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“Zayed’s sons” ..Limitless ambition and boundless determination

The UAE conquers space,
thanks to the skills of its young people

History is being made while the celebrations of “the year
Zayed” goes on. The status of our country as a civilized force
and forward- looking power that strides to a bright future for
humanity, as the wise leadership desires, is thus re-assured .
Making invaluable contributions to the well-being of all peoples,
the UAE proceeds steadily in a number of areas including space
exploration.
The UAE astronauts› unprecedented mission, represents
a new chapter of our success story in the space sector, which
we have been writing for years and it reached its peak with the
launch of Khalifa Sat, the first satellite to be made by the UAE
engineers and technicians at the Mohammed Bin Rashid Science
Center Space. Hence, Khalifa Sat is highly regarded in the
scientific community around the world, where it is considered
one of the top satellites which will soon be cursing in outer
space. Therefore, it is rightly seen as a source of unending pride
for the United Arab Emirates.
The launch of Khalifa Sat and the space mission on which
both astronauts Hazza Ali Al Mansouri and Sultan Saif Al
Neyadi, will embark upon next April and which will take them
to the International Space Station, are all but steps on the way
of delivering more worthy results of the UAE’s vision and
aspirations; they are initiatives that lay solid foundations for
the UAE space industry promote the work to set up sciencebased society with the aim of establishing a culture of research,
innovation and pioneering among ambitious young Emiratis.
Both deeds also emphasize how highly qualified and
educated our young men and women; they stress the UAE
young people’s readiness to achieve remarkable progress in
all areas including, but not limited to, leadership in the space
industry and embracing the stars.
The forthcoming monitoring work of the environmental
changes, natural phenomena and various aspects of world
climate , due to be carried out by Khalifa Sat , may well yield
great results that could play a major role in understanding the
causes of disasters and natural crises. This work will also
contribute to predicting the revolts of nature, and could pave the
way to minimize the damage they cause to lives and property
around the world.
Indeed, success on a global level is intrinsically linked
to local achievements. How can a country serve humanity
and offer help to ensure the spread of peace and prosperity
around the world, unless it is able to take its people forward,
protect them, and promote conditions that allow them to live
comfortably well ?

The selection of both astronauts to represent the UAE and
the Arab world on an unprecedented mission that will involve
doing research at the International Station, is by any standards a
historic turning point for our country. It will help the UAE join
the world›s great nations with renowned achievements in space
research, and usher a new beginning that will have plenty of
lessons for all peoples aspiring to succeed in having profound
impact on human life and its future.
To say this mission the of first two Emirati astronauts signifies
a new dawn is an observation with considerable implications. It
is clear that they have been picked from thousands of talented
young people who have the potential to participate in invading
space, with burning ambition to achieve admirable results and
make the UAE proud for their excellent record in the space
sector among .
Thanks to Al Mansouri, Al Neyadi, and other qualified
Emiratis who are waiting to participate in space missions, the
UAE will be a pioneer in the space world. These young people
will place their country at the forefront of achieving nations
in space exploration and will lead the way for its effective
contributions in this and other vital areas, which have long
been dominated by Western countries with massive scientific
and technical capabilities. The UAE, thus, stands now shoulder
to shoulders with those great countries, confidently competing
with them, and trying to outdo them in terms of ambition to
accomplish more progress and prosperity.
The UAE’s feats in the space sector, realized by “ Zayed’s
sons” who continue to adorn its record with impressive
achievements , show the potential of Emirati youth, their great
ambitions and strong determination. These deeds also underline
the fact that we owe our space success in no small measures to
the insightful vision of our leadership, which has set its eyes on
the UAE›s human development, and worked tirelessly to nurture
young people’s skills in line with the highest world standards.
Our young men and women, in their return, have become the
envy of the world as gifted and dedicated professionals who can
make a difference.
It is therefore, only right and proper to congratulate the
wise leadership on our young people›s victories in all fields,
most notably space. We should also salute “Zayed’s sons,”
who have left the UAE’s indelible mark at the world stage,
and accomplished remarkable achievements in its name, both
on earth and well beyond in space. This success story will
culminate, God willing, in 2117 with the UAE being among
the first nations to establish presence on the Red Planet.
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Thanks to Khalifa’s directive and support of Mohammed bin Rashid and
Mohammed bin Zayed

The UAE rushed to tend wounded Kerala
and help its victims
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The UAE has taken action to help the
victims of the southern Indian state of
Kerala when it was overwhelmed last
August with unprecedented floods for a
century. It helped with relief efforts and
offered medical assistance to the victims.
In so doing, the UAE was following into
the footsteps of Zayed’s , hence the Indian
press poured praise on the UAE’s initiative.
In line with His Highness the UAE
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan’s directives, an emergency committee
led by the Emirates Red Crescent and other
UAE charitable organizations, was formed to
organize relief assistance, with the help of the
Indian expatriate community, in the aftermath
of the worst Kerala floods in living memory.
The death toll rose to 445 while thousands
were displaced as a result of the devastating
floods in the southern Indian state.
His Highness the President, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, Vice
President Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai
and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of
the UAE Armed Forces offered their sincerest
condolences to the friendly Indian people and
the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
following the floods that ravaged Kerala
killing and displacing so many people.

Response
In response to the wise leadership’s
directives, the UAE government and people,
both citizens and expats, Emirati and Indian
business communities, hastened to launch
relief campaign to assist the victims in the
southern Indian state that is known for its
close historical links with the UAE. The
campaign was one of the largest to organize in
Issue 26 5

the UAE which tops the list of donor countries
of humanitarian and development aid and it
offered humanitarian relief to 147 countries
last year.
Within hours of launching its emergency
campaign to support the Kerala flood victims,
the Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan Foundation
raised AED 10 million. All sorts of UAE
institutions and individuals were moved by
the disaster and rushed to do all they could
to help the relief and rescue efforts. For
example, employees in Al Etihad Cooperative
Association launched the “ Zayed Giving
Sons Parcels initiative to support Kerala
floods victims, with parcels containing food
and children’s requirements.

6
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Following the President’s directives,
hundreds of Emirati medical doctors hastily
joined the Volunteer Indian-Emirati Medical
Team for Medical Response (Istijaba), under
the slogan “We Are All Following in Zayed’s
Footsteps”, and moved to provide treatment
and prevention services to the people affected
by the floods. This was a direct result of a joint
voluntary and humanitarian initiative which
involved a number of bodies such as “ Zayed’s
Giving” initiative, UAE Giving Society, UAE
Voluntary Programme and volunteers from
the Indian expatriate community .
It should be pointed out that “ Zayed’s
Giving” initiative managed since 2000 when
it was founded, to reach out to over 14 million

Kerala’s worst catastrophic floods

The death toll from floods and landslides,
which started August 8 in the southern Indian
state of Kerala, has reached 445, according to
reports in late August. They said that since the
beginning of August, the nearly 24-hour rains
left about 1 million people displaced in some
2,800 camps and destroyed tens of thousands
of homes and bridges. The reports cited initial
estimates of losses in the worst floods for a
century in the state known for its beaches and
attractive tourist, at about $ 3 billion.
Indian forces and government agencies
continued their rescue operations during the
disaster, amid fears of epidemics. With the
water gradually receding, large-scale clean-up
operations began, particularly after hundreds
of people have been killed by floods, as rain
battered the state for days on end causing rising
river levels, land erosion and wreaking havoc
on infrastructure and homes. Anil Vasodivan,

the disaster management officer in Kerala’s
health department, said the state was preparing
to respond to any outbreak of disease in relief
camps while medicines were being distributed
for prevention.
“Our biggest challenge now is to clear and
rehabilitate flooded homes and prevent waterborne diseases,” said Mahesh P, a health official
from village near the financial capital of Kochi.
“The biggest cause of the rescue is for ordinary
citizens, helped by the army, navy and local
authorities,” he added. “The floods have pushed
the population into bonding as never before.
They shared whatever they owned”, Mahesh
concluded.
This year rainfall average has increased by 40
percent. Heavy rains in mid-August forced the
authorities to open the gates of dozens of dams
that were filled with alarming degrees, leading
to rising water levels and flooding.
Issue 26 7

child and elderly person around the world,
through
Zayed’s humanitarian voluntary
campaigns with mobile clinics.

UAE Family
The flood made life difficult for lots of
non-Indians who were visiting Kerala when
the deluge started, such as a five-member
UAE family who were trapped for days.
The family was in the flood- ravaged state
to seek treatment for their elderly father,
but the disaster forced them to stay for four
days away from their hotel. Finally, the UAE
Consulate succeeded in rescuing the family.
Furthermore, it swiftly moved to provide
transport and private accommodations to
more than 100 UAE citizens away from the
affected areas, at the Consulate‘s expenses.
8
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The Emirati humanitarian and rescue
efforts received significant attention from the
Indian media which praised the UAE vital
role in helping Kerala and providing generous
assistance to flood victims.
The Economic Times newspaper said that
the UAE leadership was quick to provide
urgent support to the victims, pointing out that
this initiative is hardly surprising for the UAE
is known for its humanitarian initiatives on
the world stage. The “News Minute” website,
“India Today”, “Indian Express” newspapers
and many Indian media outlets highlighted the
UAE’s humanitarian initiative and expressed
deep gratitude to the wise leadership, who
moved to direct that all possible support be
urgently given to Kerala.

“Zayed’s sons” write a new chapter in
their admirable history

Al Mansouri & Al Neyadi
on a mission to explore
space in an unprecedented
Arab feat
The UAE has confirmed, yet again, that it is
staying at the forefront, with its excellence further
enhanced. It disclosed on 3rd August 2018 that
history is in the making as preparation continues
to send two Emirati astronauts on a space
mission, which is an unprecedented achievement
in the Arab world.
10
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Mohammed bin Rashid:

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan:

“Our dreams embrace space.. we are
proud of our young people, and our future is
based on a solid scientific foundation”

“There are also no limits to our ambitions
to accomplish greater achievements for our
country.”

The first two Emirati astronauts, Hazza Ali
Abdan Al Mansouri and Sultan Saif Hamad
Al Neyadi, were selected to take part in a
space mission organized in cooperation with
the Russian space agency, Roscosmos State
Corporation for Space Activities. There were
4,000 young men and women who had hoped to
be on this mission. However, Al Mansouri and
Al Neyadi merged as winners beating all those
candidates to it.
One of the two astronauts will fly into space
next April as the first Emirati astronaut on a 10day mission as part of the Russian space mission
to the International Space Station aboard the
Soyuz MS-12 spacecraft.
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Minister
and Ruler of Dubai, congratulated Al Mansouri
and Al Neyadi for their selection, saying, «Hazza
and Sultan represent a new stage for the UAE
young people and raise the aspirations of new

generations after them. Our dreams embrace
space ... and we are proud of our young people,
and our future is based on a solid scientific
foundation.
«We have the only Mars probe program in the
region; our satellite industry has realised its full
potential; we have UAE astronauts; we have a
space industry worth AED20 billion, and we
have aspirations without limits... when given
the opportunity, Arabs can reach for the stars.»
He concluded by saying that the UAE is
accomplishing outstanding achievements in the
space sector and Emirati young people represent
all Arab young men and women.
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
congratulated Al Mansouri and Al Neyadi
on passing the tests and demonstrating their
abilities and capabilities in the space program.
He also wished them success in carrying out the
Issue 26 11

scientific tasks entrusted to them.
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
added that the achievements of Hazza and
Sultan and their desire to provide a qualitative
national addition reflect the aspirations of the
UAE young people and their determination to
reach the highest levels in all fields.
Sheikh Mohamed said, «As space has no
limits, there are also no limits to our ambitions
to accomplish greater achievements for our
country.»
HH added that the UAE’s goal, under the
presidency of President His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, to help the journey
of humanity to space is part of its keenness to
help advance the international efforts to serve
humanity.
Al Mansouri and Al Niyadi reach the
final stage of the competition out of 4,022
applicants, by completing six phases of medical,
psychological and advanced tests and a series of
interviews, in cooperation with NASA, as well

as advanced medical tests by Roscosmos.

The program

The Mohammed bin Rashid Space Center
(MBRSC) launched the program “Emirates
Astronauts Program” in December 2017,
making e- registration available to all those who
felt they were competent and skilful enough
to be the first Emirati astronaut. The Emirates
astronauts Program includes intensive training
stages that the candidates should go through. It
has been pointed out that at the end of the training
period, the Program will pick the first Emirati
astronaut who is qualified to go on a mission
to the International Space Station in order to
take part to in space exploration missions as
determined by the UAE Government..
The ISS is a space station, or a habitable
artificial satellite, in low Earth orbit. There are
Six astronauts on board the conducting research
in all physics and biology areas for 35 hours a
week.

Hazaa Al Mansouri

Sultan Al Niyadi

Thirty-four-year-old Hazaa Ali Abdan Khalfan
Al Mansouri has a Bachelor’s Degree in Aviation
Science and Military Aviation from the Khalifa
bin Zayed Air College, has 14 years of military
aviation experience, and has completed training
programs both inside and outside the country,
including advanced courses on rescuing people
from drowning, rotation training, acceleration
up to 9Gs and red flag exercises in the United
States, US. In 2016, Al Mansouri qualified to be
an aeronautical pilot and now pilots an F-16B60
aircraft.

Thirty-seven year old Sultan Saif Muftah Hamad
Al Niyadi has a PhD in Data Leakage Prevention
Technology from Griffith University in Australia
that he had obtained in 2016, as well as a Master’s
degree in Information and Networks Security
from the same university, a Bachelor’s degree in
Electronics and Communication Engineering from
Brighton University in the United Kingdom, UK,
and completed a general education program in IT
in the UK in 2001.
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Astronauts‘s training goes on in the run up
to the April launch
Salem Humaid Al Merri, assistant
director-general for Scientific and Technical
Affairs at MBRSC, head of the Higher
Committee for the UAE Astronaut Program,
explained that the two Emirati astronauts,
Hazaa Al Mansouri and Sultan Al Niyadi
were currently undergoing an intensive
eight-month long training program before
the launch next April. At the end of this
training one of them will join a team that
consists of a Russian commander and an
American woman-astronaut, on board of
Soyuz M-S12, which will launch to the ISS
in April 2019, on a 10-day trip.
The tests being carried out by the
two astronauts include basic aviation,
how to control the spacecraft, and other
specialized exercises that ensure a high
level performance during this historic
mission, Al Merri said. He added that two
more astronauts will join Al Mansouri and
Al Niyadi in the next stage in order to be
part of a future program that prepares all
of them to go on future space missions that
will take much longer to conduct. These
future missions may take months , and their
scientific objectives will be much wider and
more sophisticated to benefit other Emirati
projects, helping to ensure the UAE’s
distinguished position internationally in all
sectors.
The thousand mile journey
MBRSC has stated that the picking of
the two candidates who will join the UAE
Astronauts Program to carry out various
research missions and serve as ambassadors
extraordinary for our country in space over
the next five years, is the first step in the

journey of a thousand miles that we have to
go in order to achieve the objective set by
the wise leadership, to explore space and
invest in it through the national programs
and strategies in place, and also to seek to
harness space techniques and applications
in such away that benefits our country and
humanity at large.
Hamad Obaid Al Mansouri, chairman of
MBRSC , said : “with this announcement
of the names of the two Emirati astronauts
who has been chosen through strenuous
lengthy stages and intensive tests , our
beloved nation takes a gigantic step towards
realizing the objective that has been set by
our wise leadership represented by The
President, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, God bless him”.
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Ministers: this is a unique achievement, thanks to our
visionary leadership

HE Hussein Bin Ibrahim Al Hammadi,
Minister of Education, said that the Ministry
of Education was working hard to use the
best educational systems in order to provide
a motivating learning environment for our
students to build capacity, create future
scientists, and deliver top quality educational
results, in line with the country’s approach to
invest in skilled human resources to compete
in areas such as space, innovation, science,
knowledge economy, technology, artificial
intelligence, Internet things, and other
development fields.

Our young people
Minister of Climate Change and Environment
Thani Thani Al-Ziodi , in his turn, said that the
announcement clearly showed that, thanks to
its wise leadership, the UAE is proud of its
young people’s achievements and is moving
forward to a better future for its generations.
The UAE is full of qualified and capable young
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people who will succeed in all walks of life.
Meantime, HE Nasser bin Thani Al
Hamli, Minister of Human Resources
and Emiratisation said: this achievement
underscores the competence, excellence,
readiness and ability of the UAE young people
to emulate development in its various forms,
including space leadership. Those outstanding
models that contribute effectively to a bright
future under the wise leadership of the UAE,
represent such a source of pride and honour.
Meanwhile, Hessa bint Issa Buhameed,
Minister of Community Development,
described the announcement of first Emirati
astronauts as a historic moment in the ongoing
march of the country’s progress and prosperity,
to establish the UAE’s position at the forefront
of the world in various fields.
Our leadership’s vision
Her Excellency stressed that this historic
deed would not have been possible without

the vision of the wise leadership, support and
motivation given to UAE society, especially
the youth, by the President, His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed
Forces.,
UAE Minister of State for Public Education
Jameelah Al Muhairi thought that the UAE was
writing an admirable success story in a vital
sector, by picking two Emirati astronauts who
will fly to the International Space Station. This
demonstrates the UAE sound approach and
excellent performance in all fields, including
space science. It also shows that the country’s
future vision to reach and explore Mars,
not a dream but a national and vital project
which we will achieve, God’s willing, with
the guidance of the wise leadership and the
national capabilities and scientific expertise.
Success sustainability
HE Dr. Ahmed Bahloul Al Falasi, Minister

of State for Higher Education and Advanced
Skills, Chairman of the Emirates Space
Agency, stressed that the announcement of the
two astronauts who will fly into space in the
name of the UAE towards a new horizon, puts
us today in a competitive position, where we
can take pride of what we have achieved, and
initiate a new phase of development of our
space system and all professional scientific
sectors which are closely linked with efforts to
achieve sustainability for the state’s successes.
HE went on to suggest that this declaration
reaffirms the vision of our wise leadership,
which has set its eyes on the task of developing
the Emirati man, who will remain the
ambassador of civilization and development,
carrying the message of tolerance and peace to
the world.
HE Sara Al Amiri, Minister of State, said:
the announcement of the selection of the
first Emirati astronauts is a major step in the
history of the country, especially in the field
of learning and scientific research, as it will be
considered an important gateway to connect
with the global community in a new field of
astronauts, which will further enhance the
UAE’s scientific impact.
Issue 26 15

The UAE Astronaut Program..
The achievements and potentials
At the outset, there were 4,022 applicants, of
which 34% were women, for MBRSC’s UAE
Astronaut Program with the youngest applicant
being only 17 years oldest being 67 years
old. Those applicant’s academic backgrounds
were wide-ranging; they comprised 38 areas
of learning, including engineering, aviation,
medicine, military sector and business
administration. The applicants assessment
began in mid-May 2018 with 95 applicants, 39
of whom went on the following stage where the
number was cut down to 9 applicants who made
it to the final stage, at which Hazaa Al mansouri
and Sultan al Nyadi emerged as the forerunners
to be named as the first two Emirati astronauts.
The Program which the UAE launched in
April 2017 with the aim of establishing an
infrastructure for the UAE space industry has
also become one of the most important projects
of this sector. Furthermore, it is one of the most
inspirational programs that meet the ambitions
of distinguished youth with unparalleled
abilities at the scientific level and in terms of
personal skills.
In a tweet, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,
declared the e-registration of the UAE Astronaut
Program open in December 2017. HH wrote : “I
invite young Emiratis to register for the UAE
Astronaut Program through the Mohammed
bin Rashid Space Centre. The most competitive
applicants will be selected to be ambassadors
for the UAE in space exploration. However,
every single Emirati will contribute in his or her
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own way to the future of the UAE, whether it’s
on land, or in the skies.” His Highness added:
“Our ambitious goals are fuelled by dedicated
people, who support us until, without hesitation
or scepticism, we succeed. Every single Emirati
will contribute in his or her own way to the
future of the UAE, whether it’s on land, or in
the skies”.
UAE Space industry
MBRSC manages this sustainable program,
which is aimed at continuously preparing
national cadres of astronauts in line with the
highest international standards in the field. The
program consists of three intensive training
phases over 3 years, over which the trainees
undergo several stages of training. The UAE
Astronaut Program fulfils the National Strategy
which aims to develop national scientific corps,
prepare future generations to reach the highest
international standards, and also to enhance the
UAE’s aspirations in taking part in scientific
missions and manned space exploration
missions.
Exploratory missions
The MBRSC looks forward to developing a
national team of astronauts who can achieve the
country’s ambitions by supporting the UAE’s
vision to build a prosperous future based
on knowledge and scientific research , start
participating in scientific exploratory missions
by developing the first Emirati astronaut corps,
encourage and inspire young generations to
study STEM subjects and adopt research

Dr. Al Hosani: Astronauts will carry
UAE flag into space
The selection of Hazza Ali Al Mansouri and
Sultan Saif Al Nayadi to be the first Emirati
astronauts to carry our flag into space is
unprecedented Arab achievement. It represents
an exceptional point in our history and a stunning
leap forward which would not have been possible
without the support of our visionary leadership,
innovation and advanced capabilities. Being
blessed with this wise leadership and those
skills, we are fully qualified to make remarkable
contributions to scientific research and space
exploration, which will have positive impact on
the efforts designed to protect lives and assets at
times of risks. Thus, we reaffirm the UAE solid
determination to serve humanity and to keep
danger at bay.
This is a new achievement, adding more
colour to the UAE glowing record. It is the time
to renew our commitment to our wise leadership
to strive tirelessly to be worthy of its trust and
to do more in the future in order to enhance the
UAE›s excellence in science and technology as
well as in the humanitarian fields, where the our
country remains a leader in giving and doing
good, carrying the message of tolerance and

moderation, working to fend off dangers and
move steadily, through sustainable development
to a more prosperous future.

culture with passion for exploration as well as
innovation and , finally, to consolidate the UAE
position in the space sector at the international
level through contributing to manned space
missions.
Applicants must be UAE nationals, over
18 years old, hold a minimum of a bachelor’s
degree and be fluent in both Arabic and

English. The training program is conducted
over 4 years, during which the selected
candidates will qualify to be part of the first
Emirati astronaut corps to participate in space
missions and carry out scientific experiments.
The preparation encompasses several phases,
including personal interviews and medical and
psychometric tests.
Issue 26 17

Mohamed bin Zayed receives
the Islamic anti-terrorism commander
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, received General Raheel Sharif,
Military Commander of Islamic Military
Counter Terrorism Coalition (IMCTC).
During the meeting, HH Sheikh Mohamed
and General Sharif discussed efforts aimed
at countering terrorism, and uprooting terror
organizations and structures, which pose a
threat to the regional and international security
and peace.
The two sides also reviewed the IMCTC’s
strategy and mechanisms in coordinating and
unifying the efforts of Islamic countries in
the fight against terrorism, in line with other

18

October 2018

international endeavors to maintain international
peace and security. Sheikh Mohamed underlined
the importance of joint efforts and collective
action to deal with the threat of terrorism and its
consequences.
“The UAE continues to work with regional
and international partners to confront terror
groups and all extremist ideas that spread chaos
and unrest in the world,” His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed said.
In turn, General Sharif praised the active
and influential role played by the UAE and its
regional and international efforts in confronting
the threat of terrorism and terrorist organizations,
as well as its contribution towards achieving
security and stability in the region and the whole
world.

The Office of Office of Future Food Security and Masdar join forces

Promoting cooperation among those
safeguarding food security

The UAE fully understands the strategic significance of food security. It thus takes concrete
measures to ensure that this issue is effectively managed. To that end, the UAE launched in
August partnership mechanism to organize coordination among dozen agencies to ensure the
country’s food security. Meanwhile, the Office of Future Food Security (OFFS) concluded
a partnership agreement with Masdar to streamline joint efforts to address food security
challenges.
Food security is rightly regarded as one of
the most vital issues in our time, especially
as we are faced with a growing problem of
providing enough food for the ever-increasing

number of people, while the draining of our
resources goes on unabated, thanks to the
reckless actions of irresponsible citizens of
our world. The UAE draws its strategic plans
Issue 26 19

on the basis of future foresight, which is why
it continues to work hard to ensure long-term
food security for all those who reside in it.
Mariam Hareb Almheiri, Minister of State
for Future Food Security, highlighted the
importance of adopting advanced agricultural
technologies to safeguard the UAE food
security. She stressed that the introduction
of creative means for mastering advance
agricultural technologies, and sharing them,
will help ensure food security and raise the
country’s competitiveness in this area. This
can only be realized by cooperation with all
interested parties, the Minister added.
She made this statement during the launch
of a joint program of the “OFFS” and the
“Government Accelerators” at the Emirates
Towers in Dubai, which was attended by over
50 representatives of federal, local government
authorities and private sector. The program
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aims to promote cooperation and speed up
the process of adopting advanced agricultural
technologies which are based on sustainability
throughout the supply chain. This means the
program can serve as a platform for discussions
around the ways of meeting the challenges that
face those pioneering businessmen who get
involved in this vital sector.
“We seek to cooperate with our strategic
partners from relevant sectors and institutions,
to create a comprehensive plan to improve crop
quality and increase productivity, by adopting
practical approaches based on the adoption
of agricultural technologies at all stages of
production,” Almheiri said. She added “ there
is no doubt that the ministry’s partnership
with the Government Accelerators program
will play a key role in achieving the desired
progress of the country’s agricultural sector
which represents a major pillar of our national

strategy for future food security that will be
outlined next September “.
Initiatives
The program includes two specific initiatives,
the first of which focusses on the adoption of
modern technology for Controlled Environment
Agriculture systems. These are sustainable in
reducing reliance on water and inputs to the
agricultural process, as well as cutting down
the operational and construction costs of these
facilities. The second initiative, “AquaTrack”,
on the other hand, aims to promote the country’s
aquaculture sector in order to meet its needs. To
overcome challenges, a number of mechanisms
will be adopted including working to harmonize
the requirements of aquaculture activities in the
country, providing UAE standards and control
systems, taking into account environmental
requirements.
The first session of the program included
debates on measures that are necessary to boost
the work aiming to provide technical and financial
support for those pioneering businessmen of the
agricultural sector so that they could prepare
viability studies for their projects rapidly and
smoothly. The participants concluded their
discussions by adopting a set of practical steps
that will ensure the implementation of a range
of initiatives by federal and local authorities
over 100 days, which will be spelled out along
with the “National Food Security Strategy.”
Partnership with Masdar
Meantime, the UAE’s OFFS and Abu
Dhabi Future Energy Company (Masdar) has
announced a strategic partnership to enhance
food security in the UAE. The collaboration
seeks to address future challenges by developing
joint initiatives that strengthen the country’s
preparedness and competitiveness in critical
sectors related to future food security.
The agreement was signed at the Masdar
headquarters in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi by

The program includes two
specific initiatives: Adoption
of modern technology for
Controlled Environment
Agriculture systems, and
“AquaTrack” to promote the
country’s aquaculture sector.
HE minister Mariam Almheiri, , and Mohamed
Jameel Al Ramahi, Chief Executive Officer of
Masdar.
The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
focuses on two major initiatives. Firstly, a
vertical farming container pilot project will
see a pilot facility established in Masdar City,
where the latest technologies and best practices
for developing controlled environment farming
will be identified. Both parties will monitor the
performance in terms product, consumption of
energy and water.
Secondly, the Smart Home Farm is an
initiative to be developed in connection with
Masdar City’s Eco-Villa, conceived as a template
for affordable and highly energy- and waterefficient residential villas in the UAE. This
initiative will help define and pick techniques a
well as home farming solutions offered by local
and international suppliers.
“This strategic partnership is the cornerstone
of achieving future food security objectives –
an important step in activating plans to meet the
challenges of this vital cause and invest in its
opportunities,” said Mariam Almheiri.
Mohamed Jameel Al Ramahi,in his turn,
said: “We are very grateful for this opportunity
to work in partnership with the UAE OFFS
to unlock the potential of clean technology
to address our present and future agriculture
needs”.
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To meet NCEMA’s requirements

Early Warning Feature is mandatory in UAE phones
The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority ( NCEMA) has
requested that all cellular phone manufacturers should provide an Early Warning Feature
(EWF)using CBS, which is designed to convey messages of warning, notification and awareness.
Consequently, the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA) has set the beginning of
October 2018 as a deadline for all those manufacturers to meet NCEMA’s requirements that
are made to protect life and assets.
His Excellency Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al
Hosani, Director General of NCEMA, told the
media that the EWF system requirements have
been set up in compliance with the guidance
of His Highness Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the National Security Advisor, who has
always directed that the focus should be firmly
on advance preparedness, effective means of
early warning and ways of raising awareness
to reduce risks impact. HE went on to stress
the fact that the UAE is the first country in the
region to develop an advance warning system
of imminent disasters or crises. Dr Al Hosani
added that the UAE is also ahead of every other
country in the area in expanding the warning
scope by using different means to reach as many
people as possible, as soon as possible, before,
during or after the emergency.
Brpadcasting
Dr Al Hosani pointed out that the broadcasting
infrastructure is being updated in cooperation
with the National Media Council to meet the
needs of the early warning system administered
by NCEMA. He explained that the new tool will
serve as an additional mean of warning along
with others, such as sending text messages
to people in the vicinity of emergency sites
and warning by the loudspeakers available in
mosques across the country.
HE went on to say that NCEMA is continuing

22

October 2018

to strengthen its risk-warning mechanisms and
tools as part of its ongoing efforts to reduce risk
and maintain a high preparedness to respond to
any emergency or crisis.
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority
TRA recently announced the deadline for
mobile phone manufacturers to provide early

NCEMA
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warning by using the cellular broadcasting
service (CBS) and that they are all required to
do so by early October, according to Ahmad
Al Shamsi, Head of the Department of Quality
Accreditation at TRA.
Al Shamsi was quoted as saying to the press
that this mandatory early warning mechanism
is in line with the NCEMA’s requirements, and
stressing that all new mobile phones currently
sold in the UAE market meet these requirements.
Highest standards
It should be pointed out that this new EWF
helps emergency management teams to convey
warning messages accompanied by different
alarms and vibrations depending on the
emergency classification so that receivers in
imminent danger cannot ignore the warnings.
These signals and warnings are sent to a group
of users according to their location, in order
to ensure that they reach the target group in
proximity to risk.
TRA spokespersons explained that the
warnings received by the user in the affected
areas are escalated in five stages, with the 1st
to 4th warning levels being standard, however
the muffler is disabled at the 5th level and alarm
remains on at the highest volume and vibration.
Al Shamsi stressed that the EWF adheres to
the highest standards applied in early warning
of risks, and the service is much better than
traditional methods of conveying warnings,
on two counts: it delivers the alerting message
faster ensuring it reaches the safely.
NCEMA’s requirements
Mobile phones available on the UAE market
did not support this new EWF. It was only
provided at the recommendation of NCEMA.
TRA translated NCEMA’s requirements into
technical standards and then began passing
them on to manufacturers advising them of the
need to comply with those requirements and to

fully implement them by early October.
TRA finalized the compliance plan with
NCEMA’s requirements within 12 months,
including outlining the standards, then notifying
manufacturers and finally completion of the
system set up. TRA explained that it has a
smart phone laboratory equipped with the latest
equipment to inspect the devices, to ensure that
they comply with all local standards, including
those identified by NCEMA.
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NCEMA Director General congratulates them on their Day

Emirati women forge ahead on the course of
Zayed for prosperity

We celebrate on August 28th of each year the UAE Women›s Day, which is a tribute to our
young nation. It shows how successful the human development efforts in our country have
been. Believing firmly that man is its real wealth, the UAE has been doing all it can to empower
her women and men, preparing them to be number 1 in a world that is moving forward apace.
Ever since the setting up of the union, Emirati women have stood shoulder to shoulder with
their fellow men, their partners in giving, designing their businesses, competing in creative
ideas, innovative programs, policies and solutions when faced with challenges.
It is hardly surprising that the theme of the
UAE Women’s Day 2018 is “Women on the
course of Zayed “. This was chosen to coincide
with the celebration of Zayed’s centenary and
the naming of 2018 “the Year of Zayed” by HH
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President
of the UAE. The fact that the Emirati woman
has forged ahead on the road of success since
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the early 1970s, is due in no small measure
to the support of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, God bless his soul, who was keen to
enable Emirati women to make a difference. He
worked solidly to lay down the foundations of
the advanced and modern state that the UAE
has become, and realized that the success of the
state could only be made by the concerted efforts

of all its sons, the cooperation of visionaries
and talents, women and men. Zayed thus gave
women their full rights, and was determined
to make learning available to them so they
would acquire necessary skills. Furthermore,
he directed that enough places at schools and
universities should be assigned to women who
applied themselves diligently to the task of
attaining of knowledge and experience.
The Emirati woman’s success after the
establishment of the Union, were reinforced by
the grace of God and the approach of the wise
leadership led by His Highness Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, and
the support of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai.
, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces, and Their Highness the Rulers
of the UAE.
Thus, Emirati women have become role
model and gained in respect, both locally and
internationally. She is now an acclaimed player,
according to international indicators, data and
reports issued by the United Nations bodies,
such as the World Economic Forum to Close the
Gender Gap, which has given Emirati women
the highest ranking in the world in three out of
four indicators.
When a crisis of some sort strikes, the UAE
woman is always close at hand to provide help
and support to all the distressed victims facing
the plight of disasters and emergencies. She
has thus used her time to support the bereaved
mother and disadvantaged children and to assist
widows and orphans.
On this occasion, we are honored to extend
our deepest appreciation and gratitude to
Her Highness Sheikha Fatima bint Mubarak,
Chairwoman of the General Women’s Union,
Supreme President of the Family Development
Foundation and President of the Supreme Council
for Motherhood and Childhood, “Mother of the

Emirates”. She was always by Sheikh Zayed’s
side helping Emirati women since the early
1960s and leading the way for them to achieve
more successes. HH has dedicated herself to
establishing equality between women and men,
orienting women career, sparking off their
enthusiasm and honing their skills to deliver
better results for the country and meet the high
hopes pinned on them.
A good part of this success is due to the
woman herself, who has always been a role
model in creating and giving of efforts, visions
or sacrifices. She is the mother, sister, wife and
daughter who offers martyrs to safeguard the
homeland. She has been playing active roles
in all walks of life in the UAE, including the
cabinet and the National Federal Council. It
is also well known that Emirati women will
join team of astronauts next year, and they are
currently helping to protect the country and
keep it safe, defending justice and upholding
the right in the battlefields. They are serving in
the armed forces, working as doctors, engineers
and specialists in aviation, renewable energy
and many more sectors.
Emirati women have demonstrated the
invaluable contributions they can make and the
powerful role they can play, to serve our country.
They have been a source of inspiration, not least
because they are a never-ending success story at
all workplaces, and a powerful tool to reinforce
the UAE excellence.
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He commended NCEMA

The Commander of Civil Defense
attends a strategic exercise
In the course of its continuing efforts to maintain high level of readiness, the General
Directorate of Civil Defense in Dubai staged a joint strategic exercise late August . HE Major
General Jassem Mohammed Al Marzouqi, the Commander of the Civil Defense in the country
attended the event and inspected the executing teams. He praised the participants while
admiring the overall performance and level of preparation.
The General Directorate of Civil Defense
carried out the exercise at the Movenpick Hotel
- Ibn Battuta Gate, Dubai, in the presence of
officials fronted by HE Major General Marzouki
and Colonel Ali Hassan Al Mutawa, Acting
Director General of Civil Defense in Dubai. The
exercise aimed at ensuring high readiness of the
participating teams, assessing the Civil Defense
force’s response and their level of preparedness
to deal with potential risks. It was also thought
of as a platform to verify internal contingency
plans in public and private civilian facilities,
and to test the coordination efforts among
emergency service providers.
Readiness and efficiency
During his meeting with the participating
teams, Major General Marzouki stressed that
the results reflected the high degree of readiness
and sound professionalism of all those who
took part, as teams as well individuals. The
Commander-in-Chief of the Civil Defense
expressed his appreciation of the Dubai Civil
Defense force and of the powerful support of
the partners led by Maj. Gen. Rashid Thani Al
Matroushi.
HE also thought that
the National
Emergency, Crises and Disasters Management
Authority ( NCEMA)’s leading coordination
role was praiseworthy, and spoke highly of
of Dubai Healthcare Services, RTA, Dubai
Municipality, Dubai Health Authority and Red
Crescent representatives, for making their good
contributions.
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Discussed at a recent meeting

Ways of enhancing cooperation between
NCEMA and Dubai Police
HE Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al-Hosani, Director General of the National Emergency, Crisis
and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), discussed aspects of cooperation, coordination
and the best practices in the areas of emergencies, crises and disasters with the Dubai Police
General Management.
The discussion was conducted at NCEMA’s
headquarter, where Al Hosani received a
delegation from the Dubai Police led by
Brigadier General Ahmed Thani Bin Ghalaitah
Al Muhairi, Chairman of the Board of Directors
of the Police Stations. The meeting covered
ways to strengthen relations between the two
sides and exchange experiences and knowledge

in risks management, planning and preparedness
for risks. The two sides also examined their
joint work on the basis of the comprehensive
and integrated system of emergency, crises and
disasters management in the UAE. Furthermore,
they explored the possibilities of getting all
relevant concepts and terminology standardized,
and of strengthening capabilities of respondents
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to the event according to approved levels of
emergency. The meeting was attended by HE
Saif Mohammed Rahma Al Shamsi, Deputy
Director General of NCEMA, and a number of
its directors.
Second meeting
In the same vein, NCEMA’s representatives
attended a meeting of the Dubai crisis and disaster
team, which was chaired by Major General
Abdullah Khalifa Al-Marri, Commander-inChief of Dubai Police, last July at the Medan
Hotel.
Major General al-Marri presided over the
second meeting of the crisis and disaster team
to review the decisions taken at the previous
meeting and discuss the preparations of the
relevant departments for any possible disaster.
The meeting was attended by members of the
TRA, NCEMA, Dubai Electricity and Water
Authority, Roads and Transport Authority, Dubai
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Municipality, Civil Aviation Authority, Health
Authority, Specialized Telecommunications
Corporation and Dubai Government Media
Office.
NCEMA’s proposals
Lt. Col. Ahmed Bourguiba, Director of Crisis
and Disaster Management, presented a report on
the Maritime Security Project, which included
several initiatives aimed at managing crises
and marine disasters. Alia Al-zeeb, Director
of Strategic Communications, representative
of the Dubai Government Information Office,
explained the role of the Media Office in crisis
and disaster situations. She also highlighted
coordination mechanisms with various media
officials in government departments of the
Government of Dubai.
The meeting was concluded with debates
around a number of concepts and proposals that
were offered by NCEMA.
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With the aim of enhancing preparedness

Training courses have been conducted
on risk management
Over the past three months, the National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management
Authority (NCEMA) has participated in organizing a series of training courses around the
country, with the aim of developing the participants’ expertise, polishing their skills and always
maintaining a high degree of readiness to safeguard property and life if a risk occurred, God
forbid.
Readiness 1
In Sharjah, HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Salem
bin Sultan Al Qassimi, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah,
Deputy Chairman of the Executive Council,
attended the launch of the “Readiness 1” exercise
at the Police Officers’ Club, organized by the
Sharjah’s Emergency Management Team in
cooperation with NCEMA. Local departments

and institutions took part in the exercise, which
aimed to measure readiness and readiness
in the Emirate. It also sought to enhance the
competence of local bodies and to develop an
integrated mechanism for coordination among
different parties to facilitate rapid and successful
dealing with risks.
The exercise included testing the plans to deal
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with a number of natural disasters and crises
listed in the local risk register. It also focused on
the role of all relevant institutions which help
organize the response in accordance with the
regulations in place and the pre-planned action.
At the end of the exercise, Sheikh Abdullah
bin Salem Al Qasimi praised the work of the
emergency management team, the national and
local departments. He spoke nicely of the ongoing
efforts to ensure the safety and security of the
Emirate of Sharjah which has become an oasis of
security and tranquility for citizens and residents.
HH stressed the importance of complementarity
and synergy among various state institutions and
the private sector so they could join forces and
work as a team to safeguard society.
Oil spill
In Ras Al Khaimah, the UAE’s Environmental
Protection and Development Authority
conducted a drill to train cadres on response to
an oil pollution incident. The drill was carried
out in coordination with the local emergency,
crisis and disaster center last July at the Rixos
Bab Al Bahr Hotel in Al-Marjan Island. Staff
members representing 15 federal and local
government bodies and departments, attended
the activity which received strong backing and
plenty of praise from General Ali Abdullah bin
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Alwan Al Nuaimi, Commander-in-Chief of
RAK Police, Head of the local Emergency and
Crisis Management Team. Genral Al Nuaimi
followed the training exercise closely from
beginning to end and said he was pleased to see
the trainees implement the exercise the way
they did, taking care of all necessary measures
to contain marine pollution incidents within
the territorial waters of the Emirate.
This table exercise covered the risks of
marine pollution through a number of scenarios
in order to combine efforts among the relevant
institutions, to apply a unified mechanism
for crisis management and training of liaison
officers and to ensure that the relevant laws are
followed. The exercise also included ways
of identifying the potentials of the leadership
institution (the Environmental Protection and
Development Authority) and the supporting
bodies according to the local response plan.
Dubai’s course
A training course on the same risk was also
hosted by Dubai where NCEMA organized a
session on the subject of “dealing with the oil
spill” last July. The phenomenon of oil spells,
how and why they occur, were highlighted.
The course also addressed ways of reducing
this risk as well as responding to it if and when
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it takes place. Participants were given the
chance to review the national and international
legal framework for oil spills, compensation,
international agreements, various legislations
and related laws.
Those attending the course called for an
emergency plan to be drawn outlining the
mechanisms of dealing with an oil spill. Such a
plan should include defining protection priorities
when a spill occurs, marking out areas in order
of importance in addition to planning how to
initiate response to the spill. Furthermore,
the plan should be available to all relevant
organizations for training purposes.
Golden leader
Meantime Abu Dhabi had its share of the

training courses organized by NCEMA. One
such course was a three-day course on “Golden
Leader”, which was attended by a group of
leaders representing a number of ministries,
federal and local authorities. The course
analyzed the skills and abilities of the leader in
successful management of emergencies, crises
and disasters. It also reviewed the challenges
and difficulties he faces in supervising the task
force. At a later stage, the course addressed the
characteristics of golden, silver and bronze
leaders, as well as the most important points
that each of them must take into consideration
when managing emergencies. In addition to
that, the instructor reviewed basic principles
and challenges facing the golden leadership at
times of emergencies, crises and disasters.
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To consolidate the culture of safety

NCEMA calls upon the public to consult its
Guide for Emergencies
Seeking to achieve its primary aims to raise awareness of the risks, help transform society
into early responders and enhance the culture of safety, the National Emergency, Crisis and
Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) urged the public in the UAE to refer to “Guide for
Emergencies” that is posted on its website.
In so doing, NCEMA hopes the public will
educate themselves about the best ways to deal
with emergency situations, crises and disasters.
Valuable source
The invitation extended by NCEMA to
the UAE public to consult the emergency
handbook, was widely reported in the media.
The handbook was described as a source of
valuable information on how to cope with
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potential emergencies through a video posted
on NCEMA’s official Twitter account. In the
meantime, NCEMA stressed that importance of
this Guide, not least because preparedness is the
most important step towards protection.
The Guide includes ways to respond to natural
disasters and disruptions and how to deal with
war emergencies, to protect against sabotage,
first-aid education, fire safety, and caring for
people of determination.
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NCEMA ‘s efforts to boost
constitutional performance
is recognized
A prestigious institution has recently
commended the efforts of the National
Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management
Authority (NCEMA) to enhance institutional
work and develop mechanisms to consolidate
performance in line with the standards in
place.
HE Saeed Al Niyadi, Director General of
the Center for Monitoring and Control, praised
the NCEMA for its institutional support and
keenness to strengthen cooperation with the
aim of applying best practices and forging
closer relations among strategic partners in the
public sector.

The team

HE Al Niyady was speaking at a reception
held at Dusit Thani Hotel. It was organized
to honor the NCEMA’s team members who
assessed candidates of the second session of
the Award for Excellence of the Center. The
NCEMA team comprised Dr. Waleed Rashid Al
Bakr Al Zaabi, Head of Corporate Strategy and
Excellence, and Saeed Obeid Al Zaabi, Head
of the Corporate Excellence and Excellence
Unit.
It should be pointed out that the NCEMA’s
team of assessors has participated in a number
of excellence programs under the umbrella of
the Supreme National Security Council or other
governmental bodies, both at the federal and
local levels, in line with the directives of the
senior management and to achieve NCEMA’s
strategy to achieve excellence at work, actively
participate in achieving the UAE vision to
accomplish global leadership.

Cooperation with Dubai Municipality in the area of early warning
In order to strengthen cooperation and
coordination with those involved in risk
management issues, ways of ensuring high
readiness, sharing expertise on response to
risks and recovery methods, the National
Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management
Authority (NCEMA) discussed with the
relevant authorities in Dubai Municipality
how to establish effective relationships
to optimize protection of lives and assets
protection.

Cooperation

A delegation led by Salem Al Falasi, Director
of NCEMA’s Dubai Center, had talks with Dubai
Municipality Department, on possibilities of
coordinating roles and responsibilities as well as
on building partnerships in areas of emergency,

crisis and disaster.
The delegation was briefed on Dubai
Municipality’s experience in early warning to
monitor the impact of earthquakes on towers,
strategic installations, vital and public facilities,
as well as the meteorological system for fog,
sand storm forecasting to support emergency
plans with immediate information and
intelligent applications supporting public safety
and security especially during earthquakes and
meteorological observations.
Eng. Iman al-Khatibi, head of the Geodetic
and Marine Survey, said that the visit helps
the bodies in charge of activating emergency
plans, complement each other and join forces
to achieve the shared goal in providing full
protection to the public.
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In workshops conducted around the country

Sendai, Business Continuity and Recovery
Framework under focus
The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), organized
three workshops in Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Umm Al Quwain, in recent months to raise
awareness of highly important topics among a host of personnel interested risk management.
Sendai
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030 was the subject of a
workshop conducted by NCEMA last August
at the Abu Dhabi Armed Forces Officers
Hotel and Club, under the supervision of the
Department of Prevention and Safety. It sought
to demonstrate the importance of meeting the
Sendai Framework’s requirements to limit
risks’ consequences in a manner that is based on
effective policies designed to contain the damage
inflicted by risks, and to support plans to promote
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sustainable development, which plays a key role
in preparedness, response and recovery.
It is worth noting that the Sendai Framework,
through which the international community
seeks to unify and organize efforts, to develop
mechanisms and criteria suitable for assessing
performance and ensuring that deficiencies in
risk management policies can be addressed at
the global level. Sendai is also interested in
promoting respect for human rights and boosting
sustainable development. It is keen to strengthen
global cooperation and solidarity so that poor
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countries are assisted to prepare for risks, as well
as the transfer of knowledge and expertise in
addressing risks is realized through agreements
and partnerships.
Business Continuity
While the audience at the Sendai workshop
consisted of officials representing a number
of government and private institutions, the
“business continuity” workshop was organized
in Dubai specially to inform staff of Dubai
Media of the implications of this vitally
important subject. The one-day course was
conducted by NCEMA’s Business Continuity
Section in cooperation with the Dubai Crisis
and Emergency Center.
Sultan Al Zaidi and Mohammed Al Bin, the
two instructors from NCEMA, discussed the
principles of Business Continuity Management
and its benefits to organizations and individuals
by highlighting aspects of NCEMA’s special
standard of business continuity (AE / SCNS /
NCEMA 7000: 2015), as well as the essential
concepts of business continuity management,
in addition to methods and techniques used to
effectively implement this management.
Both trainers stressed the need to develop a
comprehensive understanding of the AE / SCNS

/ NCEMA 7000: 2015 standard, legislation and
other relevant guidelines, as well as to attain
full awareness of how business continuity
management is supported by all relevant
stakeholders, including managers, senior
management, regulators and also the general
public. They pointed out that all the subsequent
steps, roles and responsibilities of the leadership
team should be identified, as this will help to
implement an effective business continuity
management program to achieve the desired
objectives.
Recovery Framework
In the Emirate of Umm al-Quwain,
representatives of national and local government
agencies attended a workshop on the “General
Framework for Recovery” organized by
NCEMA’s Emergency, Crisis and Disaster
Center in Umm Al Quwain, in coordination with
the Planning and Preparedness Department.
This framework has been developed to help
stakeholders provide the necessary support and
prepare for a recovery phase when an event
occurs. A number of cadres of government
and private institutions as well as members of
the Executive Committee participated in this
workshop.
Issue 26 35

NCEMA
news

After a field work program at NCEMA

Rabadan Academy students celebrate
their graduation
The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) celebrated
the graduation of several students from the Rabdan Academy after they have successfully
completed a six-week summer field training program at different departments of NCEMA’s.
Pursuing a training program that was
specially designed for them, the Rabadan
Academy students did 120 hours of field work at
various departments. The training was assessed
afterwards to help develop a curriculum in the
future by adopting an effective approach to
nurture the students› abilities and polish their
skills
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Two phases
The field training was conducted in two
phases, the first of which took one week to
finish. It consisted of the integrated course on
emergency, crisis and disaster management
in addition to lectures on the mechanisms of
NCEMA’s various departments. The second
phase focused on ways of preparing for the
move from academic environment to field
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work and how to apply the knowledge gained
through interaction with specialists in the field
of emergency, crisis, and disaster and business
continuity.
Training the students along these lines will
hopefully equip them with the tools and skills they
need to conduct team work in their professional
lives. By setting up a highly organized training
environment, the course aimed to boost the
students’ academic development by encouraging
them to adopt new approaches conducive of
more effective performance so they can work to
a high standard and be creative in what they do.
It is worth mentioning that field training
at NCEMA, is a mandatory course and a
prerequisite for a Bachelor of Science degree
in Integrated Emergency Management and a

Bachelor of Business Continuity Management.
Ceremony
The graduation ceremony was held at
NCEMA’s headquarters in Abu Dhabi, in the
presence of HE Saif bin Arhama Al Shamsi,
Deputy Director General of NCEMA, the
Director of Rabdan Academy, Rear Admiral
James Anthony Morse and a number of senior
NCEMA officials. HE the Deputy Director
General gave a speech to thank the graduates for
achieving good results in the course of their filed
training that should prepare them better to work
within the integrated system of emergency and
crises system. At the end, HE wished the students
well in whatever future role they assume to serve
our beloved country to the highest standard.
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For cooperation and mutual support

NCEMA approaches foreign bodies
with common interests

In line with its leading role and commitment to shoulder its responsibilities, the National
Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA) continues to establish
fruitful relations with distinguished foreign parties with common interests, so that the two
sides can support each other, share expertise , and work together to strengthen efforts in
handling risks.
Partnership with Switzerland
In this context, His Excellency Dr Jamal
Mohammed Al Hosani NCEMA’s Director
General discussed, late August, with Mr. Vincent
Pasquier, Swiss Charge d’Affaires in the UAE,
cooperation, expertise sharing and establishing
a partnership between the two sides in relation
to the management of emergencies, crises and
disasters.
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The meeting, which was attended by Saif
Mohammed Rahma Al Shamsi, Deputy Director
General and a number of high ranking officials,
focused on the emergency system in the UAE
and the mechanism of dealing with emergencies,
crises and disasters.
For his part, the Swiss Charge d’Affaires
praised the UAE’s outstanding achievements
in all sectors, including security and safety.
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He went on to admire NCEMA’s role in
raising preparedness levels and planning for all
scenarios of emergencies, crises and disasters.
He then said he was looking forward to further
cooperation between NCEMA and the Embassy.
Belarus Visit
At the official invitation of His Excellency
Vladimir V. Vashinko, Minister of Emergency
Situations in the Republic of Belarus, HE
Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, Director
General of NCEMA, accompanied by Mr.
Fahd Butti Al Muhairi, Director of Support
Services Department, paid an official visit to the
Republic of Belarus to discuss ways of sharing
experiences, ideas and to examine the national
emergency system in place.
During the visit, the Director General met
with the Minister of Emergency Situations, a
number of senior officials and leading figures.
He also visited the operations centers, the

field training center of the University of Civil
Protection and attended some field exercises
organized by emergency and crisis agencies.
Cooperation with Panama
On the other hand, NCEMA’s Director
General explored the possibilities of developing
working relations in the relevant fields with the
Republic of Panama when he met with Rolando
Lopez, Executive Secretary of the National
Security Council of the Republic of Panama, at
NCEMA’s offices in Abu Dhabi.
In the meeting, which was attended by His
Excellency Eduardo Fonseca, Ambassador of
Panama to the UAE and the accompanying
delegation, they had talks about the emergency
systems of the two sides, and the mechanism of
responding to emergency, crises and disasters.
They also discussed the possibilities of
exchanging information on policies, programs
and expertise to deal with them.
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