28th. Issue - April 2019

The Future Foresight of Emergencies
and Crises:

Capabilities and Challenges

World Government Summit

4,000 top officials gather
to formulate the future

UAE Leads Region
in Enhancing Food Security

Year Of Tolerance Commenced

Pope Francis Pays a Historic visit to UAE

The Future Foresight of Emergencies and Crises:

Capabilities and Challenges

We would like to extend

Our Thanks

to their Highnesses and their Excellencies,
as well as everyone contributed to the success of the

Emergency and Crisis Management Conference, 2019
including speakers, sponsors and attendees. We are grateful to
your valuable Contribution that enhanced UAE′s image inside our dear country
both internally and globally

On-track

The Future of Emergency and Crisis
Management in an Unstable World
Recently, the world has faced a lot of rapid and radical changes of different sorts,
resulting in crises in various countries. This has given rise to the need for rethinking
planning in the field of emergency and crisis management, so that it can be more
effective, proactive and capable of meeting the requirements of a hard-to-predict
future. In other words, a need for long-term planning has been strongly felt.

As a result, many countries set out to study past

One of the main areas where anticipating the future

experiences in order to detect points of weakness in

is important is that of emergency, crisis and disaster

traditional crisis and emergency management, their aim

management. Readiness for crises and emergencies not

being developing more updated strategies that can enable

only entails that sufficient financial resources and updated

decision makers to predict emergencies and be ready not

information be available, but it mainly requires that we be

only for containing them but also for averting them.

able to predict future emergencies beforehand, through

Because of all that, studies that focus on the future

studying the factors and variables likely to prove most

have become the prime concern of decision makers. Such

influential in the coming years , predicting the nature and

studies are no longer regarded as ‘scientific extravagance’,

types of disasters and emergencies that we may have to

so to speak; they are now considered necessary for

deal with sooner or later, and anticipating the implications

countries that aspire to keep up with developed countries

of such disasters and emergencies. These are the first

in such an ever-changing world as today’s world, with all

steps for effective planning and for developing our potential

its fearfully sophisticated technology and with the advent

to face future crises with both confidence and efficiency.

of new, non -traditional threats which render the future all
the more uncertain.

Prediction is undoubtedly not an end in itself but
a means to an end, which makes it necessary for us to

In this respect, the UAE , represented by its government

be always ‘in the know’ as far as modern technology,

institutions and organs, is giving priority to future

including AI applications, is concerned, so that we can

prediction and anticipation. This is in line with the vision

be able to make the best use of the latest technological

of our guided leaders who work hard for the future, with

innovations in the field of dealing with future threats in an

their eyes on maximizing the opportunity of enhancing the

effective, professional way.

UAE’s international status and securing a high quality of
life for the Emirati people.
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Government Accelerators

Mohammed bin Rashid: We are Keen on Achieving Highest

National Food Security Rates

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum ,Vice President and Prime
Minister of the United Arab Emirates, and Ruler of Dubai, stressed that the UAE
government is keen on achieving the highest food security rates as well as sustainability
as a main basis for maintaining a high quality of life in the UAE and also as an important
requirement for achieving sustainable and comprehensive development so as to
enhance the UAE’s rank on world food security indexes, to make the UAE one of the
world’s leading centers for innovative food security.
Commenting on the work of the government accelerator

He added: ‘We dream of a better future for the coming

teams for adopting modern agricultural technology, his Highness

generations. We want all people living in the UAE to have access

said: ‘Achieving food security is one of the main aims of the UAE.

to healthy food. We want to develop tools and solutions for food

We want the UAE to be a pioneer in the area of food security,

security challenges. We want to create models and practical

through developing an integrated, sustainable food security

methods with which to improve the agricultural sector so as to

system, capable of employing future technology in coming up

secure reliable, sustainable resources.’

with innovative solutions for problems pertaining to food security.

During his visit to the Government Accelerators’ premises, his

We realize that our food security is an indispensible basis for our

Highness listened to an explanation of the ten strategies developed

comprehensive development plans and aspirations.’

by the work teams and supervised by the Food Security Office. The
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aim of the strategies is to develop effective and innovative solutions
that can maximize the efficacy and competitiveness of national
food production. They also aim at providing support for workers in
the field of food security, and attracting investment necessary for
sustainable agricultural projects that can ensure food security for
the UAE and enhance economic growth.
Her Excellency Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb Al
Mehairi, Minister of State for Food Security, said that benefiting
from the various experiences in creating a comprehensive vision for
the future of food security in the UAE, and guaranteeing a suitable
investment environment and improving the quality and quantity of
national agricultural production are factors highly necessary for
achieving self-sufficiency in food production, and that this is one of
the main foundations of the national food security strategy.
The Government Accelerator Program for the Acceptance
of Modern Agricultural Technology has two main goals, the
first of which is using technology and developing methods

Additionally, obligatory standards for fish farming and compatibility

for enhancing cooperation between the government on the

systems for protecting local products and standardizing their

one hand and entrepreneurs on the other hand, so as to

quality have been developed. Besides, logistic support for the fish

ensure higher rates of food production through creating a

farming sector has been provided.

good investment environment. As for the second goal, it has

The program launched the comprehensive electronic

to do with developing and advancing fish farming in fresh and

platform for food security information on the website Bayanat.

saltwater, which, in turn, would provide new food resources.

ae, with the aim of attracting investments from outside the

Many initiatives were launched as part of

UAE. The platform provides information

the program.

on the components of the World Food

One of these initiatives had to do with
adopting modern technology in closed
agricultural systems, characterized by their
sustainability and ability to save water and
reduce the cost of creating and operating
agricultural systems. The initiative also
helps to enhance the agricultural sector
through sustainable financing systems

First-Ever
National
Sustainable
Agriculture label
Announced

Security Index, including indicators of
food availability, food usage, production
systems, prices, purchasing power, supply
chains and product accessibility.
It is worth mentioning that Government
Accelerators are a way of conducting future
government work, based on joint work
teams that consist of top officials from the

and through making available the data

local governments and the confederation

and information necessary for developing

government, representing the private and

studies and programs that can encourage entrepreneurs to

the academic sectors and civil society institutions. The accelerators

invest in this budding and promising sector .

work collaboratively to accelerate the performance of those who

The initiatives also included releasing the first-ever national

work on achieving the objectives of the national agenda, as well as to

label for sustainable agriculture, which is compatible with the UN

accelerate the services, policies and programs that the government

frameworks for assessing and evaluating sustainable agriculture.

depend upon in carrying out strategic projects
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Preparing for First Operating Procedure with Utmost Safety

First Nuclear Station in Barakah
The Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation is currently preparing for operating the first power
station of the Barakah Project for peaceful nuclear power, in accordance with the highest safety
standards. The project is the first ever in the Middle East. It consists of four identical power
stations with a productive capacity that, by the time the nuclear reactor is fully operated, will
amount to 5600 MW . This is expected to secure 25% of the UAE’s electricity, and is a reliable
and environment-friendly source of energy as well. The huge project, with all its phases, reflects
the UAE’s ability to conform to the highest standards, and the good reputation our dear country
enjoys, which is enhanced by the great trust that the world has in the UAE as a result of its great
achievements under the wise leadership of our leaders.

6
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Established in 2009, the Emirates Nuclear
Energy Corporation has been working on building
four peaceful nuclear power stations to provide the
UAE with reliable, environment-friendly electricity.
Meanwhile, the UAE works on qualifying staff for the
mission of running the stations. This is considerably
useful for enhancing economic and social growth
in the UAE. Besides, peaceful nuclear power as a
new source for low-carbon electricity helps vary the
sources of energy in the UAE and promote safety.
The Project is the first ever in the Middle East.
It will consist of four identical stations that will be
simultaneously established. The stations’ productive
capacity is expected to be 5600 MW. It is noteworthy
that by the end of January 2019 around 95% of the
second station,87% of the third and 79% of the
fourth were already constructed. Overall, 91% of the
project was completed by the end of January, 2019.
The stations are located in Al-Dhafra, Abu Dhabi,
overlooking the Arabian Gulf, 53 km south west of
Ruwais. This location was chosen based on various
factors, including earthquake history, distance
from densely populated areas, and closeness to
water resources ,existent power resources and
infrastructure. Besides, other factors were taken
into consideration, such as whether the nature
of the land is suitable to build on, and whether it
is distant enough from urban areas so that any
negative environmental impacts can be contained.
Security was another important factor that played a
role in deciding on this location, as well as ease of
evacuation in case of emergency.

Choosing Kepco:
In 2009, the Corporation chose Kepco, the largest
South-Korean corporation in the field of nuclear
energy, to execute and then help operate the project.
Kepco is a leading corporation as far as reliability,
efficiency and safety are concerned, according to the
World Association of Nuclear Operators.
Kepco was chosen after a whole year of
considering different options by a team made of
75 international experts in the field of energy.
The factors on which these experts based their
evaluation included safety and ability to carry out the
project with utmost efficiency. Another important
factor was that the chosen company should be fully
committed to training human resources on running
the stations. It is worth mentioning that Kepco is
currently responsible for designing, building and
operating four stations with a productive capacity
of 1400 MW in the Barakah nuclear power station
in return for around 73 billion Dirhams (20 billion
USD). According to the contract, Kepco must provide
intensive, specialized training courses with the aim
of developing the skills of human resources, so that
the UAE can have its own, all-Emirati workforce in
the field of nuclear power.

The Barakah Station for
Peaceful Nuclear Energy

Issue 28
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An International Model
The Emirates Nuclear Emergency Corporation,
which was established by a Bill passed by His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE President, in 2009 is successfully working on
making the Barakah Project a leading project and
an inspiration for the countries that look forward to
entering the arena of peaceful nuclear energy. It is
worth mentioning that the UAE is the first country
to apply the third phase of the International Atomic
Energy Agency approach.
In September 2018, the UAE’s permanent mission
to the UN received the Agency’s report concerning the
infrastructure of the project. The Agency’s team, which
consists of nine international experts, visited the UAE in
the period between the 24th of June to the 1st of July. The
experts thoroughly and accurately examined the nuclear
infrastructure to decide how much progress was made
since the Agency’s last visit to the UAE in 2011.

8
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The team evaluated the project in terms of 19
infrastructure-related points which are used to
evaluate countries supposed to be in the final stage
of preparing for operating their nuclear power
stations.
In 2019 the Corporation finished building the
dome of the containment building in the fourth, and
last, station, in addition to all the main concrete
constructions. It also accomplished all tasks
involving heavy equipment for all four stations, in
collaboration with Kepco.
Besides, the Corporation succeeded in operating
the main and emergency power converters of the
second station. As a result, it passed the thermal
expansion test successfully.

A Culture of Innovation
and Creativity:
In 2018 many forums were held to discuss

topics pertaining to the Barakah project with the
aim of raising awareness of the importance of the
project. One of these was the Supplier Forum, held
in collaboration with Nawaha Energy Corporation,
with the purpose of developing and advancing the
supplying sector on the local level, so that suppliers
can successfully meet the needs of operating the
stations and providing spares, etc.
The Emirates Nuclear Energy Corporation is keen on
promoting innovation and establishing it as an inseparable
part of the work culture in the UAE. A device simulating the
Barakah control rooms was designed by the Corporation
staff, and it was installed in no more than four months. It
cost much less than similar devices that also take years
to be installed.

The Corporation’s
Achievements Enhance
its Leading Position:

has stressed that safety is its first priority, and that
each single employee is personally responsible for it.
Barakah Marks a new Stage for Arab Economy:
Operating the first Barakah station marks a new
stage not only for the UAE economy but for the Arab
economy . The project is in line with the international
tendency to vary economic resources. The UAE is
giving the whole region a new type of energy, which
is environment-friendly, sustainable and safe, thus
encouraging other countries to embark on peaceful
nuclear endeavors. In addition, economy experts say
that such kind of power costs much less than other
types whose prices are always increasing.
Nuclear energy secures sustainable power and
helps reduce carbon emission, as nuclear power
stations produce huge amounts of
electricity by using small amounts
of nuclear fuel. One uranium pellet
can produce as much energy as
that produced by 474 liters of fuel,
or one ton of coal. This energy is
enough for generating electricity
in one house for two months with
next to zero carbon emission.
According to an Emirati study
conducted in the last decade,
nuclear energy has proved the
perfect choice for the UAE, as it is safe, environment
–friendly and economically profitable. It also provides
huge amounts of electricity with a minimum of
harmful carbon emission.
The Barakah Project will provide the energy
necessary for accomplishing important projects.
This energy is, in the long run, much cheaper than
that produced traditionally. It can be an important
alternative for oil, whose prices are unstable. One
ton of uranium produces as much energy as that
produced by million oil barrels. Nuclear energy
is also clean, unlike coal and oil energy which is
definitely not environment-friendly

Containment
Dome for
Fourth and
Last Nuclear
Power Station
Completed

The achievements accomplished
lately by the Corporation have
enhanced its status, which is manifest
in the huge number of conferences
and events that representatives of
the Corporation have attended.
In
these
conferences,
the
Corporation sheds light on the
Barakah project, its importance and its uniqueness,
and also brings into focus the role it-the Corporationplayed in establishing new standards and practices
in the nuclear power sector, in both existing and new
projects.
The Corporation stressed that developing an
advanced peaceful nuclear power program, in
accordance with the international standards, is
based on many main factors, such as the existence
of a culture of safety that guarantees that work
on the project would go smoothly and without any
negative impacts on the environment or society.
Since it was established in 2009, the Corporation
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Year of Tolerance commenced:

Pope Francis Pays a Historic visit to UAE
Arabian Peninsula for First Time

In last February, Pope Francis, the head of the Catholic Church and sovereign
of the Vatican city state, visited the UAE for the first time, where he was
received by his Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, and his Highness
Mohamed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE›s Armed Forces..

10
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An official ceremony was held to mark Pope Francis’s
arrival at the presidential palace

in Abu Dhabi. The Pope’s

Pope who described it as an opportunity to enhance peace and
understanding between the Muslim and the Christian worlds.

parade was accompanied by a number of cavalry soldiers
riding Arabian horses in the palace yard. Meanwhile, aircrafts

7 Messages Sent by the Visit:

of the Cavalry Division soared high above the presidential

The first of its kind to the Arabian Peninsula, the Pope’s

palace, forming the flag of the Vatican, in celebration of the

visit to the UAE sends a number of important messages

Important visit.

concerning the role played by the UAE ,the far-sighted Emirati

Pope Francis: My visit to the UAE marks a new phase in

leaders, and the UAE people in enhancing tolerance and

the history of the dialogue between Christianity and Islam that

peaceful coexistence both nationally and internationally. The

enhances world peace, based on concepts of brotherhood.

seven messages that the visit has sent can be considered a

Meeting Muslim leaders is the best way to refute the claims

new phase in the history of the dialogue between religions and

of those who say that the relationship between the Islamic

civilizations.

civilization and the Christian civilization is characterized by
discord and conflict at the present time.

The UAE Worldwide Importance:

The Abu Dhabi Declaration Condemns Violence:

respect and importance worldwide. It reflects the nations of

The visit also shows that the UAE has come to enjoy both
During the visit, Pope Francis, together with Dr Ahmad

the world’s trust in the UAE’s great influence as a model of

Al Tayeb, Grand Imam of Al Azhar, signed the Abu Dhabi

tolerance, moderation and balance to be followed by other

Declaration which condemns violence caused by religious

countries – a model that can be an alternative to other models

fanaticism among other motives. The Pope said that by so

which have had a subversive effect on both the Arab Region

doing, the religious leaders have ‘clearly and decisively’

and the whole world in the last two decades. The visit, historic

shown that respect and understanding can be the bases of the

as it is, emphasizes that the UAE’s peaceful objectives are

relationship between the Christian and Muslim worlds.

in line with that of the advocators of peace and coexistence

The Pope met some of the most important Muslim

between the different religions all over the world.

scholars in the Grand Mosque in Abu Dhabi, describing the
meeting as ‘highly amiable and fraternal’. The importance of
the meeting, which lasted for 30 minutes, was stressed by the

Crowning Emirati Values:
The visit crowns the UAE’s constant efforts to bring into

Issue 28
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focus the tolerance of Islam. The UAE has always worked

An Important Link:

on putting theory into practice in this respect, which is

The visit also stresses the importance of the UAE as a link

particularly manifest in creating the first-ever Ministry of

between the Arab-Islamic world on the one hand and the

Tolerance, as well as many intellectual centers, such as

countries of the world on the other hand, especially that the

Hidaya, the Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies,

UAE has always exerted great effort to combat all kinds of

the Muslim Wise Men Council, Sawab, among other important

hate and discrimination, and has, on many occasions, been

and internationally influential Institutions.

able to host meetings between representatives of different
religions with the aim of conducting constructive discussion

Social Awareness:
In addition, the visit sheds light on the uniqueness of the

of the issues and challenges likely to endanger the future
of peaceful coexistence between people all over the world.

nature of the UAE society, which is united, able to maintain its
religious and cultural identity and, at the same time, openminded enough to benefit from the experiences of the other

Trust
Besides, the visit reflects the great, reciprocal trust
between the UAE and the religious authorities worldwide,

nations.

represented this time by the Catholic Church. This trust
This social awareness on the part of the Emirati people

has developed into an unshakeable belief in the UAE as

was emphasized by the Pope in the speech he delivered before

a strategic partner capable of enhancing the values of

the visit, where he said: ‘The UAE is the land of prosperity and

peaceful coexistence, spreading tolerance and creating

peace, a home for coexistence, where people from all over

an environment of communication that would reduce the

the world go to work and live, feeling perfectly safe, because

clashes suffered by many countries as a result of fanaticism

they are sure they are in a country that respects difference’.

and lack of tolerance, open-mindedness and awareness.

Many factors have contributed to making the UAE such a
place, one of which is the fact that human development has

Safety and Stability

always been a priority to the UAE leaders. Another is the

Furthermore, the visit and its proceedings bear witness

influence of the clear and direct messages which the UAE

to the fact that the UAE is a safe and stable country that

leaders, since the time of the late father founder Sheikh
Zayed, have been sending.

12
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spares no effort to ensure the safety of all people, whether

human fraternity, as well as a link between the different

they be UAE citizens or residents. Nowadays the UAE is

civilizations and cultures’

always regarded as the perfect place for hosting important

In Britain, The Times dedicated a special report to

international events, and is preferred as a safe haven by

the visit, under the headline ‘Pope to make history with

people who want to follow their ambition, no matter where

visit to United Arab Emirates’, explaining that hundreds of

they come from.

thousands of Catholics (out of one million Catholic living
in the UAE) are eagerly waiting for the Pope’s visit.

Unique Organizational Skills:

The British Daily Mail said that the Pope’s visit stresses

The UAE’s ability to host international events was

the idea that the UAE is a homeland for diversity, adding that

particularly manifest in the way the visit and all its

half of the 2 million Catholics in the Arabian Peninsula live

proceedings, especially the Mass, were organized. Attended

in the UAE.

by 135,000 people, the Mass clearly showed that the UAE

The Financial Times said that the visit enhances the

has greatly benefited from the experience it has gained in

UAE’s identity as a beacon for tolerance and coexistence

the last years in the field of hosting and organizing such

in a region suffering from various clashes for religious and

important events.

racial reasons. Le Boin, a French weekly magazine, said
that the Catholics living in the UAE are experiencing burning

A High-Profile Visit:

enthusiasm for the Pope’s visit.

The visit was covered by media all over the world.

Associated Press said that the Pope’s visit and meeting

The CNN mentioned that the visit is part of the endeavors

with the Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayeb enhance the

to create bridges of communication between the different

UAE’s efforts to promote dialogue between religions, and

religions and cultures. The CNN also mentioned that

highlights the Emirati openness and tolerance towards

the Pope’s visit, the seventh to a country with a Muslim

other religions.

majority, is a token of love from the Pope, the Vatican
representative, to the Muslim world.
It also referred to the Pope’s statement that the UAE is
‘a country that aims at being a model of co-existence and

The New York Times also covered the visit under the
headline ‘Why Pope Francis’s Historic Visit to the Gulf
Matters?’. The article referred to the visit as a glimpse of
hope for the Christians of the Middle East
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Food Security Tops World Challenges

Alternative Agricultural Technologies
One of the most important outcomes of the seventh World Government
Summit was a report pertaining to food security, which not only discusses
the status quo of food security but also provides practical solutions and
recommendations, which make it possible for governments, societies and
individuals to join hands for the good of humanity.

The report, titled ‘Food Security in the 21st Century:

aspects if it is to exist at all, with countries and cities

Sustainable and Resilient Foods for Future Generation’, is

following a holistic approach when considering their food

the collaborative work of the Summit and Oliver Wyman,

systems from ‘farm-to-fork’ and the interconnection of

an international management consulting company.

their national systems to the world’. It also explains that

According to it, ‘ Food security must be developed in all

though it has been sought by many countries, food security

14
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cannot be achieved without the necessary infrastructure,
logistic services, food processing facilities and distribution
channels, as the existence of a weak link in the chain of
food production and distribution makes ensuring food
security difficult, if not impossible.
The report also shows that food production systems
around the world do not work independently of one
another, and that, ‘ given the dramatic advance of climate
change and increasingly severe weather events as well
as population growth, increased urbanization, aging
population, changing dietary patterns, and decreased
arable land’, our food production systems need to be more
flexible and resilient to climate change.
The report predicts that the future demand for food will
make it necessary that our food production systems be
revolutionized, stating that we need to re-think all that
has to do with food production, including agricultural
technology, and investment in the agriculture and food
sectors, so that the world should witness the next wave of
climate-resilient technology, which will advance our food
production systems.
Five Climate-Resilient Agricultural Technologies:
The report discusses five climate-resilient agricultural
technologies, one of the most important of which is the

Nuclear Power:
Sustainable, Safe, and
Low-Carbon Energy

high-tech plastic greenhouses which make it possible to
produce food in hostile environmental conditions in both
the desert and the cold regions. It explains that such

control systems, all of which consume huge amounts of

technology is widely and successfully used in China and

energy.

the Netherlands among other countries, pointing out that

The third technology that the report refers to is closed

the current market value of this technology is 20 billion

containment fish farming, which provides more than half

USD, expected to achieve a 7% annual rise.

of the world’s demand for fish, and is expected to achieve

Another important technology in this connection is

a 20% growth to reach 27 million tons by 2030.

vertical farming , which can help produce a hundredfold

The report, in addition, discusses cultured meat

amount of the food produced by each square foot of a

technology, which produces meat in laboratories depending

traditional farm. Vertical farming also saves 95% of the

on tissue engineering. It explains that compared to raising

water used by traditional farms, not to mention the fact

livestock, this revolutionary technology is environment-

that its produce is pesticide-free. However, the report

friendly, referring to the fact that culturing meat saves

mentions that vertical farms have not achieved the ability

90%-95% of the space required for traditional livestock

to compete with traditional farming yet, due to the high

raising, and reduces greenhouse gas emission by almost

cost of using artificial lights and temperature and humidity

96% and water consumption by almost 9%
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الحدث

World Government Summit

Top Officials

gather to formulate the future

Under the auspices of his Highness Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), and Ruler of the Emirate of Dubai, the seventh
World Government Summit was inaugurated last February. The
Summit was attended by more than 4,000 officials representing 140
countries, including presidents, prime ministers, top officials and
heads of 30 international organizations, who gathered together to
outline the world’s future.

16
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الحدث

600 experts and visionaries took part in more than 200

future plans for environmental and climate issues, the

main and interactive dialogue sessions, in which they

future plans for education, job market and future skills,

discussed plans pertaining to the most vital sectors. The

future plans for trade and international co-operation,

sessions were attended by more than 120 managers and

future plans for societies and political relations and,

officials from leading international corporations.

finally, future plans for media and communication between

Mohammed Al-Gergawi, Minister of Cabinet Affairs

government and society.

and The Future,Stressed that the vision of his Highness
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum embodied by the

Top Emirati Officials Take Part in the Summit:

Summit is actually a recipe for success that should

The Summit was attended by top Emirati officials. For

be followed by the various governments of the world,

example, his Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed

describing the Summit as a factory where governmental

bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and

development is produced, as well as an academy that

chairman of the Dubai executive council, was the speaker

enables governments to benefit from the latest practices

in one of the main sessions, in which he discussed seven

and trends, and provides them with the tools necessary for

important factors that would shape and determine the

putting the new, productive ideas into practice.

nature of the cities of the future. Besides, his Excellency

The interactions discussed seven main topics-namely,

Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister of Interior and Deputy

future of technology and its impact on future governments,

Prime Minister, was the speaker in the session ‘A Career

the future vision for the health and life quality sectors, the

of Wisdom’, and Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed bin Sultan
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Al Nahyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International

Innovations of Creative Governments

Cooperation, spoke in the session ‘The Pope’s UAE Visit:

In addition, innovative solutions developed by creative

A New Chapter in the History of Human Fraternity’.

governments were demonstrated as part of the activities,

Sheikha Maryam bint Mohamed bin Zayed also took part

including models that can be adopted worldwide, in

in a main session under the title ‹Choosing the Future that

such fields as smart transport, health care, services,

we will Bequeath to the Coming Generations›.

agriculture, refugee incorporation, data security, and
enabling people to benefit from the digital revolution.

International Forums and Cultural Events
16

forums were held as part of the activities

of

Humans: The Summit’s Prime Concern:

the Summit, including the International Dialogue for

His Highness Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Vice

Happiness and Life Quality, the International Forum for

President and Prime Minister of the UAE, and Ruler of

AI Governance, World Politics Platform, Climate Change

Dubai, emphasized that ‘humans are the prime concern of

Forum, Sustainable Development Objectives Forum,

those who gathered for the Summit, as our main objective

Fourth Annual Arab Fiscal Forum, Gender Balance Forum,

is to arrive at a future vision for all sectors, to create a

World Health Forum, Government Services Forum, Astana

better life for people’, explaining that the Summit aims at

Civil Service Forum, Advanced Skills Forum, Employment

‘unifying efforts, endeavors and ideas in a way that would

Future Forum, Government Communication Future

promote life quality for people’. He added: ‘The Summit

Forum, Women in Government Forum and Future of

is a golden opportunity for all of us to think about and

Humanitarian Effort Forum.

discuss the optimal ways for developing government work
cultural bodies were

so as to achieve prosperity for all the peoples of the world.

inaugurated, such as the Museum of the Future, which

Through this Summit, we aspire that the UAE would be a

provides visitors with an opportunity to live exceptional

pioneer for others in collaborative planning for the future,

interactive experiences and take a look at the future in a

through hosting discussions of such important issues as

highly creative way.

technology, health and life quality.’

In addition, many important
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He stressed that preparing for the future ‘requires
governments to be more flexible, ready for and able to
invest in whatever can create a better future’.
Mohamed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander
of the UAE›s Armed Forces, said: ‘The Summit is
considered a gathering of intellectuals, administrators
and leaders that emphasizes the message that the UAE
is always keen on sending: the importance of creating
human societies that enjoy welfare and stability’. He also

We have a golden
opportunity for
discussing ways
to develop
government work.

stated that it is important that ‘policies and strategic

developing whatever is necessary for keeping up with the

government plans be dedicated to empowering humans,

latest changes’. He also emphasized that the fact that

who are the backbone of development’. In addition,

the UAE hosts such an important summit ‘bears witness

he said: ‘The Summit is going to work, as always,

to the UAE’s status as a model to be followed by other

on outlining the ways government work should be

countries in the field of government work.’

conducted in the future. It has established the tradition

Generally speaking, it can be said that the 7th

that public education should be continuing education,

Summit is a new success, to be added to the success

and that it is possible to benefit from the experiences of

of the previous summits. The Summit has become

successful government departments and institutions all

an important platform for knowledge that helps

over the world’.

governments enhance their performance, update their

Furthermore, he said: ‘Living governments are those

tools, and get ready for future challenges. This has

that seek knowledge and experience, and that depend

made countries seeking a better future for their citizens

in conducting their work on innovation, creation and

keen on taking part in the Summit
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First-Ever Exercise:

Readiness 2019 Shows Abu Dhabi
Ready for Emergencies

Abu Dhabi Health Services Company (SEHA) has successfully completed the 2019 readiness
exercise, with the aim of assessing the company’s ability to deal with the spread of certain
epidemics that require activating various levels of additional services and support plans, such as
the Accommodating Capacity Plan and the SEHA Plan for Responding to Epidemics. This comes as
part of putting into action SEHA’s overall plan for responding to, and dealing with, emergencies.
The exercise is the first ever to be performed in the UAE. It

The exercises, performed by all the facilities and bodies

was carried out in collaboration with the Abu Dhabi Department

of SEHA, has been noticeably successful, partly thanks to the

of Health. It covered all the SEHA facilities in all the geographic

innovations and technology that SHEA depends upon. The health

regions of Abu Dhabi.

care to be provided for the injured in case of emergency was

It is worth mentioning that SHEA, and all its medical facilities,

evaluated as excellent.

adopt many programs and initiatives which make it possible to

The exercise has also shown that all the concerned bodies

respond to crises, emergencies and disasters with a high degree

and facilities work in perfect harmony, and that the success of

of efficiency, and guarantee that health services can be offered

SEHA strategies and plans is best reflected in the professional

under any circumstances.

performance of the medical, technical and administrative teams.

SHEA designs plans for dealing with emergencies and crises

The exercise aims at assessing the ability of the SHEA system to

based on a scientific analysis that is in line with its vision-namely

deal with emergencies and highlighting the aspects of this system

‘Leadership in the field of offering high-quality, comprehensive

that can be worked further upon for more efficiency. This includes

health care in accordance with the standards of safety and

achieving the optimal use of resources which ensures the safety

quality’. The plans cover all methods and procedures of dealing

of both those who work in the field of offering health services and

with large numbers of injuries that require a high accommodating

those who benefit from these services, as well as guaranteeing

capacity on the part of hospitals, in addition to plans for dealing

that the health facilities will be capable of continuing to provide

with the threats and dangers that facilities can face.

health services with utmost efficiency
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Innovation in the Police Sector

Ghazar for Flood Alerting,
Invincible Fortress for Raids

As part of the proceedings of the National Science, Technology & Innovation Festival,
the Ras Al-Khaima police have launched two innovations that would help protect the
Emirati society against dangers and maintain people’s safety-namely, Ghazar and
the Invincible Fortress Shield. Ghazar is the first flood alert system to be devised by
the UAE police, with the aim of reducing accidents caused by heavy rain and floods.
It measures the water level in the valleys and warns drivers against crossing these
valleys in case water levels were likely to cause harm.
As for the Invincible Fortress, it is a ballistic shield

The Ras Alkhaima police are always keen on securing

that can be effectively used in combating riot as well

a work environment that stimulates innovation through

as in carrying out police raids. It is noteworthy that the

encouraging creative individuals. It comes as no surprise

proceedings witnessed the launching of many other

that the UAE leadership has made it clear that the

innovations, such as the remote-control, visual alerting

aforementioned innovations must be immediately made

tablet that can be linked to the operations room. Another

use of, and that the police force must be increased so as

innovation was the mobile, field hospital for emergencies,

to guarantee efficiency and enhance police performance

crises and disasters.

in a way that would ensure people’s safety
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UAE Leads Region

in Enhancing
Food Security

Mehairi, Minister of State for Food Security, stressed that
the UAE is playing a leading role in the region in the field of
enhancing food security depending on international cooperation,
as well as in promoting and enhancing agricultural production
through depending on innovation. She added that the UAE is
incessantly working hard on coming up with practical approaches
and strategies that enhance trade with the world and facilitate
the accessibility of a food security system that encompasses
countries with a vital role in securing food for the whole world,
such as Russia, the Middle East and Northern Africa.
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Her excellency said: “In the UAE we work on creating platforms

in Russia and Africa, as this cooperation is one of the most important

for unifying international efforts that would help meet the

factors for promoting and enhancing food security for the whole world.

increasing demand for food worldwide. We also aim at overcoming

Russian officials expressed their satisfaction for participating

such obstacles as climate change, rareness of agricultural land,

in the Forum, which they described as an important platform for

and scarcity of water resources , through trying to find creative

broadening the scope of fruitful cooperation between Russia, the

solutions that would guarantee that food will be both healthy and

Middle East and Northern Africa. They emphasized that Russia

sustainable. We also work on promoting scientific research in the

is looking forward to achieving more cooperation with the Middle

field of agriculture, and making the best use of the potential of

East and Africa in the fields of agricultural production and food

certain African and European countries, including Russia, in this

security, with the aim of finding sustainable food resources.

respect.

In a similar vein, the Ugandan minister of Trade, Industry

These statements were part of her speech that inaugurated the

and Cooperatives referred to the great opportunities that can

second Russia-UAE-Africa Food Security Forum-2019, held with

be offered by Africa, with its fertile soil and vast agricultural

the aim of furthering the agricultural changes that are carried out

lands, as well as the investment potential. All of this, he said,

with a view to enhancing food security

can guarantee high-quality food for the

in the whole world, and promoting

future generations. He also expressed

commercial relations and agricultural

great approval of the role played by the

resources, as well as encouraging

UAE in providing healthy, sustainable

innovation in this vital sector.

food for the whole world.

The UAE aspires to become on top

Many ministers, leaders, decision

of the world food security index by 2050,

makers and government representatives

and one of the most important countries

from the UAE and Russia participated

in this respect by 2021. In order for

in the Forum, as well as others from

these objectives to be achieved, more

many African countries such as Uganda,

international cooperation is needed, and

Kenya, Mali, Ethiopia, Tunisia and South

partnership between governments and

Sudan, and many FAO representatives,

organizations should be enhanced with

in addition to various international

the aim of encouraging and facilitating

institutions

investment in food and agriculture

and

research

centers

specialized in food and agriculture.

sectors. Also needed is enhancing partnership between the

Participants in the session titled ‘The Road to Food and Trade

government and private sectors. This is how the joint food security

Sustainability’ emphasized that governments play a vital role

objectives, and the UN sustainable development objectives can be

in providing the suitable environment for effective partnership

achieved.

that can work on enhancing food security through encouraging

Her excellency also stressed that the UAE is looking forward to

agricultural investment, facilitating food accessibility and opening

accelerating the Arab Region’s efforts to combat world hunger by

new markets capable of increasing world food production. In

2030, through making use of technology in enhancing agricultural

the session titled ‘High-Tech Enabled Agriculture’, participants

production, benefiting from experience exchange and optimal

stressed the role of modern agricultural technology in promoting

practices, reducing disagreement, encouraging investment in

agricultural

the agricultural sector, employing smart technology, facilitating

sustainability, finding new food security resources that do not

accessibility of new markets, marketing agricultural products, and

use up existent resources and maximizing the opportunity of

providing a suitable environment for investment for the UAE partners

improving the agricultural produce

and

food

production,

ensuring
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Enhancing Partnership:

MBZ, Austrian Chancellor sign Energy,
Petrochemical Agreements
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the
UAE’s Armed Forces, and Sebastian Kurz, the
Chancellor of Austria, witnessed the signing
ceremony of framework agreements between
Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) on the
one hand and Austrian OMV and Borealis on the
other hand, with the aim of enhancing strategic
partnership, investment and cooperation in the
fields of energy and petrochemicals.
According to the first agreement ,ANDOC and OMV will
evaluate the opportunities to broaden the scope of their

more clients in the main markets through adopting innovative
solutions to enhance the value of their products.

current partnership in petrochemical projects ,as well as in

The agreements are part of ANDOC‘s plans of expansion

the area of exchanging knowledge and experiences with the

in the fields of refining oil and producing petrochemicals

aim of achieving progress and integration in the fields of

through attracting new investments that would contribute

petrochemical production and oil refinement .In addition ,the

to increasing the value of ,and revenue from ,the current

possibility of cooperation in promoting the marketing of both

resources ,and seeing to it that its rapidly growing product

countries ‘petrochemical products will be evaluated.

portfolio reaches more markets .These plans will create more

As for the second agreement ,it necessitates that ANDOC

opportunities of growth for both the Emirati and the Austrian

and OMV cooperate in investigating the potential of using

parties ,which ,in turn ,will enhance ANDOC‘s position and

Reoil technology in recycling plastic in the ANDOC-owned,

ability to meet the increasing demand for its many ,high-

Al-Dhafra based Ruwais Complex ,which is considered

quality refined and petrochemical products.

the largest integrated center for refining oil and producing

ANDOC and OMV cooperate in all the phases of the

petrochemicals .The Reoil technology is used by OMV in

processes of oil and natural gas production ,including

producing fuel oil via plastic recycling.
According to the third agreement ,ANDOC and Borealis

searching for ,and refining ,both ,as well as producing
petrochemicals .

will work together on investigating the potential of progress

ANDOC and the Austrian Borealis have cooperated since

and growth in all fields of the polyolefin industry in the most

1998 as partners in the Borouge Project. Borogue is a leading

important markets .This is to be accomplished through making

petrochemical company that provides innovative solutions in the

use of the strength of both companies ,which is one of the main

field of producing the plastic necessary for many industries. It

reasons for the great success Borouge ,the ADNOC-Borealis

annually produces 4.5 million tons of plastic, which makes the

project ,has been able to achieve in the last twenty years .The

Borouge industrial Complex in Ruwais the largest integrated

main goal of the agreement is for the two companies to attract

complex for producing Polyolefin in the world
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International Certificate:
UAE SAR Classified as ‘Heavy’

The Emirati Search and Rescue Team (RAS) has been restored
to its position as a ‘heavy’ team according to the classification of
the International Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG),

By way of preparation for the INSARAG re-assessment, the

having proved to be perfectly ready for carrying out tasks of

UAE SAR performed many exercises, including various scenarios

international aid and assistance.

that simulate the different Search and Rescue methods and

The Abu Dhabi Police has dedicated this new achievement

techniques. Each exercise took 36 hours, and was performed with

to the wise Emirati leaders who have provided all the necessary

the aim of testing the UAE SAR’s medical and logistic readiness,

support and whatever it takes to enhance the team’s potential

and measuring its ability to respond quickly to natural disasters.

and ensure its success.
It is noteworthy that the UAE SAR works in accordance with

In these exercises, the UAE SAR was also trained on using the

the far-sighted guidance of the Emirati leadership, sparing no

modern tools and devices based on the latest developments in

effort to putthe UAE leaders’ vision into action, especially that

the field of technology, so as to be able to achieve higher levels of

2019 has been designated the Year of Tolerance. The achievement

success that would, in turn, enable it to be on equal footing with

is a step that enhances the UAE’s reputation worldwide, and

the most advanced SAR teams worldwide.

its efforts to deal with natural disasters,

It is worth mentioning that the INSARAG

conduct rescue operations and make the UAE

classification is considered an international

experience in the field of SAR joint exercises

license, accredited by the UN, that makes

with international teams available for others to

it possible for the team to perform search

benefit from. It is a great success for the UAE

and rescue missions both nationally and

that bears testimony to its importance in the

internationally, in accordance with the

field of offering humanitarian aid to countries

guidelines and standards of the INSARAG.

affected by disasters and crises, and the

The assessment and classification are

effective, international role it plays in the area

carried out by international evaluators who

of handling emergencies. The UAE SAR has,

make sure whether the different teams

thanks to the great support of our guided leadership, achieved

are capable of responding to the various international calls for

important progress not only nationally but also internationally,

rescue. In addition, the evaluators conduct a 36-hour evaluation

at the hands of the competent Emirati individuals, who always

of the teams’ ability to carry out search and rescue operations

work hard to keep up with the latest developments, through

in urban areas, taking into consideration the teams’ profiles and

cooperation with international SAR teams.

readiness
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ADFCA to Handle Emergencies
via its Emergency Center

An emergency center was inaugurated by His Excellency Saeed Al Bahri Salem Al Ameri,,
Director General of Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority (ADFCA). The inauguration was attended
by His Excellency Ali Nasser Al Ameri, Director General of the National Emergency Crisis and
Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) and various top officials of the Authority.
Omar Al Shammari, ADFCA’s System Management and

It is worth mentioning that the center is equipped

Quality Section Manager, provided a detailed explanation

with a high-tech communication system, booths

of the nature of the center and all its divisions, as well

where experts can do their job, and computers for

as the procedures that shall be taken in dealing with

analyzing the data that shall be circulated by members

emergencies, from the moment the emergency is reported

of the center’s crisis management team. Emergency

till the problem is solved through cooperation between the

prediction devices shall be invested in, with the aim of

Authority and other concerned parties in Abu Dhabi, and

providing proactive protection against serious threats

in accordance with the work plan, accredited on both the

and ensuring efficiency in dealing with such dangers as

local and the confederation levels.

epidemics and pests
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Mohammed bin Zayed:
UAE-S.Korean Strategic Partnetship

H.H Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE›s Armed Forces, said that Emirati-South
Korean relations are strategic and strong. He also said that the UAE is looking forward
to achieving more cooperation and constructive partnership between the countries,
which is bound to enhance the welfare of the peoples of the two countries.
He made these statements during his visit to South

relations between the two countries keep developing and

Korea in February, where he held official talks with the

grow even stronger .In addition ,he referred to the Barakah

South Korean president with the aim of discussing

Project as one of the most important examples of Emirati-

methods of enhancing and promoting strategic relations,

South Korean cooperation ,as well as a great success in

as well as various national and international issues

the field of using nuclear power for peaceful purposes.

important to both countries.

His Highness Mohammed bin Zayed said that his visit

His Highness also visited the premises of the National

to the National Assembly emphasizes that the relations

Assembly (the South Korean Parliament), where he was

between the UAE and South Korea are primarily institutional.

received by the speaker of the Assembly, Moon Hee-sang,

He also expressed admiration for the Korean culture,

and many of the Assembly’s members. He was given a

innovation and progress in all fields ,especially business.

warm welcome, and the South Korean officials expressed

He also said that though the UAE-South Korean

their happiness with the visit which reflects the strength of

relations are already strong and fruitful more cooperation

the relations between the UAE and South Korea.

between the two countries is needed, and this is what the

Moon Hee-Sang said that the UAE is an ideal country

UAE government is always looking forward to achieving.

that enjoys political stability and openness, describing it as

In the visitor’s book, his Highness wrote: ‘I am glad that

the leader of peace and stability in the region. He referred

I had the opportunity to visit the South Korean National

to the Pope of the Catholic Church’s visit to the UAE as a

Assembly and meeting its leaders. Parliamentary relations

message of peace from the UAE to the whole world.

are an important aspect of our strong relations that serves

He also expressed a wish that the uniquely friendly

the interests of both countries: South Korea and the UAE
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Non Traditional Security:

UAE Stresses Relationship between
Climate Change and International Stability
In the UN, the UAE expressed enthusiasm for the upcoming UN Climate Change Summit, to be held
in the end of 2019, taking great pride in hosting the preparatory meetings in Abu Dhabi in June.
In the UN open discussions, Her Excellency Lana Zaki

the spread of despair, instability, and even terrorism.

Nusseibeh, the UAE’s Permanent Representative to the
UN, spoke about the impact of climate change disasters
on world security, stressing the great importance of the

Rethinking the Climate Change Combating
Procedures:

Summit’s objectives. She also hoped that the various

Her Excellency mentioned that the relationship between

practical options and solutions, as well as the relevant

climate change and world security does not necessarily

commitments, will be explored in the preparatory meetings

mean that the way the Security Council works needs to

in Abu Dhabi. She pointed out that climate change is not

be changed; it rather requires that the procedures for

only a concern for environmentalists but an important

combating climate change need to be reformulated. She said

fact of life that people need to deal with on a daily basis,

that reducing greenhouse gasses and financing businesses

with the dramatic changes in temperature, the natural

in drought-afflicted areas are in fact investments in the

disasters which have lately increased, and the processes

security sector, and should be viewed as such.

of immigration motivated by climate change.
She also expressed the UAE’s concern towards

Development as a Solution:

climate change, not only in the UAE but also in the

Her Excellency also suggested that the aforementioned

whole world, explaining that though such issues are not

procedures should take the form of steps for developing

traditionally regarded as security issues, they can cause

the areas that suffer from loss of security as a result

security threats in the future, and create new problems,

of climate change. She stated that such areas usually

most manifest in loss of food and water security,

suffer from high rates of unemployment. This is why,

homelessness, deterioration of life quality, and a feeling

she explained, working on developing these areas can

of helplessness which is more than likely to spread as

guarantee means of living, education and training for

a result of continuing failure to contain the different

people there, which is likely to reduce climate-change-

natural disasters. This, she stated, can be fertile soil for

related threats, and help contain security threats there
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One Team One Goal:
NCEMA Team is Part of
Government Game Challenge
NCEMA sports team accepted the challenge to join the

won the Games` title, for the second time, after four days

second National Government Games, thus taking part in all

of exciting competition. Both the F3 men›s and women›s

the exciting mental and physical activities of the Games. It is

teams donated the two-million-Dirham prize for charity.

noteworthy that the Games were held in Dubai in the period

The Abu Dhabi Police team came second, and the Dubai

between the 3rd and the 6th of April.

Police team came third. His Excellency Sheikh Hamdan

According to the drawing, the NCEMA team came in the

awarded the three teams their medals, stressing that the

same group as the Fazza› 3 team, the Dubai Civil Aviation

Games set an example in team work, cooperation and

Authority (DCAA) team and the Abu Dhabi Sports Council

fraternity.

team. Led by his Excellency Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed

It is noteworthy that the performance of the NCEMA

bin Rashed Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and

team, which has considerably improved, is expected to

Chairman of the Executive Council of Dubai, the F3 team

improve even more in next year›s Games
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Experience Exchange

NCEMA Finishes ‘ New Zealand Experience
in Emergency and Crisis Management’ Course
Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, Director-General of the National Emergency, Crisis and
Disasters Management Authority, and H.E. Matthew Hawkins, New Zealand Ambassador to
the United Arab Emirates, honored the trainees who took part in ‘ New Zealand Experience in
Emergency and Crisis Management’, a three-day course organized by NECMA in the hotel of the
Armed Forces Officers Club in February 2019.
Dr Al Hosani warmly thanked both the trainers and
the trainees, stressing the importance of such courses

fields. He praised the great skills and experience that
New Zealand enjoys in such areas.

for promoting the abilities and skills of the Authority’s

During the course, the trainees have been familiarized

staff, as well as raising the awareness of those who

with the best practices used in New Zealand , as well

work for the various government institutions interested

as the most recent legislations pertaining to crisis and

in emergency and crisis management. He stated that

emergency management there , and the procedures of

such courses are part of the training programs that, in

managing and proceeding with daily business activities in

turn, constitute part of the Authority’s national training

case of emergencies. The training also included, by way

plans.

of application, training on responding to international

Dr Al Hosani encouraged the trainees to continue

emergencies and methods of receiving government

learning and training to gain more experience in the

aid. It

field of handling emergencies and crises, and advised

arrangements for receiving aid from other countries,

them to keep updated about the latest practices in these

and challenges that can hinder receiving aid
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also covered the topic of humanitarian aid,

NCEMA
news

Proactive Cooperation

Zeyoudi Updated on Emergency,
Crisis, Disaster System
Dr Thani Ahmad Al Zeyoudi, Minister of Climate Change and Environment, examined
the strategies, vision, plans, projects and initiatives of the National Emergency
Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), whose goal is to enhance the
emergency, crisis and disaster system in the UAE, according to the highest standards,
and to update the relevant standards, systems, bylaws and legislation to keep up with the
successful systems all around the world.
The Minister was on a visit to the NECMA premises, where

the

environmental

field

to

achieve

environmental

he was received by Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, Director-

sustainability- efforts in line with the objectives of the 2021

General of the National Emergency, Crisis and Disasters

UAE vision national agenda, as well as with the national

Management Authority and other NECMA officials.

strategic plan for biological security.

During the meeting, the two parties discussed ways of

The minister also got familiarized with the components

cooperation and experience exchange that can enhance

and mission of the National Operation Council, as well as

the UAE’s ability to deal with emergencies, crises and

with the procedures of activating the national emergency

disasters in a way that would help contain them and save

system, which encompasses the national emergency

lives and property.

and crisis team, the strategic coordination and planning

The parties also discussed the ministry’s efforts
to develop the infrastructure related to work in

group, the main operation room and the various support
centers and bodies
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Future Cooperation

NCEMA, Singapore
Consider Cooperation
Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, DirectorGeneral of the National Emergency, Crisis and
Disasters Management Authority received in his
Abu Dhabi office Mr. Samuel Tan, Singapore’s
Ambassador to the UAE, where the two parties
discussed methods of enhancing cooperation,
partnership and experience exchange in the field
of emergency, crisis and disaster management,
among other issues of interest to both countries.

enhancing readiness for dealing with dangers and threats.
The Ambassador stressed that the UAE-Singapore
relations are strong, stable and promising, as they
are based on mutual understanding and an honest
desire to achieve more cooperation embodying the
vision, ambitions and aspirations of the leaders of
both countries.
The Ambassador expressed great admiration of the
remarkable achievements which the UAE has been
accomplishing in all vital sectors, including security,

During the meeting, many important aspects of the UAE

safety and advanced infrastructure. He also praised

emergency system were explained to the Ambassador,

the Authority’s great effort to enhance readiness and

such as elements of the emergency system, the standard

plans to meet all emergency scenarios, expressing

procedures of dealing with emergencies, and the most

that the Embassy is looking forward to achieving more

important projects, programs and initiatives pertaining to

cooperation with the Authority
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Determination Initiatives

«NCEMA in»
UAE-KSA Coordination Committee Meeting
In collaboration with the National Emergency
Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), the Executive Committee of the
Saudi-Emirati Coordination Council announced
seven strategic initiatives, including the SaudiEmirati cryptocurrency initiative, the aviation
initiative, the business entrepreneurship
initiative, the custom initiative and the supply
security initiative, among others.

main sectors of the two countries in times of crises or
disasters, and discovering weak points and working on
them. The joint exercise will help enhance methods of
direct communication between the National Threat Unit
and NCEMA, in a way that guarantees ease of coordination
in case of emergency. The initiative also aims at helping
the two countries exchange experiences and knowledge
having to do with supply security and threat management.
The Committee meeting was held with a view to putting
into action the joint vision of economic and military
integration between the two countries, and furthering

The supply security initiative is a joint exercise that

cooperation on issues of importance to both countries.

will be carried out with the aim of testing and assessing

The committee consists of 16 members, including seven

the supply security system and the supply chains in the

UAE ministers from the most important sectors
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A special Interview to Al-Khaleej

Dr. Jamal Al Hosani:
A Strategic stock of food and water
that Meets National Needs
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On the occasion of inaugurating the Emergency
and Crisis Management Conference, Dr. Jamal
Al Hosani, Director-General of the National Emergency Crisis and Disaster Management
Authority NCEMA, declared to Al-Khaleej that
construction of the strategic store for food,
water, medicine and fuel has been completed,
as an outcome of the joint efforts of the Authority and other concerned parties. He explained that the project is part of the Authority’s plan to secure the basic needs for citizens
in emergencies.

Center, which, together, came up with a strategy for
distributing food in case of emergency.
As for the medicine stock, it includes medicines
for various chronic diseases. A strategy was devised
to guarantee fair distribution of medicine in case of
emergency.
Dr Al Hosani also referred to the plan that connects
electricity in Gulf states, facilitating importing electricity
from one state to another- a plan that was activated three
times between the UAE and Saudi Arabia in 2016 and 2017.
As for water, the stock is almost 5.6 billion gallons.
Another water stock project will be carried out soon, in
addition to agreements with bottled water supplier. There
is also a plan to connect local institutions so as to make
use of desalination plants in providing waters for areas

The food stock includes nine basic commodities. The

where the plants stop working for one reason or another.

medicine stock consists of almost 400 medicines, including

Besides, an alternative water pipe between Fujairah and

some of the most needed medicines for critical cases.

Al-Ain was constructed.

Dr Al Hosani said that the National Operation Center
provides 24/7 services all year long. The new perspective
it has adopted entails that all government bodies and

The Emergency Management Operation
Center: A Comprehensive Perspective:

institutions be responsible for handling emergencies. This

Thanks to the wise instructions of the UAE leaders,

has made it necessary that operation centers be increased

our dear country now has a system for dealing with

to be 14 centers all over the UAE, connected to the main

emergencies that covers every part of it. The system

operation center.

encompasses emergency plans to be put into action
when necessary. It also aims at creating an emergency

Strategic Stores: Mission Accomplished:

register for each Emirate and for the country as a whole.

The store project is the fruit of the collaborative work

It also provides training that provides people with the

of various parties, led by the Authority, which also took

skills necessary for dealing with emergencies. The main

part in designing the oil product emergency plan for the

principles according to which this system operates are: 1.

countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council.

prevention, 2. readiness, 3. responding and 4. recovery.

Together with strategic partners, the Authority

The first has to do with the laws and regulations; the

prepared a national framework that regulates the use of

second is concerned with the framework for responding

the strategic stock and defines roles and responsibilities,

to emergency on the national level; the third pertains to

both on the local level and on the level of the Confederation

upgrading the national operation center and creating local

as a whole.

and national emergency teams. The fourth has to do with

It is noteworthy that work on the food stock was the
joint effort of the Authority and Abu Dhabi Food Security

the general framework for recovery, reconstruction, and
mental and material support.
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Dr Al Hosani said that 2018 ended with no special
need to activate the emergency plans, but the plans were
partially activated earlier because of heavy rain. He also

A New Emergency
Communication System:

mentioned that the UAE is the first country in the region
to have a self-managed emergency system.

The Authority also launched a new communication
system that enhances the main operations through
communicating with endangered people and helping

The National Threat Register:
22 Threats Covered

them get ready. The Authority has already activated

Dr Al Hosani also referred to the National Threat

the first phase of the early warning system, by sending

Register which is the collaborative work of various state

notifications and weather alerts to the latest Andriod

organs and bodies. It defines and classifies 22 different

and IOS smart phones used in the UAE. This has been

kind of threats so as to facilitate the identification of

accomplished in collaboration with the Telecommunicati

the institution entrusted with dealing with each. The

ons Regulatory Authority (TRA).

Authority, together with strategic partners, works on a
comprehensive database that can help decision makers

The Emergency Management Operation
Center:
A Comprehensive Perspective:
The National Operation system is the link between

by providing them with all the plans and information
necessary for dealing with emergencies, and information
necessary for making emergency plans and maintaining
business continuity.

all concerned state bodies and organs. Run by the
Authority, the Center works around the clock to
provide aid in case of threats and emergencies through
representatives of each government body and state

The Authority’s effective role in enhancing
local potential:
In the last few years, and during dealing with the

organ. Each representative deals

impact of the heavy rain on the

with the relevant emergency, and

Eastern Coast, it was noticed that

the emergency system is activated
accordingly. The center also keeps
an

eye

on

whatever

happens

in the UAE, on a daily basis, in
collaboration and coordination with
the different centers all around the
UAE.

A Highly Efficient
Database Created to
Enhance Decision
Making and
Government Business
Conducting.

It is noteworthy that before
2007 there used to be an overlap

the drainage system needs to be
improved in some regions. The
local authorities reported that to
top officials and, consequently,
many projects have been carried
out to address this problem.
These were part of the president’s
initiative to enhance the readiness
of the UAE, in collaboration with

between the different state organs and bodies as far as

local authorities. Dr Al Hosani added that in the near

managing crises and emergencies is concerned. This has

future rain water will never be a problem in these regions.

started to be gradually resolved as the Authority came
into existence, achieving integration and coordination
between different partners, under the umbrella of

Dr Al Hosani said that the UAE faced some medical

NCEMA.
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Efficient Containment of Epidemics and
Other Medical Emergencies:
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situations that were treated efficiently and with a minimum
of losses, thanks to the preventive programs and plans,
and the quick response of the Authority and other state
organs.
For example, in 2009 6 people died because of N1H1,

NCEMA has been
keeping track of swine flu
developments since 2009.

but the virus was soon contained, on account of the
coordination with WHO. Vaccines were provided, which
helped cure 99.5% of the patients. Coronavirus, which

rarely, if ever, cause great damage, thanks to the efforts

spread in some countries in 2012, was dealt with similarly.

of the Authority and its strategic partners, manifest in

Though 6 people in the UAE caught it, only 2 of them died,

warning and raising awareness as well as in proactive

while the other 4 patients perfectly recovered. Thanks to

measures. No wonder that in the last years nobody fell

the efforts of the different state organs involved, the virus

victim of severe weather conditions.

did not turn into an epidemic.

Finally, Dr Al Hosani said that traditional alarm has

It is noteworthy that the Authority and such partners

been replaced by more modern methods of warning, such

as Health Ministry have always kept track of whatever has

as smart phones, media, smart billboards on roads and in

to do with swine flu, and other diseases, ever since 2009,

malls, and the Adhan unified system in mosques

through keeping a careful eye on people who come from
affected countries, according to the international laws and
systems.

The UAE is always Ready for Weather Change
Dr Al Hosani also said that heavy rain and even floods
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NCEMA Workshops

A Look at the Abu Dhabi National
Education and Awareness Program
The National Emergency Crisis and Disaster
Management Authority NCEMA organized
a briefing workshop on the National
Education and Awareness Program. The
workshop was attended by various strategic
partners from many sides and institutions.

aim of facing dangers and threats.
Promoting a Culture of Health and Safety in Dubai
Workplace:
In its premises in Dubai, and in collaboration with
various Dubai institutions, NCEMA also held a workshop
to promote a culture of workplace health and safety.
The workshop focused on the national standard for the

The aim of the program is to raise people’s awareness

workplace health and safety system in the UAE so as to

and help them gain knowledge and develop skills

reduce workplace threats. It also dealt with the importance

necessary in times of emergencies, crises and disasters.

of arriving at a framework for managing workplace health

This is achieved through cooperation with partners in

and safety in collaboration with all concerned parties. It

designing strategies, projects and systems that can prove

brought into focus the manual that can be a reference for

useful in this respect, and working on maximizing the

the various institutions as far as establishing and managing

benefit from them.

a comprehensive system for managing workplace health

The program also aims at creating a society that enjoys

and safety are concerned. The standard provides a model

a high degree of awareness, readiness and flexibility

to be followed so as to prevent workplace accidents. It

in dealing with emergencies, crises and disasters. It

was prepared by a team of national experts, according to

enhances using innovative technology in educational

the best international standards. Adopting this standard

programs, and brings into focus the bases of national

will make it possible for citizens and companies all over

and international cooperation. An important goal of the

the UAE to enjoy a highly safe work environment. . It is

workshop is to come up with a comprehensive system of

noteworthy that this is the responsibility of each institution,

educational and awareness-raising programs initiated by

and that cooperation is necessary for achieving success in

the various government bodies and institutions with the

the field of health and safety in the UAE
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Promoting a Culture of Safety
and Readiness for Emergency in
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Construction Site Safety

NCEMA, Sharjah Municipality discuss
National Standard for Health, Safety in
Workplace System
The National Emergency Crisis and Disaster
Management Authority (NCEMA)
held
a
meeting with Sharjah Municipality to discuss
ways of cooperation in areas pertaining to
safety in construction sites. The meeting was
attended by officials from both the Authority
and the Municipality.

and construction companies. Besides, a program was
designed during the meeting for training the Municipality
staff on the national standard for health and safety in the
workplace and the business continuity standard.
The meeting stressed the importance of the early
warning system, and the possibility of using it in
the engineering consultant offices and construction
companies of Sharjah so that construction should be

The meeting also discussed ways of enhancing

suspended in case hostile weather conditions, which may

cooperation between the Authority and the building

cause the fall of tower cranes and temporary construction

and engineering sectors in Sharjah Municipality in the

fences, were predicted.

field of securing construction sites. Additionally, it dealt

The meeting reflects the Authority’s keenness on promoting

with ways of benefiting from the national early warning

awareness of business continuity standards and the innovative

system so that it can be used by the Municipality and its

systems that have proved efficient in different types of

different clients, including engineering consultant offices

emergencies, such as the national early warning system
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Under the Auspices of His Highness Sheikh
Tahnoun bin Zayed
The Future Foresight of Emergencies and Crises:

Capabilities and Challenges

Issue File

His Highness Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
UAE National Security Advisor, stressed that the UAE’s
vision of comprehensive national security is based on
working for the future and developing the skills of human resources. He added that humans are the UAE’s
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priority, which is reflected in all the efforts that our
leaders exert to ensure a high quality of life for everyone living in the UAE. He said this as part of his speech
in the inauguration of the sixth Emergency and Crisis
Management Conference, 2019.

NCEMA
news

He also stressed that the UAE has invested
in emergency and crisis management, providing training courses for staff working in this
area, as well as the required infrastructure. It
also worked on rules, laws and regulations, and
benefited from the latest technology. The UAE
not only uses technology in dealing with emergency, but also produces and develops such
technology, he said.He added that Emiratis
work hard to achieve the strategic goals of the
2021 UAE vision, explaining that the launching,
in 2017, of the UAE2031 Artificial Intelligence
Strategy marks a new stage after that of the
smart government. The strategy, he added, targets many sectors, such as transport, health,
environment, traffic and technology, so that
services and infrastructure can be totally dependent on it in the future.

In the UAE we regard being ready for the future as a
major element in all government strategies and initiatives,
as well as managing crises, disasters and emergencies.
This we accomplish through a comprehensive process of
anticipating threats and coming up with methods and plans
for dealing with and containing them- a process in which
experts, intellectuals, technicians and professionals are
involved.
Our leaders are keen on enhancing cooperation and
partnership with the world in the area of emergency

He also said that this year’s conference has
shed light on many important issues, such as
the potential that using AI in managing emergencies has.

management, as well as on encouraging all efforts to
keep up with the latest developments in this area, and to
make use of the most up-to-date technologies in dealing
with emergencies. We are also keen on benefiting from
experiences of people all over the world in dealing with

He also expressed a hope that the conference will help achieve more readiness in dealing with emergencies, so as to protect the UAE
and achieve a better quality of life for people in
it as well as for the future generations.

disasters and crises as well as in recovering from them.
We are certain that the conference's vision will help us
to come up with a detailed program, with clear and welldefined objectives, that would make it possible to raise
awareness of the requirements of the present time and the
new reality, so that we can be able to deal with emergencies

Additionally, he thanked all the experts and
researchers who participated in the conference
and explored useful solutions and experiences
for managing crises and emergencies.

depending on the best methods and techniques. We hope
that the participants' contributions, based on their rich
experiences and insights, will enrich the conference's
discussions and enhance its status as a platform that plays
a positive role in developing the concept of emergency

He also thanked NCEMA, as well as the
sponsors and organizers of the conference.

management, not only nationally but also internationally.
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The conference, held under the auspices of His
Excellency His Highness Sheikh Tahnoun bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, had as its title ‘The Future Foresight
of Emergencies and Crises: Capabilities and
Challenges’. It was held in Abu Dhabi, and focused
on ways of using AI in predicting and managing
threats, as well as in containing their effects.
Many NCEMA officials took part in the conference,
in addition to experts from all over the world in the
field of crisis and emergency management.
The conference is part of the Authority’s plan to
enhance its role and potential in times of crises,
which, in turn, aims at improving the UAE’s
performance in times of emergency.

Threat Reduction Policies:
Readiness for Big Events:
The two-day conference discussed many
important topics. Keynote speakers were Alexander
Khodoliev, the Belarusian Deputy Minister of
Emergency and Dr Thani Zayoudi, the UAE Minister
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of Climate Change and Environment. The first
session was titled ‘Policies and Frameworks for
Reducing the Danger of Disasters’. In that session
three issues were discussed.
The first was ‘reducing danger through updating
policies and frameworks’. The speaker was
UNISDR Director, Kirsi Madi. The second was
governance in the emergency and crisis system,
where the speaker was Mr John Hamilton, an
emergency management advisor in New Zealand.
The third was the policy framework for managing
medical emergencies and crises, and the speaker
was Dr Dalia Samhouri, director of Health Emergency
Preparedness.
The second session discussed readiness for big
events , and the lessons that can be learnt from
crisis recovery. It also dealt with three main issues,
the first of which was the lessons Italy learnt from
hosting Expo Milan 2015. The speaker was Mr. Piero
Gali, Director of the Expo-Milan 2015. The second
had to do with the UAE’s readiness for hosting
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Expo 2020 in Dubai. The speaker was Chief of Dubai
Security Office Captain Ali Al-Ghais. The third had to
do with the smoothness of the pilgrims’ movement
in the Hajj season. The speaker was Chief Constable
Dr Hany bin Hashem Al-Nabulsi, who is an expert in
managing crowds and safety in the KSA.
In addition, many workshops were held on the first
day. One of these dealt with the role of the individual
in time of crises, focusing on the Responding to
Emergencies Program. It was presented by Mr
Gregory Forester, president and CEO at NOVAD.
Another workshop dealt with the best ways to deal
with cyber crises and was headed by Deputy Director
of Emergency Preparedness and Response, UK. The
third workshop had three speakers on the topic of
the EU strategy for reducing chemical, biological
and nuclear dangers, and cooperation with the
Gulf Cooperation Council. It was presented by Dr
Yuri Broinin De Broyen, from CBRN, EC, Ms. Gerna
Valinovna, CBRN, Brussels, and Mr Adel Radwini,
Middle East and GCC Coordinator of the program
of reducing chemical, biological, radioactive and
nuclear threats, and security governance.

AI: Expecting the Unexpected:
The second conference day was inaugurated by
the speech of Mr Anglio Borelli, from the Italian
Civil Defense, and Her Excellency Mariam bint
Mohammed Saeed Hareb Al Mehairi , Minister of
State for Food Security. That was followed by various
sessions and workshops, the first of which dealt
with the future of emergency management in the
light of the spread of AI and technology. It focused
on Singapore’s use of AI in managing crises. The
speaker was Captain Michael Chwa Zot Chiab from
Civil Defense, Singapore.
The second issue discussed was AI in the Dubai
Medical Emergency Program. The third was using
AI in managing emergencies and it was presented
by Dr. Naser Mohammed Saidi, AI Advisor in Dubai

Police. The fourth dealt with employing AI in facing
crises, and was presented by Dr Andrew Jackson,
Pegasus CEO.
The second session was titled ‘Recovering from
Crises: Lessons to Learn’. Again three topics were
discussed-namely, recovering from nuclear crises,
presented by Ms Amina Abdouli, Director in UAE’s
FANR . The second topic was an exploration of the
UK experience in recovery, presented Dr Anthony
Michael Mcleavy, Assistant Professor at Rabdan
Academy. The third topic had to do with recovery
from Cyclone Mekunu and lessons Oman learnt
from it. It was discussed by Faisal bin Salem AlHajri, from Oman Civil Defense.
Three workshops were held on the second day.
The first was presented by Major Michael Charlton,
UK, and dealt with unexpected threats. The second
dealt with digitizing crisis management and was
presented by Mr Paul Park, Director of Defense
and Security Authority. The last workshop was
on the national system for early warning and was
presented by Mr Hammad Al-Amri, Director of
Technology and Communication at NCEMA, and Mr
Van Arom, Director of Product Portfolio in One to
Many, Netherland

AI: The Future of Emergency
Crisis and Disaster Management:
In his speech, Dr Zayoudi stressed the
importance of AI not only in predicting emergencies
and protecting people and property, but also in
prevention, especially as far as climate change is
concerned. He stated that climate change is one of
the main reasons for disasters in the 21st century. In
this connection he referred to a UN report according
to which, financial losses caused by natural disasters
in the period between 1998 and 2017 was 2900 billion
USD. The report also states that 91% of the 7,000
disasters that befell the world in the last 20 years
were caused by climate change. In 2018,disasters
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killed more than 10,000 people, which marked a
significant increase of deaths compared to those
of the last twenty years. This, Dr Zayoudi stated,
gives us an idea about the importance of crisis
management, and highlights the vital role that AI
can play in this respect.

UAE’s Efforts:
His Excellency said that though the UAE did
not experience a lot of severe weather conditions,
we know, from studies we do, that this is likely
to happen in the future, the consequences
being catastrophic, especially for coastal areas,
where most people live and most businesses
are. Therefore, it is our duty to try to provide the
means for dealing with these conditions, by both
mitigation and adaptation. As for mitigation, the
UAE has adopted many smart, environmentfriendly solutions, such as clean,
renewable energy, green economy,
green engineering, sustainable
transport
and
sustaining
consumption efficiency. Though
the outcome of using such
options has not crystalized
yet, there are many good
signs, such as a drop in
waste and greenhouse
gasses emission as
well as the reduction
of environmental
footprint.

HE . Mariam bint
Mohammed AL-Mehairi
Minister of State for Food
Security –UAE
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These efforts will be rendered all the more
fruitful with the application of the national climate
change plan, the national strategy for energy, the
national strategy for innovation, the AI strategy,
among other national strategies and plans.
As for adaptation, it is the best available
option so far. This is why we are working on
carrying out the national program for adaptation
to climate change, which is one of the main
bases of the national plan for climate change.
The first phase of the program has been carried
out. It consisted in studying climate trends and
evaluating its influence on such sectors as
energy, health, environment and infrastructure,
with the aim of arriving at solutions and
recommendations that can help enhance the
flexibility of these sectors and their ability to
stay intact in the face of climate change. We are
currently working on the second phase, which
includes the rest of the sectors.
Plans for Facing Climate Change
Though climate change is the main reason for
natural disasters, it is not the only reason. This is why
we try to address other problems such as epidemics,
biological, water, food, environmental and energy
security, in addition to crowd management, etc. In
the UAE we have plans for all stages of emergency
management. It can be said that prevention,
protection , responding and recovery procedures
are all part of the UAE philosophy of managing
government and private projects.
For example, in the Environment Ministry, we have
the national plan for combating sea pollution, and
another for combating animal diseases, and a third
for pests, in addition to systems for managing health,
safety and environmental issues. Besides, remote
sensing is used for monitoring sea life, in collaboration
with the Regional Organization for the Protection of
the Marine Environment (ROPME). Drones are also

NCEMA
news

used in environment observation in such places as
quarries and concrete plants. All this will be enhanced
by the AI lab , opened in last September.

Lessons from Past Experiences:
There are lots of lessons to be learnt from
the disasters that previously befell the world.
This is why the conference shed light on various
international experiences, such as the Italian
experience in the field of managing crowds.
This is particularly useful for the UAE which is
preparing to host Expo 2020 in Dubai. Another
experience is that of the Rwanda recovery
following Civil War. There is also Oman’s
recovery following the Mekunu Cyclone. All
these were discussed, among other related
topics.
International Experiences: Protecting and
Securing Big Events: Mr. Borelli, from the
Italian Civil Protection
Department mentioned
that a committee is
entrusted with the task
of predicting emergencies
before they occur in Italy,
and that the committee is
working on a protection
law, and on various
policies for updating
and modernizing
infrastructure and
forming groups
and teams for
dealing
with

HE . Dr. Thani Ahmed AL Zeyoudi
Minister of Climate Change and
Environment – UAE

emergencies and crises. The committee also
offers indirect protection, and the system covers
all of Italy, in the form of 5o centers all over it.
As an example of successful crowd
management, Mr Borelli referred to the
funeral of Jean Paul II, the late Vatican Pope.
As 3 million people came to take part in the
funeral, all police and fire fighting resources
were employed, and more than 10,000 people
volunteered to organize this big event.
Lessons learnt from hosting the 20-millionattendee Expo Milan:
Piero Gali, Head of the Expo Milan 2015’s
organizing committee, said that many lessons can
be learnt from this big event. One of these is the
importance of railway transport that should be
secured for all these big numbers.
He said that though there were huge numbers
of visitors, mostly foreigners, there were no
communication problems as there were four languages
for communication in the fair, besides Italian. He said
that 44,000 students organized the event, and that
emergencies did not constitute a problem so the
organizers had time to focus on other threats, such
as copying tickets for the increasing numbers of
visitors from the USA and Japan. They amounted to
8000 visitors per day, and they complained of the long
waiting time which ranged from 4 to 6 hours.

Expo 2020-Dubai: A Comprehensive View:
Captain Ghais, Security Chief for Expo Dubai 2020,
said that event management is not new to Dubai or the
UAE as a whole, as there is an Event Committee that
already organized a lot of events effectively. He said
that the UAE’s firs participation in Expo was in Osaka,
Japan in 1970, before the Confederation was formed.
He said that choosing the UAE to host Expo 2020
was an important event that made all Emiratis happy.
We started at once to form committees to prepare for
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John Hamilton

Michael Chua Szu Chiap

this big event. He added that 40 administrations are
involved in organizing the big event. He admitted that
challenges will always be there, but it is important for
us to bear in mind principles of sustainability, and work
hard to finish building the place where Expo 2020 will
be held, which, when finished, will remain an important
edifice for future generations and a Dubai landmark.
He also said that we expect that the attendees will be
about 25 million , 70% of whom will come from outside
the UAE. We will also hold about 60 events each day, or
, in other words, a total of 7000 events.

Individuals’ Responsibility:
Volunteering in Emergency Management:
The workshops of the conference shed light on the
importance of volunteering in cases of emergencies
and crises. Participants highlighted the role it plays
in rescuing and recovery. Gregory Forester said
that the Program of volunteering in emergency
management has been in effect in the USA since
1970, depending on federal financing. He added
that they work with various institutions in the USA,
including the Emergency Management Authority,
and that they helped in rescue operations during
the Alabama Hurricane which killed 23 people and
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caused great destruction. He said that volunteers
are like kind neighbours to whom one resorts in
case of emergency.
He added: ‘In the USA all civil society organizations
have a role to play. These include churches and
mosques. We know that it is the major churches that
founded the Red Cross. There must be coordination
to make the best use of the various efforts in the time
of emergency and other areas as well. In the 1970s
our main mission was to help in times of emergency,
but now we do social work, too.’
He added: We have 72 national institutions involved
in emergency and disaster management, in addition
to NGOs that communicate with working authorities
to provide aid in the form of accommodation in such
cases as the Hurricane Harvey which stroke Texas,
resulting in cutting food supplies and other supplies.
This is why we work in 56 states, together with the
local organizations there.
He said that the volunteers increased in 2018
to reach more than 12 million volunteers. The
program, he said , aspires to increase the numbers
of volunteers even more so as to help accelerate
recovery in disaster-affected regions. He said that
volunteers help both governments and the private
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Ali Salem AL Qaiwani

Nasser AL Saedi

sector, and that everyone should join in.

Bouncing Back to Natural: Recovery and
Communication Experiences in Time of
Crises:
Speedy recovery is one of the main responsibilities
in times of crises. John Hamilton, Emergency
Management Advisor (New Zealand), said that in his
country the priority is for enabling people to recover
as fast as possible, explaining that all society should
take part in accelerating recovery, and that citizens
and local governments should work hand in hand to
be always ready for emergencies.
He said that in New Zealand all state organs
work together on legislation that defines everyone’s
rights and duties in emergency time. For example,
in case of emergency, the local council dedicates
all local resources for preliminary rescue and
accommodation operations. In case of serious
emergencies, national authorities, and even
international ones, would take over from the local
authorities in handling crises. This happens in a
relatively short time.
He said that such legislation makes it possible for
the government to declare emergency state on the

Hani AL Nabulsi

national level, and activate all relevant authorities,
dedicating all resources for rescue and recovery.
This occurs on four responding levels , beginning
from local authorities and including ministries.
He said that a city in New Zealand was stricken by
a strong earthquake (6.2 on the Richter Magnitude
Scale) which caused a lot of destruction and many
deaths. As a result, the local council, as well as
the central government, dedicated all resources
for rescue, support and recovery, and even military
forces were used. A state of emergency was declared
to contain the disaster.

Cities are safer if they are smart:
AI in Police work:
The UAE is one of the earliest countries to use AI.
It is known that his Highness Mohammed bin Rashed
launched the AI Strategy, as a result of which the
Dubai police came to adopt an AI strategy based on
5 principles to enhance specialized operations and
human and material resources.
Dr Naser Al-Saidi, AI Advisor in Dubai police,
mentioned that more goals were added to the
strategy so as to improve police work. He added that
Dubai is one of the smart cities as it has a huge,
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AI-managed database, among other projects that
contribute to making Dubai a safe smart city. Some
of these can be carried out immediately while others
are for the future. As for managing emergencies, it is
important to work on reducing losses through the use
of AI in early warning, in data analysis and in disaster
prediction, as well as in managing and containing
crises in case they occurred.
He also said that the Dubai Police is working on a
number of AI projects, such as the Prediction Project,
which predicts optimal security and traffic scenarios.

A Proactive Approach: Readiness for Dealing
with Food Security Challenges:

Ameena AL Abdouli

Faisal AL - Hajri

integrated system for providing sustainable food and
defines the elements of the national food basket, which

Her Excellency Mariam bint Mohammed Saeed Hareb

contains 18 main types, based on 3 criteria. These are:

Al Mehairi, Minister of State for Food Security, said that

deciding how much food is consumed locally, how able we

predicting future crises is an important factor that can

are to produce and manufacture, and how much food we

help in achieving sustainable development. She said that

need to satisfy the UAE’s basic needs.

in order for this to be achieved the issue of food security

She stressed that technology is the basis of achieving
food security and promoting our agriculture methods.

should be addressed effectively.
She said that the UAE has always played a leading role

Using technology in this field enhances the UAE’s leading

in dealing with food security challenges. For example, in

position, and increases the potential of our security system

November 2018, the government launched the national food

and ability to deal with crises and manage disasters and

security strategy, which aims at building a comprehensive,

emergencies.
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The Conference’s
Recommendations
The following recommendations were formulated
at the end of the conference’s sessions:

1. Readiness for dealing with emergencies
should be increased through following a proactive approach based on prevention and protection.
2. The strategies of the Emergency Management System should be updated so that
emergencies can be predicted beforehand in
accordance with international standards.
3. The food security system should be improved through varying food resources and
enhancing governments’ efforts in the field of
reducing waste and guaranteeing safety.
4. Society should play an effective role in
managing emergencies, so more awareness
raising programs should be announced.
5. Infrastructure should always be upgraded and modernized so as to meet the requirements of emergency management, and the
role of government bodies, private sector institutions and civil society should be enhanced.
6. GCC countries should work together to
arrive at a system of emergency prediction and
they should build a joint database covering all
expected threats, their levels, likelihood and

expected impact.
7. Policies should be arrived at to regulate
the offering and reception of humanitarian
aid in times of emergencies, and AI should be
made use of in regulating the distribution of
aid.
8. Scientific research in the field of emergency management should be encouraged. Innovative studies that focus on new methods of
achieving readiness, quick response and recovery should be financed and promoted.
9. Readiness should be given greater importance in cases of big events which require
crowd management. In this respect, much can
be learnt from the Expo-Milan and Pilgrimage
experiences.
10.New procedures should be developed
for dealing with cyber-attacks. Proactive information exchange should be encouraged, as
well as benefiting from important experiences
in this field.
11. An early warning system should be developed, and digital technology should be used
in cases of dealing with threats and dangers
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An Interview with His
Excellency Sheikh Nahyan
bin Mubarak Al-Nahyan
Minister of Tolerance:

»

«

Tolerance, as reflected in the
late Sheikh Zayed›s ideas and
achievements, means living in peace
with others, and respecting their beliefs
and traditions, as well as realizing that
demographic diversity is a source of
power for human societies.
The historical visit of the Vatican›s
Pope and the Azhar›s Grand Imam
to Abu Dhabi has clearly shown that
the UAE is undoubtedly a capital of
tolerance and fraternity for all people of
the world.
Dedicating a ministry for tolerance is
a declaration that tolerance, coexistence
and peace are an indispensible for any
society that aspires to achieve welfare
and stability.
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1. The UAE is considered one of the
earliest countries to be keen on spreading
tolerance and peaceful coexistence. In
the Year of Tolerance, can your Excellency
tell us how the UAE managed to be such a
tolerant country under the leadership of the
late Sheikh Zayed?

our late leader is but a reflection of the values of
true Islam, which bears witness to the great pride
he took, and wanted us all to take, in our Islamic
and Arabic heritage. Treating all people on equal
footing, regardless of their religion or colour, etc.,
can only result in the spread of love, cooperation
and understanding, thus ensuring happiness for all.

We are really lucky to have had such a tolerant,
open-minded leader as the late Sheikh Zayed, who
always saw to it that living in the UAE be based
on tolerance, coexistence, peaceful relations
and cooperation between people, in a way that
guarantees welfare and wellbeing for everyone.
Looking at the ideas and achievement of the late
Sheikh Zayed, one can learn a lot of facts about
Islam, as this keenness on tolerance on the part of

To our good Zayed, tolerance meant living in peace
with others and respecting their beliefs and traditions.
It reflects great awareness of the importance of
diversity as a source of strength for societies.
To our Zayed, tolerance reflected the importance
of getting to know others and opening to
them positively. It meant working to eliminate
misunderstanding and promote acceptance of the
Other without losing one’s identity.
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To Zayed, tolerance meant keenness on improving
the quality of life for all, and keenness on maintaining
the values that all people should abide by, such as
fairness, respecting law and peaceful coexistence.
To Zayed, tolerance was a lifestyle that can put an
end to conflict and help spread love and peace.
To Zayed, tolerance was not only the moral duty
of human beings, but an indispensible means of
achieving comprehensive, sustainable development
and social progress. It, therefore, enhances the UAE’s
status worldwide, and helps build strong international
relations in such a diverse world as ours.
In a nutshell, we all should take great pride in
Zayed’s tolerance and thank God that our president
is following in the footsteps of his father. We should
work hard so that each Emirati should be an epitome
of Zayed’s ideas and the vision of our wise, tolerant
leaders.
Our Vice President His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid, and all our leaders for the
great efforts they exert to make our country a role
model for all the other countries in all areas and
fields, especially that of tolerance and peace.

2. One of the main goals of the Tolerance

Ministry is to integrate all people living in the
UAE, so what are the Ministry’s initiatives in
the Year of Tolerance that will be taken to
achieve this goal?
Thank you for this good question. I want first to

say that celebrating the Year of Tolerance is a good
chance to remind everyone of the message and
effort of the Ministry.
The Ministry has accredited a national program
for tolerance based on the following principles:
1. The government’s role as a promoter of
tolerance should be enhanced.
2. The strength of family ties should be
emphasized.
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tolerance meant
keenness on improving
the quality of life for all

3. Tolerance should be stressed and promoted
among youth so as to protect them against
radicalism and fanaticism.
4. A culture of tolerance should be promoted.
5. International efforts to enhance tolerance
should be furthered, and the role of the UAE as a
tolerant country should be highlighted and stressed.
The Ministry has already made plans to put each of
these principles into action, incorporating everyone,
regardless of age, nationality, sex, profession, etc.,
in its activities and initiatives.
Among these initiatives are:
1. The National Tolerance Festival:
This is an annual festival that lasts for a week.
It was held for the first time last year, under the
slogan ‘In the Footsteps of Zayed’. It succeeded in
raising awareness of the Ministry’s message and
role in serving society, as well as in highlighting the
values which the UAE abides by, such as peace and
love.
2. The Government as a Source of Tolerance:
This includes four main areas-namely, the
employee level, the ministry level, spreading
tolerance level and coordination and collaborative
work level. The last level incorporates all ministries,
with the aim of making the UAE a role model
embodying the values of tolerance and coexistence.
3. Celebrating Tolerance at Schools:
The Ministry of Education is a strategic partner in
this project. It aims at achieving fraternity between
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students of public schools on the one hand and those
of private schools on the other. Students, staff, and
even parents from both sides will work on initiatives
and useful activities that enhance tolerance and
understanding.
4. Tolerance Knights:
This is a program that will be carried out all over
the UAE, to qualify those interested to advocate
a message of tolerance. Trainees will carry out
projects and volunteer to spread tolerance.
5. The fifth project involves working with the
Women Association and the Family Development
Institution, among other women societies and
associations, to promote the role of family. It will
depend on the aforementioned program first, then it
will focus on domestic issues, again with the aim of
enhancing tolerance.
6. The Zayed Lighthouse of Tolerance Project:
These are centers all over the UAE that provide
activities and programs enhancing tolerance
and coexistence. We already started to contact
local governments to choose the location of each
Lighthouse and to start carrying out the project.
7. A seventh project will be launched to establish
both a traditional and a digital library that include
material on tolerance accessible to everyone.
8. The National Project for Tolerance Research:
In this project researchers from all over the world
will do research on methods of spreading tolerance
everywhere.
9. Tolerance in Sports:
We already organized the Tolerance Cricket Cup,
where 16 teams, consisting of 300 players from
twenty countries, representing the foreign workers
in the UAE,
Competed.
10. Relations with Foreign Communities:
The aim of this project is to make it available for
foreigners living in the UAE to take part in tolerance
activities and projects, thus constituting a link

UAE is an international
capital of tolerance and
human fraternity

between the UAE and their countries.
11. Tolerance World Alliance:
This project will be an international umbrella
covering different institutions, research centers and
even individuals, that will work together to spread
peace and tolerance.
We are also working on enhancing the role of
the media in spreading tolerance and establishing
good and strong relations with artists, writers
and creators interested in tolerance. We are also
studying the laws and regulations pertaining to
tolerance to see if they need to be amended. There
is also the use of language, especially Arabic, as
a means of spreading tolerance. Another project
depends on using modern technology in spreading
good manners. And another is the Tolerance
Gardens, which relates tolerance to environmental
awareness.

3. In your opinion, what are the implications

of the Vatican Pope’s visit to the UAE, the
first-ever to the Arabian Peninsula, in such a
time of sectarian conflict all over the world?

- The Pope’s, and the Grand Azhar Imam’s, visit to
Abu Dhabi has shown that the UAE is an international
capital of tolerance and human fraternity. The
Declaration of Abu Dhabi, signed by both religious
figures, shows how important it is for all people to
cooperate for the good of humanity.
As Emiratis, we are all proud of such great
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historical events taking place in our country.
We hope that the Vatican and Al-Azhar will work
together to spread peace and tolerance. This bears
testimony to the good reputation of the UAE as
a land of peace and coexistence, and hopefully
establishes it as a role model to be followed by
other countries for the sake of putting an end to all
conflicts.
In this connection one should warmly thank
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Armed Forces Supreme Leader,
for taking the initiative and inviting the Pope and
the Imam, and seeing to it that the event run
smoothly and successfully. This surely reflects an
open-mindedness inspired by the ideas of our late
Sheikh Zayed.

4. What are the national and international
goals that can be achieved through signing
the Abu Dhabi Declaration by the Imam and
the Pope?
As I said before, the Declaration embodies
various important principles that we aspire to
live by, regardless of any kind of differences. The
Declaration celebrates difference and highlights
the possibility of dialogue and understanding.
Meanwhile, it is a celebration of identity, which never
stands as an obstacle in the face of understanding
and accepting diversity.
The Declaration is actually a declaration of
the possibility, even the necessity, of cooperation
between all people for achieving progress, wellbeing
and welfare, which ensures a better future for
everyone. And, as I said before, the Declaration
bears witness to the great status of the UAE as a
home for tolerance and peace in the eyes of the
whole world.

5.
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responsibility for you, as a Minister for
Tolerance, on both the national and
international levels. Can your Excellency
tell us more about that?
- I must first say that all these achievements bear
witness to the great importance of tolerance in such
times as these. The existence of the Ministry itself is
a declaration of the UAE as a country that abides by
such noble values as tolerance, open-mindedness
and fraternity. As I said before, the Ministry is for all
people, whether Emiratis or non-Emiratis, living in
the UAE, regardless of their origin, sex, etc. It works
with both individuals and institutions, both in the
UAE and abroad, to promote a culture of tolerance.
My responsibility is to make plans and supervise
their execution, focusing on various aspects, such
as education and awareness raising. These have
especially to do with the youth and the families. We also
work on achieving coordination between institutions
to spread and encourage tolerance, and motivate all
people to take part in working for the welfare of the
whole world. The Ministry also has its own publications
which focus on the value of tolerance. Besides, we
work hard to achieve good communication between the
foreign communities in the UAE, carry out programs,
do research and establish indexes to document and
measure tolerance in the UAE and the whole world. We
are a main partner in all international agreements and
treaties that promote peace and renounce violence.
We are also responsible for introducing the Arabic and
Islamic Civilization to the world, and to stress that the
UAE follows in the footsteps of our Muslim forefathers
who built a great civilization by benefiting from the
experiences and skills of people of different origins.
As a Minister of Tolerance, I want to emphasize
that we regard discussions on the topic of the
tolerant UAE as an important means of stressing
that tolerance does not mean giving up one’s identity,
beliefs or principles. It does not mean losing touch
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with history or heritage. On the contrary, it means
that we both take pride in our heritage and make
sure to have good relations with everyone. We are
the inheritors of a great civilization who aspire to be
a role model for everyone.

6. The Pope’s visit is in line with the Forum

of the Dialogue between Religions. What are
the goals that the Forum has achieved for the
UAE, the Arab world, and the whole world?

- The Forum shows that all humans, regardless of
their differences, aspire to better living conditions and a
better future. We are all facing challenges nowadays that
require the joint efforts of all people living on Earth. The
Forum has made it clear that tolerance, coexistence and
joint work are effective means of improving life quality
on all levels, such as health, education, environment
protection and ending conflict. The Forum has also
shown that dialogue between followers of all religions
embodies the meaning of tolerance, open-mindedness,
peace and friendship between the people of the world. It
must be noted here that the UAE grants all people living
in it the right of worshipping their gods with utmost
respect to their diversity and difference. This makes the
UAE perfectly qualified for playing an important role for
humanity- a role that can achieve cooperation , love and
understanding between all people, which, in turn, can
ensure progress and development for everyone.

7. What is the Ministry’s plan for raising

awareness of the importance of tolerance in
the Emirati society?
There is no doubt that the Ministry’s activities mainly
contribute to enhancing human skills necessary for
living and working nowadays , and encourage good
manners and behavior. I already mentioned that
our initiatives and programs stress tolerance as an
Islamic, Arab and Emirati value. They also stress the

Thank you, sir.
You are welcome. I really want to thank
you and express my appreciation of the
role played by your magazine. I also want
to greet your good readers, who, like all
of us, should take great pride in all that
our dear country represents. Our country
is a great epitome of tolerance, diversity,
coexistence and openness, as well as of
great achievements. These achievements
are, in themselves, evidence that living by
the values of tolerance and coexistence can
make the world a much better place for
everyone.

importance of the Arabic language as a means of
promoting tolerance and enhancing understanding of,
and communication between, people from all over the
world. Besides, they incorporate foreign communities,
and make use of the media as well as of societal and
international partnership in the process of raising
awareness of the importance of tolerance. As I said, this
process of awareness raising targets all segments of the
elderly and the mentally or/and physically disabled with
the aim of incorporating them in the collaborative work for
spreading tolerance in every part of the world
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