Our shield that is manufactured by the Emirati family

The UAE Armed Forces.. protects the
country and tends its prosperity
The UAE prides itself on its policies, development, economy
and generosity. Thanks to its armed forces, the UAE is growing
stronger. No people could protect themselves and build their
society, nor would a nation preserve its history, build its present
and engineer its future, without the help of its military. In this
sense, it is next to impossible to pinpoint all the armed forces’
roles because they are countless and so diverse.
Our armed forces’ work is tangible; we experience it all the
time in our country's prosperity, its excellence, its success in
attracting investors and in its desire to fight extremism and
spread moderation. Furthermore, the UAE, as internationally
proven, is at the forefront of donors who have always been keen
to contribute to humanitarian work in the world.
Emirati armed forces has never hesitated to team up
with international or regional forces in order to help provide
security and safety to those who need them around the world.
Consequently our soldiers rushed to defend the right and rescue
legitimacy in the brotherly Yemen. Our soldiers have regularly
joined peacekeeping forces to protect civilians in areas affected
by conflicts around the world. This shows their true metal as
faithful Emiratis who defend with their lives the UAE values
that advocate providing support to the oppressed and help to the
needy regardless of race, and nationality.
The UAE armed forces is relatively new, but strength, skill
and success are not measured in months and years. It was
officially formed a few years after the establishment of the
Union, when the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and
his brothers the members of the Supreme Council of Rulers,
decided in 1976 to unite the armed forces in the UAE under
one banner and a single leadership that was called “the Joint
Command of the Armed Forces”.
Our armed forces’ actual setting up dates back to the 1950s
with the emergence of the "Coast of Oman Force" in 1951.
It was renamed "Scouts of the Trucial Coast " in 1956, and
is truly the first nucleus of our armed forces that the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan was always keen to
supervise and wholeheartedly support , so that it became in
a short time a significant force in the region. It has remained
prominent from its early days until our current glorious era
under the leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President, Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai and His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of

Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces.
We have the honor to boast our armed forces’ deeds in the
fields of honor, and appreciate the great role, played by all its
sections, in protecting the country, helping brotherly peoples,
standing by the right and taking steady strides with dedication
and steely determination to keep pace with modernity and take
the lead in the development of all relevant sectors of society, as
our armed forces moves forward.
The armed forces represents a historic witness of the era of
transformations, achievements, support of neighbors, relatives,
strangers, brotherly and friendly peoples, out of national and
humanitarian duty; this is why our armed forces sacrificed the
lives of our faithful sons for the sake of protecting our homeland
and siding up with the right.
As the challenges worsened in this turbulent time, a National
Service Law was introduced in June 2014, with the aim of
spreading military education and training on a large scale
and preparing a contingent of young men who are militarily
qualified to work alongside members of the armed forces when
needed, and, at the same time, trained to persevere in the face of
difficulties so that they can make a more effective contribution
to development efforts.
Young people can now join the ranks of the armed forces
which has offered a good number of martyrs over the years
in defense of the country and its values, especially since the
beginning of the “Resolute Storm.” Salem bin Suhail bin
Khamis Sharaf received the honor of martyrdom 30 November
1971 in the course of his resistance to the invading forces who
tried to occupy the island of Greater Tunb. He was the first
martyr of the UAE armed forces, and the date of his death gave
the country the date of its Commemoration Day.
Martyrdom is not solely an exceptional individual act, for
every one of those who give the homeland limitlessly owes their
courage and generosity to the family which raised them to love
their country and to sacrifice the most precious for its sake . The
family manufactures brave men and skilled workers, and it is
the cornerstone for the success of society, as the UAE National
Charter says 2021.
Our armed forces safeguards the homeland and ensures it
continues to enjoy its freedom as an independent sovereign
country which only acts to fulfill the wise leadership’s
aspirations and the people’s interests. March forward, my
nation, our soldiers protect you with their lives.
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A homeland’s joy

Mohammed bin Rashid: Thank you Mohammed bin Zayed
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President,
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, stressed that His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
has dedicated his life to his homeland and
worked tirelessly to consolidate the UAE’s
status among nations and provide decent
living for its citizens. HH Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid wrote on 2nd January 2018 to
his brother Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed a
letter entitled “Thank you Mohammed bin
Zayed”, which includes the following:
“At the beginning of the new year .. I liked to send
this letter to my brother, .. my friend .. and life- long
companion .. my brother Bou Khaled .. Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, may God protect him.. and guide
him to continue serving the nation successfully..(..)
Thank you Mohammed bin Zayed .. you have
completed the march .. and laid the foundations for
the new centenary .. .. Thank you Mohammed bin
Zayed .. you honored the martyrs, ..embraced their
children .. consoled their parents ..and raised in pride
their banner of glory …. Thank you Mohammed bin
Zayed .. thank you for your leadership, ..your resolve..
and your determination.. thank you for embracing the
children, .. your appreciation of the parents, .. your
respect for mothers .. and your support for the youth
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…. Thank you, Bou Khaled ..
Few know that He works 18 hours a day for the
UAE.. few know that his annual vacation in the
year does not exceed a week.. few know that tens of
millions of children around the world benefit from
his good and his giving, which he offers quietly and
without any noise..(..) “.
Mohammed bin Zayed: Mohammed bin Rashid ..
you make us and the country proud
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
in his turn, thanked HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, through his official account on
“Twitter”, saying: “my brother Mohammed bin Rashid
.. the likes of you make us and the country proud ..
You remain the brother, teacher, source of inspiration..
and the partner in the process of development .. from
your values and your virtues the sons of our homeland
learn a great deal .. from your approach we learn the
nobility of giving and through life…. Thank you
Mohammed bin Rashid”.
HH continued “together, we will prove to the world
that nothing is impossible.. that we spare nothing to
serve the UAE.. “
HH concluded by saying “on this occasion I say my
confidence in the ability of the UAE man has no bounds
…. Thank you for the employee and the worker.. for
the soldier in the fields of duty …. Thank you for the
teacher, the student, the father and mother….Thank
you to everyone who lives in this homeland and keeps
the homeland within him.. Thank you Mohammed bin
Rashid”.
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What did they say on the 46th National day

Our Sheikhs lead us to success and glory
The second of December of each year
is the most glorious day in the memory of
the UAE, it is a day to examine our record
carefully, to remember our past with pride,
contemplate our present and anticipate the
future with optimism.
The future is yet another chapter linked to earlier
ones in the UAE success story, by a set of values,
major among which is the cohesive relationship
between the leadership and the people. This rapport
was manifested this year and every year in the
activities of the nation’s land in its length and breadth.
The leaders, along with the citizens, shared the joy,
enthusiasm and determination to continue the march
that was envisaged by Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, and his brothers the Emirates Rulers, when
they agreed to set up the union on December 2 fortysix years ago.

On this occasion, Their Highnesses, our sheikhs
addressed the nation with the most sincere expressions
of what every Emirati feels at this crucial moment in
the life of the country, highlighting the lessons to
be learned and charting the path of the country as it
moves forward in its blessed journey.
HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the UAE, expressed his “great appreciation” to the
people of the UAE and congratulated on their behalf,
“His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, and His brothers the Rulers, Members of
Supreme Council of the UAE. They share the vision
of leading a great nation with its people proud of its
values and principles”.
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Khalifa bin Zayed: we invest in people

HH said “We look forward to the year of Zayed, in
which we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the birth
of the founding leader. We call on all government and
community sectors to launch initiatives to deepen the
noble values instilled in us by the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan”.
HH Sheikh Khalifa expressed His pride in the
“Good Year initiative” affirming that “2017 was the
year of work, development and achievements that
has put our country at the forefront of economic,
competitive and global development indicators”.
HH emphasized that “investing in people is the
very essence of our country’s development vision
since its inception, and therefore our focus is firmly on
supporting excellence and innovation, and enhancing
the capabilities and skills of the national workforce”.
HH went on to praise the achievements of the state
in the development of infrastructure, service, housing
sectors that improved living quality in the UAE.
HH spoke nicely of the UAE foreign policy
pointing out that it has been actively engaged on
the international scene since the establishment of
the state. He added “we reiterate our rejection of
any external interference that affects our security,
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the security and stability of our brothers in Saudi
Arabia and the Kingdom of Bahrain, or any brotherly
or friendly country”. HH went on to stress that
“extremism and terrorism which have plagued the
region, are fueled by policies driven by ambitions
of domination and the adventures seeking more
influence from countries that support and finance
terrorist and extremist groups.”

Mohammed bin Rashid: UAE will be the
best of the best

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler
of Dubai, said: “I congratulate our brave soldiers and
officers in the armed forces, the protectors of the
nation and its invincible shields, raising the banners
of pride so that the UAE remains safe and secure
oasis enjoying sovereignty and stability”.
HH pointed out that “next year marks the 100th
anniversary of Zayed’s birth, and with the launch
of 2018 as the Year of Zayed, this is an opportunity
for all of us to review the many vivid and radiant
points in the march of a leader, father and son and
in the land of loyalty for which he dedicated himself
completely, and offered his wisdom, determination
and steadfastness, all of which helped to make the
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UAE and its people, the very best “.
HH added: “brothers and sisters, we are entitled
to boast that we are one of the most developed
countries in the world.. If in the last decades we have
completed the initial stages of laying the foundations,
structuring, empowering and strengthening, we
are now embarking on a new stage with its broad
headline: Emirates of the future.”
“We have already begun to chart the roadmap to
the future through the UAE 2071 centenary, the first
strategy of its kind that sets an integrated framework
for the next 50 years to advance the development
process and modernize all social sectors,” HH said.
HH then stressed that hard work continues to
ensure that “the UAE is in the ranks of the best
countries in the world, and even the best of the best,
by the 100th anniversary of the founding of our
nation...”.

Mohammed bin Zayed: our morality
protects our stability

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, renewed the
covenant at the beginning of his speech, to follow the
example of the late Sheikh Zayed and the founding

fathers to strengthen the unity of the UAE and its
cohesion.
HH added “next year we will celebrate the
initiative launched by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, calling
2018 the “Year of Zayed” to be a national event to
celebrate the symbol the world is still learning from
a great deal”.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed continued “we
are able to put our country in a position that befits it,
among developed nations and peoples in the coming
years.” HH then explained that this is why HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, and I have launched the process of achieving
“UAE 2071 centenary”.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed pointed out
that: “while we are betting on our young and educated
to qualify for the future, we are keen to instill high
moral values in our children in order to complete the
system of science and ethics in our beloved country;
there is no doubt that morality and noble values
are the tools that keep society stable and balanced
because progress, whatever its extent, without the
support of ethics, is fragile progress, not based on
solid foundations to ensure its continuity.”
Issue 23 9
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The UAE celebrates the 46th Day

Mohammed bin Rashid and Mohammed bin Zayed
honor high achievers in the “Year of Zayed”
Towards the end of 2017, the United Arab Emirates experiences an exceptional phase
of its history. It is used to hard work for the good of its people and humanity, as it has
been engaged in the making of outstanding initiatives to give generously and in running
assistance programs of unprecedented proportions. Yet, at this juncture, the country finds
itself having to deal with several significant occasions at once in a unique historical moment
that separates the “Good year” of 2017, and 2018 which was named by HH Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan President of the UAE, the “Year of Zayed” as it was designed for the
celebration of the founding father.
Moving from one point to another in its benevolent
journey, the UAE is busy celebrating the annual
anniversary of the glorious Union, and at the same
time, saluting the martyrs, beacons of honor and
generosity, to draw on their sacrifices and learn from
them new lessons that help the country go steadily
forward with confidence.
In the midst of this overwhelming joy, there was
no better expression of the feelings of pride and
determination to redouble the effort in a new spirit

and with innovative visions towards the prosperous
future, than recognizing the good work of those who
contributed immensely to the UAE achievements,
and paying tribute to the sponsors of its continuing
strife for excellence. The honoring of those people
is not only a privilege for us Emiratis but also an
opportunity to sharpen our resolve and renew our
promise to carry on the march forward inspired by
the shining lights in our history that we celebrate this
year and every year.
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The use of the “Year of Zayed” logo will be
supervised and approved by the Founder’s Office
in the Ministry of Presidential Affairs, which was
established by Decree No. 9 of 2017. During
this Year, work will focus on achieving several
objectives, the first of which is to educate people
in the UAE and abroad about Sheikh Zayed and
the his role as one of the main founders of the
UAE. The second objective is to eternalize his
character and principles as one of the greatest
inspirational leaders in the worldp the third is
to strengthen Zayed’s position globally as a
great national symbol and source of pride; and
the fourth is to perpetuate his legacy through
projects and future initiatives consistent with
its vision and values of the “Year of Zayed”
initiative in wisdom, sustainability, human
development, respect.
The Founder’s Office, called on the UAE
community, individuals, foundations and
charities throughout the country, to contribute to
the activities around this event and take an active
part in the initiatives in recognition of Sheikh
Zayed’s legacy, to show how proud we are of the
founder of the state and to celebrate his vision,
which continues to illuminate the nation’s path
to a more prosperous future.
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The Mother of the Emirates

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler
of Dubai, said he hopes that efforts will double and
innovation will be enhanced by the “Year of Zayed”.
HH was outlining the significance of the “Good Year”
and its achievements. HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces, in his turn also expressed his confidence that
Emiratis will be responsible enough to be entrusted
with the task of making more progress.
The awards ceremony was launched when HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan handed
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
the “Mother of the Emirates Award” which was
bestowed on him by HH Sheikha Fatima bint
Mubarak Program for Community Excellence, in
recognition of his generous humanitarian efforts and
his dedicated good work around the world.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid expressed his
pride, saying: “I am delighted today to receive this
medal with its important significance, an expression
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of the culture of giving which is akin to the original
values established by the late Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, may God bless his soul. “HH
stressed that “the Mother of the Emirates” represents
the role model in caring for the human being, and
the keenness to find the elements of progress and
prosperity, so that the UAE will always be a citadel
of human happiness and its name will always be
synonymous with good and development.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
congratulated HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
for his outstanding role as an exceptional leader who
has presented and continues to offer humanitarian,
development initiatives and projects throughout the
world and also helped to spread the values of peace,
cooperation, among peoples of all nations. HH added
that the medal reflects the Mother of the Emirates’
vision and aspirations to direct the compass of
creative interest and thinking towards enriching
humanity with contributions that strengthen social

values and enhance the fabric of society. “The
mother of the Emirates has laid the foundation for
humanitarian and community work in the UAE and
has used that work to serve humanity and will remain
a symbol of giving, uniqueness and renewal,” HH
said.

“Good Year” leading achievers

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed was the first
to receive the privileged acknowledgement at the
celebration held to honor a number of philanthropists
and humanitarian leaders, who worked particularly
hard during the past year, “Good Year”.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
honored HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, in recognition of his exceptional initiatives
in the fields of humanitarian and charitable work,
which he carried out because of his conviction
that the human spirit is the most precious thing in
existence. HH believes that it is necessary to do what
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we can to save lives from preventable diseases, and
to invest in the elimination of diseases is a goal that
HH strives to achieve personally, out of loyality to
the legacy of the late father Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan who did a great deal of humanitarian
work for more than 30 years, when the state pledged
to support global efforts to eliminate diseases.
For his part, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan expressed gratitude with “thanks to my
brother Mohammed bin Rashid for the generous
gesture of this honor, which amounts to a recognition
of the country’s approach and appreciation of the
values we all carry on in this land of good”. HH
added there is no happier feeling than what you get
from planting hope around you and sharing with
others the joy that radiates from a child’s smile.
Receiving this honor with the principals of the nation
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and the constellation of the finest sons of the UAE..
generates a sense of pleasure and pride, and thus
increases our determination to move forward for the
good of our country and the welfare of humanity. “

The 46th National Day

At the same ceremony held in Abu Dhabi, HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, and HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, The Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces honored 46
individuals of the finest good –doers in the fields
of charitable and humanitarian work, in addition
to a number of personalities and entities that were
distinguished in the promotion of humanitarian work
during the “Good Year”.
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On this occasion, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum praised the UAE people and
their initiatives in the “Good Year”. He called on all
members of society and its institutions to continue
the process of giving initiated by the forefathers, and
to provide UAE models of outstanding achievements
in a way that enhances the position of the UAE,
its competitiveness and makes it a pioneering
development model.

national cohesion among the people of this nation.
HH continued to say: under the leadership of HH
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE, we go on advancing towards new horizons
and are able to achieve the objectives and programs
of the UAE Centenary, thanks to our deep-rooted
belief and noble principles we inherited from Sheikh
Zayed.

The “Year of Zayed”

In the meantime, preparations are under way
to translate the plans for the “Year of Zayed “into
action. With instructions from HH Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces, launched the official slogan of
the Year of Zayed.
The innovative logo reflects the leadership
personality of the late Sheikh Zayed as an exceptional
leader with timeless imprints in various aspects of
life, and an outstanding symbol of the nation. The
logo of the “Year of Zayed” embodies the unique
characteristics of the late Sheikh Zayed, such as
wisdom, respect, human building, and sustainability.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler
of Dubai, wrote on Twitter: «our official logo for the
year 2018 ... the logo of the good and the blessing ..
the logo of the year .. and the logo of the personality ..
historical figure will not be repeated.. an exceptional
year to celebrate the founder, guide and father who
has not and never will leave us». HH added “we call
upon our people to deliver a message to the world
in 2018, that Zayed is present and will remain at the
heart of every Emirati and every lover of the UAE”.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
emphasized that Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
had the most prominent footprint in the modern
history of the region and had a great impact on the
country that helped to enhance internal harmony and

Mohammed bin Zayed’s philanthropy
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
believes that world leaders have an opportunity
to eliminate preventable diseases and that it is
their duty to alleviate human suffering. Since
2011, HH has personally pledged $ 270 million
to support global efforts to eradicate deadly
and complex diseases, including $205 million in
donations to combat poliomyelitis, contributions
to the JAVI vaccine alliance, and $ 30 million
to support the fight against Malaria, and $ 15
million to eradicate guinea worm disease.
In November 2017, in partnership with the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation, HH launched
the Last Mile Fund, which seeks to raise $ 100
million to fund urgent efforts to reduce river
blindness and lymphatic filariasis in several
countries in Africa and the Middle East.
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NCEMA celebrates the 46th anniversary of the Union

Dr. Al-Hosani: on the national day, we pledge to
achieve our leaders' aspirations
The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA)
celebrated the 46th National Day, as a precious national occasion that invites pride
and enhances the symbolic importance of the anniversary of the Union. HE Dr Jamal
Mohammed Al Hosani, Director General, the Directors of the departments and staff of
NCEMA attended the celebration.

After playing the national anthem, Dr. Al-Hosani
delivered a speech in which he conveyed the warmest
congratulations to HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE, Their Highnesses
Rulers of the Emirates, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President, Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai and HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of
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the UAE Armed Forces as well as the people of the
UAE. He stressed that the National Day is a unique
national occasion to reinforce loyalty and pride in the
honor of belonging to the UAE and an opportunity to
highlight achievements over the last 46 years.

Founders

Dr Al Hosani said “We recall today the founding
men who laid the foundation of the successful model
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country that dazzled the world and became the focus of
its attention because of what it achieved for its citizens
in terms of security, stability and prosperity, and went
on to become a modern state that competes with the
countries of the world”. He added “we also bow in
respect for the martyrs, the fallen brave soldiers who
sacrificed their lives to defend this nation, to uphold
the right and to support the oppressed so that we and
our children and future generations will enjoy stability,
security and peace.”
“The people of the UAE are proudly celebrating
these days the 46th anniversary of the UAE Union,
which is a precious memory to draw the strength
and determination to take the right path to realize
the aspirations of the leadership and of the people’s
ambitions towards a state that is a beacon of tolerance
and happiness. “He said.

Staying in the lead

He added that “the initiatives, aspirations and
hopes of our leadership have always motivated all
of us towards more diligence in order to be highly
successful in making the future more prosperous
so it can serve as the light which shows us the way
of excellence to maintain the gains of the state”.
Expressing pride in these initiatives, Dr Al Hosani
said “they include all aspects of life and reflect the
keenness of the leadership to harness all possibilities
that help the sons and daughters of the UAE enjoy
the best living standards. He stressed that the spirit of
the Union that runs through us all requires everyone
to defend the country and continue to strengthen
our cohesion, adhere to our approach and redouble
our efforts to support our nation and preserve its
achievements.”

Between both occasions

Dr Al Hosani pointed out that “between the
past Good Year and the year to come, the Year of
Zayed, NCEMA presented a number of community
initiatives, which included activities and charitable
programs that reflected deep commitment to social

responsibility and serious attempt to enhance it in
private sector institutions.” He referred to NCEMA’s
work to organize “a number of initiatives in the Year
of Zayed, which is dedicated to the celebration of
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, and the
values that he embodied, in addition to honoring his
achievements and legacy as well as the great work
that he accomplished locally and internationally.”
NCEMA Director General concluded by saying,
“today we, as individuals and officials, are required
to maintain and deepen the achievements by
continuing the hard work to ensure that the UAE
remains an eminent and benevolent institution. We
ask God Almighty for further progress, prosperity
and happiness for this country and to safeguard our
country’s security, safety and stability.”
In the next item on the celebration program, Mr.
Abdullah Bakhit Al Kutbi, a staff member of NCEMA,
read a poem of his in which he praised UAE and its
wise leadership. A documentary outlining the UAE
achievements over the last 46 years was then shown.
It portrayed the work that has resulted in making the
UAE an exceptional example of successful states,
thanks to our wise leadership who has been able
to move the country towards a better future for its
people and for the Arab and Islamic nations.
At the end, Dr Jamal Al Husani unveiled a plaque
about the year of Zayed with the words of the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may God bless
his soul, written in it.
Issue 23 17
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The UAE 46th National Day - a source
of strength and optimism
Forty six years on, and the UAE’s experience is more mature, cohesive, stronger and its
success is growing steadily by the day. The “spirit of the Union”, which was adopted years
ago as a symbol of the state’s celebrations on this great occasion, is more glowing with
time. It is getting more robust by the day. Emiratis’ enthusiasm and pride in their national
identity keep generating more success and fueling the race with time to create and excel
more and more. The UAE, however, is still seeking to make more breakthroughs, to open
new avenues and innovative areas where its achievements will be widely admired.
The Union has delivered remarkable results in a
few years at all levels, providing stability, security,
safety and well-being in an unparalleled manner. Its
success has not been accidental or surprising. On
the contrary, it has had the substantive elements of
stability, progress and prosperity from the moment
of its inception 46 years ago.
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Firm foundations

While space is not available to go into details
about all these reasons, looking briefly at the most
prominent elements may suffice to demonstrate
what kept the Union high, growing and constantly
evolving. Firstly, the strong foundations that the
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and his
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founding brothers, laid down along with its firm
fundamentals, foremost of which is the deep faith in
unity as a destiny of the UAE and its main weapons
in the face of challenges, whatever they might be.
Secondly, the wise and far-sighted leadership,
which is in close contact with the people, at difficult
times, interacting with them throughout the stages
of construction of the Union and its development,
using people’s ideas, creativity and effort, and
seeking to meet the people’s aspirations and needs,
leading them in the right direction to fulfill the
country’s ambitions. Thus, this special relationship
between the wise leadership and the people, which
serves as a model for good governance, paves the
way for success and excellence ensuring the UAE’s
immunity, no matter how difficult the challenges it
may face, and many of which the UAE was able to
overcome since the dawn of the Union 46 years ago.

Cohesion

In the context of the interaction between the
leadership and the people, the UAE is ranked first

in shaping the experience of gradual parliamentary
democracy through the Federal National Council,
which offers a successful experience in giving the
people planned and systematic opportunity to exercise
their full right in making their voice heard and to play
an active role in enhancing progress, safeguarding
the country, fine-tuning the work of the state and its
institutions and enriching them with ideas. Thus, the
citizen becomes a key partner in the construction and
development processes, exploring future challenges,
and maintaining security in this happy and prosperous
country of ours.
Thirdly, the flexibility, realism and wisdom which
characterize the Union and heighten the degree of
harmonization, and cooperation among the seven
emirates. This, in fact, leads to full and perfect unity,
on the one hand, but, on the other, leaves an outlet for
each component to handle its particularities with the
utmost respect. The Union’s constitution combines
federalism and confederation in terms of the harmony
between the necessities of establishing a single Union
state and guaranteeing the freedom of each of the
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seven emirates to manage their own affairs in a way
that satisfies them and meets their own requirements,
and thus makes the Union more flexible and able to
move forward unhindered.
Fourthly, the advanced institutions that operate
according to the highest international standards
in all fields, and are keen to constantly review
their responsibilities in line with the fast moving
era in which we live, with the intention of steady
development to meet any sudden challenges in an
effective manner. What is remarkable about setting
up these institutions is the fine engineering, which
has ensured that they cover both local and national
levels in an integrated and interactive format.

Values and behaviors

The building of the proud Union, which rises on
such solid foundations, is guided by values, concepts
and behaviors that illuminate the path of success,
stability, innovation and distinct development. This
is how the UAE relies on its rich cultural heritage
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and original Emirati noble values that passed on
by fathers to their sons. The UAE thus draws on its
original experiences, the ability to devise the tools
that ensure keeping up with the present moment and
open the door to a better future. As we enter into
the third millennium, in a turbulent world that is
moving with breathtaking speed, full of challenges
and opportunities, the UAE continues to harmonize
what can be developed from behaviors and tools
and innovate what it needs to remain in line with
the present with its many challenges, to create a
contemporary system of values, visions, in every
sense of the word so as to remain effective, able to
carry out its mission and to meet future needs.
In this sense, moderation, tolerance, giving, moral
education, loyalty, allegiance to the nation, unity
and cohesion, environmental protection, innovation,
leadership, outstanding work, the making of the
UAE’s efficient man, and other values and behaviors
that the state used in its 46 years, will remain the
guiding lights that on the path of success for the
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country to continue its blessed march to the right
direction.
The combination of adherence to the deep rooted
origins, while keeping the ability to innovate ,
to design the contemporary tool with distinction
and to create future values, represent the key to
development and stability. We do not need to test the
accuracy of this characterization, for any objective
in – depth reading of the UAE full record, will arrive
at it. The process of sustainable development is
making steady progress and the successes that have
surrounded the history of the Union since its start on
December 2, 1971, evidently prove of the people’s
inventiveness and the country’s creativity.

Investing in Man

The observer will always find irrefutable
evidence of the effectiveness of the UAE man and
its ability to create and innovate, no matter where he
looks to examine the record. This in fact, confirms

the soundness of the principle of investing in human
beings, which has been one of the pillars of the Union
for forty-six years. Emirati citizens have left their
clear mark on the country’s economic achievements
and also ensured its safety. Through its citizens’
efforts and ideas, the UAE has spread moderation,
helped the needy, supported the oppressed and
generously gives wherever giving is required.
The UAE, along with the forces of good,
moderation and peace throughout the world,
celebrates another anniversary of the Union, bids the
“ Good Year “ farewell, which was a very busy and
successful one, to receive the “Year of Zayed”. The
UAE remains on course to achieve a better future
that is true to the founding strategies and its stakes,
and is faithful to the goals that the people have
committed themselves to achieve in order to meet the
hopes of the wise leadership, and ensure the state’s
active presence on the international stage at the very
forefront, on all levels.
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NCEMA is proud of our country and
wise leadership

Dr. Al Hosani: the
UAE is loyal to its
martyrs fighting
hatred with love
Following HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum's, Vice President , Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, call for an extensive national participation in
raising the national flag , the National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management
Authority (NCEMA) held a celebration on the “Flag Day”. HE Dr Jamal Al Hosani,
NCEMA’s Director General and HE Saif Mohammed Arhamah Al Shamsi, Deputy
General Manager, raised the UAE Flag in the presence of directors and staff members
at NCEMA’s headquarters in Abu Dhabi, accompanied by the national anthem amid
overwhelming feelings of pride. They pledged to sincerely continue the hard work to
achieve the aspirations of the wise leadership in security and prosperity.
Dr Al Hosani said that this precious occasion
“generates, for every Emirati, feelings of joy in this
great country of ours and in the great achievements of
its leaders who helped to elevate the UAE to the ranks
of highly developed countries in the world”.

position in the world’s welfare system and its vital
role in strengthening international cooperation and
addressing the challenges facing humanity wherever
they are” will celebrate the UAE Flag Day.

New dimensions

Dr Al Hosani stressed the Flag Day “reminds us
all, individuals and institutions, of the responsibilities
entrusted to us by our wise leadership ... and to
strengthen our will and sharpen our resolve to redouble
our efforts ... within the framework of the sustainable
development process with the aim of bringing the
UAE to the forefront of developed nations.”
Talking of hard work and sacrifices, there is no

He stressed that “this prestigious occasion is
gaining new dimensions and additional significance.
It comes as we prepare to bid farewell to the “Year of
Good” and welcome the “Year of Zayed” to spread
the good of the UAE to the world in an endless
season of giving”. He added that many people around
the globe “who appreciate the UAE’s pioneering
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Strengthening our unity

A homeland’s joy
doubt that the peak of this giving and the symbol
of commitment and loyalty is the martyr, who the
UAE celebrates on the 30th of November each
year, to remember its remarkable work and precious
sacrifices.

Commemoration Day

At a ceremony on the Commemoration Day, AlHosani stressed that the importance of this occasion
“stems from the meanings of the martyrdom and
its implications, from which we draw lessons in
patriotism, and get inspired to love the UAE and
humanity. It highlights the strength, unity and firm
foundation of the UAE reflecting the cohesive fabric
of the country which enhances its security and
stability at all levels.”
He pointed out that “the designation of the 30th
of November of each year as the Commemoration
Day of the UAE, indicates that the state is very keen
to give the martyrs their right to be revered and is
determined to adopt the fallen heroes as models that
the young and old can follow. In so doing, the country
presents an amazing picture of the true Emirati who
stands shoulder to shoulder with his brothers as one
man, to ward off the danger from the homeland and
protect its land and assets and preserve its dignity.”
Dr Al Hosani drew attention to the fact that
“the martyr embodies the most sincere image of
faithfulness and bravery, from which we learn
dedication to defend the nation and its noble values
and loyalty to its wise leadership. It is a source of
admiration and enthusiasm that urges every effort to
keep the UAE a strong, able, immune and an oasis of
moderation and security. It is steadfast like a rock on
which all challenges are shattered, and the courage of
its people drives the forces of extremism and hatred
to beat hasty retreat.”

World Day for Tolerance

In a related context, HE Dr Al Hosani said in
a speech which he gave on the occasion of “World
Day for Tolerance” that “the UAE is moving forward
in its pioneering experience in the making of hope

for a better future and laying the sound rules for a
culture of tolerance capable of fully protecting Man
against revenge tendencies that have brought the
world only death and mayhem. The UAE is doing all
that at a time when conflicts are raging and going on
to fragment nations, shed more blood and spread the
poison of racism and sectarianism. “
He added that “the UAE stands today in the face
of the devastation, spread by the bloody conflict
in different parts of the world, trying to protect
coexistence and peace, to confront the venom of
hatred and malice with love and moderation, to
consecrate brotherhood instead of aggression and to
provide safe haven from extremism and violence.”
Dr Al Hosani called for concerted effort to build
the future and meet its challenges in innovative
and effective ways and harnessing all human and
material resources to advance societies towards the
future that we seek instead of wasting our energies
in conflicts. He pointed out that the commitment to
the UAE approach of tolerance invites more work,
creativity and deployment of talent and potential
in a responsible manner so that the fruits of the
progress can be enjoyed in a climate of harmony and
brotherhood.
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Commemoration Day- remembrance and glory combined
On November 30th of each year, Emiratis commemorate their brave martyrs, who set out
the finest heroic epics in bravery, sacrifice and raised the values of struggle, dedication and
selflessness because they realized that the homeland was above all an identity embodied in
loyalty to the land. They understand that the protection of the nation’s history, safeguarding
its present and charting its future require giving the most precious man, in order to keep
the nation free and sovereign, excelling in construction and spreading prosperity.
Geography was one of the reasons why one
would sacrifice their life, belonging to the people is
another reason, so are society’s noble values and its
cultural and humanitarian framework. Sacrifices and
dedication are also needed to maintain the country’s
social and political system, preserve its institutional
and legislative bodies and keep institutions of state
safe from tampering.

Resolute Storm Operation

When the United Arab Emirates participated in the
Arab Alliance of Resolute Storm operation in Yemen
in March 2015, it sought to introduce security and
stability to that brotherly country and wanted to put
an end to the threats hanging over the region. In the
course of their struggle to restore stability to Yemen,
a number of brave soldiers offered their lives, in order
to defeat the saboteurs and the rebels who decimated
the country.
When the “Restoring Hope” operation was
announced in April 2015, the UAE was supportive,
especially because the operation represents a road
map for the future of Yemen. Restoring Hope has
various political, security, economic and humanitarian
dimensions, with regard to resumption of the political
process, in accordance with the Security Council
Resolution 2216, the Gulf Initiative, the outcomes
of the comprehensive national dialogue, and the
protection of civilians, or about the intensification
of relief and medical assistance in the affected areas
and the provision of humanitarian assistance to the
Yemeni people.
In the same vein, the variables that have been
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rooted in the state’s policy are dominated by moral and
humanitarian considerations, such as self-sacrifice for
the sake of protecting the homeland and its territorial
integrity, assisting brothers, helping them, eradicating
injustice and aggression against them. Other values
that have helped to shape UAE’s approach , have
been established by the founding father, Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan .

Community cohesion

Based on the above, the state has been successful
in defusing many crises, playing important
consensual roles among many of the conflicting
parties in the region, and has achieved further success
at the international level, gaining greater respect
and appreciation, as well as providing immediate
assistance to the affected states at times of disasters
and wars, and the process of “Restoring Hope” is a

clear example of the UAE’s record.
The Commemoration Day marks the strength,
cohesion and solidarity of society behind its wise
leadership. When the nation’s sons and its courageous
soldiers came to a determined response to defend it,
they realized that the country was being targeted
and there were those who harbor evil intentions
and hostility against it. It was on such occasions
of looming danger that Emirati people chose to
decidedly perform their sacred duty to safeguard the
lives of citizens and the dignity of the nation.

Crying out of joy

On the other hand, the country‘s reaction to the
heroic sacrifices made by many Emiratis, was both
thoughtful and highly responsible. The Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince’s Office has established a team tasked
with looking after the martyrs' families, help them
meet their needs and provide them with all necessary
support, in appreciation of the sacrifices of their
brave children, husbands, brothers or fathers.
The martyrs’ families have also admirably
handled the matter; they presented unique examples
of patience and generosity based on altruism and
loyalty to this benevolent country and determination
that its national flag remains high. Here is an example
of what a Commemoration father said: “it would be a
shame for the Commemoration family to grieve and
shed tears, they should cry happily over the status
that God gave him, and chose him ... We rejoice in
the martyrdom of our children, because we firmly
adhere to the principle of supporting the oppressed”.
The UAE leadership and the brave armed
forces have realized that there is no choice but to
confront those who want to destabilize this country
and disrespect its sovereignty, to accelerate the
eradication of terrorism and to close the hotbeds of
extremism. A better future will only be achieved by
a strong state armed with science and knowledge,
capable of appreciating Man and investing in his
mind to consolidate sustainable development in
which all potentials are employed.

Safeguarding the achievements

Accordingly, martyrdom is a life-giver in many
ways, and therefore it places a heavy responsibility
on everyone, not only to pride themselves in its
significance, but also to assimilate its lessons and enrich

them. This requires safeguarding the achievements of
the state that put it at the forefront of nations regionally
and internationally.
What makes this Commemoration Day more special
is that it comes at a turbulent and critical time, both
regionally and internationally. There has been a lot of
confusion, failure and in-fighting elsewhere, while the
United Arab Emirates remains invincible, interested in
its future generations and seeking to ensure their safety
and success. It is worth stressing at this point that the
power of the state is the result of a range of political,
strategic, economic and demographic variables, not to
mention the strength of national will, internal cohesion
and the ability to achieve national interests; in fact
martyrdom is the clearest testimony to that.
This reality lays at the heart of the brave martyrs’
conviction , whose human nobility made them sacrifice
their lives to consolidate the state’s political efforts to
strengthen ties with brotherly and Islamic countries,
promote stability and peace in the region, protect Arab
national security and face up to the Houthi militias
in Yemen to stop them tampering, sabotage and
destabilizing the security and peace of the entire region
to keep their paymasters in Tehran happy.
Therefore, the UAE’s participation with the Arab
coalition in the “Restoring Hope” operation, was meant
to stop extremists swallowing the Yemeni state, and
prevent the formation of a new system based on mixing
sectarian considerations with Iran’s interests and its
ambitions for regional influence. The UAE effort sought
to avoid the imposition of the bilateral state - the army
- the militia, which would prevent the establishment of
a national state governed by a constitution, and would
keep the conflict of identities in its various sectarian and
political forms running.
In conclusion, may God have mercy on our brave
martyrs, and may He preserve the United Arab
Emirates, its noble Sheikhs and loyal people and
protect them from all evil; blessed are the martyrs who
have made their lives a bridge of glory, dignity of souls,
and who are alive and well in paradise.

Dr. Hoda Al Nuaimi

Writer on media and international relations
h_marouf@hotmail.com
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On the tenth anniversary
NCEMA: Thank you our wise leadership,
founders and partners
Issue 23 27

NCEMA -ten years on

On the the tenth anniversary of its establishment

NCEMA honors its founders and strategic
partners
Under the patronage of His Excellency Saif Sultan Al-Ariani, Secretary General of
the Supreme Council for National Security and Chairman of the National Emergency,
Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), the Partners Forum was held
at the Fairmont Bab Al Bahr resort on 21 November to honor its founding leaders and
strategic partners. HE Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, Director General of NCEMA,
HE Major General Maktoum Al Sharifi, Director General of Abu Dhabi Police, a host of
UAE officials and guests, attended the Forum.
Gratitude

HE Dr. Al Hosani delivered the opening speech
that began by extending his sincere thanks and
appreciation to HH Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Vice President of the Executive Council
of Abu Dhabi, who is credited with establishing
NCEMA and providing it with all forms of support
in the early stages, including laying the cornerstones
of comprehensive and integrated management of
emergencies, crises and disasters in the UAE.
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Dr Al Hosani also thanked HH Sheikh Tahnoon
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, National Security Advisor,
for his unfailing support of NCEMA’s continued
progress in pioneering and excellence, and for his
supervision with the aim of enriching the outputs of
national action in the management of emergencies,
crises and disasters.
Dr. Al Hosani went on to express gratitude and
appreciation to His Excellency Saif Sultan AlAriani, Secretary General of the Supreme Council
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for National Security and Chairman of NCEMA’s
Board of Directors for his exceptional role in
directing NCEMA towards enhancing joint action.
The Director General also spoke highly of the
efforts of the founders and partners who have left
their marks on NCEMA and helped it to achieve its
objectives and vision towards excellence and success
at the local and international levels.

Protection of the state and its assets

Dr Al Hosani said “In 2007, our leadership
directed that NCEMA should be established as the
body responsible for coordinating and managing all
efforts of emergency, crisis and disaster management
agencies in a manner that ensures the protection of
the state from all potential risks”.
Dr Al Hosani added “and thus NCEMA’s
pioneering march went forward and with each day it
took a new leap to fulfill its mission in contributing
to the maintenance of security and safety in our
country”. He continued “we have put the first building
blocks in place and outlined the road map to achieve
the leadership’s vision, drawing on ours and our

partner’s expertise as well as the latest developments
in the world”. Then, the DG said “doing all that, we
are fully aware of the importance of developing the
emergency and crises system from a simple primitive
one to a global and national system that is highly
regarded in the region”.
Dr Al Hosani stressed that this cherished occasion
has deeper and richer connotations than appears
at first sight. He proceeded to say «today, as we
commemorate the tenth anniversary of the founding
of NCEMA, we celebrate its achievements, which
are increasing and developing, day by day, thanks
to the limitless support of the wise leadership, its
sound guidance, the cooperation of our partners,
the dedication of NCEMA’s cadres and their efforts
to deepen their knowledge and excellence in the
emergency system in accordance with the highest
international standards. Our cadres’ work is based
on systematic exploration of the future to prepare
effectively for its challenges”. Acknowledging the
great help of partners, NCEMA’s Director General
said “this success would not have been possible
without the role of strategic partners, who offered
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significant support of our objectives, strategic and
operational plans, and corporate excellence projects.”

A leading position

The Director General proudly noted that “NCEMA
has assumed a prominent position at the Arab and
international levels and has pioneering achievements
to its name in the areas of emergencies, crises and
disasters management”. He added “we are honored
that our work has been recognized by our leadership
to whom we pledge to do our utmost to keep going
forward and to build strong relations as well as
strategic partnerships with various local, regional,
global, governmental and private bodies, with the
intention of sharing with them information and best
practices. We deeply believe in the importance
of partnership as a vital tool in achieving success,
institutional excellence and continuing development
of the emergency system”.
At the end of the ceremony, Dr. Al Hosani honored
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former Director General NCEMA, HE Major General
Mohammed Khalfan Al Rumaithi, Commanderin-Chief of Abu Dhabi Police and member of the
Executive Council; however the honoring of Al–
Rumaithi’s was received on his behalf, by HE Major
General Maktoum Al Sharifi, Director General of
Abu Dhabi Police. Dr Al Hosani then honored HE
Shahwan Sorour Al-Dhahiri, former Deputy Director
General of NCEMA, in addition to a number of senior
founders and strategic partners of the Authority.
It is worth pointing out that NCEMA has always
been keen to strengthen its cooperation with its
strategic partners and to enhance their work together
through various forms that reflect the vision of our
leadership which stresses the need to integrate roles
between different parties and to assume common
responsibilities, in ways that contribute to providing
better service to the country and its citizens, and
enhance the UAE leadership and excellence, globally
on all levels.

NCEMA -ten years on

Achievements

As for the this Forum, it should be said that one of
its main objectives was to provide effective channels
of communication to exchange views and proposals,
to bring the views of NCEMA and its partners closer
and to translate into action the common objectives,
future aspirations and the pivotal role played by
its partners in the development of the national
emergency, crisis and disaster management system.
On the occasion of Partners Forum, NCEMA
published a report summarizing its achievements
over a period of 10 years, which show that it has
been able to take long strides in enhancing the
UAE’s capabilities in managing and responding
to emergencies, crises and disasters, developing
business continuity requirements as well as
procedures for rapid recovery. NCEMA managed all
those achievements through the use of all means of
coordination and communication at the federal, local

and private level, in order to preserve lives, property
and assets. Its latest success include the launch of
a new integrated system that will contribute to the
strengthening of NCEMA’s main operations for the
management of emergencies, crises and disasters, to
communicate with the public and people at risk and
enable them to be prepared or respond effectively to
any kind of risk.
As a matter of fact, NCEMA has always applied
the best international standards and practices, and
established a number of high-level operations centers
that work around the clock.
Furthermore, over the last ten years, NCEMA
has been able to disseminate vital concepts related
to facing up to disasters and crises of any kind or
origin. The most prominent of these concepts is
the integrated teamwork between various local and
federal bodies in order to ensure the highest degree
of readiness and efficiency in the fight against such
crises, their containment and management.
Issue 23 31

NCEMA -ten years on
Interview

The Board of Directors is following
NCEMA work closely to implement
the leadership’s vision in creating
a model environment to cope with
emergencies, crises and disasters

HE Saif Sultan
Al-Ariani,

Secretary General of the Supreme
Council for National Security and
Chairman of the Board of Directors
of NCEMA to “
”
One of the most important reasons for
success was the wise leadership’s unlimited
support, which had the greatest impact
on NCEMA’s growth and acclaimed
development.
Thanks to the support and follow-up of
HH Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
National Security Advisor, NCEMA is
successfully pursuing its work.
NCEMA’s success and excellence at the
risk system are the result of the Board of
Directors following up and supervision.
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HE Saif Sultan Al-Ariani, Secretary General
of the Supreme Council for National Security,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
“ National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster
Management Authority” (NCEMA), praised
the efforts and preparedness of the United Arab
Emirates in the management of emergencies,
crises and disasters, which our wise leadership
regards as the top priority for the protection of
life and property in accordance to thoughtful
plans that seek to follow best international
standards and practices. Thanks to the support
of our wise leadership and guidance, NCEMA
has to its name achievements which are
internationally acclaimed, HE added.
In a special interview with “Tawaree”, HE
expressed his pride in His Highness Sheikh
Tahnoon bin Zayed’s support for the work
of NCEMA and his close attention to its
successes. “thanks to the support and followup of HH Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, National Security Advisor, NCEMA
has been successful in applying those systems
accurately and effectively, and consequently
in performing the tasks that it was established
for, according to the best standards and
global practices which it adopts in its work
methodology and all activities”, HE said.
HE Sultan Saif Al-Aryani highlighted
the role played by the Board of Directors in
guiding NCEMA’s work and enhancing its
success in order to ensure that the leadership’s
vision of protecting lives and assets is put into
practice.
The Secretary General of the Supreme
National Security Council said that NCEMA
is keen on exploring the future, since the
foresight of what might happen is a key
element in the successful dealing with risks; it
is also very important in drawing up strategic
plans for emergencies, crises and disasters
management.
The full transcript of the interview follows:

In your opinion, has NCEMA been
able to implement the State’s policies on
the protection of life, property and the
preservation of its assets?

- Our Government has developed a comprehensive
system of laws for protecting the lives, property and
rights of individuals, and addressing them at times
of emergencies or crises in a manner that complies
with international laws and standards; to achieve
preparedness, it sought to adopt the most effective
and thorough plans that have already been tried by
some developed countries such as Japan, America,
Britain, Australia and China. Using this system,
our government marked out the appropriate tools,
methods and the effective ways of handling each
type of emergencies and crises of varying levels of
seriousness in order to reduce all kinds of losses.
It also trained staff to develop the required skills
through various workshops and drills.
Thanks to the support and follow-up of HH
Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al Nahyan, National
Security Advisor, NCEMA has been successful in
applying those systems accurately and effectively,
and consequently in performing the tasks that it
was established for, according to the best standards
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The directives of HH
the National Security
Advisor, adoption of the
highest international
standards and the Board
of Directors' follow-up
of the implementation
of these directives, have
together elevated NCEMA
to international level of
performance.

and global practices which it adopts in its work
methodology and all activities. NCEMA has also
been able to promote vitally important concepts
related to the response to all sorts of disasters. One of
the most prominent of these concepts is the integrated
teamwork between various local and federal bodies
in order to ensure the highest degree of readiness and
efficiency in facing up to these crises, containing and
managing them.
Undoubtedly, NCEMA has worked with its
partners to realize this degree of readiness, and
provide the necessary flexibility and tight regulation
of the crisis and disaster management efforts in the
country, in addition to updating the risk register,
creating a general standard for safety and security
procedures and preparing business continuity
management standard in order to ensure that services
will continue to be offered at times of emergencies.

How successful is NCEMA in translating
the vision of the good leadership into
disaster management into reality?

NCEMA is supported by the leadership and
it works in order to become a leading model in
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the field of preparedness and ability to deal with
crises and disasters and handle them with a high
degree of professionalism ;the directives of HH the
National Security Advisor, adoption of the highest
international standards and the Board of Directors’
follow-up of the implementation of these directives
, have together elevated NCEMA to international
levels of performance, experience and excellence in
the area of building an integrated system to address
crises and emergencies and prepare for them
As a result of this support, NCEMA has
achieved a degree of excellence that is sufficient
to highlight its expertise and skills, both regionally
and internationally. It has received many accolades
from distinguished bodies concerned with crisis and
disaster management, including but not limited to,
accreditation as a training center accredited by the
Council Cooperation with the Gulf States, Jordan and
Britain, and by important international bodies such
as the International Disaster Recovery Foundation
(DRI) and City & Guilds.
The fact that NCEMA has assumed this prestigious
position in and outside the country indicates that it is
proceeding in the right direction and it is proceeding
steadily with well-considered steps and successfully
playing the role given to it by the wise leadership.

Is NCEMA actively exploring the future
in search of preparedness for challenges
and preparation of strategic plans?

The Board of Directors is keen to follow up on all
aspects of the work and develop the emergency system
to implement the leadership’s vision in creating a
model environment to handle with emergencies,
crises and disasters. NCEMA’s fulfillment of
its responsibilities within the framework of the
integrated emergency, crisis and disaster management
system requires the highest degree of preparedness;
exploring the future in a scientific manner is an
essential component in the effective mechanism of
dealing with crises and disasters.
In addition to this practical and direct role in
dealing with risks, forecasting the future has an
important strategic value. Without careful reading of
the future and accurate analysis of its data, it is not
possible to draw strategic plans, manage interests and
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Interview
resources to meet potential needs and other details
necessary for developing effective policies
This is why NCEMA is responsible for strategic
planning, training and organization of emergency
teams and is working on a number of trends in this
context according to the emergency management
and preparedness system. The aim is to prevent
the occurrence or reduce the impact of crises and
disasters, as much as possible. But, if they did occur,
God forbid, NCEMA is always ready to deal with
such risks and initiate recovery from them.
To go into detail, I would say NCEMA has set
up the necessary plans to deal with such specific
risks in coordination with the relevant national
authorities, through an integrated system to address
these risks and train to handle them in cooperation
and coordination with the leading party charged
with handling each emergency in order to ensure
readiness of those parties in the event of any
emergency. In addition to prior preparedness to
launch the awareness campaigns, that have already
been formulated, through various media channels to
reach the largest number of individuals to enable and
educate them on how to face the risks of all kinds,
and guide them to follow the right procedures to
ensure their safety.
In this context of prior preparedness, NCEMA
develops the frameworks and guidelines that
contribute to planning for risks and threats in
accordance to the national risk register, which
includes the risks to which the state may be exposed.
Those risks have been examined in an extensive and
specialized manner through capacity building; plans
and relevant procedures for each one of them have
been drawn and responsibilities of the leading and
supporting bodies dealing with every one of these
risks have also been named.

What are the ingredients of success that
led of the “National Emergency, Crisis
and Disaster Management Authority”
excellence and development into a regional
and Arab model?

One of the most important reasons for success
was the wise leadership’s unlimited support, which
had the greatest impact on NCEMA’s growth and

acclaimed development; other reasons of its success
also include the continuous and close attention of HH
the National Security Advisor as well as the work to
overcome difficulties in order to ensure the provision
of resources to promote NCEMA as a leading national
institution. The dedication of work teams, followup by the Board of Directors of NCEMA, keeping
abreast of international developments and benefit
from them, together contributed to making NCEMA
an Arab and world model in the field of preparedness
or readiness to deal with crises, emergencies or
national disasters.

Are you satisfied with the pace of
development of the emergency system and
crises in the country and the modernization
of its mechanisms and tools, in line with
the progress of these departments in the
world?

Continual development to keep up with the latest
scientific breakthroughs in the world in the areas of
crises and disasters management is of paramount
importance. In fact, NCEMA is keen to be proactive
and to attend all events, conferences, and training
sessions to further develop the expertise that is
harnessed to serve the nation.
In addition to that, work goes on to qualify
staff members through specialized training plans
for emergencies and crises based on the analysis
of training needs, prepared and implemented
by NCEMA in coordination with the relevant
authorities. The total number of trainees enrolled
in those specialized courses was 6180 trainees
until 2016 and we have about 30 Emirati certified
trainers.
NCEMA also periodically assesses the readiness
of the national agencies to deal with emergencies,
crises and disasters by using the best international
practices for the national risk and threat assessment
mechanism, examining the potential of the concerned
parties, analyzing and identifying the possibilities
to be reached, preparing the specific risk plans and
supporting plans, as well as conducting specialized
courses and local and national exercises to measure
the preparedness of the relevant parties in the
management of emergencies and crises.
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One of the most
outstanding achievements
of NCEMA’s is the
development of highly
qualified and able national
cadres who are comparable,
in terms of the depth of
their expertise, to those of
the work teams of the most
advanced countries the
world over

Are the aspirations and strategic
projects of the NCEMA compatible with
the competence it has developed and the
expertise it has gained since its inception?

One of the most outstanding achievements of
NCEMA’s is the development of highly qualified
and able national cadres, who are comparable, in
terms of the depth of their expertise, to those of the
work teams of the most advanced countries the world
over . This is achieved through ongoing training
and interactive cooperation with relevant parties at
the international level and making all the efforts to
carefully plan and organize work so that Emiratis,
who are sparing no effort to make their prosperous
homeland more so, can themselves, get the jobs done
skillfully.
The process of providing work teams with the
necessary qualifications started ten years ago and
is continuing, based on NCEMA’s keenness to have
its cadres composed exclusively of Emiratis. This
mission has been successfully accomplished. It is
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worth mentioning that NCEMA provided specialized
and general training for 4228 trainees between 2014
and 2016, with the aim of building an expert team
and having trainers qualified to carry out its tasks;
this indicates redoubling of efforts and speeding up
towards a brighter future.

To what extent has NCEMA been able to
raise awareness of the risks and establish a
safety culture in the UAE?

Over the past 10 years, NCEMA has made
remarkable inroads into establishing a deeply rooted
culture of safety and spelling out its concepts in UAE
society. It has also spread the word about the dangers
of emergencies, crises and disasters, and the ways of
preparing to deal with, and recover from, them. It has
done all this to realize its strategic plans aiming at
transforming society into “first respondent “, because
it strongly believes that unless the community as a
whole gets involved in risk management efforts
and works hand in hand with the relevant bodies to
address these risks, it will not be possible to protect
lives and property effectively. Therefore, members
of the community should qualify to cooperate and
take part in collective work designed to face up
emergencies, crises and disasters and have sufficient
knowledge about them, their implications and ways
to reduce their effects. The best evidence of the
commendable results that NCEMA has been able
to deliver, is the ever-growing number of Emirati
volunteers to contribute to emergency, crisis and
disaster management efforts. The number of those
who joined the voluntary program launched by the
NCEMA has reached 2330 volunteers, including
1610 males and 720 females.
To find out the main reason behind NCEMA’s
success in establishing a culture of safety in the
UAE and attracting thousands of volunteers, it
is necessary to examine its media role because
mass communication tools are very important in
disseminating knowledge on a large scale. The large
volume of promotional materials that it has brought
out demonstrates the hard work done by NCEMA to
enable the community to be a powerful supporter of
the competent teams tasked with the management of
emergencies, crises and disasters.

NCEMA -ten years on
National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster
Management Authority

An admirable track record of
achievements at a young age
The talk about the achievements of
the National Emergency, Crises and
Disasters Management Authority
(NCEMA)is bound to be long even
though it is still at a young age with
a handful of years. In its ten years,
it has achieved successes that have
multiplied and diversified, mainly
due to the guidance and unlimited
support of the wise leadership.
NCEMA’s efforts to develop its
capabilities and improve its skills
have played an important role in the
creation of an integrated system for
the management of emergencies,
crises and disasters, in cooperation
with its partners, for the protection
of life, property and state’s assets.
NCEMA is currently working
on a number of projects and
implementing a series of future
plans to enhance the response level
in emergencies, disasters and crises.
Major among recent projects is the
early warning system which is due to
be launched early 2018 in order to
facilitate communication with people
at risk and enable them to prepare
for any eventuality, so that lives and
property can be preserved. It has
also opened operations centers that
serve the community and provide
full protection 24× 7.
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Drills
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NCEMA -ten years on
Agreements

No. of
Agreements:
50

Media Activities
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