told his five colleagues: 
“None of them will come close to us. We 
will defend our position until the last drop of 

blood... Hold your heads 
up high and stand tall 
like the flag that flutters 
in our sky.” Salem fired 
in the direction of the 
enemy troops and shot 
down a general, while his 
colleagues took down a 
number of attackers. He 
crawled towards the flag 
pole, but was shot dead 

under the flag.
Salem’s five colleagues were been 

captured when their ammunition ran out. 
They were later released on December 25, 
1971 and flown back to Dubai Airport on 
board an International Red Cross plane.

Salem bin Suhail Khamis bin Zeil was 
laid to rest by islanders on the island where 
he sacrificed his life.

Salem was the youngest of five brothers 
and part of a group of the region’s young 
men who joined Ras Al Khaimah Police.

Why November 30?
Who was Emirati hero Salem bin Suhail who fell on this date?
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Keeping up with Events

Affects individuals and associations...
with penalties up to death President issues law 

against hate crimes and discrimination  
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, President of the UAE has 
issued a decree enacting a new law that 
criminalises contempt of religion, all forms 
of discrimination among individuals or 
groups on the grounds of religion, caste, 
creed, doctrine, race or ethnic origin, 
and rejecting hate speech. The law also 
criminalises exploitation of religion to term 
individuals and groups as infidels (takfeer), 
and provides for penalties of up to the death 
sentence if murder insues as a result of 
takfeer coupled with incitement to murder. 

The Anti-Discriminatory Law (2) of 2015 
prohibits any act that would be considered as 
insulting God, religions, prophets or apostles 
or holy books or houses of worship. It also 
prohibits discrimination against individuals or 
groups on the grounds of religion, caste, creed, 
doctrine, race or ethnic origin. It criminalises 
any acts that stoke religious hatred and/or 
which insult religion through any form of 
expression, be it speech or the written word, 
books, pamphlets or via online media.

Defamation of religions and sanctities
The law criminalises abuse or insult of 

religions and religious symbols as well as 
violation or desecration of holy books.  It also 
criminalises any act that amounts to abuse of 
religion or vandalism of religious rituals, holy 
sites or symbols. Penalties for violation of the 

above-mentioned provisions of the law include 
jail term for no less than five years and/or a fine 
ranging from Dh250,000 to Dh2 million for 
any of the above-mentioned acts.

A penalty of jail term for no less than seven 
years and a fine ranging from Dh500,000 to 
Dh2 million was set for any sacrilegious or 
abusive acts, in any form of expression, against 
God, the prophets, the apostles, their wives or 
their companions.

Exploitation of religion to incite hatred
The law provides for jail term for no less 

than 10 years in addition to a fine that ranges 
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from Dh500,000 to Dh2 million in sanction 
of any violation of its provisions due to an 
act perpetrated by a public officer during the 
performance of his/her duties of a religious 
person or at a house of worship. The law 
reserves a penalty of temporary imprisonment 
for exploitation of religion to term others as 
infidels, be it orallym in writing or by any 
other means of expression. The penalty shall be 
death in case religious incitement was to lead 
to murder. 

Discrimination and incitement of hatred
The decree provides for a jail term of no 

less than 10 years for any entity or group 
established specifically to provoke religious 
hatred and recommends stringent punishments 
for groups or supporters of any organisations or 
individuals that are associated with hate crimes. 

It also bars any kind of events such as 
conferences and meetings within the UAE 
organised with the sole purpose of sowing seeds 
of discrimination, discord or hatred against 
individuals or groups on the grounds of faith, 
origin or race. Receiving financial support for 
such activities is also punishable under the new 
law. It allows public authorities to resort to 
force if necessary to break up such meeting or 
conference.

Financial support for criminal acts
The law provides stringent punishment for 

receiving, solliciting or offering funding for 
any of the criminalised acts punishable under 
the provisions of this law.

 
Violations committed by legal persons

The law imposes the same sanctions on 
representatives, directors or agents of a legal 

person (entity) should the criminalised acts 
stipulated in the law be committed by one of 
their employees, or on their behalf or for their 
benefit and with their knowledge. The legal 
person shall be jointly liable for the payment of 
fines or compensation as decided.

The court shall issue a ruling ordering 
the dissolution, temporary or permanent 
shutdown of any associations, centres, bodies, 
organisations, groups and branches found in 
violation of the provisions of the law, as well 
as the confiscation of any funds, equipment, 
instruments or papers used in the commission 
of the crimes stipulated in this Law. Expatriates 
shall be deported following the serving of their 
punishments. 

Exemptions
The law affords exemption from punishment 

to offenders in any of the crimes stipulated 
in this Law that proceed to inform judicial 
or administrative authorities of the crime 
prior to its detection. Should the person in 
question report the crime after it was detected 
by authorities, he/she may be exempted from 
punishment in case his/her report leads to the 
apprehension of the rest of the perpetrators. 

The Law also considered that any advantages 
or benefits granted, under any other UAE law, 
to women, children, persons with disabilities 
or the elderly or others shall not be deemed as 
prohibited discriminatory acts.

The law shall come into force one month 
after its publication in the Official Gazette.
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Praising the heroic actions of Armed Forces officers

Mohd. bin Rashid and Mohd. bin Zayed:
We defend peace and denounce violence

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, asserted 
during a meeting with the family of Emirati 
martyr Saif Youssuf Ahmed Bilhol Al Falasi, 
who fell in the line of duty within the Arab 
Coalition Forces in Operation Restoring Hope 
in the Republic of Yemen, at their home in 
Dubai, that Staff Sergeant Saif is "a role model 
who sacrificed himself setting an example 
of patriotism for other Emirati youths when 
it comes to defending the sovereignty and 
independence of our country and protect the 
national and cultural gains of the homeland as 
well as the principles of justice and peace.”

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum and His Highness Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan consoled 
the martyr’s mother and said that "all the UAE 
youths are Saif as they were brought up, taught 
and had grown up while adopting and following 
the legacy late of Sheikh Zayed and in an 
Islamic and Arab country which denounces 
violence, terrorism, injustice, aggression on our 
gains, national sovereignty, rights and supports 
all actions and international and legitimate 
resolutions for peace and truth."

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime 
Minister and Ruler of Dubai and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces praised 
the heroic actions of the valiant members of our Armed Forces in many regions and countries 
that have witnessed security and political unrest, and in the territories in which they have 
contributed, within the United Nations forces, to the establishment of justice, peace and 
stability.

wam
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According to UN data

The UAE… world first aid provider to Yemen
The United Arab Emirates 

ranked first globally, as the 
largest aid provider during 
the humanitarian crisis in 
Yemen in 2015. 

Data released by the 
Organization of the United 
Nations Financial Tracking 
Device showed that the total 
value of UAE humanitarian 
aid to Yemen this year, as 
per the directives of the wise 
leadership, amounted to 
Dh508.7 million (USD138.5 
million) out of the global 
aid which amounts to Dh1,650 billion 
(approximately USD449,5 million), meaning 
that the UAE aid amounted to 31 per cent of the 
total value of aid sent by other countries during 
the crisis in Yemen.

HE Sheika Lubna Bint Khalid Al Qassimi, 
Minister of International Cooperation and 
Development, Chairperson of the UAE National 
Committee for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Aid noted that 
the United Nations’ recognition 
of the UAE’s pioneering role 
in responding to catastrophic 
crises like the one in Yemen goes 
to confirm the validity and the 
soundness of the directives of 
our wise leadership: HH Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
President of the UAE, HH Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, UAE Vice President, 

Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, and HH 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces.

Sheikha Lubna added that the UAE 
will continue unabated with unwavering 
determination to support all those affected by 
humanitarian crises around the world. 

wam
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According to the Arab Women Foundation’s Annual Report

UAE ranks first on women empowerment
in the Arab World for the year 2014

The United Arab Emirates ranks 
number one in the Arab world on 
empowerment of Women for the 
year 2014, while the Arab Women 
Foundation expressed in its annual 
report for the year 2014 its appreciation 
of the UAE for pursuing policies of 
women empowerment. Women make 
up 22 per cent of the members of 
the Federal National Council, which 
is the highest proportion of female 
participation in the Arab countries for 
the third year running.

In its annual report for 2014 on the 
reality of the participation of Arab women 
in decision-making bodies, governments, 
parliaments and parliamentary elections in the 
countries, the Arab Women Foundation pointed 
out that with the number of women ministers 
increasing from two to four, the UAE steadily 
makes way towards more opportunities for 
women participation especially in areas such as 
the judiciary and the diplomatic corps as well 
as in the business world.

The report distributed in English and French 
to United Nations organisations, the European 
Union headquarters in Brussels, European 
universities, research centres and women 
bodies in the Arab world, underlined that in 
Kuwait, women’s presence was remarkable, 
mainly for strongly participating in the 
elections, succeeding for the first time in history 
in gaining four parliamentary seats through the 
polls. It also signaled the importance of the 
increasing number of women ministers from 
four to eight in the new government formed in 
Mauritania, and underlined the need to adopt 
policies limiting illiteracy among women in 
several Arab countries, and the need to combat 
illiteracy among girls due to social customs.

Media Advisor for the Arab Women 
Foundation, Dr. Souad Suleiman praised the 
initiatives of a number of Arab countries in 
seeking and following policies that enhance 
women participation in various fields, by 
issuing laws that actively contribute to 
empowering women to reach parliaments or 
assuming political, governmental, executive 
and leading posts that set the way for women to 
succeed and advance. She added that some Arab 
countries, like the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
have seen for the first time the nomination of 30 
women to the membership of the Consultative 
Council, and a woman being attributed the post 
of Deputy Minister of Education, as well as 
the formation of boards for businesswomen in 
several Chambers of Commerce, in addition to 
awarding scholarships to thousands of women 
to give them the chance to pursue their higher 
education in universities abroad. And she 
added: “With all these positive improvements, 
it is necessary to improve and renew the 
legislative system in some Arab countries in a 
way that contributes to improving the level of 
engagement and participation of Arab women.”

wam
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Following rumours about their spread

Experts confirm: 
No hermit spiders in the UAE

A number of specialists and 
environmental experts have 
denied rumors that have been 
circulating recently  on social 
media about the spread of the 
killer  brown spider killer known 
as the hermit spider, in a number 
of Arab Gulf countries, including 
the United Arab Emirates.

They explained that this species 
of spiders, which can be found 
in dry and hot regions around the 
world, does not exist in the UAE. 
They noted that there are two types 
of harmful and poisonous spiders: 
the tarantula, which can be found 
in tropical and subtropical regions, 
including the United Arab Emirates, and the 
Camel spider.

Tweeters on social media had recently 
circulated a message from an environmental 
organisation warning of the spread of the brown 
spider in the Arab Gulf states, and calling on 
people to take precautions, especially that 
this species of spiders appears during the 
summer period and in hot weather. The issue 
caused anxiety and fear among people who 
communicated with pesticide companies in a 
bid to eliminate the pest in their areas.

Commenting on the subject, Dr. Saif Al 
Ghais, Executive Director of the Environmental 
Protection and Development Agency in 
Ras Al Khaimah pointed out that “insects, 
reptiles and rodents usually spread during the 
summer, which is also a period for mating 
and reproduction, and it isn’t strange to think 
that an environment such as the UAE’s can 

be infested with insects or spiders or reptiles, 
some of which are harmful.” He explained that 
tarantulas can be found in the UAE, Yemen and 
the Levant. They are poisonous and their bite 
could lead to serious complications.

He pointed out that it is advised that people 
spray their homes with special pesticides, 
especially in areas where they pile up timber 
or around building materials and agricultural 
spaces.

For his part, Monzer bin Shakar, Director 
General of Ras Al Khaimah Municipality 
Department, advised the public to take 
precautions to protect themselves from 
reptiles or rodents, and to communicate with 
the competent authorities for the elimination 
of insects when need be. He added that the 
municipal department endeavours to develop 
and upgrade programmes for control of harmful 
insect.
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The YouTube channel was 
created to facilitate the 

arrival of meteorological 
services in the easiest and 

fastest route available
We’re always keen to keep 

abreast of scientific and 
technological developments 

in weather and seismic 
activity forecasting systems 

and software

Dr. Abdullah Ahmed Al Mandoos
Executive Director of "NCMS"  

Chairman of the
Permanent Arab

Committee on Meteorology
To “ ”

First step towards a space station 
specialising in weather and climate
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Dr. Abdullah Ahmed Al Mandoos, 
Executive Director of the National 
Centre for Meteorology and 
Seismology (NCMS) and Chairman 
of the Permanent Arab Committee on 
Meteorology stated that the NCMS 
is keen to keep abreast of all related 
new technological and scientific 
advances in order to improve 
monitoring systems outputs. Regular 
data exchange with neighbouring 
countries also contributes to widening 
the scope of the national network’s 
coverage, helping to improve the 
accuracy of locating and evaluating 
earthquake locations, he noted.

In an exclusive interview with 
Taware’e wa Azamat, Dr. Al Mandoos 
said the NCMS is able to scan air 
quality for any pollutants that have 
major impact on the atmosphere thanks 
to two monitoring networks: one to 
monitor ambient air quality and the 
other to monitor dustfall. 

About the new YouTube channel 
“UAE Weather”, which specialises 
in broadcasting weather bulletins and 
programmes, Al Mandoos said the 
launch of the channel came in line with 
the vision of the wise leadership in establishing 
the foundations of e-government, and to 
facilitate the arrival of meteorological services 
in the easiest and fastest route available. He 
explained that the channel provides daily 
weather forecasts directly from the only official 
source of meteorological information in the 
UAE.

He said the channel was the first step in 
creating a satellite channel specialised in 
weather and climate matters, adding that the 
channel would exclusively publish the weather 
bulletin through electronic media platforms.

Dr. Al Mandoos went on note that the NCMS-

run Emirates Research Program for Rain 
Enhancement Science has, in its first session, 
received a total of 78 preliminary researches 
from 34 countries around the world. They were 
evaluated by a specialised technical committee 
that selected 15 research teams to move to the 
next stage where they would be required to 
provide their projects in full at the committee’s 
next session this upcoming November. At the 
second stage, five full research projects will be 
selected to be announced in January 2016. The 
winning projects will share a USD5 million 
grant, which will be dispensed gradually during 
the three-year implementation period.



14 OCTOBER 2015

What are the NCMS’s main 
accomplishments for this year and your 
plans for the future?

From a strategic point of view, the election 
of the UAE to chair the Arab Leagues’ 
Permanent Committee on Meteorology 
marks a significant achievement that speaks 
to the centre’s prominent 
standing amongst similar 
organisations in the Arab 
World. From an Academic 
point of view, the centre 
has launched the Emirates 
Research Program for Rain 
Enhancement Science, which 
supports cloud seeding and 
rain enhancement research 
projects. At the same time, 
the NCMS has launched a 
new and updated weather 
forecast website as well as the 
YouTube weather channel, 
the first of its kind in the Arab 
World. The channel provides 
daily weather forecasts 
and weekly awareness and 
entertainment programmes in 
Arabic.

As for our future plans, the 
centre is currently planning 
to host the first Arab Forum on Meteorology 
and Climate as well as 32nd session of the 
Permanent Arab Committee on Meteorology. 
Construction works in NCMS’s new 
headquarters building are nearing completion. 
Once complete, the building will be equipped 
with advanced infrastructure that meets the 
criteria of business continuity and other such 
government initiatives. Towards this end, a 
number of projects have been listed in the 
centre’s plan. They are:

The project to design and construction of the 
network infrastructure,

The project to design and construct the 
meteorology and seismology operations centre,

The project to design and construct a studio 
to broadcast daily weather bulletins.

And, in line with the e-government strategy, 
a meteorology and seismology app for smart 
phones on ios and Android will be created. The 

NCSM has signed a number 
of agreements with various 
local and international bodies 
to enhance joint cooperation 
and ensure the exchange 
of expertise and ongoing 
development.

The NCSM has launched 
a YouTube weather 
channel, a first of its kind 
in the Arab World. What 
message do you intend to 
send out to the public with 
this project?

The launch of the channel 
came in line with the vision 
of the wise leadership in 
establishing the foundations of 
e-government, and to facilitate 
the arrival of meteorological 
services in the easiest and 
fastest route available. The 

daily weather bulletins will provide accurate 
information from the only official source of 
weather information in the UAE. With the 
combination of the latest in technology and 
the best in expertise, information on weather 
conditions becomes efficient and reliable.

What are your plans for the post-YouTube 
channel launch? Do you have plans to 
launch a satellite channel specialised in 
weather and climate matters?

The channel was the first step in creating 
a channel specialised in weather and climate 

●  In line with the 
e-government strategy, 

a meteorology and 
seismology app for smart 

phones on ios and Android 
will be created.

We, at the National Centre 
for Meteorology and 

Seismology have always 
dreamed of creating an 
academic specialisation 

to train Emirati youth in 
meteorology.
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matters. It will be an independent platform to 
provide official daily weather forecasts sourced 
from meteorological and seismic information.

The NCSM has introduced awards to 
encourage research in the field of rain 
enhancement and global warming. What can 
you tell us about that?

The Emirates Research Program for Rain 
Enhancement Science is presently in the final 
stages of its first session, which received a total 
of 78 preliminary researches 
from 34 countries around 
the world. They were 
evaluated by a specialised 
technical committee 
that selected 15 research 
teams to move to the next 
stage where they would 
be required to provide 
their projects in full at the 
committee’s next session 
this upcoming November. 
The second stage will bring 
together a number of first-
stage panellists and new 
panellists. All submitted 
research projects will 
be evaluated by a number of subject-matter 
specialists to ensure quality and scientific 
accuracy. At the second stage, five full research 
projects will be selected to be announced later in 
January 2016. The winning projects will share 
a USD5 million grant, which will be dispensed 
gradually during the three-year implementation 
period. At the same time, the programme will 
begin accepting preliminary projects for its 
second edition.

The NCMS, in cooperation with Abu 
Dhabi Polytechnic, has launched the first 
bachelor’s degree and the first diploma in 
meteorology in the country. Can you tell 
us more about it?

This was a dream-meets-reality project. We, 
at the National Centre for Meteorology and 
Seismology have always dreamed of creating 
an academic specialisation to train Emirati 
youth in meteorology, but lack of adequate 
infrastructure in local universities kept us 
from making our dreams a reality. But reality 
came with our wise leadership’s keenness to 
develop and foster national talent and provide 
it with the required academic systems, and 
this is how the new academic specialisation 

was born. It will have a 
leading role in providing 
expertise and scientific 
developments in matters of 
weather and climate, and 
ultimately, in contributing 
to the safety and prosperity 
of the UAE people. This 
is a specialisation that is 
becoming increasingly 
relevant in today’s world 
and, in the UAE, it will 
seek to attract and develop 
the best national human 
resources to work in the 
field of meteorology and 

seismology.
How does the NCMS deal with the 

changes in the atmosphere and Earth’s 
crust? Do you have cooperation and 
coordination systems in place with relevant 
regional and international bodies on these 
matters?

The NCMS incorporates a number of 
sections that specialise in the atmosphere. 
They include research and numerical 
forecasts, general forecasts and an ambient air-
monitoring network, to continuously monitor 
variables in the air and the atmosphere. The 
network consists of 7 stations in airports and 
69 other stations across the country, in addition 
to an overhead monitoring station in Abu 

●  Variables to the 
Earth’s crust are 

monitored through the 
close monitoring of local 

and regional seismic 
activity, through special 

monitoring networks and 
GPS networks
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Dhabi International Airport. The centre issues 
warnings and weather forecasts on a regular 
basis to all entities that require them across the 
UAE.

The centre monitors ambient air quality 
and air pollutants that impact the atmosphere, 
using two monitoring networks: one to monitor 
electronic air quality and the other to monitor 
dustfall.

The automated ambient air 
quality monitoring network 
consists of 8 stations, 4 of 
them in Ras Al Khaimah, 2 
in Ajman and 2 in Sharjah. 
It contains high-precision 
instrumentation that operate 
24/7 to detect critical air 
pollutants that have a major 
impact on the atmosphere 
and human health, which are: 
sulfur dioxide (SO2), carbon 
monoxide (CO), nitrogen 
dioxide (NO2), nitrogen 
monoxide (NO), ground-
level ozone gas (O3) and 
particulate matter (PM). 

Variables to the Earth’s 
crust are monitored through 
the close monitoring of local 
and regional seismic activity, through special 
monitoring networks and GPS networks. The 
NCMS currently participates with Abu Dhabi 
Municipality in a study of the Earth’s crust 
movements, which determines the movement 
rate of the Arabian plate compared to the 
Eurasian plate, compared to the rate of seismic 
activity in the region.

The centre also takes part with the Petroleum 
Institute in studies on the Earth’s crust in the 
northern regions, and in the region, through 

cooperation agreements, data and outcomes 
of projects of interest are exchanged with the 
Seismology Centre at Sultan Qaboos University 
in the Sultanate of Oman.

What systems are currently in place 
at the NCMS to ensure adherence to 
international operating standards?

The National Centre for 
Meteorology and Seismology 
represents the UAE at the 
World Meteorological 
Organization, a specialised 
United Nations organisation 
concerned with weather, 
climate and operational 
hydrology and related 
geophysical sciences. The 
WMO includes 184 sovereign 
nation states, and the UAE’s 
membership in it dates bacl to 
1986.

The weather, climate and 
water cycle in nature transcend 
geographical boundaries. 
This means that international 
cooperation and coordination 
between the meteorological 
facilities around the world 

and the standardisation of specifications and 
standards have become essential for the field of 
meteorology, its development and its ability to 
serve citizens.

The World Meteorological Organization 
provides the necessary framework for such 
international cooperation. And the NCMS’ 
commitment to the organisation’s standards and 
technical instructions, and its keenness to fulfill 
its international obligations in relation to free, 
instant exchange of essential meteorological 

●  The NCMS aims 
to enhance water 

resources in the UAE. 
Our meteorology 

department plans and 
carries out periodic 

cloud seeding opeations 
in the aim of enhancing 

rainfall, increasing 
groundwater levels.
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data between nations, have contributed to 
the centre’s elevated standing in the ranks of 
developed countries in this field. Under this 
cooperation, the centre establishes networks 
for air, climate, hydrological and geophysical 
monitoring, and exchanges, processes and 
calibrates relevant data, and assist in the transfer 
of technology, training and research related to 
cloud seeding.

The NCMS, in 
cooperation with Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai 
municipalities is currently 
establishing and operating 
the Seismological Network 
of the United Arab 
Emirates. What can you tell 
us about the international 
seismological station at 
Wadi Al Helou?

The Seismological Network 
of the UAE consists of 18 
sophisticated stations that 
cover all the country’s regions, 
including one station in 
Bahrain. The NCMS analyses 
data received from all stations 
and the municipalities of Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai take upon 
themselves the maintenance 
and operation of four stations each. The centre 
also exchanges data with 6 stations from the 
Omani seismological network and 27 stations 
from the global network, including Wadi Al 
Helou station, which has been established in 
coordination with Sharjah University and has 
been operational since 2011.

What are the outcomes of the updated 
air and seismic systems that have been put 
in place in the last five years?

The National Centre for Meteorology and 
Seismology always seeks to keep abreast of 
scientific and technical developments in related 
hardware and software, and to add new stations 
in order to improve monitoring systems outputs. 
It is keen on exchanging data with neighbouring 
countries, in order to increase the range of the 
national network’s coverage to help improve 

the accuracy of determining 
and evaluating earthquake 
locations. And in cooperation 
with the Municipality of Abu 
Dhabi, a network to monitor 
intense movements was 
established, which produces 
seismic intensity maps to 
support emergency and 
crisis management bodies. 
Monitoring systems have 
been installed in a number of 
uniquely designed buildings 
to monitor their behaviour 
in the event of powerful 
earthquakes, which helps 
structural engineers and 
building designers as well as 
licensing bodies, to update 
building codes.

What can you tell us about the periodic 
cloud seeding operations?

The NCMS aims to enhance water resources 
in the UAE. Our meteorology department 
plans and carries out periodic cloud seeding 
opeations in the aim of enhancing rainfall, 
increasing groundwater levels and promoting 
water harvesting, ultimately contributing to 
increasing the UAE’s strategic water reserves, 
which, in turn, supports agricultural acticvity 
and protects crops from drought.

●  The centre monitors 
ambient air quality 

and air pollutants that 
impact the atmosphere, 
using two monitoring 

networks: one to 
monitor electronic air 

quality and the other to 
monitor dustfall.
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 In
Confrontation

Joint study on readiness and response 
capabilities ranked the UAE fifth on the 

2015 global change readiness index
The UAE has emerged number five 

in the KPMG 2015 Change Readiness 
Index, based on an international study 
that measured the capabilities of state 
institutions, the quality of management, 
citizens and the powers of civil society.

Produced in partnership with Oxford 
Economics, the index rated 127 countries for 
their capability to prepare for or respond to 
change caused by financial crises, political 
shocks and natural disasters. The UAE came 
just behind Singapore, Switzerland, Hong Kong 
and Norway, and ahead of Qatar, Denmark, 
Sweden, Finland, Netherlands, Germany, UK, 
Canada, Japan, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Chile and the United States.

KPMG consists of a global network of 
professional services companies that offer 
auditing, taxation and consultation services in 
155 countries. Oxford Economics, on the other 
hand, specialises in forecasting and quantum 
analysis for business and government.

The Change Readiness Index ranked 127 
countries, including 90 that were covered in 
the 2013 index, in addition to a number of 
developed and developing nations.

No absolutes
The CRI shows that there are no absolutes 

when it comes to change readiness, said 
Timothy Stiles, Global Chair for International 
Development Assistance Services  (IDAS). 
“A country's wealth is certainly a contributing 

factor, but many countries compensate for 
lesser wealth with robust governance, a strong 
social foundation, and a positive business 
environment,” he added.

Non-oil sector growth
For his part, Vikas Papriwal, head of markets, 

KPMG Lower Gulf said:“The UAE’s non-oil 
sector has been growing rapidly, largely due 
to initiatives by the government to boost the 
private and government sector.”

“The CRI measures business environment, 
government capability, including fiscal, 
regulatory and security aspects and people and 
civil society capability, including civil society 
institutions, education, health and technology 
access – something that the UAE has 
successfully achieved over the past decade,” he 
noted.

The government’s role in encouraging 
entrepreneurship and SMEs will also lead to 
long-term economic development, he added.

Countries ranked in the CRI study
The list of countries included in the 2015 

CRI study was expanded from 90 countries in 
2013 to 127 this year, with Singapore ranking 
first for the second time. North and Western 
European countries occupied the first twenty 
ranks in general.
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Only sons and children of Emirati women allowed into national service

Under the guidance of the wise
leadership and the insistence of parents

Fourth batch of recruits report to training camps

The National and Reserve Service Authority 
reported that the new batch is relatively one 
of the biggest in number, indicating that it had 
completed the equipment of the facilities to 
receive the recruits, including physical training 
centres in all training camps. The NRSA pointed 
out that the physical training centres also focus 
on mental, psychological and behavioural 
training in addition to offering fitness and 

healthy nutrition courses, to ensure that recruits 
will meet the requirements of military training 
and qualification. 

For their part, the recruits expressed their 
excitement to be performing their national 
duty to serve and defend their homeland in 
response to the call to duty by His Highness 
the President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 

The UAE Armed Forces training centres received late August the fourth batch of recruits 
and reserve national service volunteers, which included high school, college and university 
graduates. Young Emirati women, too, swarmed registration centres. And for the first time, 
the only sons in their families and children of Emirati women were allowed to volunteer in 
the ranks of national service.

wam
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Nahyan, Supreme Commander of the Armed 
Forces, and His Highness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President, 
Prime Minister Ruler of Dubai, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, and 
Their Highnesses Supreme Council Members 
and rulers of the Emirates.

In the meantime, the second batch of 
alternative service recruits began their training. 
These are Emiratis that were classed in the fifth 
category according to their medical test results. 
Alternative service recruits are assigned to 
administrative, technical or civil duties in 
all units of the Armed Forces, the Defence 
Ministry or any other services as determined by 
the NRSA. Alternative service ensures that all 
citizens, including those who are medically unfit 
for military training, will get the opportunity to 
perform their national duty.

In Abu Dhabi, Khawla bint Al Azwar Military 
School received the third batch of female 
recruits from all over the country. They will 
receive their training from female trainers and 
supervisors. It should be noted that enrolment 

for national service for 
female citizens is optional 
and requires the consent of a 
recruit’s legal guardian. The 
national service for female 
recruits is nine months 
regardless of academic 
qualifications.

In Al Ain the Armed Forces 
General Command received 
new recruits in all its three 
camps: camps (1) and (2) for 
new recruits, and the Sih Al 
Lohma camp. 

In the Western Region, 
Liwa camp received the fourth batch of recruits, 
which included a number of high school 
students, according to the camp commander. 
They were duly processed and handed their 
gear and introduced to the camp layout and 
rules. Trainers had organised some lectures for 
the recruits ahead of the inauguration of the 
training course… The commander pointed out 
that the turnout and enthusiasm of recruits and 
parents were impressive.

The recruits and their parents praised the 
wise leadership’s decision to introduce National 
Service training camps for young people, and 
prepare them to defend the homeland. 

In Ajman the Armed Forces General 
Command Manama Training Centre received 
recruits that included high school graduates of 
2015 and university graduates.

The recruits will receive basic training for a 
period of three months, comprising military and 
field exercises as well as fitness and physical 
exercises; they will also attend lectures on 
security and patriotism, which aim to promote 
national values and the sense of allegiance and 
loyalty to the homeland.

wam
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On the other hand, the National and Reserve 
Service Authority announced that it will start 
accepting applications of only sons in their 
families and the children of Emirati women 
to volunteer to the National Service given the 
widespread demand from citizens in these two 
categories who aspire to serve their country. 
The NRSA expressed its sincere thanks and 
gratitude to the wise leadership for this sound 
decision that serves everyone’s interest and 
will contribute to the preservation of the social 
fabric by giving the opportunity for citizens to 
express their gratitude and their affiliation to 
the homeland.

Citizens from these two categories can 
submit their applications at any one of the 
recruitment centres across the state once they 
meet the medical fitness requirements and get 
the approval of National and Reserve Service 
Committee. All requirements are available on 
the NRSA website.

The decision to allow the recruitment of these 
two categories came after much urging from 
parents, to find a way to enrol their children 
who do not meet the requirements. They 
stressed that national service is an honour they 
don’t want to be deprived of. 

National Service for 
recruits of the categories 
“only son” and “children 
of Emirati women” is nine 
months for high school 
graduates or equivalent and 
above, and two years for 
those who haven’t graduated 
high school… National 
Service for women will be 
nine months regardless of 
academic qualifications, and 
they will undergo different 

types of training and military and security 
exercises. 

The National and Reserve Service Authority 
called on all government and private bodies 
to cooperate and commit to the provisions of 
Federal Law (6) of 2014 pertaining to national 
and reserve service with regards to retaining 
employees’ privileges while they are performing 
their national service duties following a 
number of complaints and grievances related to 
promotions, salaries and privileges.

The NRSA pointed out that the first paragraph 
of the general provisions of Chapter 3 of article 
28 of the Law states that all ministries, public 
departments, federal, local bodies and private 
sector entities must retain the positions of 
recruited employees until they complete their 
national service or for the duration of the call of 
duty. Positions can be filled temporarily during 
this period.

The NRSA emphasised that the law is clear 
and explicit regarding the violation or breach 
of any of its published articles. Article 38 
states that he who violates the provisions and 
regulations of this law will be punished by 
imprisonment or payment of a fine or both.

wam
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Gargash: will have an important role
in supporting stability in the region as a whole

UA and US launch "SAWAB" centre against extremism
In confirmation of the its firm 

commitment to the values of 
moderation and tolerance, which 
are an intrinsic part of its history 
and culture, which rejects militancy 
and extremism in all its forms and 
practices, the UAE, in coordination 
with a number of countries, active 
governments and institutions around 
the world continues to translate its 
commitments through a variety of 
means and platforms.

As part of the UAE’s initiatives to combat 
extremism and fanaticism, including the 
establishment of the Hidaya Center for training, 
dialogue and cooperation in the fight against violent 
extremism in all its manifestations and forms, and 
to support international efforts to prevent and 
combat terrorism, as well as the establishment of 
the Forum for the Promotion of Peace in Muslim 
Societies and the Muslim Elders Council... His 
Excellency Dr. Anwar bin Mohammed Gargash, 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, along with 
Mr. Richard Stengel, Undersecretary of the US 
State Department for General Diplomacy and 
Public Affairs, launched the Sawab Center in 
Abu Dhabi, which aims to voice the positions of 
millions of Muslims and non-Muslims all over 
the world who reject false and misleading ideas 
and terrorist practices promoted by members of 
extremist organisations the likes of ISIL.

Gargash noted that the new centre will play 
a significant and active role in achieving and 
supporting stability and security in the region as 
a whole, by addressing the problem of extremism 
on the Internet. It will also be the beginning for 
weeding out militant and extremist ideology from 
cyberspace.

For his part, Stengel pointed out that the United 
States highly values its partnership with the UAE 
in terms of the fight against violent extremism... 

stressing that the centre will show terrorist groups 
such as ISIL and its affiliates that moderate Muslims 
everywhere reject such obnoxious ideology and 
barbaric practices, and that they join others all over 
the world in supporting and aspiring to a future of 
moderation and tolerance.

Sawab Centre, which is an interactive initiative of 
mail messaging, aiming to support the international 
coalition's efforts in the war against ISIL, will 
work to harness the means of communication and 
social media in order to correct misconceptions 
and put them into perspective, and to provide 
a wider platform for the voices of moderation, 
which often get lost amid the distortion created by 
misconceptions.

Using direct communication with the general 
public via the Internet, the centre will confront 
and refute false claims and erroneous religious 
interpretations that the terrorist organization seeks 
to disseminate, targeting the most vulnerable 
online communities. It will also cooperate with 
the governments of countries in the region and 
the world, including the governments of the 63 
countries participating in the international coalition 
against ISIL, and, most importantly, it will work 
with the general public, institutions, companies 
and the youth to attempt to refute ISIL’s doctrine 
of hatred and intolerance. On the other hand, it will 
highlight and spread the true values ​​of moderate 
Islam, which calls for tolerance and openness.
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UAE… Important Hub for the Promotion
of International Humanitarian Action

Hamdan bin Zayed: We are Committed to Our 
Humanitarian Responsibilities

He underscored the UAE’s commitment to 
its humanitarian responsibilities to alleviate 
human suffering around the world. For this 
reason, it is moving forward with its plans to 
gather support for international humanitarian 
principles and to continue to support victims of 
struggles and disasters.

In a statement on World's Humanitarian 
Day, Sheikh Hamdan said that the “UAE 
has become an important hub for 
international humanitarian work, 
thanks to the initiatives and directives 
of HH the President and HH the Vice 
President, Prime Minister and Ruler 
of Dubai, as well as the directives of 
HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
and Deputy Supreme Commander of 
the UAE Armed Forces.”

Greater Commitment Towards Humanity
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed 

reiterated the UAE's keenness to boost its 
humanitarian efforts worldwide and adopt 
initiatives that make a difference in terms 
of humanitarian services to those in need 
wherever they may be and at all times. He 
added that the UAE’s legacy in this matter, and 
the status it has reached, impose on it a greater 

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, Ruler's Representative in the 
Western Region and Chairman of the 
Emirates Red Crescent (ERC) said the 
UAE, under the leadership of the President 
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan and the Vice President, Prime 
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
plays a pivotal role in enhancing responses 
to the humanitarian crises that have befell 
many countries around us in the world.
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commitment towards Humanity, and drive it to 
undertake an important role in ameliorating life 
and protecting the vulnerable worldwide.

He signaled the country’s continuous efforts 
to reduce poverty, hunger and malnutrition, 
and to alleviate the suffering in less developed 
countries by providing basic supplies, mainly 
food, to protect them from sickness, diseases, 
homelessness and privation.

He noted that the UAE is proud of 
the international praise it has received 
from countries, people and humanitarian 
organisations, especially following recent 
international reports ranking the UAE as the 
world’s highest provider of humanitarian 
and development aid in proportion with its 
national income. His Highness said that this 
accomplishment entrenches the country’s 
humanitarian responsibility and pushes it to 
make additional efforts to improve life and 
support the underprivileged.

Urging the International Community to 
Assume its Responsibilities

HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed went on 
to appeal to the international community 
to assume all its responsibilities in order to 
alleviate the suffering caused by poverty and 
famine especially in the areas of conflict. He 
expressed his concern about the announcement 
made by some humanitarian organisations 
that they intend to reduce their programmes 
in several regions because of lack of funding. 
And he invited donor countries to meet their 
commitments towards these organisations to 
avoid a shortage of much-needed humanitarian 
aid, which could increase the suffering of the 
increasing number of refugees and displaced, 
especially in the Arab World.

The Red Crescent Authority: Enhancing 
Response

True to commitment to its principles that 
prioritise human beings and their needs, the 
ERC has expanded its activities and operations 
in recent times and enhanced its response to 
critical humanitarian situations, and it has 
raised its activities to meet the challenge, said 
Sheikh Hamdan.

He pointed out that ERC delegations are 
currently active in several conflict areas 
supporting the victims and the afflicted and 
working to provide better living conditions 
for the people. He emphasised that the 
humanitarian situation internationally requires 
concerted efforts and initiatives that make a 
difference. Sending aid to areas in need must 
be more efficient making sure the aid reaches 
affected areas as promptly as possible. He 
went on to invite all benevolent powers in the 
world to make World Humanitarian Day an 
occasion to concert energies and capabilities, 
exchange opinions and ideas, and coordinate 
programmes and operations to save millions of 
human beings living under threat.

His Highness also praised the role of 
the United Nations and its humanitarian 
organisations and specialised agencies in 
meeting the needs of suffering populations, 
and he expressed his appreciation to the strong 
partnership and between the ERC and those 
agencies for a better future of humanitarian 
action. Sheikh Hamdan praised the sacrifices 
made by humanitarian workers, volunteers, 
relief workers and medical staff who have lost 
their lives while on the humanitarian duties 
trying to rescue the lives of others.
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In line with efforts to raise awareness
 about emergencies, crises and disasters

"NCEMA" publishes manual entitled:
Tremors and Earthquakes

The series aims to address the following 
topics: Emergency evacuation and sheltering, 
the emergency kit: needs and necessities, to 
address biological and chemical warfare threats, 
power outages, rains, floods, tsunamis, high 
temperatures, fires, epidemics and infectious 
diseases, environmental pollution, sandstorms, 
fogs, lightning, thunder storms, nuclear and 
radioactive threats to name a few.

Tremors and earthquakes are considered 
among the worst natural disasters in view of the 
damage they cause in terms of human fatalities 
and destruction of property and infrastructure. 

Because earthquakes occur suddenly, they 
don’t allow sufficient time for governments 
and individuals to properly mitigate their 
tragic effects. It is difficult to predict their 
consequences and to manage their course or 
limit their scope and damages. For this reason, 
governments around the world turn to a series 
of awareness programmes, measures and 
guidance campaigns aimed at promoting the 
culture of safety within the community. 

Up until now, the tremors we felt in the 
UAE have been the result of earthquakes that 
occurred in other parts of our region. By God’s 
grace, their damages were minor and limited, 
with no recorded cases of elevated marine 
waves. 

However, any indication about seismic 
activities that represent a threat to the country 
will be dealt with immediately, in coordination 
between the relevant authorities, mainly the 
NCEMA, the Interior Ministry and the National 
Center for Meteorology and Seismology. 
Readiness will be raised accordingly. In such 
cases, the competent authorities, the Police and 
Civil defence, will activate the plans devised 
for such instances, to raise the level of readiness 
among the public, or to evacuate if need be, and 
take all necessary emergency actions. 

In this context, NCEMA, under the guidance 
of the wise leadership, has launched a pioneering 
awareness initiative aimed at mainstreaming 
the culture of prevention and safety amongst all 
members of the community to enable them to 
consciously and responsibly deal with different 
types and levels of natural disasters, using 
for this task all the means available, based 
on the latest communication technologies, 
public communications techniques and media 
platforms.

The manual, which was developed in 
cooperation and coordination between 
NCEMA, Civil Defence and the National 
Centre for Meteorology and Seismology, 
presents an awareness plan that contributes 
to laying the foundations for the culture of 

In their effort to spread awareness about emergencies, crises and disasters and ways to deal with 
them, and to enhance the community’s response to hazards, the National Emergency Crisis and 
Disaster Management Authority has published a manual entitled: Tremors and Earthquakes, in 
Arabic and English, the first in a series of similar manuals to be published consecutively, which 
address various topics that provide people with the necessary knowledge to deal with hazards 
and to recover from their effects and consequences, in order to preserve lives and property.
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public safety within the community, 
and the fostering of a comprehensive 
institutional and individual awareness 
about ways to deal with disasters and 
hazards. 

The manual’s preamble states that 
man has yet to succeed in controlling 
natural disasters. He is unable to 
determine their exact time and location, 
their intensity, or the scope of their 
consequences. It points out that man’s 
efforts remain mere approximate 
estimations.

It goes on to say that, nevertheless, 
in-depth studies and research have 
made significant strides, in developing 
plans, programmes and procedures 
that reduce the risk of these disasters in 
terms of casualties, or material damage, 
which may affect the infrastructure and 
people’s property.

This guidebook shows the causes 
and effects of tremors and earthquakes 
and offers instructions on how to 
address them. It explains the role of 
countries and individuals during and 
after a tremor or an earthquake, as well 
as the preventive measures to be taken 
by governments and communities to 
minimize human and material loss.

Preserving public safety is our 
wise leadership’s top priority and one 
which the competent ministries, authorities and 
government institutions seek to translate into 
action in collaboration with all the components 
of society; hence this manual, which focuses 
on the measures and steps to be taken and the 
behaviour to be observed before, during and in 
the aftermath of tremors and earthquakes.

The manual addresses a wide range of topics, 
including: Tremors; how to prepare for a tremor; 
how to behave during a tremor; maximizing the 
chances of survival under rubble; after tremor 
and earthquakes; earthquakes and the reason 
for their occurrence; potential earthquake 
damage; can earthquakes be predicted? Types 

of earthquakes; main earthquakes indicators; 
measuring the strength of earthquakes; and the 
global geographical distribution of earthquakes. 

The manual dedicates in the end a chapter 
of awareness letters in the face of tremors and 
earthquakes translated into English and Urdu, 
in the form of guidelines and tips on how to be 
prepared for them, and how to deal with them 
during and after their occurrence. 

Finally, Tremors and Earthquakes guides 
readers to the best ways that help them remain 
safe and preserve the safety of the people 
around them, as well as ward off, as much as 
possible, the risks of unexpected surprises.
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