National and Reserve Service
Honour.. Loyalty.. Sacrifice
A historic day it was indeed, the day the UAE’s
young men and women answered the call of duty and
enrolled at the National and Reserve Service camps, as
per the law issued by HH the president Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan last June.
In joining the National and Reserve Service, the UAE
youth express a sincere sense of belonging, unflinching
loyalty and willingness to sacrifice for the defence of
homeland security, prosperity and dignity. They prove
to one and all that the homeland is truly united and that
young generations under Khalifa recognise the value
of their country, cherish their leader and tackle their
obligations head-on.
They came in droves from all across the country to
stand proudly at the gates of the five training centres that
the National and Reserve Service Authority indicated
for them. They were there driven by the urge to give
back to their homeland and to express gratitude to their
ever-watchful wise leadership as it strives to guarantee
prosperous living conditions and to provide the best
opportunities for Emirati nationals by offering them
the best living, social and economic conditions, all the
while arming them with education and knowledge.
It was called the “national” service rather than the
“compulsory” service for a reason. In fact, it was the
recruits’ love for their nation which had them rushing
to registration centres, where, under the banner of “One
Country for All”, they enthusiastically competed for
the chance to contribute to the country’s strength and
security.
Five thousand young citizens have joined the ranks
of national service fully aware of the righteousness of
their decision. They are deeply mindful of the positive
effects national service would have on enhancing
their experience, shaping their character, heightening
their self-confidence and sharpening their discipline
and commitment, in addition to invaluable military,
organisational, managerial and leadership skills that
would support them in their life’s journey and motivate
them to be forerunners in defending the homeland, its
national unity, its resources and its accomplishments.

Training that the recruits would receive isn’t
limited to military combat skills. They would receive
various cultural and knowledge skills that include time
management, commitment and discipline. They would
be initiated in the importance of volunteering and
providing relief in emergencies, crises and disasters.
National service is an opportunity for recruits to
demonstrate creativity and reap maximum benefits
from their capabilities and efforts,
These incentives aren’t restricted to recruits in
military camps. Their parents and loved ones, too, who
accompanied them as they reported for registration and
enrolment, were overjoyed as they proudly watched
their children, the country’s youth, embark on a journey
to become valuable assets for the homeland and for the
future. In the words of late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, “I believe in youth… they abound with
enthusiasm” and “The country recognises its loyal
citizens and is proud of them, just as are their parents
and their tribes.”
The ultimate goal of the National and Reserve
Service isn’t to increase the number of troops in the
Armed Forces or the number of arm-bearers, although
they would be called for duty when necessary… but
to establish generations of young men and women
armed with national values, principles and knowledge
that would shield them against destructive beliefs
and movements. Thus, they would become an
impregnable fort against hostile movements and would
be able to assume their responsibilities away from any
dependency, indifference or false appearances.
Vigilant young men and women, who are devoted
to their homeland and to their people as well as to the
teachings of their religion and their civilisation, who
must bear the patriotic values and principles of the
Armed Forces, are an essential basis for enhanced social
coherence, popular unity and solidarity. They are a vital
element in the journey towards more development and
they, too, have an important role to play in ensuring the
country’s sustainability, stability and security.
God save the homeland, our leaders and may the
bliss of security always be upon us.
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With punishments ranging from 5 year prison terms to execution

Khalifa issues federal anti-terrorism law
HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the UAE President, issued a federal anti-terrorism law that
sets harsh punishments according to crimes type, perpetrators and effect on security and stability.
The new law reflects “the UAE’s commitment to its international obligations towards combating
terrorism and criminalising all terrorism forms around the world, and preventing terrorists and their
financiers and supporters from receiving money, weapons and safe haven. As the state is an integral part
of the international community and in view of the continued propagation of terrorism, which became an
international phenomenon that threatens the internal and international communities, a comprehensive
review and update of the anti-terrorism law and its sanctions was in order to keep up with internal and
international developments.”
closed session on July 21st. The law is based on the
pre-existing anti-terrorism law of 2004.
The federal law consists of 70 articles and covers
areas not included in the 2004 law. The first article
consisted of definitions to terms and expressions
included in it. The second article focused on the
types of crimes that are subject to the provisions of
this law. Article 3 and 4 classify crimes and victims,
and list the rules for the application of the law in
terms of time and place. Article 5 through 18 listed
the sanctions for terrorist crimes that range from
imprisonment to capital punishment.

From 5 year prison terms to capital punishment
Federal law no. 7 of 2014 sets harsh sanctions
that range between 5 year prison terms, as a
minimum, for suspects that engage in terrorist acts
or cooperate with terrorist organisations, and the
death sentence for perpetrators of terrorist crimes
against the UAE, its interests, assets and citizens.
The law was passed from the Federal Government
to the Federal National Council for consideration
and approval. It was passed in an extraordinary
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Terrorist Threats
Articles 19 to 21 are dedicated to terrorist threats.
Articles 22 to 27 revolve around crimes related to
organised terrorism. Articles 28 and 29 classify
crimes of conspiracy to commit terrorist actions.
Articles 30 and 31 address crimes of financing
terrorism and articles 32 to 34 classify terrorism
supporting crimes. Article 35 addresses promotion
of terrorism.
Articles 36 to 39 address terrorism-related
crimes. Article 41 addresses all terrorist crimes
stipulated in other laws. Articles 41 to 63 deal with
substantive provisions and special crimes. The
remaining articles deal with administrative antiterrorist measures.

Crimes and corresponding sanctions
The federal anti-terrorism law identifies terrorist
crimes and the corresponding sanctions. It sets the
death sentence to anyone found guilty of attacking
or endangering the life of the President, Vice
President or any of the Rulers and their families.
The death sentence applies whether the perpetrator
committed the crime or was about to commit it.
A life sentence punishment is given to anyone
who resorts to violence or threats of violence to
force the President, the Vice President, the Prime
Minister, a Minister, the Chairman of the FNC or
any of its members to perform or to abstain from
performing an action under its power.
International Protection
The law provides for capital punishment or life
imprisonment for anyone who attempts or initiates
an attack against a person that is granted international
protection. Capital punishment is warranted in
case the crime was committed. Imprisonment for
a minimum of seven years to life is the sanction
for kidnap, holding someone hostage, detainment
or deprivation of liberty by any means for terrorist
purposes.
State safety
According to the law, shall be punished by death
or life imprisonment anyone who committed or
abstained from carrying out an action, which – by
nature or by context – jeopardises the stability,
safety, unity, sovereignty or security of the state,
or contradicts the basic principles of the ruling
system in the state, or is aimed at overthrowing
or overtaking the regime or unlawfully disable
provisions of the Constitution, or prevent a state
institution or a public authority from exercising
its duties, or cause harm to national unity or social
peace.
Transportation
Shall be punished by life imprisonment anyone

who hijacks a means of air, land and water transport
for terrorist purposes. The penalty shall be death
or life imprisonment in case such actions were to
result in injury to anyone or in case the perpetrator
forcefully and violently resisted public authorities
while performing their jobs in regaining control of
the hijacked means of transport. The penalty shall
be death in case the crime leads to fatalities.
A life sentence shall be given to anyone who
deliberately causes damage or malfunction
and endangers a means of transport and shall
be punished by life imprisonment anyone who
produces, prepares, imports, exports, possesses or
transports non-conventional weapons for terrorist
purposes.
Unconventional weapons
Shall be punished by death or life imprisonment
anyone who smuggles or steals or acquires by
violence or threats or by means of deception, fraud
or blackmail unconventional weapons to be used
for terrorist purposes. The law provides for capital
punishment or life imprisonment for possession
with intent to use of unconventional weapons. The
penalty for the same crime would be death in case
the suspect uses any of the aforementioned weapons
for terrorist purposes.
Membership in terrorist organisations
A 10-year minimum prison term is the penalty
the law sets for public declaration of non-allegiance
to the state’s leadership or hostility towards the state
and the ruling system.
As for organised terrorism, the law stipulates that
shall be punishable by death or life imprisonment
anyone who creates, establishes, organises, manages
or leads a terrorist organisation. The court shall rule
in favour of dissolving the organisation in question
and closing all of its locations and premises. A
penalty of 10 years to life shall be issued to anyone
who coerced or incited others to join or participate
or stay in a terrorist organisation. And shall be
punishable by death anyone who establishes or
Issue 10
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Funding terrorism
manages a centre for training for terrorist activity.
The court shall rule in favour of dissolving the
According to the law, shall be punished by
centre in question and closing all of its locations.
imprisonment from 10 years to life anyone found
Shall be punished by temporary imprisonment
guilty of offering, collecting, raising or facilitating
for a maximum of 10 years anyone found guilty
funding to be used partly or entirely to perpetrate
of promoting, praising – verbally or in writing or
a terrorist crime, and anyone found guilty of
by any other means – a terrorist
offering, collecting, raising or
organisation or a terrorist crime
facilitating funding for a group
or a known terrorist.
or an individual with prior
“The
law
reaffirms
the
knowledge that the funds in
Shall be punished by
questions would be used for
UAE’s commitment to its
imprisonment for a maximum
terrorist purposes.
of 10 years anyone found
international pledge to
guilty of acquiring, directly
Cooperation with terrorist
fight terrorism, confront
or indirectly, any publication
organisations is punishable by
or recording that include
it and criminalise it, and
imprisonment from 5 years
promotion or recruitment for a
to life. The sanction becomes
to prevent terrorists
terrorist organisation or crime
the death penalty in case the
or for a terrorist, in case these
and their financiers
perpetrator is a member of the
materials were prepared for
armed forces, the police or
and supporters from
distribution.
security forces and has received
accessing funds, weapons
The law empowers the
military or security training.
Cabinet, upon a proposal from
or even a safe haven.”
Shall be punished by life
the Minister of Presidential
imprisonment or death anyone
Affairs, to issue a decision to
found guilty of providing
create a list or lists of terrorist
conventional or unconventional
organisations or persons that endanger the state.
weapons or any other substances that may be
harmful, to terrorist organisations or individuals
Prohibited meetings
with prior knowledge that these weapons or
The law prohibits holding meetings or gatherings
substances would be used for terrorist purposes.
anywhere on the state’s territories with a terrorist
The law also provides punishment for helping an
group or with terrorists. The public authority shall
arrested or convicted terrorist to escape.
be entitled to resolve the meeting or gathering in
question by use of force when necessary. Shall
Failure to report terrorist crimes
be punishable by temporary to life imprisonment
A prison term of a maximum of 10 years is given
anyone found guilty of taking part in preparing for
to
anyone
found guilty of failing to report a terrorist
such meetings or gatherings.
crime or scheme to the competent authorities.
A life sentence shall be given to anyone found
Special exemption is granted to the criminal’s
guilty of working for or communicating with a
spouse and relatives.
foreign country or for a terrorist organisation or
A prison penalty of no more than 5 years shall
individual or anyone working on their behalf.
be issued to anyone found guilty of intentionally
Capital punishment shall be given in case the crime,
reporting a false terrorist crime.
subject of communication, was committed.
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Deadly virus has spread in West Africa with a death toll of more than 3,439 people

UAE free from Ebola

WHO declares a ‘state of emergency’ to combat Ebola outbreak
Doctors Without Borders: The disease is out of control
Just as the world started to breathe a sigh of relief from the threat of Corona virus, a new state of panic
ensued over yet another disease: Ebola.
The epidemic has spread drastically throughout four West African countries: Guinea, Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Nigeria, leading the World Health Organization (WHO) to declare an “international health
emergency.” Doctors Without Borders (MSF) also asserted that the outbreak is out of control.
In the UAE, the Ministry of Health announced
that the country is Ebola-free and that it is taking
preventive and precautionary measures in line with
the WHO’s regulations to prevent the disease’s
entry to the country. The UAE is not at risk, affirmed
Dr. Amin Al Amiri, Assistant Undersecretary of
the Ministry for the Public Health Policies and
Licensing and Ministry spokesman. Nevertheless,
the UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs has warned its
citizens from traveling to the four African countries.
A containable disease
In mid-September, WHO announced that the

outbreak has spread and is the worst since the
discovery of the first Ebola human infection case 40
years ago. The organisation reported that the Ebola
death toll has reached 3439 out of 7429 known
cases, in addition to 142 new recorded cases, as
well as 77 deaths in the four countries where the
virus broke out.
“This is not something to turn around overnight,
it is not going to be easy,” said Dr. Keiji Fukuda,
WHO’s Assistant Director-General for Health
Security. But, he asserted that it is possible to stop
this outbreak, if right steps and measures were
taken dealing with infected
people, adding that “it is not a
mysterious disease and it spreads
from person to person. It is not an
airborne virus.”
Meanwhile, many experts
deem it unlikely that the epidemic
would be brought under control
this year. The president of MSF
urged WHO to intensify efforts
in this regard, as Reuters reported
him saying that the “fight against
Ebola was being undermined by
a lack of international leadership
and emergency management
skills.”
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with the leaders of Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra
Leone to review the situation and adopt common
strategies to eradicate the disease from the region.
The heads of state and government of the Mano
River Union, including Ivory Coast, Guinea, Liberia
and Sierra Leone, pledged in a joint declaration to
offer additional resources to fight the outbreak.

WHO: Way bigger than previously thought
In mid-August, WHO said that the magnitude
of the epidemic is “way bigger than previously
thought,” while many African countries admitted
that they don’t have the capabilities to halt Ebola’s
spread.
The WHO announced in a statement that the
epidemic continues to surge in West Africa and is
likely to go on spreading for some time. It pointed
out that its action plan to respond to the epidemic
will cover the next six months, emphasising that it
coordinated efforts for an increased international
response to fight this outbreak.
In its statement, the WHO reported that “there is
no need to place travel or trade bans over the virus.”
Despite the spread of the disease, the organization’s
field team asserts that the number of cases and
deaths is decreasing.
The Director-General of WHO Dr. Margaret
Chan, called the international community to provide
the West African countries with the necessary
support “on the most urgent basis possible”. She
stated that the “countries affected to date simply do
not have the capacity to manage an outbreak of
this size and complexity on their own,” stressing
that West African countries “cannot face Ebola by
themselves.”
International and national measures
Dr. Chan has visited Guinea and held meetings
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International health emergency
On August 9, 2014, WHO declared that Ebola
requires “a public international health emergency,”
and said that “the international coordinated response
is necessary to halt the spread of the epidemic
and ensure its decline globally.” Following the
two-day meeting of the emergency committee
established to face the virus, WHO stated that the
epidemic is “extraordinary and an international
health threat with serious consequences, given its
aggressiveness.”
The organisation did not impose bans on the
Ebola-affected countries to protect their economy;
however, it required border control measures and
special procedures from airline companies, which
have not suspended their flights to these countries.
MSF: Six Months to hold the virus under control
MSF said controlling the Ebola virus would
require six month in West Africa. Dr. Joanne
Liu, the director of MFS, urged the international
community to consolidate efforts, led by WHO,
and asserted that controlling the virus in Liberia,
where 300 fatality cases have been recorded, is of
paramount importance to contain the epidemic. “If
we don’t stabilise Liberia, we will never stabilise
the region”, she said, and she added: “In terms of
timeline, we’re not talking in terms of weeks, we’re
talking in terms of months. We need a commitment
for months, I would say at least six months.”
Ebola threatens to spread to other countries
MSF declared last July that the situation is
exacerbating in West Africa, and Ebola might
spread to other countries. “The epidemic is out of

control,” said Dr. Bart Janssens, MSF director of
including the National Emergency, Crisis and
operations, “With the appearance of new sites in
Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), are
Liberia and Sierra Leone, there is a real risk of
taking all precautionary measures.
it spreading to other
He also said the
areas.” Dr Janssens said
Nigerian Lady’s Death
ministry is in contact
MSF is concerned over
Abu Dhabi Health Authority announced that with WHO for updates
how fast the situation is the results of the medical tests conducted on the over any developments.
developing, especially in Nigerian lady, who died on August 17th while
Liberia and Sierra Leone, waiting for her next transit flight in the waiting Measures of Protection
where there is a lack of area at Abu Dhabi Airport, showed that she did
Dr. Al Amiri reiterated
vision on the matter. He not suffer from Ebola. In fact, her death was the that the procedures taken
warned of a real risk of result of her health complications due of cancer.
so far are sufficient to
outbreak if no change
The 35-year-old lady was traveling from protect the country, ruling
occurred, calling for
Nigeria to India, on a medical trip to seek out the entry of any Ebola
WHO and governments
case.
treatment for her advanced cancer.
to make more efforts to
The
ministry,
in
A statement by the Health Authority-Abu
launch an operation to
coordination
with
the
Dhabi,
which
is
the
regulatory
body
of
the
control this epidemic.
authorities,
healthcare sector in the emirate of Abu Dhabi, competent
explained that in response to her condition and is implementing all the
The UAE is Ebola-free
On August 11, the despite the obvious medical symptoms she was resolutions of the last
UAE officially confirmed exhibiting, precautionary measures were taken WHO meeting with the
countries where Ebola
that it is free of the Ebola by the medical team.
The statement also added that the HAAD had has been detected, to
virus disease, and said it
is unlikely that any cases taken all the necessary precautionary measures prevent the entry of the
would enter the country. It while dealing with the suspected case. The disease into the Emirates.
stated that all preventive victim’s husband was put in quarantine along Dr. Al Amiri stressed that
and
precautionary with the 5 members of the medical team, which the UAE is prepared to
measures were taken, in participated in the medical rescue operation. deal with any incoming
line with World Health They remained quarantined until test results cases.
Organization regulations came back negative.
He pointed out that the
to keep the disease at bay.
On the day of the Nigerian lady’s death, the
ministry will continue
HAAD
had
released
a
statement,
in
which
it
its coordination efforts
Dr. Amin Al Amiri,
explained
that
her
health
deteriorated
while
with local health bodies
Assistant Undersecretary
she was waiting for her next flight, which
in the state, and other
of the Ministry for
necessitated
the
medical
team’s
emergency
competent
authorities,
Public Health Policies
intervention.
But
all
attempts
to
save
her
to follow the procedures
and
Licensing
and
life have failed. HAAD also mentioned that
and instructions to be
Ministry
Spokesman,
during
the
resuscitation
process,
she
showed
made in this regard,
confirmed that the UAE
symptoms
similar,
or
possibly
related
to
Ebola
in line with WHO’s
is Ebola-free, adding
infection. However, they are attributed mostly
resolutions. Dr. Al Amiri
that the ministry, health
to
her
advanced
cancer
condition.
affirmed that the National
institutions and other
competent
authorities,
Higher
Committee,
Issue 10

9

which includes representatives of all health bodies
and departments, as well as the Ministry of Interior
and the Ministry of Environment and Water, is
developing the necessary precautionary measures
across all regions, to prevent the disease from
entering the country.

In this regard, Dr. Al Amiri confirmed that the
Ministry of Health will issue a statement, based on
international efforts dealing with the virus, which
will include the measures to be taken by the state to
prevent the entry of any infected persons.

Warnings Against Travel to West Africa
The UAE warned nationals against travel to
Liberia and regions of West Africa. In a warning
posted on its twitter page, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs stated that this is a precautionary measure
against the virus. Last July, the ministry has warned
citizens from travel to Sierra Leone for the same
reason.

As for the General Authority of Islamic Affairs
and Endowments’ preparations for Hajj pilgrimage
season, Dr. Ahmed Al Moussa, Studies and
Research Expert at the Authority, said the latter
has encouraged pilgrimage campaigns and media
outlets to advise elderly, chronic patients, and
children against travelling this year, considering the
current health condition, to avoid contracting any
contagious diseases and to preserve their health.

Emirates Airlines suspends Guinea flights due to
Ebola
Emirates Airlines has suspended its flights to
Guinea as of August 1st, until further notice. The
company posted a statement on its website saying:
“...the safety of our passengers and crew is of the
highest priority and will not be compromised.”

He insisted on the authority’s commitment to
any preventive health procedures and precautionary
measures issued by the competent authorities in the
state and those in Saudi Arabia, as well as following
the latest news on the matter. He pointed out that
they will comply to and apply any new health
instructions on the virus.
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Circular to Health Care Providers
In the meantime, Abu Dhabi’s Health Authority
compelled health care providers to immediately
report any suspected or confirmed cases of Ebola,
urging them to exercise alertness in diagnosis, and
deal with any case in conformity with requirements
of both the Authority and WHO.
Urgent Gulf Coordination Meeting
The Gulf Cooperation Council’s Committee of
Health Ministers Executive Bureau has recently
held an urgent coordination meeting on the disease
in Riyadh. The meeting aimed at discussing the
latest global developments, as well as exchanging
expertise on precautionary measures, readiness,
monitoring, and emergency response.
The bureau prepared the outline of the Gulf
framework on “Prevention, Treatment, and
Management” in case of suspicion or discovery
of any infection cases. It also discussed a unified
gulf position in dealing with all aspects related to
prevention, travel bans and refusal of entry visas
and work permits, work on further gulf synergy in
the fight against emerging diseases, and preparing a
unified media statement concerning the epidemic.
In the meantime, Saudi Arabia decided to stop
issuing visas to pilgrims from Ebola-infected
countries.
West Africa: Ebola’s Heartland
While WHO announced that the virus is spreading
rapidly in Liberia and Sierra Leone, it also reported
encouraging signs in Nigeria and Guinea.
Liberia
Several factors combine to make Liberia the
hardest-hit country by Ebola. The outbreak ravaged
densely populated Monrovia, while the country
suffers a severe shortage of doctors.
UN System Coordinator for Ebola Virus Disease,
David Nabarro, arrived in Liberia as part of his visit
to the Ebola-hit countries. The British expert said

“the challenge is whether we can handle a new
outbreak or not.”
Liberia recently received experimental Zmapp
drug and initiated expansion works of the
overcrowded treatment centre in Monrovia.
However, despite stringent measures, Ebola is
spreading rapidly in the capital. Liberian authorities
declared a state of emergency, just five days after it
was first announced in Sierra Leone.
Liberian President Declares ‘State of Emergency’
On August 6, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
declared a 90-day state of emergency, as the
government struggles to deal with the Ebola
outbreak. “The government and people of Liberia
require extraordinary measures for the very
survival of our State,” said the Liberian president in
a statement addressed to her nation. She also noted
that the measures taken by the Liberian authorities
to address the epidemic, including giving all nonessential staff a 30-day compulsory leave, the
closure of schools, and the cleansing of public
places, did not succeed in stopping the spread of
the virus. WHO declared that the death toll from
the epidemic in West Africa rose to 932 deaths out
of 1711 infection cases.
Schools and Universities Closed
As part of efforts to curb the spread of the
worst Ebola outbreak in West Africa, the Liberian
government announced the closure of all schools in
the country, and imposed quarantine on some areas.
It also closed all universities in Monrovia.
The Liberian authorities have deployed police
forces at Monrovia’s international airport to
tighten testing procedures and make sure that the
passengers do not show any of the symptoms. They
also closed their borders and suspended all soccer
activities to contain the virus.
BBC reported that the number of community
awareness campaigns in the city is increasing,
while the numbers of customers at restaurants and
Issue 10
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entertainment venues have decreased dramatically.
Sierra Leone: Specialised Staff Needed

Sierra Leone Chief Medical Officer, Brima
Kargbo, said “to contain a disease as deadly
as Ebola, we need a specialised medical staff,
which we do not have at the moment.” Health
authorities in Sierra Leone confirmed that 32
nurses died after contracting the virus.
In late July, President Ernest Bai Koroma
declared a state of emergency “to enable us to
take a more robust approach to deal with the
Ebola outbreak.” “Extraordinary challenges
require extraordinary measures. The Ebola
virus disease poses an extraordinary challenge
to our nation”, he said in a televised address to
the nation.
Koroma announced a raft of measures
as part of the state of emergency, including
quarantining Ebola-hit areas, deploying police
forces to protect medical workers, prohibiting
public gatherings that are not related to the
anti-Ebola campaign, and cancelling foreign
trips by ministers. He said these measures
would be enforced for a period
ranging between 60 to 90 days, to
be followed by an assessment.
Nigeria: Weakest Link
Nigeria is considered the weakest
link with regard to the fight against
Ebola due to the limited number
of medical workers. According to
WHO, there is only 1 doctor for
every 1000 Nigerians, as opposed to
an average of 2.6 in the rest of Africa.
The African economic giant
recorded a fourth death in Lagos,
sub-Saharan Africa’s most densely
populated city. The authorities fear a
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new case in Enugu, as a local nurse contracted the
disease.
Flights Suspended
West Africa’s biggest airline, Asky, has decided
to suspend flights to Liberia and Sierra Leone
amidst increasing fears over the spread of the deadly
virus. For its part, Nigerian airline Arik Air said that
while it will not suspend its flights, it would test its
passengers for Ebola infection.
Guinea
In Guinea, where the outbreak hit earlier this
year, President Alpha Conde declared that the nation
is facing “a state of national health emergency”. He
announced a broad array of measures, including
the establishment of quarantine zones overseen
by the health administration and police forces on
Guinea’s borders. Other measures include imposing
stricter control on movement of people and transfer
of victims’ bodies, taking blood samples, and the
obligatory admission of any suspected case to the
nearest hospital until test results are available.

According to a study published by American
credit rating agency, Moody’s, Ebola could
have a direct financial impact on governments’

budgets due to rising healthcare spending.
Around the World
The Jordanian National Commission for
Epidemics decided to form a small committee to
develop an action plan to deal with the disease and
all of its implications, despite the kingdom being
Ebola-free. Jordanian Health Minister, Dr. Ali
Hayasat, stressed that Jordan’s Ebola-free status
is no excuse to relax. On the contrary, he said all
precautionary measures should be taken and the
country should be prepared and swift in dealing
with any suspicious or proven cases that might
enter its territory.
Furthermore, Europe received its first Ebola case
last August. The patient was a Spanish missionary
who was transported from Liberia, after two infected
Americans went back to their homeland. The US,
on its part, issued the highest-level health warning.
Senior American health officials observed that
some individuals, who have traveled to Ebolainfected African countries, come back to the US
carrying the disease. But they are not worried about
a large-scale virus outbreak within the country.
Canadian Tekmira
Pharmaceuticals
has
announced that the American Food and Drugs
Administration (FDA) has partially approved an
experimental treatment, which could pave the way
for its use to fight the disease in Africa.
As a sign of fear over an international outbreak
of the virus, an employment agency in Berlin
closed its doors after a Nigerian lady got ill, despite
the hospital’s confirmation that her symptoms
correspond to those of a digestive inflammation.
Moving to Spain, a resident in Biscay, a province
to the north, who had came back from Sierra Leon
suffering from fever, was put in quarantine after
his Ebola test came back negative. The healthcare
institution which conducted the test suggests that he
might be suffering from Malaria.
In Austria, Josef Pühringer, governor of the upper
region, declared suspicions about a couple of Ebola

cases, these are two men who arrived in Austria
from Nigeria on August 13th.
Obama…Experimental Drug

US President, Barack Obama, held talks with
his Liberian and Sierra Leonean counterparts,
Ellen Johnson and Earnest Bai, respectively,
to reassure them about the role played by
experts from US disease observation and
protection centers who were dispatched to
assist their countries. At the same time, the US
Department of State announced the evacuation
of its diplomatic staff’s family members from
Freetown as a “preventive” measure. Obama
sees that it is still too early to resort to an
experimental drug to treat Ebola patients.
Ebola: Facts and Figures

The Ebola virus causes hemorrhagic
fever, vomiting and diarrhea within days of
infection. It borrows its name from a river
located in the north of Congo, where it was
first discovered in 1976. There is still no
vaccine for this disease, which kills between
25 and 90 per cent of people who carry it.
The virus is transmitted through direct
exposure to the carrier’s bodily fluids,
blood or tissue. This applies to animals as
well. Burial ceremonies where relatives
and friends come into contact with the
victim’s body are a major cause of the virus
transmission.
The first Ebola case in this new outbreak
was recorded in Guinea last February,
after which it spread throughout Liberia
and Sierra Leon. It is the most lethal virus
known to date.
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UAE First Arab and Gulf country
To gain membership of international group
for certification for equipment for use in explosive
The UAE, represented by the Emirates Authority for Standardisation and Metrology (ESMA), became
member of the working group International Electrotechnical Commission System for Certification to
Standards Relating to Equipment for use in Explosive Atmospheres (IECEx SYSTEM), to become the
first Gulf and Arab state to join the international group. Chris Agius, Chief Executive of the International
Working Group “IECEX”, has formally accepted the membership of the ESMA as it met the required
criteria.

Dr. Rashid Ahmed bin Fahd, Minister of
Environment and Water, Chairman of ESMA
said in a statement that this membership comes
in line with the directives of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President, and
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister and Ruler of
Dubai, to develop the UAE in all fields, provide
decent living conditions to all community
14 October 2014

members, and support national economy.
He affirmed that ESMA’s membership in the
international group would bring benefits to the
main industries in the country, namely oil & gas,
aviation, petrol stations, warehouses and depots,
silos and others. It reflects EMSA’s commitment
to ensure the protection and safety of people
working in hazardous locations.
HE noted that the UAE has been a member
of the international electrotechnical commission
(IEC) for the past four years upon receiving the
votes off all member states in the organization, one
of the largest and most influential international
organisations in the field of standardization and
metrology besides the ISO in Geneva.
He went on to say that ESMA’s membership
is in line with its strategy aiming to ensure
the UAE’s prominence and to apply the best
international practices in the field, and benefit
from the experience of advanced countries.
The UAE’s adherence to the group helps in
removing technical barriers that separated it from
other member states in terms of implementation
of international standardised specifications and
ensuring mutual recognition of certificates of
conformity amongst member states. It would help
in providing a specifications database for national
factories and industries.

“This important step coincides with the
introduction by ESMA of a new Emirati
monitoring system for equipment used in
hazardous areas in order to ensure the highest
standards of safety and security in industry,” bin
Fahd observed.
He went on to note that the UAE would
be the first Middle East country to issue the
aforementioned system, which was initiated
in coordination with the relevant government
authorities and private institutions.
There are different ways to refer to explosionprone areas, bin Fahd said, such as “hazardous
locations”, “hazardous areas”, “explosive
atmospheres” and others. They all refer to areas
that contain flammable liquids, fumes or gases
that may cause explosions. He added that the
European Economic Committee recommended
the IECIX system as a model for best practice
worldwide to ensure conformity.
The minister explained that ESMA began
coordination and cooperation with the
international group in 2012, during its first
international-Gulf conference. Last May, ESMA
hosted the group’s international regular meetings

in Dubai, which was attended by experts from 35
countries.
“All industrial sectors and installations that
contain flammable or explosive materials or
locations have benefited from these international
meetings,” he commented.
Bin Fahd observed that hosting these
significant international meetings in Dubai
promotes the country’s reputation and emphasises
its advancement in all fields ad sectors, namely
in the field of standardisation and metrology.
These meetings would help in speeding the
final development of the new Emirati system
for monitoring of equipment used in hazardous
areas before it is officially issued. They allow for
exchange of expertise and information between
international experts and specialists.
He went on to confirm that implementation
of international standardised criteria and
specifications would ensure availability of quality
goods in the market and achieve ESMA’s strategic
objectives to ensure health and environmental
safety, which in turn would support national
economy.
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During its participation in the sixth Asian Ministerial Conference

NCEMA showcases the UAE’s achievements in
disaster risk reduction
The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) reaffirmed the UAE’s
commitment to implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience
of Nations and Communities to Disasters, which was adopted by the World Conference on Disaster
Reduction at its ninth plenary session on January 22, 2005, which was ratified by 168 countries including
the United Arab Emirates.

During its participation in the sixth Asian
Ministerial Conference, which was held recently
in the Thai capital Bangkok NCEMA, highlighted
a series of achievements and efforts made by the
UAE in the field of disaster risk reduction.
The Director of Operations at NCEMA Mr
Ali Rashid Al Niyadi delivered a speech at the
conference in which he cited the most significant
actions and programmes that have been completed
during the previous years and which demonstrate
the UAE’s commitment to implement the
provisions of the Hyogo Framework for Action.
Mr Al Niyadi spoke of the establishment of
NCEMA as an independent national body under
the Supreme Council for National Security and of
the planning that was carried out for emergencies
based on extensive studies of natural and industrial
risks. He underlined the UAE’s efforts and its
contribution to reduce carbon emissions and global
warming by relying on renewable energy sources
and solar energy projects, especially that the
capital Abu Dhabi is the permanent headquarters
for the International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA).
Al Niyadi added that the country’s efforts
also included regional cooperation, through its
participation in the establishment of the GCC
Centre for Emergency Management, as well
as international cooperation through MoUs on
the integrated emergency, crisis and disaster
management systems with a number of friendly
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states. He touched on the future vision that the
UAE is seeking to include in the global framework
for risk reduction, especially in relation to raising
community awareness and linking operations
centres around the world.
The session’s chairmanship praised the UAE’s
efforts in the domain.
It is noteworthy that the Asian Ministerial
Conference’s first session was held in 2005. A total
of 42 countries took part in it in addition to nearly
five thousand attendees representing government,
semi-government and public sector entities.

As part of it participation in Zayed Humanitarian Day events

NCEMA delegation visits Sheikh Khalifa Medical City
As part of its participation in Zayed Humanitarian Day, a delegation from the National Emergency,
Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) visited Sheikh Khalifa Medical City in Abu
Dhabi where they checked on the health conditions of patients and guests and toured the hospital’s
various clinics and departments and met with SKMC management.
The Head of Education and Community Outreach
at the Media and Mass Communication Department
Mr Saqr Mohammed Al Binali headed the
delegation and conveyed NCEMA’s
regards to SKMC’s management
and staff. He expressed NCEMA’s
appreciation for the medical
establishment’s pioneering efforts
to provide quality medical and
health services to patients. The
delegation praised the hospital’s
role in ensuring care and comfort
to patients, especially during the holy
month of Ramadan.
Al Binali stressed NCEMA’s keenness
to actively participate in various initiatives and
volunteering and humanitarian programmes that
seek to showcase the best community practices,
which aim at achieving the welfare of UAE citizens
and residents. NCEMA’s participation in Zayed
Humanitarian Day comes from its belief in the
importance of and the need to promote the culture
of humanitarian action within the various segments

of society, he noted.
He explained that the purpose of the visit is to
check on patients and try to alleviate their
hardship… “This visit falls under our
quest for leadership in community
partnership in all fields of social
work in a way that contributes
to the promotion of national
and community cohesion and
strengthens
humanitarian
solidarity,” he said.
And he added: “The UAE is a
model of humanitarian benevolence
and it has become a beacon of goodness
in the world, thanks to our wise leadership’s
support for humanitarian action, which is but a
continuation of the march that the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan initiated and demonstrated
through the noble stances he marked towards
humanitarian causes around the world.”
A number of officials from SKMC’s management
greeted the delegation and praised the initiative
and NCEMA’s efforts and keenness to promote
collaboration with the various institutions in the
country.
Zayed Humanitarian Day marks the UAE’s
commemoration of the passing of Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan on the 19th of Ramadan of every
year, as per Cabinet decision 7/1/14/295 of 2012.
A series of humanitarian initiatives across all
UAE institutions marks the occasion. Individuals
and institutions, government and private, celebrate
the day in recognition of Sheikh Zayed’s role in
initiating the humanitarian quest in the country.
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Praising the “national and honourable” role
of the media in the project

HE Staff Colonel Pilot
Sheikh Ahmed Bin
Tahnoon Al Nahyan
Chairman of the National
and Reserve Service
Authority

to:“

”

Experience met with
favourable response
from the community
Military service endorsed at this
precise time based on strategic
considerations
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HE Staff Colonel Pilot Sheikh
Ahmed Bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan,
Chairman of the National and
Reserve
Service
Authority,
highlighted the “favourable”
response to the call for military
service from all segments
of society under the law
promulgated by UAE President
last June. “We have noticed great
enthusiasm and widespread
enlistment among the age group
included in the first batch,
thus indicating our people’s
awareness of the objectives of
military service and their sense
of responsibility towards the call
of duty,” he added.
In a special interview with “TAWARE’E wa AZAMAT” , His Excellency said the novelty of
the military service experience for the Emirati society constituted a challenge, and the huge
number of enlistments at the recruiting centres and medical clinics required new alternative
plans, such as extending working hours and increasing the number of medical, technical and
administrative staff. The Chairman of the National and Reserve Service Authority praised the
great role of the armed forces in overcoming the obstacles that stood in the way of launching
the first batch at all levels.
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HE Staff Colonel Pilot Sheikh Ahmed Bin
Ahmed Bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan thanked the
Emirati families for their great role in teaching
Tahnoon Al Nahyan explained that the endorsement
their children obedience and allegiance to their
of the military service at this precise time is based
leadership. He assured parents and guardians that
on several strategic considerations. These include
“their children are in good hands and cared for like
raising awareness among the UAE people and
a father cares for his own children”, are adding
protecting them against any risks resulting from
that “military service is an honour and defending
the political events and conflicts witnessed at
the security and stability of our country is a duty
both regional and international levels as well as
incumbent upon each and every one of us whereas
highlighting the country’s duty towards its people
our wise leadership puts great trust in its loyal
by empowering them, strengthening their national
youth.”
infrastructure and instilling values that benefit them
and the UAE.
Here-below is the interview:
Those who fail to join the military service and
● Now that the military service is launched and
to report to the competent authorities within the
that the recruits joined the training camps, how
prescribed time limit will face legal measures as
do you rate the level of enthusiasm among the
well as the sanctions provided by Article 36(1) of
recruits?
the law, the National and
We have noticed great
Reserve Service Authority
enthusiasm
and widespread
Military
service
is
an
honour
Chairman added.
enlistment
among
the age
His
Excellency
beyond all honours, and
group included in the first
considered the media
batch, which shows our
defending the security and
“a
strategic
partner
people’s awareness of
that played a key role
stability of our country is a
the objectives of military
in the military service
service and their sense of
duty incumbent upon each
project, starting with the
responsibility towards the
announcement of the
call of duty.
and every one of us.
federal law promulgation
and then the different
●
How do you rate
stages of enlistment up to
the response of the
the recruits joining the training camps, by raising
different segments of Emirati society to this new
awareness and educating the society about national
experience?
service as well as its objectives and dimensions.”
It was met with favourable response from all
A role he described as “national and honourable
segments of society, be they institutions, individuals
indeed”.
or families. Case in point, the popular reactions
The military service will undoubtedly develop
on the social media where this experience was
the personality of the Emirati youth and will boost
welcomed and its importance highlighted.
their self-confidence and self-reliance. Besides, it
will teach them new skills such as self-defence, will
● In your opinion, what were the challenges
reinforce their team spirit, sense of collaboration
that faced the first batch, particularly the draft,
and engagement and will instil new healthy habits
enlistment and training camp joining processes?
in them.
The novelty of the military service experience
Concluding, HE Staff Colonel Pilot Sheikh
for the Emirati society in general constituted
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a challenge that could be overcome through
awareness ad campaigns focusing on the importance
of serving one’s nation as well as the expected
objectives in the short and long terms. Besides, the
huge number of enlistments at recruiting centres
and medical clinics required new alternative plans,
such as extending working hours and increasing the
number of medical, technical and administrative
staff in some of these clinics and centres. We praise
the great role of the armed forces in overcoming
the obstacles that stood in the way of launching the
first batch at all levels, proving their readiness and
determination to carry this national project through
and turn it into a regional and international model.

Upon completing their service, recruits will be
transferred to the “reserve” registers and will be
subject to the reserve rules and provisions under
Federal Law 6/2014 regarding the National and
Reserve Service.
● How will those who fail to join the military
service be dealt with?
Those who fail to report to the competent
authorities within the prescribed time limit will
be deemed as violating Article 9 of Federal Law
6/2014 regarding the National and Reserve Service.
Consequently, the competent authorities will take
the necessary legal measures against them and they
will face the sanctions stipulated in Article 36(1) of
said law.

● Why was the military
service imposed this year
● If a recruit wishes to
in particular? Was it
join the armed forces,
dictated by any specific
The novelty of the military
will he be given any
circumstances?
service experience for the
particular preference in
The endorsement of the
terms of appointment,
Emirati society in general
military service came after
privileges, promotion...?
extensive research as well
constituted
a
challenge
that
The military service
as in-depth familiarisation
time of a recruit wishing
with leading international
could be overcome.
to join the armed forces,
practices in this field.
the Ministry of Defence,
It was imposed at this
the Ministry of Interior
precise time based on
or another military authority or institution, and
several strategic considerations to which our
qualified and approved for such a position, will be
wise leadership attached great importance. These
considered as spent at the service of this authority
include raising awareness among the UAE people
or institution. It will be included in the agreed
and protecting them against any risks resulting
seniority and increases and will be added to his/her
from the political events and conflicts witnessed
actual service for the purpose of determining his/
at both regional and international levels as well as
her benefits and retirement pension, in addition to
highlighting the country’s duty towards its people
the other rights and privileges that such a position
by empowering them, strengthening their national
entails.
infrastructure and instilling values that benefit them
and the UAE.
● Is it possible to amend the military service
curriculum and programme in light of the
● What will the recruits be called after
expected objectives?
completing their service? And how will they be
subsequently associated with the National and
Reserve Service Authority?

Upon completion of the first batch, a
comprehensive assessment will be conducted
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of all its stages. Based on the results of such an
assessment, the required improvements will be
introduced, including programmes and training
curriculum, to ensure that the desired strategic
objectives are achieved.

● Is temporary exemption from military service
related to a specific period of time or specific
circumstances?

Temporary exemption from the military service
is provided for in Article 13(2) of Federal Law
6/2014 regarding the National and Reserve Service.
● Will five or six thousand recruits be sufficient
It is not related to a specific period of time, but
for each of the coming batches, or do you intend
rather to specific circumstances, including without
to increase their numbers in the future?
limitation personal status-related reasons such as
exempting a citizen who is the sole provider for
Each batch is to include between five and six
his father, mother or both
thousand recruits as per the
his parents, or the sole
directives. We will comply
provider for his father
with any new directives.
The armed forces played a
who is unable to earn a
living, as well as other
great role in overcoming the
● The law regarding
cases stipulated in said
the national and reserve
obstacles that stood in the
article or reasons related
service preserves all the
to temporary physical
way of launching the first
employment rights of the
unfitness. It is noteworthy
recruit (employee) upon
batch at all levels.
that all the reasons for
their return to work.
temporary
exemption
How will you make up
should
be
proven
by a
for the lost academic
decision issued by the competent authorities in the
years?
UAE, and whoever is temporarily exempted from
To tell you the truth, we do not see things from
the military service should update their data at
this perspective because students who join the
the National and Reserve Service Authority on an
military service are carrying out a national duty,
annual basis or when the reason for the temporary
which benefits both them and the country. They will
exemption is over.
undergo training, develop their capacities and hone
their skills in addition to acquiring new skills and
● Do recruits have the right to choose the
expertise, all of which will contribute to improving
authority where they will undergo specialised
their personality, expanding their knowledge and
training, or is the matter decided by the National
boosting their self-confidence and will reflect
and Reserve Service Authority in coordination
positively on their academic, professional and
with the concerned authorities and according to
family life. Military service is a starting point
the requirements?
towards a prosperous and brighter future for our
Recruits have no say in the choice of the authority
students. It is noteworthy that we are currently
where they will undergo their specialised training.
examining the academic accreditation of the
It is the National and Reserve Service Authority that
military service curriculum which will undoubtedly
decides the matter according to the considerations
be useful to recruits who enrol at universities inside
it deems appropriate and to the reports on the basic
or outside the UAE.
training and skills acquired by recruits.
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● How do you rate the handling of the military
service project by the media? What role do you
expect the media to play in the future?
We consider the media as a strategic partner
that played a key role in the military service
project, starting with the announcement of the
federal law promulgation and then the different
stages of enlistment up to the recruits joining the
training camps, by raising awareness and educating
the society about national service as well as its
strategic objectives and dimensions and through
the advertising materials used in the audiovisual
and printed media... a national and honourable role
indeed.

● Is there any particular call-up method upon
completion of the military service in case of
crisis, emergency or disaster?
Article 22 of the Law regarding National and
Reserve Service stipulates the cases of calling
up the reserve, including without limitation
general mobilisation, partial mobilisation, war,
proclamation of martial law or any danger that
threatens the country. The call-up as well as its
extension, postponement and discontinuation are
decided by specific authorities depending on the
purpose thereof.

● In conclusion, what would you like to say to
the Emirati youth, family and society?
● Besides the military training and the national,
I would like to thank the Emirati families, the core
security, intellectual, political and religious
and cornerstone of our society, for their great role in
education, what skills will the recruits acquire?
teaching their children to obey and be loyal to their
The military service will develop the personality
leadership, values that were clearly reflected in the
of Emirati youth, boost their self-confidence and
huge number of enlistments. I assure parents and
self-reliance
and
guardians that their children
teach them new skills,
are in good hands and cared
such as self-defence
for like a father cares for his
The endorsement of
thanks to jiu-jitsu
own. I would like to remind
military service came after
classes. Besides, it
our loyal youth that they are
will reinforce their
the men of our nation, that
extensive research and
team spirit, sense of
military service is an honour
in-depth familiarisation
collaboration
and
beyond all honours and that
engagement and will
defending the security and
with leading international
instil new healthy
stability of our country is a
practices in this field.
habits in them.
duty incumbent upon each
and every one of us. Our wise
●
Will business
leadership puts great trust in
continuity in the UAE’s vital sectors be included
its loyal youth. What they sow today will be reaped
in the military service training material?
by their children and grandchildren in terms of
security, safety, stability and development. Let them
Business continuity in the UAE’s vital sectors
be as we have known them, a model of discipline,
will be supported through the alternative civilian
commitment, courage and bravery. I also take pride
service performed by the recruit for a duration equal
in the members and institutions of our society for
to that of the military service. We have met and
their role in this national project, and I call on them
coordinated with NCEMA to determine the UAE’s
to step up their efforts and endeavours in serving
vital sectors as well as their minimum needs for
our country which has given us much and expects
alternative service and the specialisations required
the same from us.
to support business continuity in these sectors.
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Globally recognised as being at the forefront of government and civil initiatives

The UAE pursues its humanitarian role in
different directions
Air bridges and convoys to assist those affected by crises and disasters

With the successive crises and disasters hitting the world, and the rising toll of victims who are often
left helpless in the face of these calamities, there is a growing need for a helping hand that does not
discriminate on the basis of nationality, colour, race or religion.
And if the concerned international authorities, particularly the United Nations Higher Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), upon whom this duty is officially incumbent, are sometimes unable to take on
this responsibility entirely, many government and civil parties readily step up to fill this role.

There is no doubt that the UAE is the forerunner
of humanitarian action. It has been unanimously
recognised by international authorities as being
at the forefront of charitable initiatives at both
government and civil levels. This “charitable
diplomacy” was founded by His Highness Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, May Allah Rest his
soul in peace, and adopted by our wise leadership,
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which turned it into a national culture.
With each crisis or disaster that befalls the world,
be it natural or manmade, we see our country rush
to carry out its duties in all directions and at all
possible levels through its different institutions.
In this context, His Highness Sheikh Hamdan
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the Ruler’s Representative

in the Western Region and Chairman of the Red
Crescent Authority, announced that the Red
Crescent is stepping up its relief campaigns, inkind aid and health programmes in many affected
areas around the world. This strategy is part of the
country’s deep-rooted policy that revolves around
the people and their basic needs and protects their
right to a life of dignity, especially in light of the
successive crises, disasters and conflicts that are
proving devastating to the affected communities.
From Lebanon to the occupied Palestinian
territories, Iraq, Syria, Jordan and many other areas,
we see aid convoy after aid convoy being sent under
the directives of our wise leadership.
Lebanon
The UAE has pledged to implement the demining project in South Lebanon, to support the
country in times of distress and to contribute to
the reconstruction of its ports, schools, hospitals
and infrastructure that were destroyed by Israel. As
such, we remain true to our pledge with every crisis
that hits Lebanon.
Ever since the bloody events that broke out in
Syria and led to the influx of hundreds of thousands
of Syrian refugees into its territory, Lebanon has
been sagging under the weight of this demographic
change which it was unable to accommodate,
particularly at the subsistence and health levels.
Consequently, Emirati convoys have been carrying
aid after aid, playing a key role in this humanitarian
mission and receiving positive feedback from
officials and people alike.
Red Crescent Authority
As soon as the recent events broke out in the
town of Arsal near the Syrian border in eastern
Lebanon, Emirati aid convoys were dispatched to
the affected areas, particularly by the Red Crescent
Authority. The aid helped to alleviate the suffering
of Syrian refugees seeking shelter in the camps set
up for this purpose on Lebanese territories. Aid was
also offered to the people of Arsal who were forced

to leave their hometown to escape the fights and
bombings.
Dh5 million worth of aid to the displaced in
Arsal
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Ruler’s Representative in the Western
Region and Chairman of the Red Crescent
Authority, has issued directives to allocate Dh5
million to provide relief for the thousands of people
who were forced to flee their homes to neighbouring
towns and villages in order to escape the fights and
bombings.
“Under the directives of its wise leadership, the
UAE rushes to heed distress calls from any affected
part of the world,” His Highness said.

The displacement of such large numbers
of people in the Lebanese town of Arsal has
increased the challenge of meeting their needs,
not to mention the burden resulting from the
presence of 120,000 Syrian refugees in the
region. Consequently, the Emirati Red Crescent
has been providing the town of Arsal with food,
medicine and shelter.
Mohammed bin Rashid Foundation
The Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Foundation has sent a delegation to Beirut, and
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from there to the Lebanese-Syrian borders, Bekaa
and Saida, to provide vital aid to thousands of
displaced people and refugees in light of the tough
conditions prevailing in the camps.
As with all its humanitarian programmes, the
Foundation dispatches a relief team to the affected
area to supervise the distribution of the aid in the
field, explained Chancellor Ibrahim Boumelha,
Vice Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Foundation.
The Foundation has also undertaken emergency
relief operations where food, medical supplies and
other necessities were distributed in several phases.
Palestine
The UAE is not indifferent to the plight of Gaza,
especially after the most recent Israeli attacks that
left hundreds of victims, destroyed homes and
healthcare centres and forced people to seek shelter
in safer areas amid harsh living conditions.
Under the directives of our wise leadership, we
responded to the appeal of the UNRWA to provide
relief for the people of Gaza. Consequently, the
Red Crescent Authority, the Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Foundation and other civil charity
foundations stepped forward to aid those affected
by sending periodic convoys of food, medicine and
shelter.
Red Crescent Convoys
The Red Crescent Authority has developed
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an intensive programme aimed at alleviating the
suffering of those affected in the Gaza Strip, in
light of the harsh living conditions prevailing in the
area as a result of the Israeli siege and attacks. The
programme consists of sending successive convoys
and building an air bridge to transport thousands
of packages containing food, medicine and other
essential supplies to Gaza.
The Authority has also donated electric generators
after the Israeli attacks destroyed the only power
plant in Gaza, causing power cuts that hindered
relief efforts as well as daily activities.
Covers, formula milk, drinking water and water
tanks for daily use were sent to the field hospital and
distributed in collaboration with the Palestinian Red
Crescent, local charity foundations, the UNRWA
and the International Red Cross.
UNRWA praises UAE efforts
The UNRWA praised the UAE for its unflinching
support to the people of Gaza, indicating that
the Emirati Red Crescent has always been at the
forefront of humanitarian aid and was the first to
respond to the appeal of the UNRWA to help those
affected by the Israeli attacks on Gaza.
The UAE has delivered 40 million dollars in
humanitarian aid to the UNRWA, said UNRWA
Commissioner-General Pierre Krähenbühl. The
funds will be used to rebuild the affected area in
addition to helping refugees who have lost their
houses to face the great decline in their lifestyle.
During the recent emergency meeting held
in Amman for donor States, the UNRWA
Commissioner-General thanked the UAE for
responding to the appeal made by the UNRWA during
the most recent war that ravaged the Gaza Strip.
The UAE has offered cash aid and implemented
emergency projects under the directives of its
President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, whereas an air bridge was formed under
the directives of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum to provide relief for Gaza.

The United Nations International Humanitarian
City conducted a number of flights from Dubai
to Jordan and also to Gaza, and an air bridge was
formed to carry hundreds of tonnes of aid to the
Gaza Strip, in collaboration with both the Jordanian
Hashemite Charity Authority and the UNRWA.
The relief packages included covers, sleeping mats,
medicines, first aid kits and surgical supplies such
as antibiotics, painkillers and antiseptics.
Salma Relief Programme
Under the directives of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, UAE Vice
President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
the humanitarian aid kept flowing from Dubai to
meet the needs of more than 200,000 people in
Gaza who were forced to
seek temporary shelter
at schools and other
establishments managed
by the UNRWA. His
Highness also donated ten
water supply trucks worth
one million dollars.
True to its humanitarian
commitment to Gaza, the
UAE has also sent daily
meals to its people as part of
the Salma Programme launched by His Highness to
provide urgent food relief to those affected around
the world according to a comprehensive endowment
programme that ensures its sustainability.
Agreement between Mohammed bin Rashid
Foundation and the UNRWA
As part of the efforts to provide relief to the
people of Gaza, the Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Foundation signed a cooperation
agreement with the UNRWA under the directives
of the UAE President and Vice President to send
urgent relief to those affected and wounded in the
Gaza Strip in order to alleviate their suffering.
It is noteworthy that the Foundation has started

implementing its humanitarian relief programme
in Gaza since the start of the Israeli attacks, by
successfully sending food packages to hundreds of
families who have lost their homes and were forced
to move to shelters.
UAE Water Aid
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid has
given directives to the UAE Water Aid to prioritise
the drinking water needs of the people in Gaza
and to provide sufficient drinking water supplies,
despite the great challenges facing this mission in
light of the relentless Israeli attacks on the Gaza
Strip.
His Highness highlighted the UAE’s commitment
to lending its full support
to the Palestinian people
in all its causes and to
helping them in times of
distress.
Help the Children of
Gaza
Help the Children
of Gaza Campaign has
donated
one
million
dollars to the Palestinian
Welfare Association to meet the basic food needs
of over 5,000 Palestinian families affected by the
Israeli attacks, in addition to providing 30,000
hot meals to patients at hospitals and health care
centres.
Help the Children of Gaza is part of “Salam
Ya Seghar”, an initiative launched under the high
patronage of Her Highness Sheikha Jawaher bint
Mohammed Al Qassimi, wife of the Ruler of
Sharjah and Chairperson of the Supreme Council
for Family Affairs, in response to Save Gaza 2014
humanitarian appeal.
The campaign aims to distribute clothes, school
bags and stationery to thousands of children
affected by the Israeli attacks in order to ensure that
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they could receive their education.
Her Highness explained that “Salam Ya Seghar”
was launched in 2007 and targeted Palestinian
children prior to the first war on Gaza, and even
though its relief and humanitarian activities
expanded to other fields, its main focus remained the
children of Palestine. “Now, with the aggravation of
their situation, it is imperative to take action to help
the children of Gaza and step forward to alleviate
their suffering from this third war waged against
them,” she added.

the Ruler’s Representative in the Western Region
and Chairman of the UAE Red Crescent Authority.
International organisations had called upon the
UAE to provide for the urgent medical needs of the
displaced population in Iraq.
Additionally, a Red Crescent delegation
proceeded to distribute food baskets directly to the
displaced families in coordination with the UAE
Consulate, with the promise to provide tents later
on and to orchestrate with the authorities in the
province to set up a number of camps.

Iraq
The dramatic events resulting from the invasion
of north Iraq by the armed forces of the so-called
Islamic State of Iraq and al Sham (ISIS) forced
thousands of people from religious minorities to
flee to the remote mountains and to Iraqi Kurdistan.
Amid such harsh humanitarian conditions, the
UAE has responded to the distress call through its
Red Crescent Authority and the Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan Foundation, rushing to the help of the
growing numbers of displaced who were stripped
of their homes and lands overnight. Food, medicine
and essential supplies were sent in coordination
with the local authorities in the province as well
as the United Nations agencies operating in Iraqi
Kurdistan - namely the UNHCR, the UNICEF and
the WHO - under the close supervision of the UAE
Consulate in Erbil.
Under the directives of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President,
and His Highness General Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE Armed Forces, to provide emergency relief
for those displaced to Iraqi Kurdistan as a result
of the latest events, the Red Crescent Authority
transported 36 tonnes of medicine and medical
supplies worth Dh7 million to Erbil. This initiative
was undertaken under the close supervision of His
Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan,

Syria
Last July, the UAE donated Dh44.1 million to
the United Nations’ internal and external crisis
management plan, of which Dh18.4 million were
allocated to the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) to help refugees in Al
Zaatari Refugee Camp and Dh25.7 million were
allocated to the United Nations Children Fund
(UNICEF) to provide feeding and health care
programmes for children below 5 years of age and
women inside Syria.
This amount is part of the second commitment
announced by the UAE during the Kuwait Second
International Pledging Conference for Syria held in
early 2014. The overall pledge was Dh220 million
to help alleviate the suffering of Syrians and as a
response to the Syrian Humanitarian Assistance
Response Plan (SHARP) and the UN Regional
Response Plan for Syrian refugees through UN
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agencies and humanitarian programmes.
Jordan: Al Zaatari Refugee Camp
The Red Crescent Authority is pursuing its
humanitarian programmes to meet the needs
and improve the conditions of Syrian refugees
in neighbouring countries, said Humaid Rashid
Al Shamsi, Acting Deputy Secretary-General of
the International Aid in the Authority. “The aid
programmes launched for Syrian refugees in Jordan
are on the right track and will benefit as many
refugees as possible both inside and outside the
camps”, he added.

In Mrajeeb Al Fhood Refugee Camp, which
currently accommodates more than 4,000

people, volunteers and workers ensure that all
the needs of the refugees are met. Moreover,
the camp management has announced the
completion of the second expansion phase of the
camp, which will be welcoming another 6,000
refugees, hence raising the total number of its
population to 10,000 people. The second phase
included the installation of 1,000 mobile homes
that meet all the needs of the refugee families,
in addition to a school that accommodates
1,300 female and male students from different
school levels. Training workshops have also
been provided, particularly for young people
and women.

Hamdan bin Mohammed issues a decision
to add two new members to Dubai’s Crisis
Management Team
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the Crown Prince of Dubai
and Chairman of the Executive Council of Dubai
issued a decision to add two new members to the
Crisis and Disaster Management Team in Dubai.
The decision, No 19 of 2014, became effective as
of the date of its issuance and its publication in the
Official Gazette.
According to the decision, one representative
from each of Dubai Corporation for Ambulance
Services and Dubai Civil Aviation Authority shall
join the team.
The decision aims to provide the team with
representatives from several vital sectors to
support its ability to carry out its tasks, which
include developing contingency plans for any
type of emergency and ensuring that all relevant
agencies and determining the necessary means and
equipment to deal with emergencies at any time.
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National Centre for Meteorology and
Seismology confirms possession of a network of
stations to monitor seismic activity as it occurs
The National Centre for Meteorology and Seismology (NCMS) affirmed that it possesses a network of
seismic monitoring stations that detect and monitor seismic activity as it occurs.
The centre denied media reports that the UAE is close to reaching the ability to predict earthquakes
before they happen saying: “No, the UAE can’t predict earthquakes.”
The NCMS observed that the
most significant seismic activity
that can be felt in the UAE occurs
outside its territory, mainly in the
Zagros Mountains area south of
Iran and in the Makran Trench in
southern Pakistan.
The centre urged the public
to ignore rumours, stressing that
it is the only official source of
meteorology and seismology related news in the UAE.
Media sources had published news stating that
the UAE is near to acquiring the capability to
predict earthquakes through a database that helps in
understanding the pattern of seismic activity in the
region.
It should be noted that the NCMS, since its
inception in 2007, and upon directives from HH
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of
Presidential Affairs, has established the national grid
for earthquake monitoring, which includes a total of 12
earthquake stations and is linked to four stations from
the Dubai Municipality network as well as the Sharjah
University station and 6 of the Omani network stations
and 23 stations from the Global Seismic Network.
In cooperation between the NCMS and Abu
Dhabi Municipality the stations and the data centre
for the seismic risks assessment project for Abu
Dhabi were put to operation. More than 50 strong
activity monitoring stations were created in Abu
Dhabi in addition to building safety systems, which
include several motion sensors installed in seven
selected buildings (5 in Abu Dhabi, one in Al Ain and
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another in Madinat Zayed in
the Western Region) to study
building behaviour during
seismic activity.
In line with its policy, the
centre opened the way for
collaboration with several
relevant international agencies.
A data exchange agreement was
signed with the earthquakemonitoring centre at Sultan Qabus University in
Oman. Similar cooperation agreements are being
reviewed with similar centres in Saudi, Kuwait and
Bahrain.
At the local level, the centre seeks to establish
cooperation with the various state institutions and
municipalities. A project to assess earthquake risks
in Abu Dhabi was carried out in collaboration with
Abu Dhabi Municipality, and the national earthquake
network was linked to the earthquake network in
Dubai and the earthquake-monitoring station in
Sharjah University.
The National Centre for Meteorology and
Seismology conducts scientific research and studies
in cooperation with various scientific institutes and
universities in the country. It collaborates with the
Ministry of Interior and the National Emergency,
Crisis and Disaster Management Authority. It also
collaborates with Abu Dhabi’s Department of
Municipal Affairs to develop and issue seismic risk
maps, following cooperation with experts. These
maps would be used in Abu Dhabi’s International
Building Code.

Abu Dhabi Traffic Systems Management Centre:
15 minutes to respond to road accidents
Abu Dhabi Traffic Systems Management Centre has set criteria and performance indices to measure
and monitor the efficiency of processing reports at the support operations and road support section at
the Department of Transport. They focused on response and evacuation time in an effort to maintain
fluid traffic. Arrival time (at the scene) was set at a maximum of 15 minutes for most minor to medium
accidents.

The centre noted a 20 per cent increase in the
number of incoming reports in the past two years.
In the same vein, a 35 per cent increase was
noted compared to last year in the centre’s traffic
management activities aimed at finding solutions to
congestions and reducing road accidents.
The centre manages accidents by responding
immediately to accident and car failure reports,
which prevents congestion and reduces chances
of secondary accidents. The centre work towards
increasing traffic safety and maintaining fluidity
on roads, which in turn reflects positively on the
economy and protects the safety of road users.
The centre is a central control room for traffic
management. It comprises operators, engineers and
controllers of street signals. It dispatches patrols
that provide support in cases of road accidents
or vehicle breakdown. They also provide car-

towing trucks. The centre’s staff also includes a
representative from Abu Dhabi Police who is in
charge of coordinating traffic management.
The centre is a hub for smart transport systems
that work continuously to develop and enhance
services offered to road users. The systems
currently in use include the traffic count stations
distributed across the road network in Abu Dhabi,
which record the numbers and sizes of cars on
roads and average speed, trip duration calculators
and surveillance cameras that are installed on all
streets in Abu Dhabi City.
The centre provides information services and it
communicates with road users via its smartphone
application “Darb” (Road), through an integrated
transport and navigation information system and
via social media platforms in addition to electronic
panels used to manage accidents and events.
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Aims to attract 3 thousand volunteers in phase 1

“Volunteering: National Duty” Programme
receives 960 applications
The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) announced that nearly
960 enrolment applications have been received for its volunteering programme “Volunteering: National
Duty”. The programme is open to citizens and residents of over 18 years of age, with priority given to
scientific or technical specialisations.

NCEMA held a
press conference at its
headquarters in Abu
Dhabi to announce the
latest
developments
in the programme. A
number of department
and section heads
were present at the
conference. Dr Jamal
Mohammed
Al
Hossani, the Director
of Technology and
Communication and
NCEMA’s spokesman,
and Dr Saif Jomaa Al Dhaheri, the Director
of Safety and Prevention at NCEMA and the
programme’s director both delivered speeches.
Coordination
programmes

with

other

volunteering

Dr Al Hossani noted that the programme
works in coordination and cooperation with other
volunteering programmes in the UAE. However,
volunteering for emergencies, crises or disasters
would be done under NCEMA’s umbrella. In
such cases, volunteers would be called in via the
National Operations Centre at NCEMA and the
various branches in all the emirates, as NCEMA
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is the authority on
emergencies in the
country. He went on
to express hope that all
citizens and residents
would
become
volunteers in any of the
programmes available
to them.
He
added
that
several states and
governments are keen
to promulgate a culture
of volunteerism across
their communities from an early age, making
volunteerism an integral part of social
responsibility and an ethical and humanitarian
duty, which isn’t restricted to one geographical
area, but could cross borders to regional and even
international territories.
Call to enrol in the programme
He explained that the programme, which
would be overseen by a highly qualified team,
constitutes an element of strong community
support to NCEMA and its branches throughout
the country. Membership is open to anyone
wishing to offer volunteer services in the event

of an emergency of any type.
Al Hossani called on all the members of UAE
community, especially active members, students,
employees, business owners and professionals
to join the programme’s membership network,
which is open to citizens and residents, men
and women alike, in order to foster the spirit of
belonging and solidarity amongst the community
and the state.
Alternative Service

volunteering is a humanitarian and national duty
that countries around the world seek to instate
in order to establish vigilant and responsible
generations. It is an important building bloc for
society and a conduit for advancement.

“Upon the directives of our wise leadership,
the UAE has recognised the importance of
volunteering through several initiatives that
encourage
citizens
to
volunteer in various areas
The programme
in a way that promotes our
does’nt work separately,
identity and our sense of
but in coordination and
belonging, entrenches the
cooperation with other
security of our society, and
volunteer programmes.
contributes to the protection
of lives and property,” he
Volunteering for
said.
emergencies, crises

Dr Al Hossani went on
to explain that coordination
is underway with the
National
and
Reserve
Service Authority regarding
citizens that don’t meet
the
requirements
for
national service to join the
volunteering programme, as
and disasters will be
He added that the
an alternative service, as per
volunteering
programme,
done under NCEMA’s
the provisions of the national
established to be a permanent
supervision. Volunteers
and reserve service law. He
programme, aims in the
noted that both authorities
would be called upon
first phase to attract three
are working in synergy on
through the National
this matter according to a
thousand
volunteers.
Operations
Center
and
Memorandum of Agreement
Applications should be
sub-centers in various
they signed on the sidelines
submitted
electronically
of the “Forum on National
emirates.
through the NCEMA website
Service and Promotion of
and sent to volunteers@
National Identity”, which
ncema.gov.ae
was held recently in Abu
Dhabi. The MoU provides for coordination and
Volunteers would engage in training under the
communication with the categories that don’t supervision of NCEMA and in cooperation with
meet the requirements of mandatory military
its strategic partners in order to reach a level of
service for medical and other reasons, to join an
readiness. He observed that the first batch of
alternative form of service.
volunteers, which comprises 50 applicants, would
Three thousand volunteers in the first phase begin their training as soon as the necessary
For his part, Dr Saif Al Dhaheri deemed that preparations are in place.
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Minister of Environment and Water:

Gearing up to launch a large number of strategic projects
to ensure water security sustainability in the UAE
HE Dr Rashid Ahmed bin Fahd, Minister of Environment and Water, announced that the ministry, in
its quest to ensure sustainable water security in the country, is planning to launch a large number of
strategic projects, locally and in the Gulf area, as well as to adopt a new agricultural policy that aims to
conserve water resources. He said an integrated national system for underground water management
and conservation would be launched in the coming phase.
The minister added that the ministry is cooperating
with the Environment Authority in Abu Dhabi over a
project for the strategic storage of water, which inspects
such techniques as the industrial injection technique and
storage of desalinated water in underground reservoirs
in the eastern region of Abu Dhabi emirate and the
northern emirates, for emergency use. The ministry is
also following up on several important projects such as
the linking of the internal water network in the UAE and
the GCC water network, as well as the water security
project and the development of a comprehensive water
strategy for the GCC.
Bin Fahd said the ministry is working on producing
the first national map for soil and underground water
uses in agriculture. He noted that the ministry would be
conducting a real review of water consumption fees and
developing a clear map for the rationing of consumption
to be on par with the global per capita water consumption
rate. The plans also include improving processed water
management and diversification.
In a newspaper interview, Minister bin Fahd stressed
that water resources are a priority for the ministry at
present… “It is one of our strategic objectives for the
short and long terms. We seek to achieve it by ensuring
an integrated management of natural and unconventional
water resources.” He pointed to a range of initiatives to
develop national legislation and mechanisms to ensure
the integrated management of natural water resources,
the preservation of fresh underground water and support
for the strategic reserve.
He explained that work is underway to prepare two
pieces of federal legislation pertaining to the integrated
management of water resources and the rationalisation of
water and energy consumption. A draft legislation is also
being developed to regulate the usage of underground
water desalination units in farms. A piece of legislation
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has already been issued banning the export of bottled
underground water. It came into effect last September.
The minister said the ministry is adopting a strategic
index meant to reduce demand on groundwater. It is
being followed up in coordination with the ministry’s
partners. It aims to develop agricultural policies to
reduce water consumption in the agricultural sector,
the main consumer of groundwater. This would help in
limiting the level of water depletion and developing a
national strategy for agricultural development as well as
conducting a survey and an assessment of groundwater
as a basis for an integrated system for groundwater
management, in addition to projects related to rainfall
harvest, supply dam building and a study project to
increase the levels of ground supply from dam lakes.
A study is also underway, in collaboration with the
international centre for saltwater agriculture and Dubai
Municipality, to assess the environmental impact of reuse of treated wastewater for agriculture.
The Minister of Environment and Water pointed out
that several pilot projects have been implemented to
date including a project to survey the soil in the northern
emirates and developing a database for soil in the
country along with linking the soil data for Abu Dhabi
and Dubai with the soil map for the northern emirates.
A national soil map was created, which is a significant
project in the area of land and water use management in
the agricultural sector.

In line with the strategy aiming to reduce response time to four minutes…

“Be a Paramedic”: a campaign to train
government employees to address emergencies

Abu Dhabi Police GHQ launched a new campaign called “Be a Paramedic” that aims to educate and
train 70 per cent of all staff in ministries, and government departments and institutions in the emirate.
The three-phase campaign would be rolled out during three years. The director of emergency and safety
at the General Department of Central Operations at AD Police Lieutenant Colonel Mohammed Ibrahim
Al Ameri explained that the first phase of the campaign would include 30 per cent of staff. Each of the
next two phases, in the coming two years, shall include 20 per cent of the remaining targeted staff.
Speaking at a press conference that was held
in the forensic evidence hall at AD Police, he
said the direct impact on the public and the
targeted categories would contribute to reducing
complications in medical emergency cases. The
community as a whole would become more about
the different intervention methods and the means
to request services when necessary. It would be
more knowledgeable about potential health risks
and the importance of first-aid training and the use
of required tools.
Lieutenant Colonel Al Ameri said the campaign’s
trainees would be introduced to public safety rules
and procedures, home and traffic accident risks,
and how to deal with asphyxiation, fire, falls and
drowning as well as heart attacks, strokes, diabetes
and other medical conditions in order to reduce their
complications. Trainees would be initiated in the
appropriate ways to ask for ambulance services by
providing precise location and contact information.
He went on to say: mothers working in the
targeted institutions would benefit significantly
from the campaign as they learn how to deal with
emergencies at home, how to call operations centres,
how to provide precise and useful information about
the incident, which could help in stablising the case
at hand and in efficiently reducing response time.
Al Ameri observed that the community
ambulance team, which would be delivering the
campaign, would offer training to government staff
across Abu Dhabi emirate, to equip them with the
necessary first-aid capabilities. He added that the

campaign embodies the vision and the mission of
Abu Dhabi Police General Command to ensure
continued safety and security in Abu Dhabi and to
increase the community’s confidence and its ability
to make optimum use of its human resources, as
well as activate the role of community first-aid to
prevent diseases and accidents. Trainees would also
learn how to use defibrillators, which could reduce
fatalities in cases of cardiac arrest.
He confirmed that the first-aid courses that the
emergency department is organising are in line
with NCEMA’s criteria and requirements. The
campaign is part of Abu Dhabi Police’s strategy
to reduce response time to four minutes only as
per the federal government’s vision. He pointed
out that the best first-aid training methods would
be implemented and first-aid locations would be
expanded to become complementary to Abu Dhabi
Police’s efforts and in a way that conforms with the
UAE’s national agenda for the next seven years to
make the UAE the world’s most secure place, and
to respond to emergency calls in record times.
Issue 10

35

Under the President’s directives and as part of Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed’s initiative

UAE Project to Aid Pakistan campaign
vaccinates 8 million children against polio

The campaign to vaccinate three million Pakistani children against polio has been successful, the UAE
Project to Aid Pakistan (UAE PAP) management announced. The campaign was launched under the
directives of UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan to support the health
sector and promote its prevention programme in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. It is part of the
initiative undertaken by His Highness General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of
Abu Dhabi, Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, to eradicate polio worldwide.
world how effective the UAE’s humanitarian
efforts and initiatives have been in achieving the
country’s noble goals, promoting human health and
preventing diseases and endemics. It also reflects
the key role played by the UAE in helping needy
peoples, supporting international efforts as well as
the United Nations’ disease, endemic, crisis and
disaster prevention programmes and ensuring a life
of dignity for all.

The project management highlighted the

Hitting the mark
According to the project management, the
campaign was centred in 23 regions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province and the Federally
Administered Tribal Areas and covered Frontier
Region Peshawar, Bannu, Charsadda, Dera Ismail
Khan, Hangu, Karak, Kohat, Lakki Marwat, Tank,
Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, Orakzai, Kurram,
North and South Waziristan, Frontier Region Tank
and Bara. A total of 3,048,669 children under the
age of 5 were vaccinated.
The campaign’s overwhelming success during
the first month of its launching proves to the
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importance of the initiative launched by His
Highness General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan to eradicate polio in the toughest and deeply
plagued areas of the world. The exceptional success
indicators recorded by the campaign since day one
show the Pakistani people’s great appreciation of
and confidence in the helping hand offered by the
Emirati leadership, it added. The geographical
areas covered by the campaign have constituted
a great challenge to national and international

campaigns alike which vainly tried to reach
them. Hence the great concern about an increase
in polio cases in these areas and their spread to
other regions, given that these areas accounted
for 95 per cent of the total polio cases reported
in Pakistan during the first six months of 2014.
Concerted efforts
According to the project management, the

campaign bore fruit thanks to its proper planning
and to the joint coordination and collaboration
between the on-field units, the Pakistani army, the
World Health Organization (WHO), the Pakistani
Ministry of Health and the authorities of the
provinces, all of which contributed to the success of
the campaign and bolstered the efforts of the units.
The implementation team included doctors,
nurses as well as check-up, follow-up, supervision
and data entry personnel who were either stationed
at health centres or deployed to remote areas and
villages.

the highest in ten years, in comparison with
58 cases in 2012 and 93 in 2013. A total of
99 cases were reported during the first seven
months of 2014 compared to 24 cases recorded
in the same period of 2013. Pakistan is one of
only three countries in the world where polio
still constitutes an endemic.

Awareness Campaigns
The campaign coincided with efforts to raise
people’s awareness about the gravity of the polio
endemic and to promote children vaccination
against this disease under the slogan “Health for
All-Better Future.”

The WHO had warned of the polio endemic
in Pakistan which reported 198 cases in 2011,
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Hamdan bin Zayed:

Expressing solidarity with victims isn’t enough
We must work to ease their suffering

The world needs more coordinated humanitarian efforts in order to face the huge challenges the
consequences of which are affecting a large number of communities as a result of conflicts, wars,
disasters and crises, said H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s Representative in the
Western Region, and President of Emirates Red Crescent (ERC).
Speaking on the World Humanitarian Day,
celebrated this year under the slogan “The World
Needs More” he said the day “is an opportunity to
celebrate the spirit that inspires humanitarian action
everywhere in the world, driving tens of thousands
of people to join the droves of volunteers to rescue
and assist victims of crises and disasters, mainly
the most vulnerable categories of society, women,
children, the elderly and people with disability who
pay a hefty price in crises.”
He added: “This international campaign is
unprecedented. It aims to turn words into action
in the form of aid. Declaring solidarity with the
victims isn’t enough. Action is needed to ease
the suffering of victims, in any way possible, and
to join capabilities to rescue victims from dire
humanitarian conditions.”
His Highness Sheikh Hamdan observed that the
risks facing humanitarian workers and volunteers
are on the rise in some areas of the world where
some of them are sacrificing their lives in the line
of duty and others are made to endure hardships…
nonetheless, he said, there is a rising persistence
to take part in volunteer missions and in efforts
to build vulnerable communities and mitigate
environmental and health risks as well as the
challenges of disability, refugee situations and
immigration.
“The efforts of all governments, international
humanitarian organisations, charities and civil
society organisations should be combined in order
to for them to counter the consequences of the
many dangers on the future of our world in which
we hope to see the spirit of solidarity, peace and
love prevailing everywhere,” he emphasised.
He praised the efforts of “thousands of
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volunteers that encounter all kinds of risks to
provide assistance to victims of crises in areas
that lack the basic requirements of security and
safety.” He also expressed gratitude to all those that
are supporting the programmes and events of the
Red Crescent in various areas… and he shed light
on the Red Crescent’s current ongoing efforts in
Gaza, Lebanon and Pakistan and other dangerous
areas. Red Crescent teams are being dispatched
immediately to crisis-hit areas to offer assistance
and rescue services to children and women and to
provide medical and welfare aid.
He concluded saying: “The world needs more
solidarity to address challenges of all kinds, and
more efforts to alleviate the suffering of humanity is
various parts of the world, as well as more support
for humanitarian organisation to allow them to
maximise their reach.”
“Even more important is the fact that the
world needs to reinforce the values of charity and
philanthropy, instil them on the mind in order for
us to make the world of our grandchildren a place
where love and fraternity prevails,” he added.

Lubna Al Qasimi:

UAE looking forward to a world where peace
and fraternity prevail
Sheikha Lubna bint Khalid Al Qasimi, Minister of International Cooperation and Development (Micad)
said the UAE is looking forward to a world where peace and fraternity prevail. She called for better
international efforts and common visions for protecting the lives of international humanitarian and aid
workers.
capabilities, as countries and international
organisations, to address the risks that threaten
these people who sacrifice own their stable lives
for the sake of supporting the lives of others reeling
under humanitarian crises and disasters around the
globe.”
“We appreciate the extent of the challenges
facing them and these show us the other side of
their characters as unseen soldiers whom we do not
see until they die or fall victim to attacks during
their holy mission. In addition to remembering the
tragedies that interrupt international humanitarian
work, we should also seek to reduce and counter
the risks these aid workers are exposed to.” She
noted that the World Humanitarian Day coincides
with the commemoration of the 2003 attack on the
UN Headquarters in Baghdad.

“Humanitarian work is one integrated whole,
and a consistent system where our effective
response to crisis-hit areas represents the beginning
that eventually leads to the protection of the lives
and safety of humanitarian and relief teams,”
said Sheikha Lubna in a statement on the World
Humanitarian Day.
She went on to say: “The world faces several
challenges when it comes to global humanitarian
action, mainly the need to strengthen our

This occasion, Sheikha Lubna noted, should
always serve as a reminder of the importance of
those victims, particularly through the drawing up of
clearly defined policies and plans and coordination
between all states and effective humanitarian
agencies.
“We very well understand that we are unable to
deliver aid of whatever volume, value or quality to
those in need without the help of these aid workers
who defy the dangers of conflicts, natural disasters
such as earthquakes, floods and epidemics,” added
Sheikha Lubna.
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Abu Dhabi’s air monitoring and waste management experience

At an international conference in California
The Environment Authority – Abu Dhabi affirmed that it succeeded, thanks to its campaign “Eltizam”
(commitment), in communicating with ready-mix concrete establishments in order to promote awareness
about the need to reduce the percentage of suspended particles in the atmosphere and to provide
instructions to the sector about best practices and compliance.

During its participation in the “Air and Waste
Management Association” Convention in California,
USA, which featured more than one hundred
environmental experts from around the world, the
Environment Authority shed light on Abu Dhabi’s
experience in the field of monitoring the quality of
air and waste management. The authority talked
about two studies it conducted aimed at monitoring
and regulating the ready-mix concrete sector, namely
the “Eltizam” Campaign and the “inspection and
compliance tools it uses to monitor the compliance of
establishments and projects.
Architect Khalid Al Hajeri and Ahmed Al Wahibi,
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Director of compliance at the Environment Authority –
Abu Dhabi, delivered a presentation on the authority’s
efforts to monitor the quality of air and manage waste.
Through its “Eltizam” campaign, the authority
worked with 160 establishments in the emirate of
Abu Dhabi to raise awareness about the need to fully
comply with the terms of environmental permits in the
sector of ready-mix concrete manufacture, especially
in terms of releasing suspended particles into the
atmosphere.
The campaign includes a range of training
programmes and inspection visits to establishments
to ensure compliance with environmental laws and
regulations.
“We have made significant progress in terms of
compliance in the sector by 46 per cent within a single
year,” said Al Wahibi.
For his part, Al Hajeri said: “Since we launched this
new technology, information gathering has become
more efficient. It has helped us to better focus on
reducing environmental impacts across the emirate.
Such tools allow us to contribute to sustainable
development and to continue to work for a better
future for all.”

Clear criteria set and special permits required

Mohammed bin Rashid issues resolution
on the national system for ozone-depleting substances
UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum has issued Cabinet Resolution No (26) of 2014 on national regime of ozone depleting
substances.
Pursuant to the Cabinet Resolution published in the last edition of the Official Gazette, all importers,
exporter and re-exporters of any materials, equipments and products containing ozone-depleting
substances must register duly with the authorised authorities and obtain prior permission to import,
export or re-export any of the materials prescribed by the law.

control pursuant to the resolution. Additionally,
the second appendix constitutes an index for
substances subject to proper disposal.
The products prescribed by the resolution
include vehicles’ air-conditioning, refrigerators,
air conditioners, freezers, dehumidifier, water
coolers, ice-makers and aerosol products,
with the exception of medical containers, fire
fighting equipment, isolation chips and panels
and tube covers.=
Article (4) of the resolution stipulates that
the Minister of Environment and Water shall
take the necessary measures and steps to ensure
the protection of the ozone layer. These include
determining, reducing or banning all activities
that impact the ozone layer, as per the Montreal
Protocol.

The Resolution encloses an appendix prescribing
the materials, equipments and products subject to

According to articles (5) and (6), all
controlled ozone-depleting substances shall be
reduced as per the appended list of substances.
The relevant authority shall regulate the
permitted quantities and quotas for import of
such substances.
Articles (7), (8), (9) and (10) prohibit issuing
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permits to any new establishments or the
expansion of any existing establishments that use
ozone-depleting substances. They prohibit the
manufacturing or use or import of any controlled
substances, systems, equipments and products that
contain controlled ozone-depleting substances.
The same articles prohibit the import or export
or re-export of controlled substances from and to
countries that aren’t signatories to the Montreal
Protocol.
The resolution requires transit trucks carrying
controlled substances or any equipments or
products containing ozone-depleting substances
to provide import permits from the relevant
authorities in the importing country. Article (12)
requires establishments that use such substances
to file an annual report to the relevant authority in
the country listing the substances, their quantities,
their date of import or re-export and their final
destination.
Article (14) prohibits disposal of controlled
substances, products and equipments without prior
authorisation from the competent authority. In case
of disposal across borders, the procedures listed
in the Basel Agreement on the Control of Transborder Transport and Disposal of Hazardous Waste
shall be enforced.
Articles (15) and (16) stipulate that importers
shall return any imported or transit shipments, or
any surplus thereof, to the export country, at their
own expense, in case of unauthorised importation
or in case shipments didn’t meet the data mentioned
in the authorisation.
The resolution gives all establishments that use
or deal with ozone-depleting substance operating
in the country a three-month deadline to adhere to
its provisions.
Article (19) of the resolution also prescribed the
authorities and powers delegated to the Ministry of
Environment and Water to enforce any procedures
42 October 2014

or actions to protect the ozone layer.
Article (20) stipulates that any texts or
resolutions contradicting the provisions of the
resolution shall be demed void.
Fines for Violations
Article (17) sets the fines to be imposed
for violations. It stipulates “the Ministry of
Environment and Water, or the relevant authority,
shall impose a Dh5,000 fine as sanction for any
infractions to article (3) of the resolution. A fine
of Dh50,000 shall be imposed for expansion
of existing establishments that use the ozonedepleting substances listed in appendix (1). The
same fine shall be given to violators of articles
(8) and (9). Additionally, a fine of Dh10,000 shall
be given to infractions to the provisions of article
(10). A fine of up to Dh100,000 shall be given to
violations of article (14).
Repeat violations within a period of one year
shall be met with a doubled fine, provided the
doubled fine doesn’t exceed Dh200,000.
Article (18) stipulated that in addition to the
determined administrative fine, the relevant
ministry or authority shall take any administrative
measures or sanctions as it deems necessary,
including: shutting down establishments for a
maximum of three months, and it retains the rights
to re-open the same establishment before the end of
the administrative shutdown in case the violation
was rectified. The ministry or the authority may
terminate an establishment’s operations and revoke
its licence in case said establishment was unable
to rectify its situation. Establishment owners shall
be entitled to complain to the ministry or to the
relevant authority regarding the final or temporary
shutdown decision within 30 days of receiving the
official shutdown notice.

Addressing chemical, biological or radioactive terrorist attacks

Decontamination procedures
Terrorism is an aspect of violence committed by humans within communities. Its meaning is related
to “terror and terrorising” and is defined by some as “any hostile act using violence and force against
civilians, with the aim of demoralising the ‘enemy’, by terrifying civilians using any means of violence.”

If we look at terrorism as an image of violence
witnessed by the international community since
long, and developing with the progress of the
community and different social relations… we
notice that terrorist attacks, regardless of their
atrocity, have never been as threatening as they
are today. Indeed, they are gaining in momentum
and claiming innumerable lives, particularly with
the appearance of new forms of terrorism based on
scientific and technological innovations.
Consequently, “terrorism” has become one of the
most commonly used terms worldwide, in a time
where crime rates are soaring and crimes are taking
increasingly diversified forms. Hence, terrorism
has become a perturbing and disturbing reality for
many communities, nations and countries.
Acts of terrorism are characterised by the terror
they instil along with the violence they cause,
such as explosions, destruction of public facilities,
wreckage of railways and bridges, poisoning of
potable water, propagation of infectious diseases
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and mass murders.
Terrorism knows no boundaries; no country
is immune to its risks. There is growing concern
about the potential use of chemical, biological,
radiological or explosive materials by terrorists
against innocent civilians. Thus, it is necessary to
understand the nature of the threats and to become
acquainted with the protective measures that can
be taken to anticipate the risks of terrorism.
This article lists the safety procedures and steps
to be observed to address chemical, biological
or radioactive contamination and explains
decontamination steps.
In case of an incident involving hazardous
material such as chemical, biological or radioactive
substances, the relevant authority sets up special
installations on site to decontaminate any
potentially contaminated people. This process is
crucial for saving lives and preventing the spread
of contamination. The integrated decontamination
Step 3
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process includes the following six steps…
Nonetheless, it is important to remember that
discarding of the victim’s clothes can help get rid
of up to 80 per cent of the contaminating substance.

shower liquid that is provided to you.
• Use the sponge to rub all your body with the
shower liquid with special focus on your armpits
and groin.

Step 1/ Gather your personal belongings
• Place your personal belongings in a small bag.

• Dispose of the contaminated sponge in the trash
bin.

• Write your national register number on the bag
with a marker.

• Shower completely for two minutes to wash off
the contaminated liquid.

• Place any small or important items in the
personal effects bag and hand the bag to Civil
Defence or the relevant authority.
• Place any garbage in a separate bag and close it
tight then proceed to the showering unit.
Step 2/ Remove your clothes
• Remove your clothes and the remaining personal
effects and place them in a trash bag.
• Close the bag and seal it tight with a piece of
threat or rope.

Step 4/ Dry off
• Use a towel to dry off completely.
• Discard of the contaminated towel in the trash
bin.
Step 5/ Examination
• Lift your arms in a T to allow paramedics to test
for contamination.

• Discard of the trash bag by placing it in the trash
container.

• If the individual fails examination, he/she must
repeat step 3 (showering)

Step 3/ Shower
• Use a sponge.

Step 6/ Put on clothes

• Lean forward and wash your hair first.

• Proceed to the temporary quarantine area and
await further instructions.

• Put on a bathrobe and a pair of shoes.

• Soak yourself in water and use the non-ionising
Step 4
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