Fifty years later… now
It goes without saying that long-term strategic
planning is the shortest, and best road to success. It
is based on careful studies and conclusions that take
into account internal and external variables and their
intersections with the interests, ambitions, capabilities
and resources of society.
For planning to be successful, it must be encased in
a future vision that integrates the required resources,
potentials and ambitions and it must serve the overall
strategic aim. Planning must determine the course
of action for the future; it must define objectives
and the methods, resources and efforts required for
implementation.
Being an essential component of strategic management,
strategic planning depends largely on horizon scanning
and future forecasts based on meticulous investigations
and preparation.
This is the road our beloved country has chosen to
take towards the future under directives from our wise
leadership that has placed the interests and future of its
citizens at the top of its priorities and has allocated all
the required and resources needed to ensure a bright
future for the homeland and all of its citizens.
Hence, the title “Shaping the Future” and “Innovation”
were the main slogans for the Government Summit
2015, which was held in Dubai under the patronage of
His Highness the Vice President and was attended by a
large number of senior officials including His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Prime
Minister, Vice President and Ruler of Dubai and His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces.
The summit was exceptional in every sense of
the word. It was the adequate platform for our wise
leadership to emphasise its perceptive and scientific
approach to decision-making by “looking for challenges
to overcome” and “thinking and planning fifty years
ahead, for the interest of generations to come, by
building a diversified, robust and sustainable economy
that doesn’t rely on traditional resources and that opens

promising horizons for developing and strengthening
the state’s capabilities.”
The oil bounty will not last forever. A day will come
when it will run out after it had been a key economic
lever, especially that its revenues were used to build
the state and lay the foundations for comprehensive
development that succeeded in providing for the
welfare and happiness of every member of the Emirati
community. Hence the need to think about ways to
exploit today’s resources to prepare for a sustainable
future.
Our leadership has always been preoccupied with
planning for the future. All efforts were focused on
creative productivity and engagement at a global level,
using existing resources and national human potential,
trained in some of the best schools and universities in
the world.
Success stories are numerous and they speak for
themselves… it would come as a surprise to many
that the oil industry in an oil producing country
makes up only 25 per cent of the UAE’s GDP. This in
itself is validation of the relevance of the sustainable
development process, supported by a leadership that
has the perseverance and the determination to take giant
leaps to secure a robust future for our nation, even when
the oil runs out.
“We shall celebrate when we send out our last oil
shipment,” said Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed at the
Government Summit to confirm the state’s readiness
and its ability to press ahead without oil. Alternative
sources of energy are now a fact of life in the UAE, as
efforts and plans have reached their fruition in various
sectors, ensuring diversified sources of revenue for
the state from tourism, trade, re-export, industry and
adequate management of foreign investment revenues,
in addition to promising colossal projects to produce
alternative energy from solar and nuclear sources.
It is indeed a sharp vision for the future. Little does
this country have to fear, for it has been blessed with a
wise leadership that has seen the benefits of investing in
the present, in building human being and in harnessing
resources and efforts to ensure a sustainable future.
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Provides for a minimum prison sentence of five years

UAE President Amends 2006 Law
on Human-Trafficking Crimes
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President, issued Federal
Law No. 1 of 2015, amending some provisions of Federal Law No. 51 of 2006 on combatting
human-trafficking crimes.
The life sentence also applies to: a perpetrator
who had either been married to the victim,
related to the victim by blood, or had authority
over the victim; a public servant or someone
entrusted with official duty who had used his
or her position or mission to commit the crime;
and in cases when the victim, because of the
crime, had contracted an incurable disease or
suffered a permanent disability.
The law also rovides for a prison sentence
of at least one year and up to five years, and a
minimum fine of Dh5,000, or one of these two
penalties, against any person who was aware of
the perpetration of any of the crimes referred
to in this law and failed to report them to the
concerned authorities. An exemption from this
wam
punishment may be considered if the person
who failed to report the crime is married to – or
The new law, published in the latest issue of has a blood relationship or an in-law kinship
the Official Gazette, provides for a minimum with – the perpetrator.
prison sentence of five years and a minimum
Article 8 of the law provides that any
fine of Dh100,000 against any person who person who attempts to commit any of the
perpetrates any of the human-trafficking crimes crimes referred to in Articles 2, 4, and 6 of
referred to in the said law.
this law shall be punished with the full penalty
The sentence is augmented to life in prison prescribed. And any person who collaborates
if the crime involves a child or a person with in committing any of the crimes referred to in
special needs, is perpetrated under death Articles 1bis “1”, 2, 4, 5, and 6 of this law shall
threats, bodily harm, physical or psychological be considered a principal perpetrator.
torture, or if the perpetrator had been armed or
Article 9 provides that in all cases, and
had set up, orchestrated, or been a member of without prejudice to the rights related to good
an organised-crime gang, consciously taking faith, the instruments of the crime, as well as
part in its activities and aware of its intents.
the funds and acquisitions linked to it, shall be
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confiscated. Foreigners convicted in any of the
crimes referred to in this law shall be deported,
while the location where the human-trafficking
crime had been committed shall be closed down
and not re-opened unless for the purposes of
conducting a business and upon approval from
the Public Prosecutor’s Office.
The National Committee

The National Committee to Combat
Human Trafficking, whose constitution and
chairmanship is determined by cabinet decision,
is responsible for developing a comprehensive
national strategy and execution plans to combat
human trafficking, in coordination with other
concerned entities in the UAE.
The committee is also responsible for
preparing and updating legislation and
processes related to human trafficking in a
way that ensures protection for victims and
witnesses, as per international provisions. It
also keeps a database of international legislation
related to human-trafficking crimes, modes of
trafficking, and related research.
In coordination with the concerned authorities
and other stakeholders, the committee ensures
care for the victims of human trafficking as
well as their rehabilitation and integration into
society, while raising public awareness about
the various issues related to human trafficking.
All parties involved in the application of the
human-trafficking law are legally bound to
keep the confidentiality of the victims and to
disclose only essential information.
New articles have been added to Federal
Law No. 51 of 2006, and these are: 1bis “1”,
1bis “2”, 6bis, 11bis “1”, 11bis “2”, and 13bis.
Article 1bis “1” provides that a person shall
be considered culpable of a human-trafficking

crime if he or she engage in selling or buying –
or offering to sell or buy – a human being, or in
recruiting, transporting, sheltering, delivering,
or receiving a human being, inside the country
or over its national borders, under duress or
under any other form of coercion, or through
abduction, fraud, influence peddling, with the
intent of exploiting them.
Article 1bis “2” touches on the measures that
are taken during investigations and trials in
cases of human trafficking.
Article 6bis provides that sharing pictures
of the victims or the witnesses in the public
domain shall be punishable by imprisonment
and a minimum fine of Dh10,000, or one of
these two penalties.
Article 11bis “1” provides that victims
shall not be held accountable under the penal
code or civil law regarding any of the crimes
referred to in this law and of which they have
been the direct victims. A victim may be held
accountable under the penal code or civil law if
he or she are found to have participated in their
own trafficking, without having been subjected
to a financial or psychological constraint, or
if they were on a worker’s residency visa and
have breached their contractual obligations or
broken residency regulations, or if they failed
to report the crime to the competent authorities
in spite of their ability to do so.
Article 11bis “2” specifies that the
perpetrator’s knowledge of the age of the
victim is always presumed, while Article 13bis
provides that victims in human-trafficking
cases are exempted from paying civil-court
fees in the law suits they file to seek damages.
The new law takes effect one day after its
publication date.
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1,200 exhibitors from 55 countries and 170 local companies take part in the
International Defence Exhibition and Conference (IDEX) 2015 in Abu Dhabi

Mohammed bin Rashid:
“The UAE promotes its defence capabilities and international
leadership under the guidance of Sheikh Khalifa”
Mohammed bin Zayed:
“We are keen on developing our own tools to safeguard our
nation’s security and overcome any challenges”

wam
On the occasion of the 12th edition of the International Defence Exhibition and Conference
(IDEX) 2015 in Abu Dhabi, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, affirmed that the UAE is moving steadily towards achieving its
developmental goals in all fields, following a clear vision that anticipates the future and provides all
the necessary ingredients for maintaining the country’s position among the most advanced nations.
Such vision ensures the protection as well as the durability of the nation’s gains and achievements.
His Highness expressed his confidence in the
UAE’s ability to advance in the field of defence
manufacturing in order to meet local demands
in the near future. He commended “the UAE’s
progress in this particular area in recent years
6 April 2015

and its success in developing the foundation of a
local industry capable of meeting a large portion
of our local needs, which reinforces our defence
capacities with state-of-the-art equipment”.

wam
Sheikh Mohammed also stressed the importance
of strengthening cooperation and integration
among GCC countries and building on what has
already been achieved in order to protect Arab
Gulf nations from terrorism and other challenges
that threaten the world and endanger the safety
and security of its peoples.
For his part, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, affirmed that the UAE, thanks to
its people and its clear vision, is moving steadily
towards achieving more developmental gains,
following the wise leadership of His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE
President, who set the principles of continuous
and outstanding patriotic work in all fields.
“The UAE is determined to develop its own
tools and mechanisms which can allow it to
preserve its security and stability, safeguard its
gains, and overcome future challenges,” His
Highness said.
Running from February 22 to 26 in Abu Dhabi,
under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, IDEX 2015 attracted 1,200 exhibitors
from 55 countries, including 170 exhibitors from

wam
the UAE, showcasing the latest products and
services in the field of defence and security.
IDEX was inaugurated by Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum and Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in the presence of His
Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai,
crown princes, sheikhs, and distinguished guests
from the UAE and abroad. The inauguration was
also attended by the President of Sudan, Omar
Al-Bashir, the President of Tatarstan, Rustam
Minnikhanov, and leaders of other friendly and
brotherly nations.
Their Highnesses Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum and Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan attended the military display
at the Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Centre
(ADNEC).
Other distinguished figures attended the
inauguration ceremony, including the Crown
Prince of Ajman, His Highness Sheikh Ammar
bin Humaid Al Nuaimi; the Crown Prince of
Fujairah, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi; the Crown
Prince of Umm Al Quwain, His Highness Sheikh
Rashid bin Saud bin Rashid Al Mualla; the
Issue 12
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Ruler’s Representative in the Eastern Region
of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Tahnoon
bin Mohammed Al Nahyan; Sheikh Suroor bin
Mohammed Al Nahyan; the National Security
Advisor and Deputy Chairman of the Executive
Council of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Hazza
bin Zayed Al Nahyan; the Chairman of the Board
of Trustees of the Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
Charitable and Humanitarian Foundation, His
Highness Sheikh Nahyan bin Zayed Al Nahyan;
the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the
Interior, Lt General His Highness Sheikh Saif bin
Zayed Al Nahyan; the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Presidential Affairs, Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Al Nahyan; the Chairman of the Abu
Dhabi Crown Prince’s Court and the Abu Dhabi
Higher Corporation for Specialised Economic
Zones, His Highness Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan; the Minister of Foreign Affairs, His
Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan;
the Chairman of the Board of Zayed Higher
Organisation for Humanitarian Care and Special
Needs, His Highness Sheikh Khalid bin Zayed Al
Nahyan; the Advisor to the UAE President, His
Highness Sheikh Sultan bin Khalifa Al Nahyan;
the member of the Executive Council of Abu
Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Khalifa Al Nahyan; alongside a wider host of
8 April 2015

ministers, senior civilian and military officials,
diplomats, and other distinguished guests.
The inauguration ceremony started with a
rendition of the UAE national anthem by the UAE
Armed Forces’ Band, which was followed by an
air show by two fighter jets, the passage of a vessel
carrying the Emirati flag, and a live simulation of
elite commandos liberating a port controlled by
terrorists. This military demonstration featured an
airdrop, and back-up from warplanes and infantry
and naval forces.
An aerobatic display by Al Fursan team of the
UAE Air Force concluded the ceremony.
Mohammed bin Rashid: “UAE Looking Ahead to
Achieving Development Goals in Various Fields”

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
the UAE Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
affirmed that, under the leadership of Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President,
and the active follow-up of Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi
and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, and the support of the members
of the Supreme Council, Their Highnesses the
Rulers of the Emirates, the UAE is proceeding
steadily towards achieving its developmental
goals in all fields. “The UAE’s achievements

have covered all sectors thanks to the efforts of
our loyal sons and daughters. These achievements
are a source of pride for us and set an example
for future generations to carry the torch and lead
our nation to the highest levels of excellence in
all aspects of human development, following in
the footsteps of our forefather, the late Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, to overcome today’s
challenges with optimism and hard work,” His
Highness said.
He also expressed his satisfaction with how
IDEX evolved over the years, commending
the care and support provided by Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan to the event.
His Highness praised the committed efforts
behind the organisation of an event that has
become a global landmark in its field. IDEX has
earned the confidence of the biggest international
manufacturers of defence equipment, he noted,
and has become an essential venue for sector
leaders and experts to meet and exchange ideas
and expertise every year.
His Highness praised the exhibition for being
a window for the promotion of Emirati culture,
and an opportunity to gain access to the latest
innovations in the field of defence and security.
Similarly, IDEX is the perfect occasion to shed
light on the UAE’s defence industries that reflect
our commitment to provide our Armed Forces
with all the necessary means to protect our nation
and overcome any challenges that threaten our
country and its people, he noted.
The Prime Minister also complimented the
UAE’s defence industries on their evolution
and the sophistication of their systems and
programmes, both at the level of equipment and

ammunition. He expressed his hope that “this
sector witness further development in the coming
years, boosting our country’s ability to deter
enemies, and providing our Armed Forces with
the solutions and equipment that improve their
land, air, and naval capabilities, and enable them
to perform their duties to the highest standard.”
His Highness expressed his admiration for the
high quality and advanced technologies of UAE
defence industries, as exemplified by airplanes,
armoured vehicles, and digital defence systems,
among other gear. He also affirmed that the
manufacturing sector is booming qualitatively
and quantitatively thanks to Emirati professionals
who take the highest responsibility and leadership
in managing and operating these vital industries.
“The growing ability of the UAE Armed
Forces means more immunity and protection for
our nation,” he said. “This growth strengthens
confidence in our ability to cooperate with
brotherly nations in the region to overcome
common challenges amidst the ongoing turmoil in
the Arab world.” He also stressed the importance
of defence cooperation between GCC countries
to ensure the safety and security of these nations,
and to allow them to focus on developmental
efforts and achieving prosperity for their peoples.
Mohammed bin Zayed: “Proud of National Cadres
that Submitted Innovative Projects and Ideas”

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
noted on the sidelines of IDEX that the UAE has
proven its ability to successfully host and organise
world-class exhibitions and conferences, raising
Issue 12
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the country’s international profile. Hosting IDEX,
with its long and successful history, confirms
“both our excellence in hosting the largest
international events and the world’s confidence
in our ability to organise these events”.
His Highness said that he was proud of the
Emirati professionals who took part in the event
and presented innovative projects and ideas
through national institutions and companies.
He also commended the determination of the
country’s youth to overcome challenges and
prove themselves through learning, researching,
innovating, and interacting with industry experts
from around the world.
Sheikh Mohammed urged the Emirati
participants to “make more efforts, work even
harder, and strengthen the partnership and
cooperation between the public and private
sectors to take national defence industries to more
advanced levels, through developing national
human resources, equipping them with future
sciences and technologies, making use of their
skills and abilities, and through the Emiratisation
of advanced technologies so that they serve our
comprehensive march of progress”.
He added: “The UAE, led by His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, strives to
develop its own tools and mechanisms in order
to safeguard the country’s security and stability,
preserve its achievements, and overcome future
challenges, especially amidst the regional and
international upheavals that are increasing threats
and challenges, from extremism and terrorism to
the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.”
He affirmed that IDEX 2015 is “a window onto
our national defence industries that are earning
10 April 2015

the world’s confidence thanks to the UAE’s
efforts to develop these industries and provide the
ideal conditions for their growth, allowing them
to compete with the market leaders worldwide.
The UAE has made sure to provide training
for Emirati cadres to enable them to grasp the
technologies used in advanced industries.”
During his tour of the exhibition, Sheikh
Mohammed unveiled the new Armoured Modula
Fighting Vehicle “Enigma 8x8”, manufactured
by the Emirates Defence Technology. He
commended the progress attained by the UAE’s
defence industry and its ability to compete and
excel. He also urged corporate executives in
UAE companies to maximise efforts with regard
to quality standards, and to entrench themselves
in advanced defence industries globally.
Notably, IDEX 2015 featured the Unmanned
Systems Exhibition (UMEX) for the first time. A
total of 97 firms participated in this first edition,
showcasing the latest defence innovations in the
category of remote and unmanned aircraft, and
highlighting the role that this technology can play
in supporting armies and combatting terrorism.
Also on the sidelines of IDEX, the third Naval
Defence and Maritime Security Exhibition
(NAVDEX) was held, with 99 international
firms participating and 16 vessels harboured at
the marina, across from ADNEC, and at Zayed
Port. A number of national and international
firms displayed their latest naval defence and
security technologies, an array of warships,
amphibious vehicles, naval military equipment,
as well as coastal security systems, and maritimecommunication solutions.

The third edition of the Government Summit:

Encouraging innovation and sound investments
in human resources

Mohammed bin Rashid:
Innovation is the key to prosperity … and the only way to improve
quality of life
Mohammed bin Zayed:
We are thinking and planning for the next 50 years … and our highest
stake is investing in education

wam
“This summit has been exceptional […] and we always seek out challenges to overcome them,” said
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, at the conclusion of the third edition of the Government Summit, held in
Dubai last February over three days.
“Mohammed bin Zayed spoke in positive terms, and has been leading us towards the future with
a positive energy, which reminds us of our leader Sheikh Zayed, may God rest his soul in peace,” the
Prime Minister said. “We see the spirit of Zayed in Mohammed. So congratulations to you all, and go
ahead, Mohammed, on to a bright future; the Emirati people are behind you.”
Describing the Government Summit of 2015 as “the summit of innovation, prosperity, and success;
the summit of a tenacity that never wavers”, the Prime Minister ordered the immediate start of
preparations for the next summit, in 2016. He said the vision for the next summit will expand even
further to boost the stature of the event as an international platform for innovative solutions in
government services.
“The ultimate relevance of the Government Summit,” His Highness noted, “lies in the added value
that it will introduce, over the next several years, into government performance at the world level, in
collaboration with our international partners, namely the United Nations, the World Bank, and the
World Economic Forum.”
Issue 12
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The third edition of the Government Summit was
held under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President
and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,
under the theme of “Shaping Future Governments”, and
the motto of “Innovation”.
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
delivered the keynote address at the opening of the
summit, which was attended by 4,000 personalities
from the 97 nations. Among the participants were prime
ministers and deputy premiers, diplomats, and officials
and experts from international organisations.
Alongside Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, the opening ceremony was attended by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon;
the Crown Prince of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum; the Deputy
Ruler of Dubai, His Highness Sheikh Maktoum bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum; the Crown Prince
of Ajman, His Highness Sheikh Ammar bin Humaid Al
Nuaimi; the Crown Prince of Fujairah, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Hamad bin Mohammed Al
Sharqi; the Crown Prince of Umm Al Quwain, His
Highness Sheikh Rashid bin Saud bin Rashid Al Mualla;
the Speaker of the Federal National Council, His
Excellency Mohammed Ahmed Al Murr; the National
Security Advisor and Deputy Chairman of the Executive
Council of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Hazza
bin Zayed Al Nahyan; the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of the Interior, Lt General His Highness Sheikh
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan; the Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs, Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan; the Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown
Prince’s Court, His Highness Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan; the Minister of Foreign Affairs, His Highness
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan; His Highness
Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Chairman of
the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority and Chairman of
Emirates Airline; His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Chairman of the
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Foundation; His
Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum; His Excellency Sheikh Nahyan bin Mubarak
Al Nahyan, Minister of Culture, Youth, and Community
Development; His Excellency Sheikh Hamdan bin
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Mubarak Al Nahyan, Minister of Higher Education and
Scientific Research; His Excellency Sheikh Sultan bin
Tahnoon Al Nahyan, Chairman of the Department of
Transport in Abu Dhabi and Chairman of the Abu Dhabi
Tourism and Culture Authority; His Excellency Jumaa
Al Zaabi, the Deputy Minister of Presidential Affairs; Lt
General Musbeh bin Rashid Al Fattan, the Director of the
Office of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum; alongside a host of other sheikhs, state
premiers, ministers, senior officials from international
organisations, and representatives from over 90 countries.
Mohammed bin Zayed: “An Excellent Government
Looks at Every Citizens as a National Asset”
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan began his
speech by thanking Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid,
describing him as “my brother, my friend, and my
mentor”.
The United Arab Emirates, he said, under the
leadership of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the UAE President, “has an all-around strategic
vision that hinges on the development of human
resources, which we trust would be our best asset in the
face of challenges as we work to ensure a prosperous
future for the coming generations”.
Sheikh Khalifa “continues on the footsteps of our
founding father,” Sheikh Mohammed said, referring to
the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the founding
president of the UAE. Sheikh Khalifa “always directs us
to focus on human resources and their development,” he
added. “Today, under Sheikh Khalifa’s leadership, we
have a strong, prosperous economy, and we will continue
our journey, in the footsteps of the founding father, in
order to develop cadres in a variety of fields, from
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education and health to innovation, economic diversity,
and security.”
Sheikh Mohammed mentioned the foresight of Sheikh
Khalifa in deciding to create the Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority (ADIA) in the mid-1970s, which has now
become the second-largest fund of its kind in the world.
Sheikh Mohammed also paid tribute to Emirati figures
who played vital roles in the growth of the UAE and
in the creation of ADIA, including Ahmed Khalifa Al
Suwaidi and Mohammed Al Habroush.
“We are thinking and planning for 50 years ahead,
for the coming generations, and so we are building a
diversified, solid, and sustainable economy that does
not depend on traditional resources and opens up new
opportunities for capacity building in the country,”
Sheikh Mohammed said. “An excellent government
treats every citizen as a national treasure; and nationbuilding should not solely depend on the government,
for that is also the duty of every citizen and resident in
this country.”
He went on: “Our highest stake is investing in
education. We are prosperous now, and so we must invest
all our capacities in education, because there will come a
time, 50 years from now, as we ship our last barrel of oil,
and we will ask ourselves: ‘Are we happy now?’ If our
investment today in human resources is sound, I bet we
will be happy then as well. Certainly, there are numerous
challenges in education; nevertheless, the top leadership
must have a clear vision about education outcomes and
human-resource planning for the next 25 years.”
Sheikh Mohammed then spoke about the UAE
industry and its achievements, commending the role
of Emirati women and stressing “the importance of
investing in social capacities, male and female, and
providing them with opportunities, supporting them,
encouraging them, and empowering them to play their
national roles and fulfill their responsibilities in carrying
on the march of progress and growth.”
The UAE has been able, earlier on, to protect itself
against the effects of oil-market fluctuations, thanks to
the vision of its leadership and the diversification of its
economy, Sheikh Mohammed said.
“Today, there is a crisis and there is anxiety, but
memory fails us and we forget 2008, when oil prices
were way higher than what they were recently and then
dropped lower than where they are now,” he noted. “But

we stayed our course.”
His Highness continued: “Since its inception, the
UAE has tried to send a message to the world, which is
that the Middle East – and we are part of it – can bring
goodness, love, and peace to the world. The UAE is an
active member of the international community, through
its constructive, collaborative relationships, and its large
contributions to humanitarian work. But these are not
the achievements of the state alone; Emirati citizens,
merchants, and residents have also contributed, and they
have our gratitude for it.”
Mohammed bin Rashid: “A unique innovation
summit”
“This summit has been exceptional,” said Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, “because, in it, my
brother, friend, and mate, Mohammed bin Zayed, spoke
about the past and its difficulties, about the present and
its challenges, and about the bright future. He mentioned
challenges, and we always seek out challenges to
overcome them.”
He added: “Mohammed bin Zayed spoke in positive
terms, and has been leading us towards the future
with positive energy, which reminds us of our leader
Sheikh Zayed, may God rest his soul in peace,” the
Prime Minister said. “We see the spirit of Zayed in
Mohammed. So congratulations to all of you, and go
ahead, Mohammed, on to a bright future; the Emirati
people are behind you.”
About the impact of innovation on government
services, the Prime Minister said that “innovation will
change the way we think and will open up new prospects
for all government sectors. It will also cement the stature
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of the UAE government, making it eligible to become
at the forefront of the most innovative governments in
the world”.
He went on: “I am entirely confident in the ability of
our employees to turn their ideas into concrete realities
and shape our future lives.”
During the award ceremony of the second edition
of the “Best m-Government Service Award” – which
celebrated winners from the UAE, the Middle East,
and the world – His Highness said: “The sheer volume
of submissions for this award shows that governments
have started to change the way they look at the services
they offer, and that this award is starting to achieve its
goals in simplifying people’s lives, saving their time,
and creating a better environment for them to conduct
their business.”
At the opening of the “Museum of Future Government
Services”, held annually on the sidelines of the Government
Summit, to showcase the new generation of services in the
government of the future, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum said: “The Government Summit started big
and it has achieved world-class, reaffirming the UAE as
an international destination for government innovation.”
He added: “Innovation is the key to prosperity, and
governments – more so than other actors – need to invest
in R&D and innovation because their main purpose is
to make people’s lives better, and innovation is the only
way to improve quality of life.”
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed: “The UAE people,
peace ambassadors”
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In his Keynote address on the second day of the
3rd Government Summit, UAE’s Foreign Minister
His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan
affirmed that “the UAE is and will always be a land
of opportunity, and its people, with its long-lasting
Islamic identity, will always be a peace ambassador and
an inspirational source of success stories.” He added
that “UAE’s wise leadership has been committed to
make the country an oasis of security and stability, and
has enhanced the concept of a society where equality
and justice prevail. It has also succeeded in achieving
prosperity for its people, turning the UAE into a land
of happiness for both national citizens and foreign
residents.”
He stressed that human beings are the source of
civilisation and the most valuable wealth, adding that
UAE's success story is about the Emirati people who
cannot be discouraged or slowed down, and who see in
challenges an opportunity to take initiative and succeed.
“When we began building our modern and progressive
state, we decided to attract the best minds and most
skilful talents to take part in our quest. Additionally, At
a time when the Arab region was suffering from a brain
drain, the UAE was attracting the best and most brilliant
talents from all around the world, and promoting a new
concept which Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler
of Dubai His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum called the ‘reverse brain drain’,” Said His
Highness. He also noted that the good and peaceful nature
of the Emirati people has allowed the country to build
friendships with various nations, and that the country’s
foreign policy, based on positivity and cooperation with
other nations, enhanced the country’s capacity to attract
the greatest talents from all around the world.
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed: “Combating terrorist
ideologies is a collective responsibility”
At the opening session of the third Government
Summit, His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, affirmed
that “Citizenship goes beyond having identification
papers and the mere rhetoric of loyalty and belonging;
it is about practicing loyalty and devotion for the sake
of the country’s best interests under any circumstances,
bearing in mind the shared destiny of all its components.”
He added that “combating terrorist ideologies is a
collective and shared responsibility, which starts within

wam
the family, by spreading anti-terrorism awareness, and
promoting the traditional positive values of our society,
whose foundation is tolerance and moderation. This
responsibility also falls upon the government employee
who is required to perform his duties adequately, provide
the best standards of public service, and embrace the idea
of change and development, regardless of the amount of
work he or she has to accomplish.”
His Highness noted that in the early years of the
UAE, 90 per cent of the country’s economy depended
on oil, while today, this percentage decreased to only
30 per cent. Furthermore, the UAE aims to reduce oil
dependence to only 5 per cent by 2021. He added that
the UAE has strived to diversify the sources of national
income, establishing four sovereign wealth funds, one
of which is the world’s second largest fund; it also gave
birth to Dubai International Airport, which has become
the world’s busiest airport with 70 million passengers
annually; Moreover, the emirate of Dubai is ranked
12th among the world’s most visited destinations with
10 million tourists every year. His Highness said that
“all that was the result of our leadership’s wisdom and
our people’s determination to continue building and
developing with a positive sense of citizenship.”
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed: “Our ambitions have no
limits”
The main event of the second and last day of the
Summit was the address delivered by His Highness
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, where he
stressed that “a wise leadership derives its legitimacy
from empowering its citizens and providing them with
services.” He added that “we have no other choice than
to focus on our citizens and enable them to take the

responsibility of presenting the UAE within and without
through their productivity, commitment, and the quality
of their work.”
He pointed out that “His Highness the president has a
clear vision based on the idea that a wise leadership derives
its legitimacy from its ability to sustain development,
empower its citizens, and develop government services
to meet people’s needs and aspirations. In this sense,
His Highness the President launched the “Tamkeen”
programme in 2005 which aims to develop citizens’
capabilities and increase their engagement, as they are
the target and means of development”.
“We are all for Emiratisation, but beforehand,
our citizens must undergo qualification and training
to set an example,” said His High Highness. He
stressed the importance of continuous work towards
further achievements that serve the best interests of
the citizens. “Even though we are satisfied with what
we achieved, we still strive to achieve more. Our
ambitions have no limits, especially with relation to
the government’s responsibility towards the citizens in
terms of the continuous improvement of performance
efficiency,” said His Highness.
Regarding the objectives behind establishing the
Ministerial Council for Services, His Highness said that
“this step reflects our state’s attention to government
services. The Council is in charge of monitoring federal
bodies’ performance in implementing UAE’s public
policy in order to improve the quality of government
services”. He explained that the Council has attained
its objectives to develop policies and monitor their
implementation, improve the quality of government
services and strategic planning, achieve governance,
spread the culture of excellence in government
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services, increase stakeholders’ satisfaction, monitor
human development and outstanding performances,
and coordinate efficiently with the local authorities in
the UAE.
His Highness affirmed that the clear vision,
patriotism and continuous coordination between the
federal government and local authorities, in addition to
the rule of law, respect for human dignity and openness
to global experiences in the UAE, are the source of our
country’s strength and the secret of its success. He also
said that “clear understanding of the government’s
role and functions plays a big part in our country’s
successes, which are felt by both our citizens, foreign
residents and visitors, and recognised by international
organisations. This is why our people are at the top
in terms of happiness, satisfaction, wellbeing, income
per capita and quality of life indicators.”

He pointed out that the UAE occupies an advanced
position in human development, infrastructure,
business and commercial investment opportunities
indicators, which reflects the success of the vision of
His Highness the UAE President.
Al Gergawi: UAE’s message
For his part, Mohammad Abdullah Al Gergawi,
Minister of Cabinet Affairs, said that the Third
Government Summit reflects the wise leadership of
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan
and his clear vision that believes in the importance
of developing people’s environment and providing
them with services in order to ensure stability and
prosperity, and to build safe, progressive and creative
communities.
“As His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum intended, this Summit aims to serve
a noble objective, which is achieving happiness,
prosperity and stability for human beings, both in
the UAE and in the world,” said Al Gergawi in his
address. He pointed out that the Summit seeks to
boost innovation in all fields, anticipate the future in
all sectors, and promote innovation in governments as
an authentic, constant and durable practice.
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Ban Ki-moon: Innovation can trigger development
The Summit also witnessed the presence of
international experts in development and innovation
who commended the Emirati experience and its success
worldwide. In this regard, UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon affirmed during the opening ceremony
that “the UAE proved that innovation can trigger
development. The country encourages innovation,
yet it also preserves its culture and long-standing
history.” He added that “the Third Government
Summit, organized by the UAE government, can
help the United Nations to ensure a decent life for
everyone. We, governments and people, have to unite
and cooperate to make this world a better place.”
For his part, the Founder and Executive Chairman
of the World Economic Forum (Davos), Klaus Shwab,
affirmed that “the UAE government succeeded in
promoting the concept of innovation as a key engine
for competitiveness in all sectors and fields, especially
in a pivotal sector for the future such as education.”
He added that “the UAE has set a model in this regard
by establishing a system for virtual education and by
being one of the first countries to adopt sustainable
education in a structural manner.”
Samsung Electronics’ president and CEO, BK
Yoon, considered that “the UAE and South Korea
are flying together in the field of innovation towards
the future, because they share the same vision and a
strong, unwavering will.”
More than 100 prominent speakers took part in
more than 50 plenary sessions. The Summit, which
achieved great success, aimed through its varied and
rich agenda to become the world’s biggest platform
for leadership in government services. Local, Arab
and international media covered the event which
included the announcement of trailblazing initiatives
that aims to promote the human society as a whole.
The innovation platform, organised for the first
time, introduced the participants to the most important
tools, instruments and strategies for the promotion
of innovation within government institutions. The
Summit concluded with an awarding ceremony for the
winners of the Best m-government Services Award.

“Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week”
Entrenches UAE’s Leadership Role

Mohammed bin Rashid and Mohammed bin
Zayed attend the opening ceremony of the 8th
World Future Energy Summit
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On the occasion of the 8th World Future Energy Summit (WFES), hosted by Masdar as part of the Abu Dhabi
Sustainability Week, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, affirmed that the UAE is one of the most well-prepared countries
for changes in international energy markets, as energy security is an economic priority for the country. His
Highness tweeted that the WFES, which took place last January in Abu Dhabi, is a landmark in the UAE’s
continuing efforts to diversify its energy sources and invest in clean and sustainable future energy.
For his part, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, stressed the importance of pressing ahead with
modernisation and development efforts with a firm commitment to the principles of sustainable development.
His Highness also underlined the importance of energy – and other vital resources, such as water and food – as
the lifelines of all development activities.
Opening Ceremony
Their Highnesses Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum and Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
attended the 8th World Future Energy Summit (WFES)
hosted by Masdar as part of the Abu Dhabi Sustainability
Week (ADSW). Also present at the opening ceremony
were sheiks, high officials, and a number of leaders
and representatives of brotherly and friendly countries,
including Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi,
who delivered the keynote address. The opening of the
summit was also attended by a number of officials from
the United Nations and other international organisations,

leading personalities, experts and scholars, and people
interested in the energy sector from around the world.
El-Sisi: “the UAE plays a leading role”
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi said the
summit highlights the leading role played by the UAE
in promoting the notions of renewable energy and
sustainable development worldwide. He noted that
this international event is the ideal venue to examine
the challenges that affect the sectors of energy, water
and sustainable development, a good opportunity for
multilateral dialogue and exchange of expertise, and the
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perfect time to come up with innovative solutions.
“Energy is life, and renewable energy means a cleaner
life. The global consumption of energy has doubled over
the last four decades, while there are expectations that
the number will double again by 2050. In addition, more
than 1.3 billion people around the world have no source of
electricity, half of them in Africa, which calls for concerted
efforts to solve this problem that hinders these brotherly
nations’ march of progress,” the Egyptian President said.
Dr Al Jaber: “Renewable energy is the cornerstone of
a sustainable future”
For his part, Dr Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Minister of State
and Chairman of Masdar affirmed that “Renewable energy
is the cornerstone of any sustainable future. It has turned
from being an expensive alternative to an efficient and
competitive technology.” He noted that the sector has seen
remarkable growth thanks to the significant decline in cost
and the improvement of technology efficiency.”
He also underlined that renewable energy is the fastest
growing source of energy, with investment growth of 16 per
cent in 2014, reaching more than $310 billion. He added
that this growth is a result of the commercial opportunities
provided by renewable energy, and the world’s increasing
demand for electricity. “This is a historic year for the UAE;
the launch of ‘Year of Innovation’, coupled with ADSW
will help promote clean technology, which will yield great
benefits for the country,” Said Al Jaber.
Dr Belhoul: “Acceleration of renewable energy promotion”
For his part, Dr Ahmad Belhoul, Masdar CEO, stressed
the need to accelerate the promotion of renewable energy
solutions and techniques as a commercially efficient
technology capable of meeting the world’s growing
demand for electricity. He noted that “the challenges that
confront development efforts worldwide, including high
population growth and limited energy sources, compels
the world to find new forms of energy, such as renewable
energy, which requires a reconsideration of the relation
between traditional and new forms of energy”.
Al Tayer: “Great success”
Dubai Electricity & Water Authority's Managing
Director, Saeed Mohammed Al Tayer, affirmed that WFES
2015 has attained great success with the presence of Their
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum and
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
He told Emirates News Agency (WAM) that UAE’s
wise policy is clear and follows its leadership’s directives
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in order to diversify the energy mix. He added that DEWA
is working hand in hand with all energy institutions in the
country to diversify energy sources through the promotion
of renewable energy and the increase of its percentage.
Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week
On a related subject, “Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week”
has achieved great success, and has become one of the
biggest and most important events worldwide.
The week succeeded in achieving the goals on its varied
agenda, confirming UAE’s position as global hub in the
field of renewable energy. More than 32,000 participants
and visitors from 170 countries took part in the events of
this week.
Many topics related to energy security and sustainable
development were discussed in this event. The participants
were working to come up with realistic solutions capable of
overcoming the challenges of the global energy sector, and
ensuring the progress of the development and innovation
march in the sector.
This international event witnessed the participation of
a number of leaders and experts in the renewable energy
sector, UN and international organisations’ officials
involved in environment, climate change and renewable
energy issues, chief executives of international firms with
interest in innovation in renewable energy industries,
as well as researchers and representatives of Arab and
international media.
The discussions examined the importance of renewable
energy from different perspectives such as policy
development, financing, technology and education.
They also focused on the need to promote sustainable
development notions in the renewable energy sector, and
come up with solutions to address the challenges of energy
and water security.
Other topics such as water scarcity, waste management,
innovative financing, technology and their impact on
people’s lives and on sustainable development were
discussed at ADSW. In addition, “innovation” as a means
to explore the best way ideas and new technologies can
support sustainable development, was the focal point at
the event.
ADSW provided significant direct support for UAE’s
innovation strategy through encouraging technology
development and attracting investments to key sectors,
including renewable energy, transportation, water and
education.

“Zayed Future Energy Prize” winners honoured
During ADSW opening ceremony, His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and Egyptian President
Abdul Fattah el-Sisi honoured the winners of the 7th Zayed
Future Energy Prize. Nine winners were honoured for
their achievements in advancing and promoting renewable
energy and sustainability solutions all around the world.
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
also awarded President Abdul Fattah el-Sisi the Zayed
Future Energy Prize Shield. “The UAE, under the wise
leadership of President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, has become a fervent supporter of innovations
in various fields that improve people’s lives, and provide
solutions for the challenges that face them,” said His
Highness. He added that “everything starts with an idea. In
this sense, following in the footsteps of our forefather late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan through promoting
education and building human resources, we seek to
stimulate creative minds and encourage them to innovate
and come up with practical solutions to the challenges
facing us and allow us to build a future on a solid and
sustainable foundation.”
His Highness commended the winners of the Zayed
Future Energy Prize for their innovative ability that proves
they can open new horizons in the field of clean energy and
sustainability, adding that these innovators have unique
visions that reflect our forefather’s heritage, which will
allow them to transmit its principles to future generations.
The US$4-million prize aims to honour companies,
organisations, schools and individuals that have made
outstanding contributions to the fields of renewable energy
and sustainability.
The World Future Energy Summit has thus become the
world’s leading event dedicated to the renewable energy,
energy efficiency and clean technologies. It focused on
exploring growing investment opportunities in the clean
energy sector in the Middle East and Africa, two of the
most promising renewable energy markets in the world.
There was also a host of important events on WFES’s
sidelines such as the exhibition that saw the participation
of about 650 firms.
Various Events
The World Future Energy Summit and its exhibition
were not the only events organised during Abu Dhabi
Sustainability Week. Other events took place and achieved
great success, propelling ADSW to the forefront of the

international scene, and confirming UAE’s status as a
global hub in the field of renewable energy, and a fervent
supporter of sustainability and innovation.
Women in Sustainability, Environment, and Renewable
Energy Forum
Masdar has hosted, in collaboration with the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Zayed Future Energy Prize, the
Women in Sustainability, Environment and Renewable
Energy Forum (WISER), with the participation of leading
female figures in the fields of engineering, media, politics
and science. The forum aimed to encourage women to
increase their contribution to the efforts aimed at coming
up with solutions that address the challenges of energy
and water security, climate change, and sustainable
development. The forum also highlighted the great
opportunities available to new female graduates and young
women working in different sectors.
Reem Al Hashimy, UAE Minister of State and board
representative of the Dubai Expo 2020 Higher Committee,
inaugurated the event with a keynote address where
she affirmed that the UAE attaches great importance to
supporting women leaders who adhere to the principles of
sustainability. She added that this forum shed lights on the
importance of empowering women, and enabling them to
contribute to the decision-making process with relation to
sustainable development.
International Water Summit
Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week also included the
International Water Summit (IWS) which aimed to develop
solutions for water security issues, promote sustainable
growth and economic development in arid regions, achieve
sustainable management of water resources, and help meet
the growing demand for this vital resource in the Middle East.
This event was the ideal platform to bring together
leaders of government and business institutions, policy
makers, investors from the public and private sectors,
consultants and water experts to examine and discuss the
realistic plans for the successful conservation of water
resources in the GCC and other regions.
A number of panel discussions took place at the event,
including a session dedicated to food security in the Arab
world. Other sessions focused on sustainability issues such
as the relation between water, energy and food, and the
increase of agricultural production in arid areas. IWS also
included workshops on water resources’ management in
Abu Dhabi, and the promotion of the marine and coastal
environment in the Arabian Gulf.
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The opening of the fourth edition of the “Government Communication Forum”

Ruler of Sharjah:
“Public programmes are indispensable
for boosting and promoting government policies”
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His Highness Sheikh Dr Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, Member of the UAE Supreme
Council and Ruler of Sharjah, stressed the important role of the media in mass communication,
including live radio shows and television programmes, especially in the exchange of messages,
information, and aspirations between the government and the people.
Sheikh Sultan noted that public communication in the UAE is carried out by professionals
working at respectable institutions, contributing to the enhancement of public service. Public
communication, he added, aims to promote dialogue between officials and civil society and
highlights developments in public services like healthcare, security, roads, and so forth.
However, mass communication is sometimes defective when it is used for electoral and political
propaganda.
In his opening speech at the fourth edition of the
International Government Communication Forum
2015, held annually under the patronage of His
Highness, the Ruler of Sharjah stated that publiccommunications programmes are crucial for fostering
government policies and for keeping the public
informed about the work of government entities,
about the promulgation of new laws and decrees, and
about the services provided to citizens.
Sheikh Sultan pointed out that, while government
communications address the public through
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announcements and campaigns to promote security,
environment, health, and social well-being, public
media programmes address the government
authorities as they relay the pulse of the community.
Public communications activate democratic
processes, he noted, by engaging citizens and civil
society in conversations about the effectiveness of
public policies.
His Highness also stressed the importance
of internal communications in monitoring the
performance of government departments and

ensuring the participation of citizens in public service.
The objective is to enlighten citizens about the role
of different institutions, consolidate the values of
citizenship, support national initiatives, showcase
associations and their activities, and highlight the
cultural and sports scenes, he said.
Organised by the Sharjah Media Centre, the
International Government Communication Forum
held its fourth edition under the theme: “Specific
Actions, Better Results”. The two-day event was
attended by nearly 3,000 policy-makers and media
professionals from around the world.
Among the most prominent participants were
Lebanon’s former President, Michel Suleiman, as
guest of honour; the Liberian President, Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf; the former UN-Arab League envoy to Syria,
Lakhdar Brahimi; and Morocco’s Communications
Minister, Mustapha El Khalfi. About 30 political,
media, and public figures, who have had an impact
within their respective communities and the world,
also attended the forum.
Several sheikhs and senior officials, including
ambassadors, consuls, and other diplomats from
Gulf, Arab, and foreign countries, were present at the
forum’s opening ceremony.
Government officials from various parts of the
world also attended the forum and participated in
its panels. The forum, unique in the Middle East,
featured debates on immediate actions needed to
optimise the relationship between the government
and the public. The participants also explored the
future of government communications, at the local
and international levels, and the steps required to
realise a vision of governments that interact more
effectively with the public.
This edition was marked by extensive discussions
about the impact of social media on government
decision-making and on the possibilities of using
social-media platforms to complement traditional
media in government communications.
For his part, Sheikh Sultan bin Ahmed Al Qasimi,

Chairman of the Sharjah Media Centre and head of the
forum’s organising committee, said on the sidelines of
the forum: “We have listened, discussed, interacted,
and communicated with each other throughout the
forum’s sessions over two days, and despite the
differences in ideas, experiences, and opinions, we
all agreed that this innovative and daring forum is a
preliminary step. It paves the way for governmentcommunication departments with visions and new
strategies and mechanisms in the governmentcommunications sector.” He added: “We have
managed through this forum to attract attention and
highlight how much we, as governments and peoples,
need to improve the methods of communication
between us.”
Sheikh Sultan bin Ahmed Al Qasimi also urged
the participants to work towards bringing positive
changes to government communications in the Arab
region, through new initiatives and constructive ideas
for better communication models.
Economic and geo-political conditions, which he
said cast a shadow on the entire world, force global
and regional governments to explain their positions
and to convince their people of their internal and
external policies with honesty and transparency.
Governments can no longer monopolise information
and its sources, he noted, but they can interact and
communicate with their people.
The Chairman of the Sharjah Media Centre
maintained that the swift transfer of information to
the public is still a challenge for some governments,
due to their bureaucratic nature.
He added: “Anyone who watches what is
happening in the Arab countries and in the world,
in general, will notice that every party tries to take
control of information in order to influence global,
regional, and local public opinion. There is also
evident competition around the effective use of
government communications as a sort of conflictmanagement strategy between countries. This is the
case, for instance, between Palestinians and Israelis,
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China and the United States, and
Ukraine and Russia, with each party
trying to use strategic-communications
tools to give more visibility to their
own side of the story. The idea is to
win over domestic and international
public opinion, which, in turn, would
put pressure on governments to adopt
internal or external policies supporting
one or the other point of view.”
He went on: “Today, we are in a
time of free transfer of information and
opinion, so people’s knowledge and
communicative abilities have become
as important as some of the most
dominant conventional measures of the strength of
societies, like the army, the size of the population,
and economic and scientific activity. No one can deny
the power of armies in resolving or fuelling conflicts,
but governments around the world now realise that
the power of armies and security forces can only
impose a certain point of view temporarily, but it
cannot control the expansion of the opposite points of
view indefinitely”.
Sheikh Sultan bin Ahmed Al Qasimi stressed
that the Sharjah Media Centre, under the directives
of Sheikh Dr Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi,
the Ruler of Sharjah, is committed to developing
and empowering government-communications
departments in the emirate, and to sharing this
experience with the other emirates and countries
in the region and the world. The goal is to help
government-communications departments reassess
their important strategic role and adapt their scope of
work to match world-class communications models.
The Chairman of the Sharjah Media Centre set
four steps for the improvement of the performance
of government-communications departments: (1)
being aware of the new strategic role of government
communications, and spreading this awareness
among government communications officers; (2)
conducting a professional, objective self-assessment
to measure the communications department’s ability
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to apply the principles of strategic government
communications in their daily operations; (3)
applying a comprehensive and continuous training
plan; and (4) hiring the right person in the right place.
The first edition of the International Government
Communication Forum was held in 2012; it was
attended by the former Prime Minister of Malaysia,
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi.
The second edition, in 2013, was attended by more
than 2,500 decision-makers and senior Arab and
international political and media figures. Among the
prominent attendees were Turkey’s Prime Minister,
Recep Tayyip Erdogan; the former Secretary-General
of the United Nations, Kofi Annan; Her Excellency
Sheikha Lubna bint Khalid bin Sultan Al Qasimi,
UAE Minister of Foreign Trade; Amr Moussa, the
former Secretary-General of the Arab League; and
Andrew Young, the former US ambassador to the
United Nations.
The third edition of the forum, in 2014, was
held under the theme: “Different Roles, One
Vision.” Among its guests of honour were Mikhail
Gorbachev, the last President of the Soviet Union;
Felipe Calderon, President of Mexico (2006-2012);
James Wolfensohn, the former president of the World
Bank Group; and His Excellency Dr Anwar Gargash,
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Minister of
State for Federal National Council Affairs.

Muslim Council of Elders approves its three-year strategic plan and objectives

Dialogue, capability building and awareness
to disseminate the true precepts of Islam

During its third meeting last February, the Muslim Council of Elders – an independent
international body that aims to promote peace in Muslim societies, approved its three-year strategic
plan and objectives, which aim to spread the true, noble message of Islam through dousing of fires,
interaction of cultures at religious, ethical, philosophical and knowledge levels and preparing a
future generation of enlightened scholars for developing the world through peace and harmony.
The strategy is based on three pillars: promotion of dialogue, building of capacities and spreading
of awareness.
Held in Abu Dhabi, the meeting was attended by a
number of prominent scholars from the Islamic world.
Together they looked into ways to find practical
tools and methods to promote the culture of peace
and tolerance and foster dialogue amongst Muslim
communities in parallel with the dialogue with other
religions on controversial issues.
The Grand Imam, president of Al Azhar and
chairman of the council Dr Ahmed Al Tayeb called
for solidarity and coherence among Muslims and he
stressed that the council’s efforts serve the interest
of the Ummah and aim to establish reform amongst
people.
His Eminence went on to emphasise that the
Muslim Council of Elders is keen on seeing its task
through and developing a peaceful social plan in
addition to a series of plans aimed at addressing issues
and eliminating ideologies that have brought harm to
the Ummah.
The Council urged wise men of the Islamic
Ummah and Muslim enthusiasts and zealots to join
hands in order to stop the profuse flow of bloodbaths
in some Muslim countries without any deterrence
from religion or conscience.
The Council appealed to all official, non-official
entities, and sectarian warring factions to work
together to heal bleeding wounds and immediately
engage in a constructive dialogue regardless of
justifications, excuses and pretexts.
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The strategy envisages a comprehensive plan to
promote dialogue through religious discourse which
mirrors values and teachings of Islam and an open
dialogue among religious, intellectual, political elites
and civil society leaders across the world.
An immediate action is also needed to develop
abilities through curricula that meet ambitions and
needs of young generations in the 21st century and
to train scholars and preachers who can introduce
marvelous Islamic values to the world peace discourse,
and who can denounce violence and extremism.
The strategy also features practical and field
measures that can significantly contribute to raising
awareness about Islam's tolerance and mercy. The
strategy also calls for enabling Muslim and nonMuslim youth to organise joint meetings and forums
to share experiences under the umbrella of nurturing
the culture of peace. Young scholars need to be
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trained and qualified to promote the culture of peace,
tolerance and dialogue.
The strategy also includes the formation of ''peace
missions'' whose prime goal is to visit hotspots as part
of endeavours to resolve disputes by peaceful means,
holding annual regional conferences for different
Islamic schools to deepen the culture of peace, dialogue
and openness to modern sciences and technology,
and forging partnerships with key world universities
to convene regular seminars on best ways to foster
the culture of dialogue, tolerance and accepting
diverse cultures and faiths and finally establishing a
publishing house to print books on the culture of peace
and circulate them to Muslim communities.
A cultural and educational programme ''100 urgent
questions'' will be launched as part of the strategy to
address and tackle the most controversial topics facing
Muslims in the present and future. The programme
will focus on concerns of Muslims and non-Muslims
about Islam in general and its view on violence and
peace. Through its mission, the programme will try
to correct the stereotype image of Islam held by some
media institutions and other religious, intellectual and
civilian societies.
Scholar Sheikh Abdullah bin Beah, Deputy
Chairman of the Muslim Council of Elders said the
Council will work towards resolving issues and putting
out fires and tensions. This is its message and its main
duty, which ensures it the trust of a weary public.
Muslim communities are in need for a new spirit and
innovative methods. Therefore, the Council’s approach
avoids pointing the finger at one entity in specific, for
the task is everyone’s responsibility.
He called on intellectual and political leaders to
provide new approaches and a new understanding of
the Islamic Sharia and its reality. He said: “Our first
order of business at the Council is to stop the death
game. We must get the entire Muslim Ummah to see
that such practices go against the principles of our
religion and its interests.”
Sheikh bin Beah stressed that religious scholars
have an important role to play. They must be fire
fighters in these enflamed and morbid times.
For his part, Sheikh Ali Al Amin, former Mufti of
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Tyr in Lebanon, said the Muslim nation looks up to its
scholars and governors to join hands and exert efforts
to put a stop the bloody conflicts that have overtaken
the Ummah.
He alluded to difficulties in conveying rhetoric of
moderation and tolerance, which would be used as a
reference for all Muslims. He attributed them to the
many conflicts that have surfaced in recent times. He
stressed the need for religious institutions to carry
out their roles, especially Al Azhar and the Muslim
Council of Elders to preach moderation as a weapon
to counter extremist ideologies.
Sheikh Al Amin praised the UAE’s position and
its leading role in ensuring the unity of Muslims and
rejecting violence anywhere in the world, as evidence
by its initiative to establish and host the Council in
Abu Dhabi.
Dr Mohammed Quraish Shihab, the former
Indonesian Minister of Religious Affairs said violence
and extremism are foreign to Islam. He said the
Council would be working on renovating the religious
discourse by highlighting the value of tolerance. He
went on to explain that there is a need to review and
clarify certain interpretations of the religious texts and
Hadiths. He stressed the importance of renovating
religious discourse in a way that befits modern times.
Members of the Muslim Council of Elders
include Sheikh of the Al Azhar Dr Ahmed Al Tayeb,
Chairman, Sheikh Dr Abdullah bin Beah, president of
the forum to promote peace in Muslim communities,
Deputy Chairman, Prince Ghazi bin Mohammed bin
Talal, Chairman of the Board of Trustees in addition to
a number of scholars from several Muslim countries
and communities, namely Indonesia, Sudan, Lebanon,
US, Egypt, Tunisia, UAE and Saudi.
The Council was founded on July 189, 2014 as
the first body of its kind to promote peace in Muslim
communities. It was decided that Abu Dhabi will host
the council’s seat.
A statement was issued following the meeting.
It said the Muslim Ummah can no longer withstand
in-fighting and conflicts within its communities and
stressed the need for urgent intervention to stop the
bloodshed.

According to the World Intellectual Property Organisation

Emiratis Lead Innovation List With 19 Inventions

Emirati nationals have taken the lead in innovation projects during 2014, compared to other
nationalities residing in the United Arab Emirates, according to the World Intellectual Property
Organisation (WIPO).
The Geneva-based organisation said that Emiratis have participated in 19 out of the 43
inventions originating in the UAE and logged in WIPO records. This means that Emiratis have
contributed to 44 per cent of the total number of WIPO-registered UAE inventions.
Jordanian residents come in second place,
having contributed to 16 inventions, followed by
Lebanese residents (12 inventions), Romanians
residents (7), Canadian residents (5), Bahraini
residents (4), Egyptian residents (3), and Finnish,
Swedish, and Indian residents (2 each).
Based on WIPO data, the participation of
Emirati nationals Eida Al Muhairbi and Moussa
Al Ameri has been particularly notable, along with
the participation of Jordan’s Wasfi Al Shedaifat
and Lebanon’s Farah Afif Qassab, both engineers.
WIPO issues an international test-and-research
report on every invention submitted to the
organisation. This refined document is prepared
by a team of scientists and experts to determine
the invention’s entitlement to national patents,
which are delivered by local offices in WIPO’s
192 member states.
The announcement of this Emirati achievement
aligns with the vision of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President,
who declared 2015 as the year of innovation. The
achievement is also a translation of the efforts
of the UAE leadership to create a favourable
environment for innovation in the country.
“Innovation, ever since the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may he rest in peace, laid
the foundation for it, has been rooted in UAE
culture, and this approach is still alive,” said Dr
Hanif Hassan, Chairman of the Geneva Centre for
Human Rights Advancement and Global Dialogue.
“Our leadership is fully aware of the importance

of
strengthening
this culture in
order to elevate
our country to the
rank of advanced
nations.”
Dr Hassan said he was expecting to see more
innovation across sectors in the near future, and
stressed the importance of quality education in
shaping innovative minds. Given that qualitative
scientific research fosters a suitable environment
for creative minds to thrive, Dr Hassan argued,
scientific-research plans that seek to fulfil the
UAE’s vision for innovation must be supported.
For his part, Dr Abdullatif Al Shamsi, a
faculty member at the mechanical engineering
department at the UAE University, called for
bolstering education systems in the UAE in such
a way as to systematically produce more creative
talents in all fields.
UAE education institutions have made
quantum leaps in terms of their ability to discover
and support innovators and inventors in certain
scientific disciplines, Dr Al Shamsi noted.
“Here in the UAE, we have the utmost interest
in discovering Emirati talent, nurturing the spirit
of creativity and innovation among our youth,
and being methodical in producing innovative
generations – such generations that would
contribute directly to the building of a knowledgebased economy and society,” he added.
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Abu Dhabi hosts the Regional Conference on
New Synthetic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances

Al Sha’far: Combating this scourge is not an
individual responsibility... it is a collective mission
that requires concerted efforts and resources.
In the closing ceremony of the Regional Conference on New Synthetic Drugs and Psychotropic
substances, the UAE’s Ministry of Interior (MoI) emphasised its commitment to the promotion of
regional and international cooperation against the drug scourge, and the importance of participating
in Arab and international anti-drug conferences and meetings. It also stressed the importance of
exchanging expertise and information, boosting collaboration between Arab anti-drug institutions, and
activating existing agreements in order to contain and combat the spread of new drugs and Psychotropic
substances in the region. The Ministry revealed that synthetic drugs and psychotropic substances cases
made up 54 per cent of the total number of drug crimes last year.
The conference that took place on February 17-18 in Abu Dhabi was organised by the Ministry of
Interior in collaboration with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crimes at the Gulf Cooperation
Council states (UNODC). Several personalities attended the event, including anti-narcotics general
directors, representatives of 10 GCC and Arab countries, and a number of MoI’s officials.
Al Suwaidi: “Awareness is a key element
in the fight against drugs”
Colonel Saeed Al Suwaidi, Director
General of the Anti-Narcotics Federal
Directorate General at MoI, stressed the
Ministry’s keenness to “promote efficient
cooperation with civil society organisations
and all the stakeholders in the fight against
this scourge that primarily targets our youth,
the foundation of our nation’s future. A vision
that stems from MoI’s belief in the vital
role the community must play in reducing
the appeal of new drugs and psychotropic
substances”. He also thanked the UNODC
for its efforts and cooperation with MoI in the
fight against the drug scourge.
Al Suwaidi told journalists about smart
programmes being prepared in order to launch
awareness campaigns against drugs on smartphones,
in addition to using social media to send awareness
messages. He stressed the importance of awareness
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as a key element that makes up 50 per cent of
the efforts against drugs. He also emphasised
the importance of providing follow up care for
recovering drug addicts.
Al Suwaidi stated that MoI monitors drug
trafficking websites and bans them in collaboration

with the Telecommunication Regulatory Authority
(TRA) through establishing a specialised unit against
online drug trafficking, and creating e-police. He also
referred to the seizure of 33 million Captagon tablets
in the country as the biggest of its kind last year.
United Nations: The elusiveness of synthetic-drug
traffickers
For his part, Judge Dr Hatem Ali, UNODC’s
representative and head of the sub-regional office for
the GCC, expressed his gratitude to MoI’s officials
for organising this conference, which shows the
UAE’s commitment to cooperate with the UNODC
and promote prevention efforts. He also commended
the UAE’s keenness to invest in building human
resources and to use them to raise awareness among
members of the community.
He added that the partnership with MoI allowed
for collaborative work and exchange of expertise in
order to establish an efficient mechanism for drugs and
psychotropic substances control. Ali also underlined
the UNODC’s continuous efforts to connect antidrugs bodies with the world organisation’s early
warning advisory system on new psychotropic
substances and their chemical structures in order
to exchange information and boost collaboration
between all countries in the fight against drugs.
The UNODC’s representative and head of the subregional office for the GCC tackled the elusiveness
of synthetic drugs traffickers, referring to how they
have changed the chemical structure of the “spice”
substance 113 times in one year, which constitutes a
challenge in the fight against this scourge.
For his part, Dr Amin Al Amiri, Assistant
Undersecretary for Medical Practices and Licensing,
recommended the strengthening of controls on the
companies dealing in precursor chemicals used in
making drugs, in collaboration with MoI. He also
called for strengthening control over registering
companies and factories dealing in those precursors
in the free zones of the country.

Al Sha’far: “The UAE is committed to eradicating
this scourge”
Lt General Saif Abdullah Al Sha’far,
Undersecretary at the Ministry of Interior, Had
inaugurated the two-day conference that was
attended by a number of experts and professionals
in the anti-drug sphere from various Arab and GCC
states, as well as UN representatives.
Al Sha’far underlined the UAE’s engagement
in the fight against drugs through the follow up of
the latest developments and the provision of all
the human, technical and material resources for
prevention bodies in the country to allow them to
perform their duties efficiently.
He added: “Hosting the conference in the UAE
reflects the vision and aspirations of the country’s
leadership to turn the UAE into one of the leading
countries in terms of security and safety. It also
confirms the world’s confidence in the outstanding
level our country has reached in organising scientific
conferences.”
Al Sha’far noted that the gimmicks used by
synthetic drug traffickers in order to sell them under
different names and combinations compel the UN to
modify drug lists, leading to a change in the state’s
list as well, in order to overcome this challenge.
He also pointed out MoI’s commitment to
establishing effective partnerships and promoting
cooperation, coordination, and communication with
various countries in the fight against drugs. He added
that combating this scourge is not an individual
responsibility; it is a collective mission that requires
concerted efforts and resources to fight this woe and
prevent it from threatening the safety and security of
our future generations and communities.
Lt General Al Sha’far noted that the UAE is
exerting considerable efforts to eradicate drugs and
the various types of crime, which represent multifaceted threats at the various social, economic and
security levels. He also stressed that the conference
complements the police leadership’s interest to
achieve further interaction and communication
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between anti-narcotic experts and other competent
authorities at the local, regional and international
levels, and to benefit from other countries’
experiences in early detection of new drugs and the
means to prevent them from spreading.
Conference Sessions
During the conference sessions, several papers
were presented. Martin Raithelhuber, from the
UNODC Laboratory and Scientific Section (LSS),
presented an overview of the developments in
the synthetic drugs market. For his part, Dr Amin
Hussain Al Amiri, Assistant Undersecretary for
Medical Practices and Licensing, presented a paper
on the efforts exerted by the Ministry of Health in
the UAE to cope with the new synthetic drugs and
psychotropic substances’ issue. Lt Sulaiman Al
Naqbi and Dr Abdul Hadi from the Forensic Evidence
Department at Abu Dhabi Police submitted a paper
on the role of forensic evidence in understanding the
synthetic drugs’ phenomenon.
In his paper, Dr Khalid Hamad Al Mohannadi,
Head of the Studies and Research Unit at the Qatarbased GCC-Criminal Information Centre to Combat
Drugs (GCC-CICCD), discussed the synthetic drugs
phenomenon in the Gulf region. Additionally, David
Bishop of the Anti-Narcotics Department at the
US Consulate in Dubai submitted a paper on the
trafficking of synthetic drugs in the Gulf region. The
UNODC Laboratory and Scientific Section (LSS)
at the Research and Trend Analysis Branch (RAB)
presented a second paper on new psychotropic
substances: challenges, phenomena, types and
dynamics. Finally, Dr Ibrahim Al Dabal, from the
Dubai Police Hemaya Centre, tackled the regional
response to the synthetic drugs’ phenomenon in the
GCC countries.
Dubai’s Customs, represented by the Customs
Intelligence Department, also took part in the
conference. Mohammed Musabeh Dahi, Senior
Manager at Dubai’s Customs submitted a paper
on the definition of psychotropic substances and
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synthetic drugs, including herbal formulae, bath salts
and lab reagents that threaten the public health. Dahi
explained that synthetic drugs are products made
of chemical substances that allow them to have the
same effect as the illegal drugs such as cannabis and
cocaine. These synthetic drugs come in the form of
powders and herbal pills, and are usually sold online
and in smoke shops. These drugs have different
names such as herbal formulae and bath salts.
On the second day of the conference, Dahi
submitted a paper on the efforts exerted by Dubai
Customs in preventing the spread of synthetic drugs
and psychotropic substances through the use of the
latest techniques such as the risk-assessment engine.
He also tackled the “spice” drug which consists of a
broad array of herbal substances that mimic the effect
of marijuana, and contain chemical substances.
This highly important conference focused on a
new drug problem that is raising concerns worldwide,
which is the spread of “legal highs”. These chemical
substances have negative effects on the human brain,
yet they are not covered by anti-narcotic laws and
are perfectly legal in most countries.
Nowadays, the world is submerged with chemical
substances and pills with extremely harmful effects
on the human brain, that are still sold as “research
chemicals”, “herbal supplements”, or “bath salts” to
sidestep regulations.
These drugs are used at an unprecedented rate in
some parts of the world, while their numbers keep
increasing. Until December 2013, the UNODC had
identified more than 340 types of these psychotropic
substances, relying on government and lab reports
worldwide. This number surpasses the 234
substances listed in international agreements on
drugs. In addition, the chemical derivatives of these
products, which have a relatively different chemical
structure but have the same effect, are countless and
they are increasing by the day.
In the Middle East and the Arab world, the
Captagon drug and its counterfeits are widely
misused even though they are illegal.

Called for a model Arab law and court to combat
hooliganism in sports stadia and sporting delinquencies

“Sports vs. Crime” Conference recommends creation
of awareness programmes to sway the community
away from radicalism and negative behaviour

The 5th edition of the International Sports vs. Crime – Sports without Delinquency Conference,
which was held in Dubai recommended the creation of awareness programmes in a way that ensures the
development of individuals and allows the practice of sports free of radicalism and negative behaviours.
It also called for an Arab sports court that would ensure the implementation of regulations and laws.
The conference was held under the patronage of
H.H Shaikh Hamdan bin Mohammad bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, chairman
of the executive council, chairman of Dubai
Sports Council. It called for applied programmes
that translate the results of scientific studies on
security, psychological and sports levels. It also

urged security agencies to activate quality training
for stadium security officers.
Participants in the conference expressed their
thanks and appreciation for the President, HH
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan and to HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE
Vice President and Prime Minister and Ruler of
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Dubai, and to HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai
and Chairman of the Executive Bureau, Chairman
of Dubai Sports Council, and HH Sheikh Mansour
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
The conference, organised by Dubai Police
General Headquarters, called for the need to offer
programmes and activities in security agencies
that embody the “Sports for All” slogan, in order
to encourage and promote communication between
the police sector and members of the community,
namely youths. The motion also included inmates
in correctional facilities, taking into consideration
successful international experiences in the domain.
At the conclusion of its sessions, the conference
stressed the need to dedicate more attention
for sports among people with disability and to
allow for their integration in various sports. The
recommendations also touched on activating the
role of the media in raising awareness in order to
counter hooliganism and violence in sports and
sports stadia.
The conference called for the creation of a
scientific journal to allow sports and security
researchers to present their ideas and experiences
and to tae stock of innovation in sports and sport
related crime fighting.
At the event’s conclusion, Major General
Abdulrahman Rafi announced that the next edition
of the conference was scheduled for January 17,
2017.
His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, President of Dubai
International Marine Club, inaugurated the
conference which was attended by representatives
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from 28 Arab and foreign countries, and featured
118 research papers.
In

his

keynote

speech,

Major

General

Abdulrahman Mohammed Rafi, the assistant chief
of Dubai Police for community service noted
that the conference aims to discuss international
experiences

and

applications

to

counter

delinquencies in the community and ways to
remedy them through sports, relying on scientific
studies.
He said Dubai Police, in previous years, was able
to eliminate violence in stadia once and for all and
that no incidents were recorded this year. He called
on the media to shoulder its responsibility and
contribute to the realisation of security objectives.
He noted that the media has the responsibility to
preach sportsmanship, for losing isn’t the end of
the world.
For his part, Maj. Gen. Mohammed Saeed
Al Marri, Dire ctor of the community service
administration at Dubai Police said that sports
aren’t limited to the competitive aspects, but have
other important roles, including the representation
of the country in foreign forums. He urged clubs
to find lecturers and specialists to teach players ,
especially younger ones, an give them educational
values on how to behave in sports and in everyday
life. He pointed out that the conference will
contribute to guide and promote the principles of
fair play and sportsmanship, and modifying antisocial behaviour and to identify the preventive and
therapeutic roel of sports to counter crime.

In line with its strategy to educate the public about emergencies and disasters

NCEMA Launches “Your Guide for Emergencies”

The National Emergency Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) has recently issued
an awareness guidebook titled “Your Handbook in Emergency Cases”, in line with the institution’s
strategy to educate the public about appropriate ways to respond to emergencies and disasters.
The handbook aims to help members of the public to be better prepared in the event of an
emergency and, thus, reduce the potential impact on their personal safety, on the safety of their loved
ones, and on the integrity of private and public property.
The handbook was launched at a news conference at NCEMA’s head office in Abu Dhabi, during
which His Excellency Saif Mohammed Al Shamsi, NCEMA’s Acting Deputy General Manager,
accompanied by department heads, briefed journalists on the new initiative and its goals.
Al Shamsi: Tips to Avoid Risks
“The launch of ‘Your Handbook in Emergency
Cases’ is in line with NCEMA’s strategic goal to spread
emergency-response literacy among all segments of
society, Emiratis and residents alike,” H.E. Al Shamsi
said. “This can be achieved by raising social awareness
and educating the public about appropriate ways to
respond to emergencies, thus preserving public safety
and national assets.”
The handbook offers a range of practical tips to
help members of the public avoid emergency-related
dangers, some of which could be life-threatening, H.E.
Al Shamsi said.
Such a resource, he added, is complementary to
NCEMA’s efforts to ensure preparedness in time
of crisis or emergency, while it also reaffirms the
institution’s eagerness to constantly maintain the
safety and well-being of all UAE residents.
“A mindful and responsible application of the
instructions included in the handbook,” H.E. Al
Shamsi noted, “is the first and critical step to preventing
danger before it happens, being prepared for it when it
happens, and knowing how to deal with its impact on
individuals and the community after it happens.”
H.E. Al Shamsi congratulated the handbook’s
production team, which is composed of members from
NCEMA and its main partners. The handbook will be

widely circulated and offered free of charge.
Al Yammahi: A Marketing and Outreach Plan
For his part, Nasser Mohammed Al Yammahi,
Director of the Media and Public Outreach
Department at NCEMA, described “Your Handbook
in Emergency Cases” as “the first of its kind” in terms
of its “comprehensiveness and detail”.
“It provides information regarding how best to deal
with a variety of emergencies, crises, and disasters
– whether natural or caused by humans – before,
during, and after they occur,” Mr Al Yammahi said.
“The handbook offers a step-by-step explanation of
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measures to be taken under a variety of circumstances
and in different places where the individual might be.”
This first edition of “Your Handbook in Emergency
Cases” is made available in both Arabic and English
so as to reach the widest possible audience in the UAE,
he noted.
“NCEMA intends to launch a marketing and
outreach plan to spread the content of the handbook
among institutions and individuals, and there is also
a plan to edit the handbook into high-impact TV
segments,” he added.
The handbook focuses on prevention, protection,
and appropriate response in the event of an emergency
or disaster, with the main aim of protecting individual
and public safety and minimising impact.
With preparedness being the first and vital line
of defence, the precise execution of the instructions
included in “Your Handbook in Emergency Cases”
will be key to the successful preservation of life and
property and, by extension, the preservation of the
nation and its assets.
Raising Public Awareness
The dissemination of the handbook is part of
NCEMA’s goals to raise awareness among members
of the public and to provide government entities with a
media product that delineates all aspects of prevention,
preparedness, and successful responsiveness to
emergencies and crises that might befall individuals
or the community at the workplace, at school, on the
street, in the neighbourhood, or at home.
“Your Handbook in Emergency Cases” also offers
useful tips and instructions for protecting personal
and collective property against a variety of dangers,
whether in peacetime or wartime, or in the event of
upheavals and disasters.
Six Chapters
The handbook is divided into six chapters. The first
one, focusing on natural disasters and power failures,
discusses the best ways to protect oneself from
lightning, floods, earthquakes, tidal waves, landslides,
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and power outages, as well as the best ways to choose
and stock up survival foods.
The second chapter, about facing war-related
emergencies, gives instructions on how to rationalise
the consumption of food, water, and fuel, and on how
to donate blood, react to public alarm systems, secure
shelters, and brace against attack.
The third chapter focuses on ways to protect against
acts of vandalism – including parcel bombs and threats
of chemical, biological, and radiological attacks – as
well as on measures to decontaminate affected people.
The fourth chapter explains first aid, the treatment
of burns and bone fractures, the transportation of
casualties, the protection against electric shocks, and
resuscitation of persons who had suffered heart arrest
or suffocation.
The fifth chapter mainly covers fire safety, providing
instructions on the use of extinguishers, fire-alarm
systems, and fire hoses, and warning of the risks of
handling stoves and other appliances.
Lastly, the sixth chapter is dedicated to persons with
special needs and the specific precautions that need
to be taken to enhance their safety and increase their
chances of rescue during an emergency.
A section on the “survival kit” is also included in
the handbook.

He confirmed that it is hard to predict oil
prices… pointed to encouraging signs of
restored balance in the market

His Excellency Suhail
bin Mohammed Faraj
Fares Al Mazrouei
Minister of Energy
To “
”

Our government plans
for 50 years ahead
The oil and gas sector in
the UAE is prospering.
We have one of the
world’s best oil industry
infrastructures
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HE Suhail bin Mohammed Faraj Fares Al
Mazrouei, Minister of Energy, said it isn’t easy to
predict trends in oil prices. However, he pointed
to "encouraging signs of restored balance in the
market." He said that there are signs to review and
reduce the the expected growth rate in production
from the United States this year. He added that this,
along with the geopolitical events in the region, and
the loss of additional quantities from Libya, due to
the current confrontation with the terrorist groups,
will speed up market recovery.
In an exclusive interview for Taware’e wa Azamat,
he stressed that the UAE government plans for 50
years ahead… and he pointed out that the Emirati
economy will centre around innovative people
who are loyal to the homeland and dedicated to its
development and the protection of its achievements.
He confirmed that this is a vision “that will make us
economically happy and strong, even when we are
sending out the very last oil shipment.”
His Excellency Al Mazrouei didn’t give
considerable weight to the negative effects of
dropping oil prices on the UAE’s economy. “Oil
accounts for approximately 25 per cent of the
gross national product. The state relies on a variety
of other sources of revenue especially with the
witnessed growth in such sectors as tourism, trade,
re-export and manufacture in addition to returns
from foreign investments.,” he explained.
The energy minister also stressed that the oil
and gas sector in the UAE is prosperous. "We
have one of the best infrastructures in the world
in this industry," he said and he added that "the
most important challenge facing us is the natural
gas quantities needed in the industry. We are a gas
importing country." He pointed out that the ministry
is currently working with electricity and water
authorities and companies operating in the sector, to
develop a strategy for the energy sector in the UAE:
"Emirates Energy Strategy 2030," to ensure the
diversity and sustainability of generation sources.
the Minister of Energy attributed the drop in oil
prices to declining global economic growth rates,
and surplus production in 2014 from oil shale fields
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in the United States. Another reason was the OPEC
decision not to cut production, and to maintain its
market share.
He pointed out that all producers are losing
profits, at current prices, and that the beneficiaries
are "all importers of oil and gas, the industrialised
countries which saw their economies slowing down
when oil prices were high, and the slowdown was
one of the reasons for a decline in demand, which
in turn led to a decline in oil prices."
UAE energy minister explained that OPEC,
which plays a significant role in ensuring the balance
of the market, wasn’t part of the problem of surplus
production, since its production level of 30 million
barrels hasn’t changed in the past four years. "The
availability of new technologies for the extraction
of shale oil, and reduced production costs, which
in turn led to dramatic discoveries in the United
States, the previous policy of the organisation was
no longer useful, and there was a need for a new

policy to meet the current situation, and maintain a
share of the global market,” he noted. And he went
on to add: "We are confident that any decision by
OPEC to reduce production will be offset by an
increase in production from other producers, and
will not achieve any guaranteed gains in prices."
His Excellency Suhail Al Mazrouei ruled out the
possibility of an alternative source of oil and gas
even by 2050, “but there will be other sustainable
complementary sources such as renewable and
clean energy,” he added.
On the issue of sustainable energy and the UAE
strategies in this domain, the Minister of Energy
announced that the Gulf Electricity Link Authority
is working on regulating the electricity exchange
process, which is currently done only upon
necessity. He explained that the process allowed
Gulf states to save billions of dollars as pre-link
interruptions were avoided. “Nothing impedes
exchange of energy by way of trade,” he noted.
Asked about the aim of the UAE hosting the
World Energy Conference 2019, His Excellency
said: "Through the conference, we aim to offer a
model for the UAE experience in the diversification
of energy sources in its various forms, as well as,
showcase our experiences and our innovations
in this area. We hope to achieve a lot before the
conference, to be able to share our success stories
with the rest of the world, as well as to learn from
the successes of others."
What did you excellency think of what HH
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan said
at the Government Summit about the UAE’s
determination to celebrate the export of the last
oil shipment 50 years from now?
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, meant to describe
our wise leadership’s vision and plans for the future,
led by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the President- may Allah protect him, and
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al

Maktoum, UAE Vice President and Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai.
Out government plans ahead for fifty years to
come, not just for five or ten years down the road.
The government will focus it planning arounf the
diversification of income sources and reducing reliance
on exports of oil and gas, so as to build a strong and
sustainable economy that would be resilient and able
to grow, regardless of the oil price variables.
The Emirati economy will centre around
innovative people who are loyal to the homeland
and dedicated to its development and the protection
of its achievements. This is a vision that will make
us economically happy and strong, even when we
are sending out the very last oil shipment.
How long will current crude oil prices last?
Is it possible to talk about a return to market
balance in the near future?
It is not easy to predict oil prices, but there are
encouraging signs of restored balance in the market.
During the second month of this year, we saw an
increase in the average price of Brent crude by about
20% compared to the first month of the year. There
are also signs that the US will review and reduce
the expected production growth rate this year,
which will speed up the recovery of the markets.
The geopolitical events in the region, and the loss
of additional quantities from Libya, because of the
current confrontation with terrorist groups, would
also contribute to accelerated recovery. But we must
at this stage be wary of any inaccurate or optimstic
statements, which could be used by speculators in
the market to achieve momentary rises that would
harm the desired balance. We are confident that the
market is able to recalibrate itself, but it will need
some time to absorb the excess supply quantities.
What were the main reasons for the drop in
prices in your opinion?
The main reasons for the fall in prices are known
and can be summarised in the following:
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1. The decline in global economic growth,
especially in China and India, from the expected
levels for 2014, which led to more supply over
demand for crude oil, and that led to an accumulation
of two million surplus barrels by the end of the year.
2. Oil production volumes, higher than the 2014
target, from oil shale fields in the United States,
and the lack of a mechanism to rein in growth by
investors since the US market is an open market.
3. The strength of the US dollar (the official
currency for oil trade) against other currencies.
4. OPEC decision not to cut production, and to
maintain its market share, which did not exceed an
average of 30 million barrels a
day in the previous four years.

we are experiencing will have positive effects that
will lead to a return of economic growth levels
to recovery, which could bring up demand on oil,
helping to recover prices too.
You Excellency asserted that the UAE will
not be affected by lower oil prices ... What are
strengths in the UAE economy?
Given the state’s gross national product, we find
that oil constitutes nearly 25% of GDP in view of
the diversity of sources of income and the growth of
tourism, trade and re-export and industrial sectors,
in addition to the returns of foreign investments.
The UAE has the largest sovereign funds in the
world, and it has been investing
oil revenues for decades.
Building a diverse economy
that doesn’t rely on one main
source leads to sustainable
beneficiaries are all growth and prosperity.

In previous statements you
said all parties are affected,
The
whether they belong to OPEC
oil and gad importers,
or they don’t. Who benefits
How do you rate the role
from the situation?
of
OPEC and its strategy to
these are industrial
This is true, all the producers
deal with the imbalance of
are losing profits at current
countries.
supply and demand in the oil
prices, but we must distinguish
markets, which led to a drop
between the price of the cost
in prices?
of production and the price
As stated previously, OPEC
required for the budgets of the
wasn’t part of the problem
producing countries. Looking
of surplus production; its
at the traditional oil producers, such as members of
production levels of 30 million barrels haven’t
OPEC, we find that the cost of production is very
changed in the past four years. The organisation's
low, compared to the cost of production of shale
policy in the past was based on its ability to control
oil. But the failure to diversify sources of income in
the price, by reducing or increasing the supply.
many countries, and the near-total dependence on
When, in 2008, it decided to reduce production by
oil exports drove the need to sell a high oil price, to
4.2 million barrels, that led to a rise in prices, and
avoid budget deficits.
the emergence of a strong competitor: shale oil,
which wouldn’t have been produced if prices didn’t
As for the beneficiaries, they are all importers
exceed $80 per barrel.
of oil and gas. These are industrial countries that
saw their economy slow down with elevated oil
With modern technology to extract shale oil,
prices, and the slowdown was one of the reasons
and reduce production cost, which in turn led to
for a decline in demand, which in turn led to a drop
dramatic discoveries in the United States, OPEC’s
old policy became obsolete, and there was a need
in oil prices.
for a new policy to meet the current situation,
Experts predict that the decline in prices that
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and maintain a share of the global market. OPEC
plays a significant role in the market balance, as it
commits to its share and collaborates with the rest
of the producers on the bases of the market and
competitiveness in production. We are confident
that any decision by OPEC to cut production will
be offset by an increase in production from the
rest of the producers, and will not achieve any
guaranteed gains in prices, as shale oil producers
announced their intention to pump an additional 4
million barrels by the year 2020, and that was at the
previous price levels before the drop.

in this industry. The new expansion in Ruwais
refinery, which added 417 thousand barrels per
day, brings up the total refining capacity in UAE
refineries to more than one million barrels per day.
Our companies in the petrochemical sector are
global competitors, and maintain alliances with
leading companies in the industry.
The most important challenge facing us is the
elevated quantities of natural gas needed in the
industry. We are a gas importing country, although we
export some quantities of LNG. Another challenge in
the industrial sector is the subsidisation of gas prices,
especially when compared to
the prices of LNG imported
by the electricity generating
OPEC decision
companies.

To what extent can other
energy sources be a viable
Any
alternative to oil?
to reduce production
We do not believe that there will
The UAE plays a leading
be a substitute for oil and gas, even
will not achieve any
role
in the investment in
by 2050, but there will be more
guaranteed
profits
in
the
renewable
energy sector
sustainable complementary sources,
in order to diversify its
such as renewable and clean
prices.
energy sources and ensure
energies. Oil is no longer a desirable
their security. What are the
source for electric power generation
efforts made to address the
for instance, and is being used more
We
don’t
believe
there
effects of climate change?
in the sectors of transportation and
Climate change is a global
petrochemical industries. Natural
will be a substitute for
phenomenon,
caused
by
gas has become the most suitable
oil and gas even by
the industrial revolution,
hydrocarbon source to generate
and especially the use of
electricity. There is a large growth
2050.
coal for power generation,
in energy demand, and the need to
and in industrial sectors.
find ways to innovate in reducing
In its capacity as the seat
production costs, with a focus on
of the International Renewable Energy Agency
rationalisation of consumption. The growth rate on
(IRENA), the UAE is considered one of the key
demand for oil and gas ranges between 1 and 1.5%
players in reducing the increase of greenhouse
per annum. Since these sources are prone to burnout,
gases, and investment in technology to stimulate
other complementary sources of energy must be found
investment in renewable energy projects, and
to meet that growth in demand.
work to reduce the cost, to allow them to become
a commercial competitor to traditional sources.
What are the prospects for the oil and gas
We have been focusing our efforts to address the
industry in the UAE? What are the most important
implications of climate change by adopting a policy
challenges facing the sector?
of diversification of energy sources, and the use of
low-emission natural gas, to be the main source of
The oil and gas sector in the UAE is prosperous.
electric power generation by 70-76%, as well as
We have one of the best infrastructures in the world
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investment in zero-emission energy projects, such
as nuclear power and renewable energy, at a rate
ranging between 24-30% by 2021.
Energy sustainability is a major concern
for most world countries. What are the UAE’s
strategy in this area?
The ministry is currently working with electricity
and water authorities and companies operating in the
sector to develop a strategy for the energy sector in
the UAE: "Emirates Energy Strategy 2030," to ensure
the diversity and sustainability of generation sources.
We are also working to find new projects to increase
natural gas import capacity via the project to expand
Dolphin Energy's capacity line, as well as investment in
the construction of a port to import and vaporise LNG,
which will be implemented by the UAE Liquefied
Gas Company. Both projects will provide additional
quantities to ensure the sustainability of the offer.
In light of the UAE’s plans to increase its
production capacity to 3.5 million barrels per
day by 2017, what is your assessment of the
effects of low prices at this level?
The project to increase export capacity is a
strategic project for the state that will ensure its
global competitiveness as an oil exporter. As the
world is witnessing a growth in demand, estimated
at about one million barrels per year, there will be
a future need for this capability. The state will not
necessarily produce all of its production capacity,
but, by possessing the ability, it can play a pivotal
role in the balance of supply and demand in the event
of geopolitical crises. As for the current prices, we
don’t believe that they are sustainable, and they will
not continue at these levels at the completion of the
project in 2017.
The Ministry of Energy is working on outlining
the general strategy for the energy sector and water
security 2030. Tell us about the strategy.
The strategy aims to develop a plan to diversity
energy sources at levels that provide us with
sustainability, and ensure preservation of resources,
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and avoid the current exaggerated wastage. The
strategy will include the renewable energy sector,
which has become a business partner and a
competitor in the electricity and water desalination
sectors. The aim is also to create laws and legislation
to streamline and encourage initiatives.
The UAE will host the Global Energy
Conference in 2019. What will the conference’s
title be? What will be the main themes?
The Global Energy Conference is the largest
global gathering of decision-makers in the field of
energy. On its sidelines, energy ministers meet to
discuss best practices and laws, which lead to the
sustainability of the energy and water sectors. The
conference is held every three years, and this is the
first time an Arab or African country wins the bid
to host it.
We aim to present a model of the UAE experience
in the diversification of energy sources in its various
forms, as well as offer our experiences and our
innovations in this area. And we hope to achieve a
lot before the date of the conference, to be able to
share our success stories with the world, as well as
to learn from the successes of others.
Now that all GCC countires are linked with
with Oman’s participation last November,
when will energy exchange between the GCC
countries actually start?
The Gulf Electricity Link Authority is working on
regulating the electricity exchange process, which
is currently done only upon necessity. The process
allowed Gulf states to save billions of dollars as pre-link
interruptions were avoided. Nothing impedes exchange
of energy by way of trade, but the authority’s role is
strictly to coordinate, until commercial agreements are
signed. There are ongoing discussions among member
countries over the issue, but no agreements to buy
electricity have been signed to date.

In
Confrontation
We In a record-breaking feat

Dubai Ambulance Services Achieve Response Time
of Under Two Minutes
Dubai Corporation for Ambulance Services (DCAS), the provider of emergency ambulance services
and patient and casualty transportation across the Emirate of Dubai, has set a new response-speed
record by reducing to under two minutes the time it takes its medics to reach an emergency patient or
accident casualty. According to international statistics, the conventional response time is eight minutes.
DCAS’s efficiency has earned it the recognition
of the management of Terminal 3 at the Dubai
International Airport, which praised the organisation
for the quality and promptness of its response
to emergencies and for rescuing many patients,
including several who had suffered sudden heart
attacks.
“In just a few years, DCAS has achieved
great accomplishments in healthcare, acquiring
international repute and a notable presence,

which has qualified it to win many awards and
recognitions,” said Nader Khamis Al Muhairi, head
of the airports and ports section at the organisation.
Attributing DCAS’s strength to its highly trained
staff and quality of service delivery, Mr Al Muhairi
noted that the innovative ideas proposed by the
organisation’s young Emirati staff have contributed
markedly to its present success.
“This reinforces our ambition to become the
world’s number one in the coming years,” he added.
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DCAS has about 75 stations across the emirate,
with a fleet of more than 200 ambulances.
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Ban Ki-moon commends the UAE’s substantial humanitarian aid efforts
to help distressed populations

Mohammed bin Zayed: Our approach firmly supports
the humanitarian work of the United Nations

wam
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces, outlined the approach of the UAE under the wise leadership of President
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in supporting humanitarian action implemented by
the UN. He remarked that the UAE is considered a key partner of international organisations in providing
humanitarian and developmental assistance to nations in need.
His Highness received UN Secretary General Ban
Ki-moon at the Sea Palace on the sidelines of the
Government Summit 2015. He explained that “the
UAE makes its own efforts and undertakes initiatives
and programmes to alleviate the suffering of peoples
distressed by wars and disasters”.
His Highness and the UN Secretary General
discussed a number of international and humanitarian
issues that are a concern for the international
community as well as global changes in the field of
government development.
They touched on ways to enhance cooperation
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between the United Arab Emirates and the United
Nations in the field of developmental and humanitarian
assistance and aid granted to nations and peoples to
help them in times of hardship, particularly that which
is caused by wars and conflicts.
They also tackled initiatives and projects undertaken
by the United Nations to relief the stricken and
refugees, discussing material, logistical and security
obstacles that prevent the completion of such projects.
Ban Ki-moon praised the UAE's efforts in
supporting the UN organisations and the aid it provides
to the needy people in different parts of the world.

Memorandum of Understanding signed between the Emirates Red Crescent and the
Dukedom of Westminster

Hamdan Bin Zayed: humanitarian work around the
world faces considerable challenges, particularly in
assisting displaced people and refugees
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler's Representative in the Western Region
and chairman of Emirates Red Crescent Authority (ERC) remarked that humanitarian work is facing
great challenges, particularly in assisting displaced people and refugees in all countries.
He noted that the ERC was never far from
world events and developments. Early on the
ERC recognised the importance of strengthening
partnerships with its international counterparts in the
field of humanitarian work and has taken large strides
towards establishing numerous partnerships with
global and international humanitarian organisation,
particularly United Nations organisations and
specialised agencies. Such has given way to
considerable change in ERC developmental
programmes and projects, allowing it to stand by the
displaced and refugees.
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al
Nahyan had witnessed the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) by and between the ERC,
represented by Dr Hamdan Musallem Al Mazrouei,
and the Dukedom of Westminster, represented by
Gerald Grosvenor at Al Nakheel Palace in Abu
Dhabi. The MoU aims to ensure cooperation between
both parties in the field of charity and humanitarian
work. Sheikh Hamdan remarked that the MoU paves
the way to a new era of partnership and cooperation
between both parties.
For his part, the Duke of Westminster extended
thanks to Sheikh Hamdan for his interest and
support for all activities of the ERC. He stressed the
pioneering role played by the UAE and the ERC in
particular, through local, regional and international
initiatives. He noted that the MoU reflects the
commitment of both parties to enhance their fruitful
partnership and maintain the level of coordination
between them in all fields. He observed that the MoU
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is deemed an international agreement that aims to
serve future generations. It is a key step on the path
of cooperation between both families away from
politics, to serve humanity and elevate its status and
identify overall requirements.
Earlier Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan
received Gerald Grosvenor, Duke of Westminster,
who was visiting the UAE. He praised the historical
ties of friendship and cooperation between the UAE
and the United Kingdom, that are experiencing
further growth and development at different
levels. During the meeting they reviewed ways of
developing bilateral cooperation between the two
friendly countries in all fields, particularly trade,
investment and humanitarian action.
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In a statement by the Minister of State for Foreign Affairs at the UN Security Council

UAE Plans to Form International Contact Group to
Combat Extremism

The United Arab Emirates has announced a plan to launch a political initiative that would see the
formation of an international contact group to combat extremism.
Presented by Dr Anwar Gargash, the UAE Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs, during an open debate on
maintaining international peace and security at the
UN Security Council, the initiative aims to strengthen
efficient, strategic international dialogue and
cooperation, as well as elaborate and disseminate best
practices and solutions in the fight against extremism.
In his statement, titled “Contemplating History
and Reaffirming Commitment to the Objectives and
Principles of the United Nations’ Charter”, Dr Gargash
said the initiative would support the efforts of the
international coalition in the fight against the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). It will also back
UN efforts towards joint international action against
similar threats, in accordance with the principles of
justice and international law, as specified in the UN
Charter.
Dr Gargash called on the international community
to consider the most suitable joint actions that would
enhance the United Nations’ preparedness to deal with
increasingly complex security challenges around the
world. The minister stressed the importance – which
he said has never been more urgent – of “boosting
the capabilities and efficiency of the United Nations
and the Security Council in order to overcome those
challenges”.
Dr Gargash offered three observations to bolster
international action in this regard. Firstly, the
Security Council should increase its consultation and
coordination with concerned states to prevent conflict,
he noted. This would make the Security Council more
effective and inclusive, especially of the countries most
affected.
Secondly, Dr Gargash called for greater involvement
of, and support for, regional organisations, describing
their role in conflict resolution as “essential” and citing
Chapter 8 of the UN Charter, which urges the Security
Council to seek peaceful solutions to internal conflicts
through regional organisations.
Thirdly, the minister underlined the human cost of
drawn-out deliberations and international inaction,
particularly with regard to the Syrian crisis, which has
so far made 11 million people homeless; the Palestinian
cause which, still being unresolved, perpetuates the
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suffering of the Palestinian people inside and outside
their occupied country and has serious repercussions
of the whole world; and the Yemen crisis, which has
spiralled into unprecedented levels of gravity.
After touching on the situation in Yemen, Libya,
Syria, Egypt, and Occupied Palestine, Dr Gargash
noted the UAE’s participation – among 60 member
states of the international anti-ISIL coalition – in
the White House Summit on Countering Violent
Extremism, during which the coalition announced
strategic advances on the ground.
Dr Gargash also commended UN efforts in
countering extremism, including the UN Security
Council’s adoption of resolution 2199, motioned by
Russia, to cut off financial supplies to terrorist groups,
and resolutions 2170 and 2178 regarding the flows of
foreign fighters, in addition to other legal decisions
related to the banning of extremists’ messaging on
social media.
Calling for urgent, coordinated international action,
Dr Gargash said such efforts should be aligned with
other important UN initiatives, especially those linked
to anti-terrorism.
In the conclusion of his statement, the minister
underlined the importance of supporting public
policies that seek to effectively combat extremism,
through multi-party, multi-faceted social, economic,
and political processes.

with smart city agendas that will come to completion by 2020

Abu Dhabi and Dubai rank among the five
happiest cities in the world

Officials in the technology and telecommunications sector in the United Arab Emirates predicted that Abu
Dhabi and Dubai will be in the top five of the happiness index by 2020, as their agendas to transform into
smart cities come to completion. They considered that the shift to smart cities is the shortest way to raising
levels of happiness among individuals. They stressed that the UAE truly possesses smart cities at the level
of telecommunications infrastructure and smart phone applications that contribute to facilitating access to
government services.
During a session entitled “From smart governments
to smart cities: the journey to the future” held during
the recent Government Summit, officials have
downplayed concerns raised bout the system in place
for the preservation of big data in these smart cities,
which will affect the trust of the public in such services
should these systems be hacked. They highlighted the
strict measures implemented by authorities in these
cities to protect such data against hacking, explaining
that the biggest challenge posed by accelerating the
transition to a smart cities system is the difficulty of
changing the culture of various social categories in
their dealing with technology.
Moderated by journalist Richard Quest from
CNN, the panel featured speakers such as Ahmad
bin Byat, Chairman of the Emirates Integrated
Telecommunications Company PJSC (Du) and Rashed
bin Lahej Al Mansouri, Director General of the Abu
Dhabi Systems and Information Centre. It touched on
the readiness of the United Arab Emirates to transition
to the smart city model. Bin Byat said that “our
smart city is one which is futuristic, but which is also
economically and socially sustainable. It provides a
platform for sustainability, but is about something more
human than just gadgets and systems”. He stressed that
the UAE already has many of the fundamentals, as
smart cities include infrastructure and smart services
under one and the same umbrella.
With regard to data protection, Bin Byat said that
remarked that anything connected to the Internet is
open to hacking and this leads to major problems as
individual data is a big responsibility and must be
protected. Making basic information available for
everyone is fundamental to the success of a smart
city. He considered that “ implementation is the
biggest challenge when it comes to building smart
cities, specially if we are to ensure the effectiveness of
provided services, but such is not an impossibility”. He
spoke of the future smart services that will be provided
by smart cities, depicting cities where every individual
will possess a device that will organize his daily life,

scheduling times to take medication or measuring
individual fuel consumption.
As for Rashed Al Mansouri, he said that smart cities
must have dynamic infrastructures so as to respond to
user demands and we consider UAE cities to be smart
at the level of telecommunications and based on the fact
that we listen to users and cater to their requirements.
We receive reports and feedback from the public and
immediately work to solve the problems we face and
this is part of what makes a smart city.
He noted that the most important challenge
smart cities face is changing the culture of people in
dealing with technology and adapting to its changes.
This requires governments to update and modernize
policies. He stressed that establishing smart cities
increases levels of happiness and if we manage UAE
cities the right way by involving people and listening
to their expectations, they will lead happier lives and
our country will be able to achieve a high ranking in the
happy planet index.
Quest presented a number of models of multiples
countries, cities and governments that have used smart
services to switch into smart cities and he stressed that
it is important for Dubai to take advantage of such
experiences as it prepares to host such major event as
Expo 2020.
He explained that the first objectives of the Dubai
Plan 2021is to increase levels of happiness among
individuals to be part of the top ten in the happiness
index, adding that Costa Rica is currently the happiest
country in the world.
The moderator closed the session by asking
participants what their expectations were towards Abu
Dhabi and Dubai making it to the top five cities in the
happiness index by 2020. They all stressed that such
may indeed occur before the 2020 deadline, as the
two cities have accomplished great achievements to
transform into smart cities where levels of happiness
are on the rise.
Issue 12

43

UAE is second most frequent user of this technology worldwide,
and top user in the Middle East

The UAE Uses Robot in Cardiac Catheterisation
The Ministry of Health in the United Arab Emirates has successfully conducted robotassisted cardiac catheterisations, firmly establishing the country as the most frequent user of this
technology in the Middle East.
His Highness Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, presented the success story of the
catheterisation robot “Corindus”, among
other Emirati success stories in the field
of innovation, during the third edition of
the Government Summit, which was held
in Dubai last February under the theme of
“Shaping Future Governments”. Sheikh
Mansour said Dr Arif Al Nouriani was the first
Emirati surgeon to use the robot.
The Government Summit was attended by
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of
the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces.
Health Ministry officials announced earlier that
a series of robot-assisted cardiac catheterisations
had been performed successfully on Emirati and
expatriate patients in the UAE, aged between 49
and 79. This makes the UAE the second most
frequent user in the world of this type of robot in
delicate surgeries.
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Latest Technology Available

Robots assisting in delicate surgeries are at the
cutting edge of technology. In September 2014,
the UAE Ministry of Health announced that it had
started to use robots in extremely delicate cardiac
catheterisations, performing nine such surgeries
successfully in two months. Robot-assisted
catheterisation in the UAE was inaugurated on
July 24, 2014 at Al Qasimi Hospital in Sharjah, as
part of a Dh52-million healthcare-development
programme funded by His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President.
Dr Arif Al Nouriani, a cardiology consultant
at the ministry, said the robot performs cardiac
catheterisations under the supervision of a highly
competent doctor. Dr Al Nouriani explained that
the robot has a range of features, including high

accuracy in the cultivation of micro stents, and
precise movement – and no trembling fingers –
within extremely confined spaces. (Trembling
fingers are one potential flaw in human surgeons,
especially when they are tired.)
The robot is equipped with a high-sensitivity
arm that can move with heightened caution
inside the human body, causing the least possible
damage to cells and tissue on its way, Dr Al
Nouriani said. With robotic assistance, the degree
of pain the patient would normally experience
during the surgery is reduced, a factor that
decreases potential complications and speeds up
the patient’s recovery, he added.
Serious Competition to Humans

Tasks that were once deemed too far-fetched
for a non-human to perform have become
commonplace. That is the case of the robot,
which has become something of a competitor
to its own creator in a variety of fields, from the
most perilous to the most tedious, from the job of

a nurse to that of an office boy.
Robots are now performing precision duties
in many hospitals around the world, including
the administration of automatic injections, with
a capacity to prepare 300 syringes per hour, and
with a higher level of accuracy than a human
nurse.
This is part of the reason why leading medical
centres in advanced nations are racing to build and
enhance robots that can perform surgery and look
after patients, which opens up the possibility for
these machines to replace human doctors in the
foreseeable future. In this scenario, the patient will
be the only human being in the operating room, as
human surgeons, nurses, and anaesthesiologists
would be replaced by robots.
Experts are seriously considering this option,
citing the recurrence of blunders that surgeons
make, whether due to trembling fingers, usually
blamed on fatigue after long hours in the operating
room, or due to negligence, in such instances
as forgetting a towel or a pair of scissors
inside the patient’s stomach.
The Future Is Robotic

Doctors have not had any complaint so
far about the performance of the “robotic
surgeon”, an implicit confirmation that the
future of surgery would probably be in the
hands of robots.
A quarter of a century since the
beginning of research into smart surgery,
high-performance “robotic surgeons”
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are now available on the market. Thousands
of patients around the world have undergone
robot-assisted surgeries, and engineers are still
enhancing the technology to increase their
reliability and versatility.

Dusseldorf, Germany, featured a simulation of
a “robotic surgeon” nicknamed “da Vinci” that
is capable of reducing the time of surgery by 30
per cent and making incisions in areas that are
inaccessible to human surgeons.

At present, robots are able to send 3-D imagery
from inside the human body to assist supervising
surgeons in performing clean, high-precision
operations on any part of the patient’s body.

An assistant robot like “da Vinci” would allow
a surgeon to perform “telesurgery”, meaning that
the human surgeon would be able to, for instance,
remove a malign tumour from the body of a
patient while the two are thousands of miles apart.
Astronauts spending extended periods of time in
outer space could potentially benefit from this
capability, and so do soldiers drafted overseas.

In an attempt to go even more nano but without
compromising efficiency, engineers are trying to
reduce the size of the robot’s parts and its energy
consumption, and are conducting further research
into its mechanics to increase its reliability and
cut its costs.
While researchers do not yet assert that the
robot could replace the human surgeon, they
do affirm that artificial intelligence is capable
of significantly enhancing the precision and
efficiency of existing surgery processes. They
also argue that the human surgeon cannot match
the precision and capacity of robotic sensors. (The
robot comes in to perform some of these more
difficult tasks and provide accurate information as
the surgery progresses, complementing the vision
and intuitions of the human surgeon.)
What experts agree on is that the robot will
definitely play an essential role in surgeries in the
future, with the human surgeon mainly ensuring
supervision.
‘da Vinci’ Operations From Space

In November 2014, the Medica trade fair in

46 April 2015

The type of telesurgery that is actually practiced
today takes place inside operating rooms at
hospitals, and usually consists in a human surgeon
controlling a robot with four, free-moving arms,
tipped with tongs and scalpels and fitted with a
nano-camera that relays video imagery from
within the patient’s body. The surgeon would be
seated at the control board a few metres from the
operating table, manipulating the robot by moving
two handles on the control board, without coming
into direct contact with the patient.
Being non-invasive, robot-assisted surgery
reduces the degree of pain felt by the patient,
moderates the potential complications from the
incisions, and lowers the amount of bleeding,
thus creating favourable conditions for a speedier
recovery.
According to a study by the University Hospital
in Dresden, Germany, investing in robotic surgery
requires a huge capital.

