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Two occasions, a pause for the future

The Martyr’s Day and the National Day are two
occasions each of which holds the connotations of
unwavering, limitless sacrifice for a country whose first
builders and righteous citizens have worked hard to
raise it as a monument, brick by brick and layer by layer,
mixed with the sweat of patience and perseverance and
huge efforts inspired by enlightened minds and iron
wills that do not bend before difficulties.
Two days that summarize in their seconds the
mechanism of all days of each year, very dear to every
Emirati heart, for this heart beats for them whenever it
encounters the picture of the present and the memories
of the past years that were the foundation of a future
that is worth feeling proud of.
What was special in our celebration of the National
Day this year was that it coincided with the first
Martyr’s Day in the history of the UAE. It has also
come in the midst of the “UAE Innovation Week.” If
this was any indication, it stresses the holistic approach
of our wise leadership which is sparing no effort to
optimally capitalize on time to maintain momentum for
the nation-building process for a brighter tomorrow.
With the rich connotations of these two days and
under their umbrella, the whole country got together,
the leadership, the government and the people, citizens
and expatriates alike, to mark these two events.
Hands were in hands and hearts beat in unison while
everybody remembers with gratitude those who
have given everything, including their soul, for their
homeland and for its unity and sovereignty; for us now
and for our generations to come. The whole scene was
a renewal of the pledge to continue on the same path
of hard work and sacrifice to preserve the country and
protect its achievements and stay the course.
It was a burdensome march that required endless
dedication and strong will. It started with the late Sheikh
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan and his late brothers, the
rulers of other emirates who were the founding fathers
of the nation building process of a unified solidly
established country that aspires to take its active role
in the region and worldwide. At the same time, work
was underway to build the people’s national identity;
to establish a sense of citizenship that is based on the
Arabic and Islamic values to develop a UAE citizen that
is capable of catch up with the world’s advancement
and efficiently face the challenges of modern life on
all levels.
With such dedication, the country moves from the
building phase to the empowerment phase with the

advent of tenure of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, UAE President; a phase characterized
by confident, progressive strides in innovation and
excellence and modernization on all levels, which put
the country on par with the advanced world.
These successes at all levels were not an easy
undertaking. It took considerable amount of the sweat,
sometimes even the blood, of UAE citizens. Soon
enough, some cases of regional cupidity started to
unravel with every milestone achieved. However, the
shrewdness that has long been one of the leadership’s
attributes, coupled with the strong will to achieve the
set goals, have always averted and defeated all foreign
plots.
The greatness, continuity and development of a
homeland are not based only on its capabilities and
potentials. It rather depends on the overall amount of
sacrifice given to put its foundation and maintain its
excellence and on the perseverance of its citizens to
stay the course with unwavering dedication.
The mere reliance on the glories of the past, dreaming
of its beautiful memories and celebrating its remarkable
milestones without having the will to continue, innovate
and excel means degradation and failure. Reliance
on the past without staying the course of continuous
development and modernization, will lead to stagnation
and retreat countdown where weakness could creep
into the country to lead to an inevitable breakdown.
Therefore, continuing to build on the achievements of
the founding fathers is an inevitable necessity where
the role of the individual and society goes hand in
hand with the role of the government in the public and
private sectors alike.
The active role of the individual is a precondition
in the functioning of the state and its strength. With
such a role, we can hope to reap the fruits of the policy
adopted by the UAE since its establishment; the policy
of investing in the human assets and developing their
capabilities and skills. With such a role, the celebration
of the National Day and the Martyr’s Day will have
its real meaning. For the best recognition of the
martyrs in their day is to show continuous readiness
to continue with the march towards the goal for which
they have sacrificed their lives. The greatest joy would
be reflected in the pledge taken to show more loyalty
to the homeland through continuous giving for its
progress and glory.
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Amid sweeping public joy and official events across the UAE
The UAE marks the 44th National Day, under theme:
"Long Last your Glory, homeland”

Khalifa bin Zayed:

Terrorism is a threat to our countries
and combating it is a duty

wam
Amid sweeping public joy and official celebrations all over the UAE cities and regions to
mark the UAE’s 44th "National Day", under the title of "Long Last your Glory, homeland” a
central official celebration was held in Abu Dhabi, under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President. The event was attended by His Majesty King Muhammad
VI, King of Morocco, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President,
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of Armed Forces, Their Highnesses
Supreme Council Members and Rulers of the emirates, Their Highnesses Crown Princes and
Deputy Rulers, a number of sheikhs, ministers and senior officials in the armed forces and the
Ministry of Interior, as well as families and relatives of martyrs.
4 JANUARY 2016

The celebration began with various
interactive
shows
and
performances,
highlighting the values, traditions and genuine
heritage of the people of UAE and showcasing
the great achievements attained, thanks to
the wise leadership, which reflect the image
of UAE civilization in the past, present and
anticipated future. The celebration included
three main parts named: "The Emergence of a
Nation", "Emirati and Proud" and "Glory of a
Homeland."

Presenting some of the poems of the late
Sheikh zayed Bin Sulatn Al Nahyan, the
celebration reflected the joy of the people of
UAE, with its citizens and residents, and their
proud interaction with the glorious national
anniversary of UAE National Day and with
the developmental achievements accomplished
under the wise leadership that led the Federation
towards a life of pride, progress and prosperity.

Khalifa Bin Zayed
Without confronting terrorism, there
is no security, no stability and no
development

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE President, noted that "the Second
of December is a day on which we remember
with pride the distinguished life and career of
the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
and his brothers who laid the foundation of the
Federation. Their lives present an example and
a role model. Thanks to their prudent vision, our
country initiated a successful developmental
model and gave the world a leading example
of justice, rule of law, economic diversification,
employment of resources and sustainable
development. The UAE achievements were
testified by international bodies and institutions
and are ranked among the highest and most
advanced in the world, which bears

witness to the sound approach and
methodology. The priority of our federal and
local governments became to bring happiness
and comfort to the UAE’s citizens, residents
and visitors and to provide all services with the
highest high quality and excellence".
H.H. expressed appreciation "for our people
for their precious trust in our march, and for our
youth, who were greatly enthusiastic to take the
initiative to join the military national service.
"This trust and enthusiasm make us prouder
of the capabilities of our nationals, more
optimistic about their future, more assured
about our homeland and more determined to
shoulder the responsibility”.
H.H. added: "Building our security
capabilities, achieving social peace in our
country, enhancing the GCC integration
and security, actively contributing to the
preservation of the Arab entity and regional
peacekeeping are well established priorities
in our national approach. Rather, these are the
essence of the responsibility our fathers passed
to us. We will continue in our partnership with
our Arab brothers to confront all the threats to
our Gulf and Arab countries and everything
that affects their security, peace and structure”.
In a statement on the occasion, H.H. stressed
that "Terrorism is a danger that threatens the
existence and social fabric of our countries.
Participation in combatting it is a duty, as there
is no security, stability nor development without
curbing it. H.H. emphasized that the UAE will
continue its role in supporting brothers and will
firmly participate in combating the malicious
ambitions that target the security and stability of
our Gulf and Arab neighbors". H.H. concluded,
"for this duty, our sons in the Armed Forces
have shown the greatest examples of heroism
and sacrifice. We have lost brave martyrs
who gave their lives for their country and its
values. Their sacrifices will ignite our strength
and unity. It is the duty of all of us to remain
Issue 15
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loyal to the values they died for, to pursue
their march by consolidating the meanings of
sacrifice, loyalty, and belonging in the minds of
our children and work so that this country will
stay strong and dignified.”

Mohammed Bin Rashid:
Our brave martyrs gave the celebration
new sublime value

For his part, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President,
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, stressed
that brave martyrs of UAE gave the celebration
of the National Day a new sublime value. The
celebration of this occasion will be linked with
marking the Martyr’s Day, which will give
further significance to our sense of belonging,
elevating the value of sacrifice and giving to
higher, more sublime levels. There is no giving
that equals sacrificing the soul, which is the
secret of life, for the homeland, no goal in life
is higher than the goal of self sacrifice and no
honor is equal to the honor of martyrdom.”
In a statement published by the “Nation
Shield” magazine, H.H. said that, since its
foundation, the UAE chose to abide by the
principles of international law, seek peaceful
co-existence with its neighbors, expand the
circle of its friendships and cooperation with
the world’s countries as a whole, reject the use
of force or even the threatening of such use
in solving differences and settling disputes.
“We are people of peace and development.
We were and will remain so. But if we are
maliciously targeted by anyone, we will
confront them with all our capabilities. And
if war is to be imposed upon us, we are for
it. We have never initiated enmity, but we are
always ready to face aggressors. As our armed
forces participate in the “Decisive Storm and
Restoring Hope” operation, are engaged in
a war that was imposed upon us. We and our
6 JANUARY 2016

brothers answered the call of Yemen to support
its people and legitimacy, to defend it against
aggression before such aggression settles
down and expands, and to extinguish the fire
of treasury before their sparks fly and ignite
fires in our region, seriously threatening the
stability of our countries and their security and
achievements,” H.H. continued.
H.H. paid tribute to the souls of our brave
martyrs and their families. He appreciated their
deep faith, strong belief and true belonging.
“Your sons have given you and their country
an honor that is second to none. They reminded
us of the conduct of our ancestors who
maintained this land and provided it with all
that is precious, defending it with their souls.
The Almighty Allah, Who chose our martyrs
to heaven, honored us by them and He poured
good and prosperity to our country and people
thanks to their achievements. Their blood flows
in the veins of our country, boosting its strength
and reverence. The radiance of martyrdom is
now overwhelming our people and community,
causing more unity and cohesion. Our martyrs
should be further respected as they have given
a new medal to our armed forces, embodying
their ethics and the spirit of sacrifice within
every member of its staff,” H.H. went on to say.
H.H. the UAE Vice President, Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai added: “We are fine and our
country is fine. We are overwhelmed with the
feelings of pride in our vibrant and successful
Emirati model. The meanings of loyalty and
belonging are deepened in our selves”.
H.H. concluded by saying: “Challenges
do not frighten nor disturb us. Rather, they
motivate us to develop the sources of our
own strength. They call us for more cohesion,
solidarity, agility, readiness and giving for the
homeland, in addition to doubling our efforts
in work, perfection, achievement, initiative and
innovation”.

Mohammed Bin Zayed:
UAE Cheerfully Celebrates Thanks to
Strong Foundation Established by Ancestors

On his part, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of Armed
Forces, said: “This is a beautiful day. We
pray to the Almighty Allah to make it a day
of glory, security, stability and eternal joy for
the UAE”. H.H. added, in a statement after the
official ceremony of the 44th National Day
that “We are lucky to experience such a great
atmosphere, especially in a region that face
many challenges, when the sincere sons of
our Arab nation are trying to extinguish fire in
different spots there”.
In his statement to the “Nation Shield”
magazine, H.H. said: “Each year, when we
celebrate the National Day, we appreciatively
and respectfully remember the founding
fathers, led by the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, who were determined to unite. As
such, their will and determination were stronger
than all obstacles and challenges. They sincerely
worked for a united and glorified homeland
in which people would enjoy security, peace
and stability, leaving behind them personal
ambitions and bombastic ideologies and
slogans. They built the United Arab Emirates
on strong and deep-rooted foundations, not
only on the material level, but also on the social
and cultural levels.”
“On the 44th anniversary of our dear country,
we pray to the Almighty Allah to have mercy
upon our righteous martyrs, who sacrificed
their souls in the battles of right and duty and
in the yards of honor and pride, during the
different phases of the UAE history and finally
our courageous martyrs in the operations
of restoring the legitimacy in Yemen. We
remember their heroism and sacrifice to keep
the flag of United Arab Emirates flying high
and glorified. Here, we must greet the families
of martyrs, who provided the homeland with
men who do not hesitate to offer their blood

for its sake. They planted in them the love of
homeland and belonging to it and to sacrifice all
that precious to defend it and uphold its values.
We stress that the UAE will never forget its
martyrs; that their names will remain immortal
in the nation's memory forever."
H.H. stressed that the UAE will go on
standing by just and legitimate issues,
supporting Arab brothers and protecting the
pillars of Arab national security against any
internal or external threat, saying that the
UAE believes that its national security is part
of the Arab national security and that building
strong Arab stance to deal with the changes
and transformations in the region is the way to
safeguard Arab interests and protect the region
against foreign interference.
H.H. noted that the UAE was and still
is an advocate of peace and a symbol of
development, tolerance and coexistence of
peoples, cultures and civilizations. “Terrorism
has become a serious plague that threatens
the security of States and communities in the
whole world. The escalation of its operations
and targeting civilians in a brutal and barbaric
manner requires an active international move
to confront the forces and groups that stand
behind it. The fight against such groups is the
fight of entire human civilization,”H.H. added.
H.H. concluded by addressing the young
generation, saying: "A dear and honored
homeland is handed over to you. And you are
responsible for moving it forward towards new
horizons of growth and progress. The challenges
of the future and competition are numerous and
we are confident that you are worthy of this
responsibility. You prove your worthiness in
the battlefields, institutes, universities, various
work sites and all regional and international
forums. So, be armed with faith, science, skills
and necessary expertise and be keen on loyalty
and honesty. This honorable flag will be handed
over to you to continue the march of glory and
achievements."
Issue 15
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UAE marks the "Commemoration Day" amid an atmospheres of pride

Khalifa: Nations grow by the heroism of their
citizens and write history by their sacrifices
In an atmosphere full of pride, the United
Arab Emirates celebrated for the first time
on 30th November the "Commemoration
Day", through a series of diverse official and
popular events, organized in the different
emirates and regions, as well as in the UAE
embassies and diplomatic missions abroad.

UAE President:
A great day to get inspired by their
heroism and example

His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of United Arab Emirates
said that: "It is a great day as we honor the
martyrs of our country and get inspired by their
heroism, looking at them as role models in
defending the soil of our beloved country.”
In a statement on this occasion, H.H. stressed
that "Nations grow by the heroism of their
citizens and write history by their sacrifices.
The sacrifices of martyrs build power, glory and
pride for the present and future generations”.
H.H. stressed that the "Commemoration
Day" should be a day full of giving to maintain
the nation's resources and land. It should also
be an incentive to join and embrace our national
service and learn how to defend our nation and
maintain its dignity and honor.

H.H. added: "Marking the Martyr’s Day
should teach us how to face events and how to
deal with crises. The national service develops
8 JANUARY 2016

our sons to become real men who believe in
their God, religion and homeland and stand
alongside their wise leadership, in word and
deed, to achieve milestones that keep our
country an example and keep us proud of it.”

H.H. gave his directives to grant the country’s
martyrs the "Martyr’s Medal" to honor and
recognize their sacrifice for their national duty.

Mohammed bin Rashid:
Walking high in pride
and glory

For his part, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, UAE Vice
President, Prime Minister and
Ruler of Dubai, stressed that
the "Commemoration Day"
is "the beginning of a new
era in the UAE; an era that is
characterized by sacrifice for
the homeland, sparing nothing
for its future, maintaining
further unity between citizens
and their leadership and
consolidating internal unity to defend its
security, stability and interests".
H.H. said: “In this great day, the UAE, its
people and its history honor a very special
group of citizens who have sacrificed their
souls and shed their blood for it and gave its
people a lofty example of glory and pride.
“We celebrate a new spirit that has spread
across our country, great values that have been
embedded in our souls and a sense of pride that
has embraced our sky. We celebrate those who
have put their souls on the line for their country
and to preserve its security and the future of
their region. We celebrate those who align in
their prayers and raised their palms to their
Creator to accept them as martyrs and choose
them with His Prophets,” H.H. continued.
"On this day, we are walking in pride, our
heads touching the clouds, exalted and proud
of these honorable martyrs. All our works and
sacrifices fall short compared with the blood
they shed and the souls they sacrificed for the
soil of this nation," H.H. went on to say.
H.H. concluded by saying, "On this day, we
bear witness that these men and their fellow
servicemen in the armed forces were true to the
pledge they made with their Creator; they were
brave men who wrote a new chapter of history

wam
ushered a new great era. On this day, we make a
pledge to them, that we will always be indebted
to them; that their children will be ours; that we
will stay the course, appreciate their sacrifices
and commemorate their memory as long as we
live.”

Mohammed bin Zayed
The "Commemoration Day" is a day
of loyalty to a blessed homeland

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed
Forces, stressed that the sacrifices of the brave
martyrs will not go in vain. Their giving will be
eternalized in the nation's memory. H.H. said:
"We will continue to work and progress for a
higher status for our country."
"Since the foundation of the UAE, its
people have offered their lives for the glory,
pride and protection of their homeland and its
achievements. The nation is in an important
historical stage in which we proved to
everybody that the UAE has a solid foundations
of great principles and values, stemming from
our Islamic religion; to meet the various
challenges,” H.H. said, stressing that the UAE
Issue 15
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will never hesitate to perform its fraternal
duties and fulfil its moral and humanitarian
responsibilities.
His Highness said: “As much as we are
proud of our martyrs, we take pride in their
mothers, fathers, wives, children and families,
whose patience, understanding, solid will and
sincere patriotism have given us more strength,
determination and steadfastness. They have
given us absolute confidence in the strength
of this country, the unity of its citizens and its
ability to stand united in the face of challenges
and adversity.
“The decision of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan to dedicate a day
for martyrs is meant to stress that the nation
never forgets its sons who sacrifice themselves
to defend it in the battlefield” H.H. concluded.

A Central Official and Popular Event
in Abu Dhabi

The Capital Abu Dhabi hosted a central
official and popular event that was held at the
Martyrs Monument site near Sheikh Zayed
Grand Mosque. The event was attended by H.H.
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler
of Dubai, H.H. Sheikh Muhammad bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy
Supreme Commander of Armed Forces,
and Their Highnesses the Supreme Council
Members and Rulers of Emirates, Their
Highnesses the Crown Princes and Deputy
Rulers, along with a number of sheikhs,
ministers, senior state officials, commanders of
the armed forces and the Ministry of Interior,
families and relatives of martyrs and a big
crowd of people.
The event began by standing for a minute
of silence and prayer in tribute to the souls of
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the martyrs, followed by raising the UAE flag,
accompanied by the national anthem. The event
included shooting twenty-one artillery shots to
salute martyrs, in addition to a military parade
of the Armed Forces and an aircraft show for
a squadron of UAE Air Force aircrafts. His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and Their Highnesses
Rulers of Emirates honored martyrs by
granting their families "Martyr’s Medal" to
commemorate, honor and recognize their
sacrifices in performing their national duty.

Dr. Amal Abdullah Al Qubaisi:
Our martyrs are medals
of glory and pride

Her Excellency Dr. Amal Abdullah Al
Qubaisi, Head of the Federal National Council,
considered that the UAE is adding to its glorious
history a new glorious page with the bravery of
its martyrs and their sacrifice. Such sacrifices
deserve to be at the center of national pride
and recognition whether from the government
or the public. What those martyrs offered
remains immortal in the minds and memory of
our people, being assured that pride and glory
are based on the blood of martyrs, while their
sacrifices are the key to all victories and their
heroism is the basis of all miracles.
In a speech on this occasion, H.E said:
“We celebrate a historic day, which is
the"Commemoration Day". It is celebrated
by the State in a critical stage that reflects the
appreciation of our wise leadership, led by
H.H. Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President, of our righteous martyrs. Our
leadership is also committed to honor them
at the highest official levels and celebrate
their memory every year; so that this day will
always be a day of glory, heroism, loyalty and
belonging to the UAE land and leadership.

Attended Athens International Conference on Religious Pluralism
and Peaceful Co-existence in the Middle East

The UAE Calls for international
coordinated efforts to combat intolerance,
extremism and terrorism

The UAE called for coordinated efforts and exchange of expertise among the various
educational, cultural, media and legislative sectors to face the numerous aspects of intolerance,
extremism and terrorism regardless of their origin and for establishing peace and security, at the
regional and international levels, promoting common human values, heralded by the prophets
and messengers of Allah to protect human life, spread the culture of peaceful coexistence and
mutual understanding and respect human dignity.

Hosted by the Greek capital
Athens through an initiative from
Mr. ikos Kotzias, the Greek Minister
of Foreign Affairs, the three-day
conference discussed the aspects of
current developments and conflicts
in the Middle East and the best ways
to protect the rights and freedoms
of its various religious and cultural
communities to promote peaceful
coexistence on the principles of
mutual respect and understanding. The
event discussed the idea of setting an
international observatory to monitor
religious and cultural freedoms and document
the violations and persecution that may happen
and follow up on the affairs of the religiously
oppressed.
In a speech delivered in the conference,
Mr. Ali Al Hashemi, Judicial and Religious
Affairs Advisor at the Ministry of Presidential
Affairs, stressed the tolerant nature of Islam
that respects beliefs and rites of non-Muslims.
He pointed out that Islam has established
principles to organize the relationship between
Muslims and non-Muslims. The Holy Qur’an
called for promoting dialog and understanding
for common action based on values and ethics.

wam
Al Hashemi stressed that the Holy Qur’an is
totally innocent of all aspects of intolerance. It
prohibits coercion in religion and only accepts
a faith that is embraced through persuasion and
acceptance.
For his part, Dr. Muhammad Mattar Salim Al
Ka’abi, Chairman of the for General Authority
of Islamic Affairs & Endowments, stressed
that the participation of UAE in the conference
comes in response to the initiative of the Greek
Minister of Foreign Affairs at a time when
voices of extremism and terrorism became loud
and the danger of extremist groups escalated, as
such groups seek to provoke clash between the
different cultures, religions and civilizations.
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The prompt action of the crises management team
and the efficiency of relevant agencies prevented a disaster

Mohammad Bin Rashed praises the honorable performance
of the civil defense, police and ambulance teams for their efficient work
Saif Bin Zaied supervises the fire extinguishing operations
in the ”Address” hotel in Dubai

wam
H. H Sheikh Mohammad Bin Rashed Al Maktoum, the Vice President Prime Minister and
Ruler of Dubai, praised the heroic and high professional performance shown by civil defense,
the police and ambulance teams in dealing with the fire that occurred on New Year’s eve in the
“Address Down Town” hotel near “Khalifa Tower” in Dubai. Sheikh Mohammad said that this
efficiency … “proved the capacity of the people of the UAE to deal in an efficient way with the
emergency situations in unrivaled efficiency”.
During his visit to the hotel H.H expressed
his “thanks and appreciation to those who
participated in the team that carried out this
honorable achievement” … stressing that
“these heroes presented to the world a new
evidence that proves -beyond any doubt- that
12 JANUARY 2016

potentials and civilizational gains are in good
hands which ensure their preservation and
conservation, this entrenches our faith in the
capability and competence of those heroes
and the honorable citizens of the UAE of
handling any emergency situation with high

capability, patriotism, diligence
and dedication in its service and
the elevation of its people to the
highest standings”.
Earlier H.H Saif Bin Zayed
Al Nehian, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Interior,
accompanied by a number of
officers in the Ministry, followed
up closely the merits of the
fire extinguishing, through the
command and control center
in Dubai police and the central
operation room in the directorate
general of civil defense in Dubai, H.H checked
the extinguishing and relief operations and the
expedition and management of the incident’s
site, which resulted successfully in evacuating
the hotel’s guests and visitors in a remarkable
speed, securing the surrounding area of
“Khalifa Tower”, and preventing any human
deaths. H.H emphasized that “the success
of the rescue operation and the preservation
of human lives is a strategic objective of the
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Interior Ministry that works according to the
international standards in the prompt response”
… hailing the “heroic dealing of civil defense,
ambulance and the police staff”.
H.E Dr. Jamal Al Hossani, the Director
General of “the national commission of the
management of crises and disasters” expressed
his gratitude for “the effective and responsible
action of all agencies concerned, and its speedy
reaction vis-à-vis the “Address” hotel fire in
Dubai” … he added in a “tweet” : “we highly
appreciate the great efforts and sacrifices of
the officers and members of the civil defense
and the volunteers … which prevented a real
disaster” .. His Excellency hailed “the conscious
attitudes an actions shown by the public which
facilitated the work of concerned agencies at
the higher level of professionalism, efficiency
and ability to contain the situation, according to
the best international standards”.
The crises and disaster, committee under the
leadership of H.E Major General Khamis Matar
Al Mazeina the General Commander of the
Dubai Police, the head of the committee, has
played a central role in coordinating the efforts
to contain the crisis and minimize the resulting
damages to the minimum, and ensuring the
security and safety of the public.
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Targeting 130 million people till 2025
Mohammed Bin Rashid launches the region’s biggest development and societal institution:

Our Arab region faces tremendous challenges
and we will close our eyes but rather help the
youth and instill hope in a better future
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, said that the world today is facing great challenges in terms of
terrorism, wars, migrations, etc. and that "our Arab region is facing massive challenges to
which we will not close our eyes. Rather, we will help our nation and instill hope amongst young
people for a better future". H.H. stressed that "the real solution lies in human development,
education and helping people build their own future".

Launching
the
region’s
largest
humanitarian, societal
and
development
organization,
H.H.
said
"the
world
today spends tens of
billions to solve these
challenges. However,
if it spends just a
quarter of such sums
on
development,
our region will be
well”. He added that
“people in this region
are able to achieve
the
impossible,
restore their role in
civilization and resume their contribution to the
progress and welfare of humanity".
Named Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Global Initiatives, the new organization is an
umbrella of 28 bodies and institutions that
work in the areas of combatting poverty and
disease and disseminating knowledge, culture,
social empowerment and innovation. They all
14 JANUARY 2016
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cary out more than 1400 humanitarian and
developmental programs in 116 countries
around the World.
H.H. said: “We are today in a major new
beginning. My call is open to everyone,
including countries, international agencies and
organizations, to participate with us in instilling
a new hope for this region". H.H. added:
"Today, humanitarian and development work

changed. It needs huge global institutions
to contribute to transforming the lives of
communities. The huge challenges our
region faces require suitable institutions. By
establishing the new organization, we want
to align efforts, make use of resources and
focus on specific and clear development
goals for which all affiliated institutions will
work".
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Global Initiatives targets more than 130
million people over the coming years. Its
programs will focus on the Arab region. It will
launch the region’s largest comprehensive
Arab development program that focuses
on integrated human development that
starts from provision of basic human needs,
including health, combating illiteracy
and poverty, through the provision of
knowledge, dissemination of culture and
development of education. This will go in
parallel with the development of a generation
of young Arab leaders and supporting true
change in good governance in the region, and
finally providing the largest incubator for Arab
innovators, scientists and researchers.
The initial key objectives of the new
organization were disclosed, including four
main sectors, namely: fighting poverty,
dissemination
of
knowledge,
social
empowerment and the innovation of the future.
The "initiatives" will support and educate 20
million children and ensure the prevention and
treatment of 30 million persons of blindness
and eye diseases until 2025. They will also
invest two billion dirhams to set medical
research centers and hospitals in the region and
allocate AED 500 million for water research, as
one of the key challenges facing our region in
the coming years.
"Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Global
Initiatives" will also continue in the relief and
basic support, enabling more than two million

households to rely on themselves over the
next ten years, in addition to supporting and
sponsoring young entrepreneurs to secure more
than half a million jobs in the next few years.
In terms of knowledge dissemination and
encouragement of the translation movement,
the organization will print and distribute more
than 10 million books and translate 25000
important books from all world languages into
Arabic to restore the role and importance of the
book and use it as a cultural and developmental
tool for our region. The initiatives will continue
to encourage the culture of reading among
school students and support the reading of
more than 500 million books during the next
ten years in the Arab world. Meanwhile, the
organization’s investments in educational and
scientific initiatives will reach AED 1.5 billion,
to bring about a real growth in this respect and
to develop new state-of-the-art educational
tools that can address future needs.
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Mohammed Bin Zayed:

Martyrdom of our brave soldiers makes us more
determined to deter conspirators and defeat aggressors
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, stressed that “Our Martyrs wrote the pages
of glory and pride in the record of our homeland. They scarified their precious lives for the right
cause of fighting the injustices their brothers faced in Yemen. Their endeavors are a lesson of
glory and their sacrifices are a white spot on the forehead of history”.
Offering condolences to the martyrs
of duty, the members of the armed
forces who participated in the coalition
forces in "Restoring Hope" operation
in Yemen, H.H. emphasized that the
martyrdom of our brave soldiers makes
us more determined to proceed with
our brothers more forcefully to deter
conspirators, defeat aggressors on our
region and peoples, and avert their plans
and destructive plots to undermine
security and stability in the region.
H.H. said that the UAE and its brave
soldiers will remain faithful to its Arab
affiliation. It will wholeheartedly work
beside its brothers, always to defend the
Arab land against any threat.

During his visit to the condolence
gatherings to honor the martyrs, H.H.
expressed sincere condolences and
sympathy to the martyrs’ families,
praying to the Almighty Allah to have
mercy on them and to accept them in
His Paradise, along with the righteous
and grant their families patience and
fortitude.
16 JANUARY 2016
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Organized by “the Emirates Policy Center” in cooperation
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and “The Atlantic Council”

“2nd Annual Abu Dhabi Strategic Debate” discusses
regional issues and changes in international policies
The “Second Annual Abu Dhabi Strategic Debate", recently hosted by the UAE capital,
and organized by the "Emirates Policy Center” sought to approach the geopolitical shifts that
affected the map of power distribution in the world, transformations of the international system,
global threats and risks and the issues of Middle East, including the Gulf region.
The event analyzed global geopolitical
transformations,
consequences
of
international politics, regional security
and challenges posed by the new forms
and strategies of terrorism to achieve
a deep insight into future trends of the
international system and discuss practical
policies to respond to the threats facing the
countries of the region. The discussions
of the Debate focused on current and
emerging challenges of interest to the
UAE and the GCC, approaching regional
issues from the perspective of changes
in the policies of international powers
towards the region to explore the agendas
and policies of those powers towards the
countries of the region.
Dr. Ibtisam Al Kutbi, Head of “Emirates
Policy Center” said that “Abu Dhabi Strategic
Debate" sought in its second session to build
on the success of the first session, to become
a regular event on the agenda of intellectual
and strategic meetings regionally and globally.
She noted that the selection of the topics and
themes of the Debate stems from a belief that
the GCC is an active and influential player in
the regional and international balance of power
and interests and that the GCC is not a bloc that
is influenced by a single global power in the
global power matrix.
The nine-session Debate, organized in
collaboration with the UAE Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Atlantic Council, discussed the
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current situation in the Gulf region in the new
era and the changing regional environment
around it and the US strategy towards the region.
It also addressed the internal transformations
in the countries of "Arab Spring", the internal
factors that contributed to this spring and the
role of foreign powers in such transformations.
The two-day Debate which brought together
some 300 policy makers, experts and academics
from 40 countries, shed lights on the dynamics
of both the Iranian and Turkish influence, the
changes that may affect the Iranian regime's
behavior after the nuclear deal with the West and
the developments of the Arab-Israeli conflict. It
also discussed emerging future trends and the
key scenarios humanity could face due to the
sudden and profound shifts in our Arab region
and the world.
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Issuing “Abu Dhabi Declaration”

The "Global Meeting on Search and Rescue 2015"
Calls for Aid Effectiveness Enhancement and
Coordination of in Urban Area Operations Until 2020

wam
In its global meeting for 2015, the International Search and Rescue Advisory Group
(INSARAG) called on UN members to continue their full support for the implementation of the
provisions of the UN General Assembly’s Resolution no. 57/150, issued on 16 December 2002
on effectiveness enhancement and coordination in the field of international search and rescue
operations in urban areas, from 2015 to 2020. It also called on these members to support the
activities of INSARAG, including its priorities and objectives.

The meeting kicked off under auspices
of H.H. Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior.
The event was organized by the Ministry of
Interior’s Abu Dhabi General Directorate of
Civil Defense in cooperation with INSARAG.
Following the opening of the "Global
Exhibition for Search and Rescue 2015", on the
sidelines of the meeting, Sheikh Saif signed the
signboard of "Abu Dhabi Declaration 2015"
which was issued by the meeting and aimed
to promote the standards of preparedness and
response in national and international search
and rescue operations in urban areas.
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Lt. General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’afar,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior,
who opened the Global Meeting on Search and
Rescue 2015 ", under the slogan of "Ready for
the Future ", said that holding this meeting in
the UAE, for the first time, "embodies the vision
and aspirations of our supreme leadership to
have our country among the safest and most
secure countries in the world. It confirms how
we are committed to be active partners in
cooperation, coordination and communication
with the world countries in the field of search
and rescue. The UAE keen on having everyone
live in peace and security, based on the teachings

of Islam”. He noted that the UAE was
keen upon hosting and taking part in
such meetings. This puts UAE before
a big challenge, to be an important and
key member and to actively participate
in decision-making and development of
strategic objectives regarding human
life and saving lives.
Al Sha’afar stressed that "what
the world is currently witnessing
necessitates further coordination among
all international search and rescue
teams to help victims and displaced
wam
persons due to disasters and crises. It
also necessitates the development of
our approaches and mechanisms in this area,
especially with the increase and diversity of
disasters and crises. This requires prompt
response to save lives. However, search
and rescue and response mechanisms are
not the responsibility of one entity; rather,
it is a collective responsibility that requires
concerted efforts and capabilities in the areas
of humanitarian work.
Participants stressed that the meeting,
recently hosted by UAE in Abu Dhabi for the
first time, is a major and qualitative shift, and a
progressive addition on the level of search and
rescue in the world.
During the meeting, attended by 300
participants from more than 90 countries and
organizations, goals of "International Advisory
Board for Search and Rescue", were agreed
upon. Such goals were developed to promote
and integrate with "Sendai" framework 20152030 for reduction of disaster risk, as well
as with the World Summit for Humanitarian
Work to be held in 2016. These goals were also
formulated to help motivate the progress made
since the agreement on "Hyogo Declaration",
issued by the Advisory Board in 2010, which
was attended by 188 representatives from 77
countries and organizations.

Participants stressed their full support to
countries affected by disasters to carry out
their sovereign right to move, coordinate
and organize international humanitarian aids
on their territories, within the framework of
humanitarian principles. Additionally, these
affected countries will have to facilitate arrival
and field work of international teams of search
and rescue to urban areas and ratify revised and
updated version of the guide of “INSARAG”
for 2015, as a set of detailed files that use
lessons learned and provide full details of the
methodologies of preparedness and response,
followed by the "Advisory Board", as well as
encouraging member states to adopt this guide
in their response plans.
Participants also called on all search and
rescue teams in urban areas and the institutions
they represent, which respond to disasters
of earthquakes at the international level, to
fully follow coordination procedures at the
field level, set by the United Nations Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
and United Nations Disaster Assessment
and Coordination system. These include
coordination of field work with the "reception
center" that deploys teams and the "field
operations coordination center". Both are
established in the disaster site.
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Held in Madrid with participation of "Hedayah" Center

“Global Consensus on Global Policy Dialog”
discusses the role of women in fighting
radicalization and violent extremism
Under the theme "Madrid +10: Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism” and in support
of international efforts to prevent and combat terrorism, the Abu Dhabi-based “Hedayah Center”,
the first international organization for training, dialogue, cooperation and research in the field
of fighting violent extremism in all its aspects and forms, took part in the “Global Consensus
on Policy Dialogue on Preventing Violent Extremism”, held in the Spanish capital. The two-day
Consensus was organized by “Club de Madrid“, the largest forum of World leaders including
former heads of states and prime ministers from around the world.

Within the conference activities,
“Hedayah Center” organized a twoday workshop, themed "The Role of
Woman in Fighting Radicalization and
Violent Extremism". The first day’s
key speakers included the Colombian
ex-president Andrés Pastrana Arango
(1998 - 2002), and Laura Chinchilla,
former President of the Republic of
Costa Rica (2010 - 2014).
The delegation of "Hedayah
Center" to the Consensus was chaired
by Mr. Maqsoud Kruse, the Center’s
Executive Director, and included Mr.
Ivo Veenkamp, Deputy Executive
Director, and Ms. Sara Zeiger, senior analyst at
the Research Department of Hedayah.
Mr. Kruse chaired a discussion session
entitled: "Radicalization and Extremism of
Women and their Recruitment" in which, a
group of expert speakers participated, such
as Ms. Farah Pandith, from the Institute
for Strategic Dialogue in Harvard Kennedy
University, USA, and Anne Speckhard of
Georgetown University.
Sara Zeiger reviewed the efforts of “Hedayah”
Center regarding the issue of empowerment of
women to combat violent extremism. Hedayah
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spearheads an ongoing project on the various
roles of women, by providing a platform for
the contributions of publishers and writers,
compiling a volume on the role of women in
combatting violent extremism.
On the second day of the workshop,
discussions focused on the "integration of the
role of women in the programs and policies to
combat radicalization and violent extremism".
A group of experts, led by Alejandro Toledo,
former President of Peru, and Timothy Phillips,
Co-Founder and Board Chairman of Beyond
Conflict, as well as Georgia Holmer from the
US Institute of Peace.

Discussing changes in the international community
and the situation in the Middle East

The Second Forum on the Future Security
of the GCC discusses the changing character
of modern war

The Second Forum for the "Future Security of the GCC" discussed the changing character
of modern war, the theme of "asymmetric war" and the role of non-State actors that changed
the commonly understood methods of warfare and ways to address them. The Forum addressed
the impact of irregular armed groups to understand the strategy of wars and how to deal with
these groups, in light of the recent armed conflicts in which terrorist organizations and groups
play a major role in controlling their trends.
Participants at the forum, which was held
in Abu Dhabi and organized by "TRENDS
Research and Advisory" in cooperation
with the Department of War Studies, King’s
College, London, UK, discussed the changes
taking place in the international community,
and the entry of irregular groups into armed
conflict with States, especially in the Middle
East region, where the security landscape is
witnessing mounting sectarian and ideological
strife that led to the emergence of extremist
militias like ISIS in Iraq and Syria, Hezbollah
in Lebanon, and the Houthis in Yemen.
Dr. Ahmad Thani Al Hamli, Chairman of
"Trends Center", stressed that the theme of
the Forum is extremely important in light of
the considerable repercussions the Middle
East is witnessing. He said: "We all know that
throughout history and despite of its tragic
reality and nature, war has been an existential
phenomenon that accompanied man since
ancient times". He added that "if we traced
back the military history, we will find that war,
and because of its changing nature, has gone
out of its traditional context in our time. After
it was a battle where two equal and similar
armies clash, a large number of the armed

conflicts we are currently witnessing are not
subject to the rule of symmetric countries in
armies and equipment. This changed much of
the prevailing perception of the conventional
methods of war after the advent of non-state pr
less-than-state players, equipped with military
capabilities and enjoying readiness and combat
efficiency, which puts them on equal grounds
with the regular army of the state”.
The Forum featured two sessions. In the
first session, Professor Theo Farrell, Professor
of War in the Modern World and Head of the
Department of War Studies at King's College
London and Head of the "British International
Center for Policy Studies, presented a paper
titled "Ending Insurgency: Lessons from
Afghanistan". Dr. David Betz, Assistant
Professor in the Department of War Studies
at the same university and specialist in armed
rebellion, presented a paper entitled: "How and
Why the Danger of Irregular Groups Dominated
International Security Agenda?". Meanwhile,
Dr. Elias Diab, expert in international law and
MA laureate in international criminal justice,
armed conflicts, peace-keeping and conflicts,
presented a third paper on "Irregular Groups in
Arab World, New Legal Challenges".
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He stressed that "Combatting
terrorism in the era of
open cyberspace is a global
responsibility"

H.E. Dr. Mohammed Matar Al Kaabi,
Chairman of the General
Authority of Islamic Affairs &
Endowments
To “
”:
● Arab and Islamic countries are the

most hit by terrorism and there
should be local, regional and global
cooperation to curb its damage and
dry up its swamps.
● Defeating the forces of evil and
destruction starts by stopping any
cultural, ideological or ethnical
profiling of such forces
● The religious discourse needs
continuous revision and reform to stay
abreast with the new challenges of life
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H.E.
Dr.
M o h a m m e d
Matar Al Kaabi,
Chairman of the
General Authority
of Islamic Affairs
&
Endowments
stressed
that
c o m b a t t i n g
terrorism
in
this era of open
cyberspace is a
global responsibility
because the reasons
behind its existence
are global. He said
that the Arab and
Islamic
countries
are the first to be
affected by terrorism
and what we see
today is a conflict
between the whole
human civilization
and its enemies.
In an interview
with Taware’e wa
Azamat, Dr. A;
Kaabi
wondered
how could the
confrontation
between the west
and the east be a
religious or cultural
conflict when the
two sides are standing together in one alliance
against fanaticism and terrorism whether of
Islamic or non-Islamic sources. He said that the
shadowy emergence of ISIS, its quick spread
and sophisticated means all indicate that it is
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the work of experienced intelligence services
to instill confusion in the Arab world and the
whole region and to reshape it in accordance
with the agendas of super powers.
Dr. Kaabi highlighted the need for closer unity
between political systems and their peoples not
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to allow weakness to creep into their countries. has no religion, no nationality and no defined
He considers that defeating the forces of evil geography. Rather, it has become one of the
and destruction starts by stopping any cultural, aspects of modern times and the text of open
ideological or ethnical profiling of such forces, cyberspace. Therefore there has to be local,
calling for “radical revision amongst the regional and global cooperation to curb its
political, intellectual and religious components damage and dry up its swamps. He stressed
of the Arab and Islamic countries that are still that the religious discourse needs continuous
revision and reform to
suffering
disintegration,
stay abreast with the new
to achieve better harmony
● Today, terrorism
challenges of life and here we
amongst its components and
has no religion, no
mean by reform the removal
political elites.
nationality
and
no
of misleading and deviant
On the way to deal with the
concepts from such discourse.
specific
geography.
misleading Fatwas of fanatic
Here is the full interview:
terror groups, Dr. Kaabi said,
It has become one
“First we should fortify our
● Let us start from the
of the aspects of
national castles, mosques,
subject of the day: the
modern time and tax
the media, education centers
terrorist bombings in Beirut
of open hyperspace.
and institution to face
and Paris that left tens
fanatic ideologies. Then we Therefore, there should
of innocent victims. Has
should promote a culture of
the confrontation become
be local, regional
self-criticism to motivate
religious, cultural or what?
and international
development
and
keep
The bombings of Beirut
cooperation to contain and Paris are terrorist acts
abreast with modern life.
We should also monitor,
terrorism, curb its
perpetrated by IS and its
analyze and confute any
damages and dry up its affiliates. These are terrorist
external Fatwa or opinion
groups as per the UAE’s
swamps.
by giving a well-researched,
classification
list
and
knowledgeable and tolerant
procedures.
Combatting
Fatwa or opinion.
terrorism in the era of open cyberspace is an
H.E. said that the UAE’s visionary leadership international responsibility as the root causes
adopts the genuine Islamic approach which is of terrorism are global. Arab and Islamic
based on tolerance, moderation and religious countries are the most affected by terrorism and
centrism so to speak, indicating that “whatever they should also be the first to fight against it
contradicts with this approach is intellectually and against the distorted version of Islam. As
refuted and kept away from supervisory terrorism originated in these countries and due
or preaching roles in mosques and other to the wrong handling of this evil, crises have
educational or media institutions. The selection grown out of proportion and control.
of Imams, speakers and preachers is subject to
How can we talk about an east-west
precise standards, monitoring and follow-up.
confrontation on religious or cultural grounds
Dr. Kaabi concluded by saying that terrorism when both the east and the west are aligned
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in one alliance against Islamic or non-Islamic reshape it in accordance with the agendas of
fanaticism and terrorism? Here, I remember super powers. But unfortunately, some Arab
a statement by H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin countries were the incubator of this tendency.
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Therefore, they become fragile and plagued
Minister and Ruler of Dubai in 2004 in his with all kinds of evils. Therefore, political
inauguration speech for the Arab Strategy systems have to align and work in harmony
Forum, and he reiterate it on 14/12/2015 with their peoples not to allow weakness to
when he said “At that time, we highlighted the creep into their countries.
importance of change at the hands of leaders
● Facing terrorism is costing Arab
to avoid the revolutions of people. We warned countries very dearly. How can these
against the conflict of civilizations and the capabilities be spared and channeled to
escalation of the trends of
development?
hatred and enmity along
There have to be radical
religious,
ethnical
and
revisions amongst the
sectarian
lines.
Today, ● The conflicts we witness political, intellectual and
we witness such results
today is between the whole religious components of the
in terms of revolutions
Arab and Islamic countries
and conflicts the common
human civilization and its that are still suffering
denominator of which is that
disintegration, to achieve
enemies.
they are conflicts between
better harmony amongst its
the human civilization as
components and political
a whole and the enemies
elites. For since the advent
of this civilization.” Then
of the enlightened reform
H.H. stressed that the first step to defeat movements that were meant to address the
the forces of evil and destruction is to strip cultural shock with the western colonialism,
them of any cultural, ideological or ethnical and then the post-colonial era when modernism
merit.” We have great hopes for the Forum for started to gain ground, the Arab nation has
Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies which is been suffering from several shifts, even
based in Abu Dhabi.
setbacks across all cultural, religious and
● Some people believe that terrorism in
political components: tyranny, marginalization,
the Arab world, especially the acts of Islamic then violence and counter-violence. The
fanatic groups, is supported by foreign biggest losers were the homeland, the people,
intelligence services to disintegrate the development and stability.
region and its countries. How much truth is
Recently, a few intellectual voices started
in that, do you think?
to be heard, wondering: isn’t there an end for
Some of this is true. The shadowy emergence this traditional enmity between these Arab
of ISIS, its quick spread and sophisticated means components and their opposition? That’s to say,
all indicate that it is the work of experienced when will our political awareness get mature to
intelligence services to instill confusion in accept others and consider them an important
the Arab world and the whole region and to component of the national fabric? They are just
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like the brakes of a car. They are essential for the such deviant fatwas from around the world
safety of the vehicle and its passengers, because and has detailed statistics of them, exactly as
those who oppose me and criticize my actions is the case in Al Azhar and the Egyptian Dar
work as a safety valve and as a stimulant of Al Fatwa.
accountability and course correction within the
Finally, I was recently in Egypt to attend the
national, ethical and intellectual frameworks. ceremony of launching the first gathering of
This is how differences in viewpoints should be the world’s Iftaa centers and authorities under
contained by the citizens of each country, so that the umbrella of the Egyptian Dar Al-Iftaa,
with the aim of facing this
there won’t be marginalized
chaotic outpour of terroristic
people who resort to violence
and fanatic fatwas. This
● The shadowy
and fanaticism.
global umbrella will allow for
● As
an authority
emergence of ISIS,
sharing scientific, practical
that promotes religious
and legislative knowledge
its quick spread and
awareness and Islamic
amongst its members to study
culture by spreading the
sophisticated means all
the challenges of modern life
values of moderation and
and come up with tolerant,
indicate that it is the
open solutions that is based
tolerance in society, how
on our Islamic tradition as
work of experienced
does the General Authority
announced before.
of Islamic Affairs &
intelligence services to
Endowments deal with
● Terrorists are using the
instill confusion in the
social media to attract and
the misleading fatwas of
the forces of violence and Arab world and the whole recruit young people. How
do you use these media to
fanaticism?
combat such a trend?
region and to reshape it
First, we fortify our national
We use the same tools
castles, namely mosques, the
in accordance with the
by
feeding them with
media, education centers and
sound
knowledge, events,
agendas of super powers.
institution to face fanatic
comments, criticism and
ideologies. Then we should
analysis.
The
General
promote a culture of selfAuthority of Islamic Affairs & Endowments
criticism to motivate development and keep has a special department for this, which is the
abreast with modern life. Then, we monitor, Government Communications Department,
analyze and confute – in cooperation with Al which is one of the advantages of the
Azhar and the Egyptian Dar Al Fatwa - any e-government. We enhance that through daily
external fatwa or opinion by giving a well- awareness messages (lectures in mosques) and
researched, knowledgeable and tolerant fatwa weekly messages (the Friday sermon) and other
or opinion. So, it is a matter of immunizing religious, national and global events.
and developing yourself, then monitoring and
● Every now and then, we hear calls for
analyzing what is coming from outside through a new Arab, Islamic and global alliance to
this global open space. The UAE’s official combat terrorism. How do you see such
center that is mandated to issue fatwas monitors calls?
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Today, terrorism has no religion, no
● Many
international media take
nationality and no specific geography. It has advantage of any terrorist attack to blame
become one of the aspects of modern time Islam and Muslims. Has terrorism become
and tax of open hyperspace. Therefore, there always associated with this faith and its
should be local, regional and international followers?
cooperation to contain terrorism, curb its
The positive thing in dealing with all such acts
damages and dry up its swamps. The Almighty of terror is that usually presidents, governments
Allah says (And cooperate in righteousness and and their official discourse hurry to assure
piety, but do not cooperate
their societies that Islam
in sin and aggression.) A
as a religion and Muslims
● In the UAE, our
pleasing development was
as civilized peoples have
leadership
adopts
the
the announcement of an
nothing to do with terrorists.
Here we would add that we
Islamic military alliance of 35
genuine tolerant and
all have to establish global
countries including the UAE,
moderate version of
knowledge systems, hold
led by the Kingdom of Saudi
Islam.
Anything
that
international
conferences
Arabia to combat terrorism.
contradicts
with
this
and
joint
forums
that bring
Many other Islamic countries
together Arab and foreign
genuine approach is
are expected to join this
media to develop a universal
alliance. Member countries
intellectually refuted
culture that promotes proper
decided to set a joint operation
and
kept
away
civilized
perspective,
center in Riyadh to coordinate
from
supervisory
or
corrects
misconceptions
and
military operations against
spread awareness across the
preaching roles in
terrorism. The announcement
world communities. It’s also
quoted the divine call “And
mosques and other
vital to use the Un platforms
cooperate in righteousness
educational or media
to correct misconceptions,
and piety, but do not cooperate
institutions.
establish justice and spread
in sin and aggression.” It was
the common values of
based on the teachings and
cultures and faiths. This
rules of Islam which bans all
sorts of terrorism and considers it a heinous is being done in the UAE. Recently, the
crime and a great injustice refused by all divine Arab Strategy Forum was held in Dubai on
14/12/2015, with participation of world experts
religions and simple common sense.
and opinion leaders to read the economic and
The Saudi announcement has also stated
geopolitical scene in this region and around
that “terrorism and its savage crimes that sow
discord and murder against all established the world and analyze the course of events to
religions constitute a serious violation of the anticipate the situation in 2016.
● During
the 25th International
human dignity and human rights, especially the
right to life and security. It poses great danger Conference of the Egyptian Endowments
to the interests of states and communities and Ministry, the UAE was honored for its
threatens their stability”.
leading role in combating fanaticism and
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refuting deviant thoughts propagated by
terrorists worldwide. Can you outline this
role?
In the UAE, our leadership adopts the
genuine tolerant and moderate version of Islam.
Anything that contradicts with this genuine
approach is intellectually refuted and kept away
from supervisory or preaching roles in mosques
and other educational or media institutions. The
selection of Imams, speakers and preachers is
subject to precise standards, monitoring and
follow-up. The same applies to educational
curricula and public discourse. We provide
speakers, media feed and literature for this end.
Additionally, the General Authority of Islamic
Affairs & Endowments hold regular meetings
with Imams, speakers, Muezins and mosque
administrators in every emirate for continuous
communication, counseling and guidance.
What gives the Authority even more credibility
and support is the unlimited support from the
wise leadership to the Authority’s plans and
role in the community, which reflects the spirit
of loyalty and gratitude between the citizen and
the leadership and between employees and their
management. This honoring from our brothers
in Egypt is the fruit of continuous coordination
on these issues. In fact, most brotherly and
friendly countries started to look at the UAE
as a role model in representing modern Islamic
thought and weeding out deviant concepts used
by fanatics.
● Do you think that military strikes to
fanatic groups is enough alone to put an end
to this phenomenon, or does it take other
efforts?
In our tradition, we say “cauterization should
be the last resort.” Why should we wait till
this issue escalates? Why don’t we adopt the
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concept of preventive security in terms of
education, awareness and enlightenment?
Young generations are living in a fastpaced, changeable world that is full of options.
Educational and other concerned institutions
should provide them with satisfactory, exciting
and useful content. This is what the Authority
is working on through its channels with the
public, including Quran memorizing centers,
mosques, social media, audiovisual media,
books, pamphlets and events.
The important thing, as the Grand Imam of
Al Azhar, Dr. Ahmad Al Tayeb puts it, is not
to let deviant trends pull the rug from under
enlightened people.
● Away from the tasks of the General
Authority of Islamic Affairs & Endowments,
who should be responsible for raising
awareness about genuine, tolerant Islamic
culture in society?
It is the responsibility of the media,
educational institutions, the house itself and
society at large. Everyone is responsible in
their own position. As Prophet Muhammad
(MPBOH) says (All of you are shepherds and
each of you is responsible for his flock).
● Women constitute the influential half
of society, What do you think is their role in
warding off the evils that target society?
Women should be thanked for their vital
role. They are more sensitive and anticipant of
the behavioral changes affecting their sons or
brothers. They have skeptic, yet compassionate
outlook. If a woman doubted the behavior of
someone, she should ask help from her husband
or brother. Cooperation is the first step in
warding off evils, immunizing our families and
treating our sons. Many experts believe that
women constitute Islam’s first fortress in facing

challenges. Their modesty, righteousness and
faith in our tradition and culture are a source of
pride for us all.
● Do you think the Islamic discourse needs
a revision or renewal?
Yes, the religious discourse is in a continuous
need for revision and renewal to catch up with
the ever changing issues of life. By revision, we
mean the weeding out of deviant and misleading
concepts from the religious discourse. In the
Islamic jurisprudence, there is a basic rule
which says; rules change with the change
of time, place, condition and consequences.
In the era of Omar Bin Abdel Aziz, so many
developments took place. So, he used to say
“We introduce novel rulings to people as
much as they introduce new issues.” He was
considered the first revisionist or reformer in
Islam. Therefore, the Maliki jurisprudence
introduced what is known as the “jurisprudence
of Nawazel” which means new conditions and
developments. However, the key question here
is: who is mandated to suggest initiatives and
who is capable of such reform? Individuals
or specialized institutions like Jurisprudent
societies, Iftaa councils, universities and
research centers?
Such concepts as hakimiya (governance),
Jihad, Ijtihad (interpretative judgment or
discretion), the “promotion of virtue and
prevention of vice, Caliphate, the land of
Kufr and the land of Islam, modernism and
development and the consequences of all
this human interaction in the fields of the
intellect, industry, tourism, leisure and arts..
these all need renewed explanation. This is the
exclusive responsibility of specialized religious
institutions. For such great and serious task
shouldn’t be left to those who don’t understand
the basic intentions of the divine law and what
are the essential and changeable aspects of
Sharia.
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In
Confrontation
The risks of being overlooked by emerging economies

UAE and KSA take active steps to minimize industrial disasters

The explosion in one of China's industrial
facilities in Tianjin made Booz Allen Hamilton
call on the countries in the region, especially
the UAE and Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
region’s most industrialized and fast growing
countries, to take effective steps to minimize
the probability of catastrophic industrial
disasters.
The call came from the company’s consultants
in the Middle East, who commended the
leading industrial role of both UAE and KSA.
In spite of the clear dynamic differences, the
rapid economic development taking place in
such countries imply serious consequences
involved in this growth, in addition to the
lack of legislative infrastructure. That is why
the company sees a need for the countries of
the region to take effective steps to reduce the
occurrence of such disasters by establishing
national independent regulatory bodies for
safety.
The risks of such disasters come from being
ignored by some emerging economies. And as is
the case with China, the indicators of economic
development dramatically accelerated in the
region. The UAE, for example is
witnessing growth as the Ministry of
Economy expects to have more than
5,000 industrial facilities and more
than 500 free trade zone across the
UAE. The Jebel Ali Free Zone, for
instance, was established only about 20
years ago. However, it has evolved now
to include more than 7,000 companies.
In Saudi Arabia, the Saudi Industrial
Property Authority (Modon) today
oversees more than 30 industrial cities,
with more than 3,000 factories and
more than 300,000 employees. The
30 JANUARY 2016

Kingdom’s manufacturing industries sector is
expected to grow by 7% annually, which makes
it one of the World’s fastest growing countries
in the field of industry.
With this rapid growth, several incidents were
recently reporteted across the region, among
which, for example, the fire that broke out in
a tire store in Mussafah, Abu Dhabi, which left
10 casualties. Recently also, the hugest crane
in the Middle East fell down on worshipers at
the Grand Mosque in Mecca, claiming the lives
of more than 100 people and injuring hundreds.
Accordingly, Booz Allen Hamilton thinks
that the only way to develop a strong safety
culture is the development of an independent
national regulatory body for safety, responsible
for defining the national efforts to ensure
compliance and responsibility for safety in the
various sectors. Such bodies would put standards
and a systematic approach that address safety
issues through a comprehensive framework
across all stakeholders. The development of
cooperation and robust partnerships between
the public and private sectors is an essential
element to show transparency and commitment
to continuous improvement.
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The first in the UAE

Mohammed Bin Rashid Inaugurates “NSRC”

wam
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President,
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
inaugurated the National Search and Rescue
Center (NSRC) of the Supreme Council for
National Security, on the sidelines of Dubai
Airshow.
The inauguration ceremony was attended
by H.H. Sheikh Hamdan Bin Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of
Dubai, H.H. Sheikh Hazza Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, National Security Advisor, H.H.
Sheikh Tahnoon Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
National Security Adviser, and a number of
senior UAE officials.
H.H. the National Security Adviser expressed
his thanks and appreciation to H.H. Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President,

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, UAE Vice President, Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai; and H.H. Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, for their keenness on keeping
up with the latest political, economic and social
developments both internally and externally, so
that we can be ready to catch up with regional
and international changes".
Based in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the NSRC
is the first of its kind in the UAE and it assumes
all search and rescue operations in the country,
applying the highest international standards of
"International Civil Aviation Authority" and
"International Maritime Organization".
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Confrontation
Part of the UAE Community Readiness Program

Abu Dhabi launches the first mobile virtual city
for safety, security and disaster management

Coinciding with the International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction, and in an innovative
step by "Zayed Giving Initiative" and the “National Training Foundation "Tadreeb", the first
community-based mobile virtual training city in the region was inaugurated with the aim of
setting an innovative environment and mobile techniques to develop human resources skills,
both locally and internationally, in the field of safety, security, disaster management and
qualifying national cadres to the highest standards on field services by adopting innovative
ideas, scientific solutions and specialized training programs. The programs will be in line
with the approved curriculum and carried out ynder the supervision of local and international
experts from prominent universities and global centers, and in partnership with government,
private and non-profit institutions.
Dr. Adel Al Shamri, Chief
Executive Officer of Zayed Giving
Initiative said that the virtual city
was launched as part of the UAE
program for community readiness
"Jaheziyah", which was launched
in 2007 to train young people in
the field of safety, security and
disaster management, qualify
them academically and practically
and empower them in the field of
community service on a virtual,
practical, local and global level.
He pointed out that, over the past
years, the program has trained more
than 10,000 cadres of employees
from the government and private sectors, as
per the best international standards. This aimed
to increase their preparedness and readiness to
respond to emergencies and disasters. The best
techniques of field and virtual training will be
provided, using simulation training and moving
buses. He considered that the training is a
national necessity, and consequently all relevant
government, semi-government and private
sector institutions have to take the program into
account as a collective responsibility.
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Mr. Al Shamri stressed that Jaheziyah
prepares participants to face situations in the
real world, using proven, interactive and quality
training doses that teach practical methods that
can be immediately applied in the event of
disasters. Various tools and attitudes are used
to provide an innovative and creative training
environment, through lectures, case studies and
practical training, based on realistic scenarios,
workshops, seminars, online training, selfassessment tools, virtual technologies, videos,
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role playing, in addition to the
side and group discussions.
He said that, thanks to the
latest technologies in terms of
unique simulation equipment
used in training, Jaheziyah
provides specialized training and
customized consulting solutions
for any sector or any possible
scenario. More scenarios can
be designed to reflect clientspecific requirements, business
environment,
operations,
activities and actual risks facing
the client. This gives a feeling of reality to any
training activity.
The main objective of the training, provided
by Jaheziyah, is to provide trainees with
appropriate knowledge, skills and competencies,
which will enable them to develop response and
prevention strategies for emergencies, crises or
disasters and to minimize the negative effects
on the activities, obligations and reputation of
the body or institution.
He stressed that partnership agreements were
signed with a number of local and international
institutions for joint cooperation in the field
of community service and training human
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resources of various categories, in order to
equip them to become leaders in the field of
social development.
Al Shamri said that Jaheziyah is as one of
the initiatives of Sharaka program, recently
launched by Zayed Giving Initiative in order to
create a mechanism for sustainable community
partnership between UAE institutions.
He valued the leading role of the National
Training Foundation "Tadreeb" in the field
of dissemination of the culture and thoughts
of community volunteer work through the
rehabilitation of national cadres. He pointed out
that Jaheziyah program will work
under the supervision of a team
of government, private sector
and non-profit institutions, in a
distinctive model for sustainable
community partnership. He also
stressed that the State bodies and
institutions must adopt voluntary
initiatives, praising the role of
the National Training Foundation
during the past years for training
in the field of development of
wam
staff skills, locally and globally.
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Amid US Commendation for being up to the task

The UAE chairs Virtual Global Taskforce
on Child Protection against Online Exploitation

United Arab Emirates officially took over the chairmanship of the Virtual Global Taskforce
(VGT) on child protection against online exploitation for the next three years (2015-2018), after
the unanimous agreement on the UAE Ministry of Interior, as of 11 November 2015. The UAE
officially assumed the position in an opening ceremony of the meetings of the Virtual Global
Taskforce Council, which was held in Abu Dhabi.

wam

The VGT is an international alliance for law
enforcement agencies and the private sector,
specializing in combatting the exploitation of
children over the Internet.
Lt. General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far,
Undersecretary of the Ministry of the Interior,
says that that the election of the UAE at the
top of the Virtual Global Taskforce comes as a
recognition by the world countries and member
police agencies of the effective efforts and
efficiency of UAE police, with its civilized,
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humane and professional approach, thanks to
the directives of senior command that is always
keen upon promoting joint international action
to secure a safe life for children who are the
pillars of a better future in a world that is free
of crimes and subsequent dangers.
Sha’far stressed the MoI’s determination to
realize the UAE’s vision which aims to make
the UAE one of the world’s best countries in
child protection. He added that the UAE is a
distinguished place to protect children and
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educate them on the risks of exploitation via
the Internet, and to raise families awareness
through the media. He pointed out to the
development of strategic partnership with the
Virtual Global Taskforce in areas that make the
Internet more secure and useful to them.
He explained that programs are being
developed and research, training, education,
exchange of information on a wider scale are
going on to develop of laws and regulations so
as to deter child abusers and firmly stand in the
face of perpetrators, making the internet safer
for children and bringing the perpetrators of
crimes to justice.
For his part, Major General Dr. Nasser
Lakhrebani Al Nuaimi, Secretary General
of the Office of HH Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Interior and the new Chairman
of the VGT, stressed that the UAE is keen on
supporting the VGT to achieve its objectives
in child protection and cooperation in fighting
against crimes that target children globally. He

said that the coming years will witness more
work and cooperation through the key role of
the UAE in the efforts to enhance child security
and protection at the level of the Arab world
and the Asian continent.
Commenting on this occasion, Mr. Michael
Prado, the former VGT Chairman and
representative of the United States of America,
commended the election of the UAE for the
chairmanship of the world organization for the
coming three years, saying that handing over
the VGT chairmanship to the UAE reflects the
global nature of this taskforce and demonstrates
the UAE's ability to competently deal with this
responsibility. He pointed out that the UAE,
represented by its Ministry of Interior, proved to
be a full partner in the fight against exploitation
of children, through its participation in the
global taskforce. He stressed that the United
States is looking forward to working with UAE
within a framework of full partnership
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Aiming to provide 75% of Dubai’s energy needs through clean resources

Mohammed Bin Rashid Launches
Dubai Clean Energy Strategy 2050

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice President,
Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
concluded the “UAE Innovation Week" by
launching Dubai Clean Energy Strategy
2050, which aims to transform Dubai into
a world hub for clean energy and green
economy.
The statement of H.H. came as
he inaugurated the second phase of
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Solar
Park in Al Marmom district, the world’s
largest compound that provides 5,000
megawatts from a single location by 2030,
with investments of up to AED 50 billion. H.H.
stressed that the UAE, through its strategies
and investments in clean and renewable
energy, is leading global efforts today in this
area, despite possessing one of the largest oil
reserves in the world. H.H. said: "The strategy
we are launching today is clearly drawing the
features of the energy sector in Dubai over
the next three decades and aims to provide
75% of the Emirate's energy needs through
clean energy sources by 2050. This reflects our
seriousness to practically contribute to dealing
with environmental challenges the world faces,
by the establishing a sustainable energy-saving
and growth driven model without harming the
environment and its resources, so that it can be
exported to the whole world. Our goal is to have
the world’s lightest carbon footprint by 2050".
H.H.
added, “Every dirham invested
in developing clean energy sources is
simultaneously invested to protect the
environment for future generations and build
sustainable economic sectors that do not
rely on non-renewable energy resources of
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flunctuating prices. Today, through this strategy,
fundamentally based on innovation, research
and development, we seek to explore the future
of energy sector on an ongoing basis, prepare
plans and initiatives that will benefit from the
scientific and technological developments in
the sector and take the lead in examining and
applying them". H.H. stressed that the USE is
in a permanent quest to be a global benchmark
in the best practices in terms of sustainability
by applying such concepts on the ground. H.H.
called upon international companies and R&D
centers to take Dubai as a hub for testing and
applying the next generation of clean-energy
technology, which will contribute to creating
a global model that can be emulated and used
globally.
His Highness inaugurated also the
construction works of DEWA’s Solar Innovation
Center, which includes a number of research
and development labs in the field of the future
of clean energy. The Center will supervise
research and development projects, with total
investments amounting to AED 500 millions.

At the meeting of "UNRWA" Advisory Committee

UAE is keen on supporting international
humanitarian organizations
The UAE expressed its
keenness on supporting
international humanitarian
organizations in the various
countries of the world,
reflecting the directives
and visions of the wise
leadership to support needy
and vulnerable people
and refugees affected by
conflicts and humanitarian
crises. The support of
our Palestinian brothers,
providing them with a
decent life and securing
their basic needs is a top
UAE priority as it reflects
the commitment of both
the leadership and the people to support the
Palestinian cause and secure a decent life for
the Palestinian refugees.
In a speech delivered in the last meeting
of the Advisory Committee to the UN Relief
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
"UNRWA" held in Amman, Jordan, Ms. Hala
Lootah, of the UAE Ministry of International
Cooperation and Development said that the
UAE’s membership in this Committee provides
a deep understanding of the needs of Palestinian
refugees and ways to support them. She pointed
out that the UAE provides financial support
to the Agency, estimated at $ 15 million last
August, in response to the Agency's efforts to
secure the educational requirements for the
children of refugees.
For his part, Pierre Krähenbühl, UNRWA
Commissioner-General, commended the active
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role and the pivotal contributions of the UAE,

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, which amounted to
50 percent of the total international support
received by the agency.

The UNRWA provides assistance, protection

and relief for about five million refugees
from Palestine in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and

the occupied Palestinian territories, until a
solution is found for their plight. The agency’s
services include education, healthcare, relief,
infrastructure,

camp

improvement,

social

support, microfinance and emergency response,
including in the times of armed conflict. The
Agency is almost entirely funded through
voluntary contributions of UN member states.
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"IAEA" experts declare:

UAE regulations on occupational radiation
safety comply with international standards
A team of occupational safety experts
from the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) said that
the UAE’s Federal Authority for
Nuclear Regulation (FANR) has
established regulations that are
consistent with IAEA standards to
protect those who deal with radiationbased technologies in the country and
that FANR is effectively applying a system to
regulate radiation in workplaces.
At the request of the UAE, IAEA has formed
a mission for "an occupational radiation
protection assessment service” to review the
supervisory and practical application of the
arrangements to prevent occupational radiations
in the country. Made up of six international
experts and others from the IAEA, the mission
carried out a week-long review and met with
officials from government agencies including
FANR, and visited many companies that use
radiation or provide technical radiation services,
such as medical and industrial facilities in Abu
Dhabi and Dubai.
The mission identified
several good practices, such
as the strong safety culture
demonstrated by FANR and
users of radiation-based
technologies. It also identified
areas
where
regulatory
framework can be improved
such as the need to coordinate
and standardize dosimetry
services across the country
across the country.
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Mr. Christer Viktorsson, FANR General
Manager, said that: "Such review will
help us improve the UAE’s practices
of radiation prevention. We will
follow an action plan to implement
the team's recommendations and
work closely with all FANR-licensed
parties to ensure success". He added that
the "UAE’s concerned authorities has shown
commitment to openness and transparency
through their participation in the review. And
we intend to pursue this commitment and invite
IAEA to send a follow-up mission to check the
progress we make".
Since it was established six years ago, FANR
has established a nuclear regulatory framework
for the UAE, which includes measures to protect
workers who may be exposed to radiation in
their workplace. Under this framework, FANR
issues licenses to all entities that use radiationbased technologies and makes sure they are
commited to the regulations, inspection system
and enforcement mechanisms.
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For a swift response to emergencies
and a better management of requirements

The UAE is to set a strategic medical reserve

As an expression
of the UAE strategy
on
managing
public
affairs
and to ensure
rapid
response
to
emergencies
by acquiring the
necessary strategic
reserves to cover
the needs and
manage
them
well, the UAE
Cabinet endorsed
a draft resolution
to establish a
strategic medical reserve in the country. A
number of government and private sector
agencies at the local and federal level will
supervise this reserve.
The reserve is one of the basic components
for the UAE’s health security as it enables
the country to face emergencies and ensures
continued provision of necessary health
services to the the community. The stockpile is
also a basic component of the UAE’s overall
security system, as it boosts its capabilities in
the face of possible challenges, consolidates its
position as an advanced country that performs
its functions and duties according to an
advanced methodology that takes into account
all possibilities and gets ready for all scenarios.
The Cabinet approved a draft proposal on
preventive measures and programs necessary
to maintain public health, disease prevention
and infection control, which is supervised
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by the Ministry of Health, in coordination
with the country’s relevant health authorities.
The project comes within the government's
continued efforts to maintain the health of
citizens and residents, ensure their access to
health services in all circumstances, work on
continuous improvement of the quality of
these services to reach international standards,
control contagious diseases, and consequently
maintain UAE competitiveness among the
most advanced countries in the field of public
health.
The Cabinet also approved the regulations
of private health facilities and pharmaceutical
institutions ownership by GCC citizens to
encourage GCC investments, support the
country’s healthcare system, improve health
services and enhance the role of the private
health sector, as a key enabler of health services.
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Developing renewable energy projects

The UAE: Practical steps to curb carbon emission
Tripartite project to capture CO2
and inject it into oil wells
The UAE has taken the lead
in implementing projects to
curb CO2 emissions through
a number of renewable
energy projects implemented
by Abu Dhabi Future
Energy Company “Masdar”,
Abu Dhabi's multi-faceted
renewable energy initiative.
A report issued by the
company said that these efforts
coincide with the growing
unprecedented demand on
energy due to the sustained
economic
growth
and
increasing population, coupled
with the rise in greenhouse gas
emissions, making it necessary for governments
to put more efforts to curb emissions by
applying renewable energy solutions and clean
technology.
The report pointed out that the efforts of
Masdar did not stop at developing renewable
energy projects, locally and globally. Rather,
they went beyond by sourcing, supporting
and adopting the best clean technologies,
cooperating with its strategic partners to find
practical solutions that supplement the UAE’s
efforts to minimize the carbon footprint and
achieve sustainable development.
These efforts resulted in launching of Al
Reyadah, the first company in the Middle East
to focus on exploration and development of
projects to capture, utilize and store carbon. The
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report pointed out that the project of capturing
carbon is a vital, innovative technology
projects implemented in collaboration between
Masdar and Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOC) to build the first project to capture,
use and store carbon. The project will capture
800,000 tons of CO2 per year. The project is
expected to be completed by the second quarter
of 2016.
The project is unique as being based on
cooperation between three parties from different
sectors, including oil and gas (ADNOC),
the industrial sector, (Emirates Steel) from
whose plant the CO2 will be captured, and the
renewable energy and clean technology sector
represented by Masdar.
The first regionally, this alliance highlights
the power of partnership and the importance

of cooperation as a catalyst to develop costeffective solutions by combining ADNOC’s
experience and Masdar’s extensive knowledge
in clean technology to provide effective and
economically viable solutions and efficiently
apply these innovative and clean technologies
by Emirates Steel.
The report also pointed out that the project,
whose EPC works were awarded to Dodsal
group, consists of three main components:
capturing carbon dioxide from Emirates Steel
plant, the UAE’s largest integrated iron products
facility, and then compress it and transport
it through a 45 km pipeline to ADNOC’s
onshore oil fields where it can be injected in
oil wells, instead of natural gas, to imporove
oil production, save additional quantities of
natural gas and confine carbon dioxide gas
underground.
This project is an initiative that contributes
to reducing carbon footprint of economic
activities and laying foundations for a lowemission energy sector. It will also contribute to
developing human capital, through cooperation
between ADNOC’s Petroleum Institute and
Masdar’s Institute of Science and Technology
in the field of researches to develop leading
technologies that enhance the efforts of carbon
management in Abu Dhabi.
The report stressed that the joint
venture will promote the UAE role
as a global player in the energy
sector and highlight its commitment
to reducing the carbon footprint of its
economic activities, while ensuring
energy security and promoting of
sustainable economic development.
This vital project offers many
benefits. Besides the reduction of
carbon emissions, it will provide
additional quantities of natural
gas, significantly contribute to the
promotion of oil and gas production

and prolong the lifecycle of oil fields in the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi. One of the main
advantages of this project is to capture CO2
emissions released by industrial activities,
prevent them from reaching the atmosphere
and utilize them in oilfield injection and retain
them under ground. It will also encourage oil
and gas producers to apply similar techniques
to reduce their carbon emissions and enhance
the productivity of their oil fields.
According to a report which was recently
published by the British daily Financial Times,
more than 20 percent of the world's electricity
comes from natural gas plants, while 41 percent
comes from coal-powered plants that produce
more than double quantity of carbon dioxide
usually produced by gas-powered stations.
The newspaper’s report noted that over the
past 14 years, some of the world's governments
announced their commitment to financing
projects that capture, utilize and store CO2,
allocating some US$ 24 billion to finance new
energy according to Bloomberg.
According to the International Energy
Agency (IEA), private sector companies across
the world spent US$ 9.5 billion at least since
2005 to develop similar projects.
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