Driven by The Strategy of Resolve

The UAE and KSA head to the forefront
The “common vision” forged by the United Arab
Emirates and Saudi Arabia to further strengthen their ties
and drive their resources and capabilities down the road
of integration, is unprecedented form of coming together
for two brotherly countries whose lives have long been
interwoven. In this sense, the novel formula of bonding
which was presented in Jeddah on June 6, is yet another
proof that the UAE’s destiny is to remain strong, thanks to
its wise leadership, hard work of its sons and daughters,
its noble values and also brotherly relations.
Chaired by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces,
and His Royal Highness Prince Mohammed bin Salman
Al Saud, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense and Chairman of the Council for
Economic Affairs and Development, the first meeting
of the Saudi-Emirati Coordination Council last month,
in Jeddah, ushered a new dawn for both countries, the
region and the world at large. All eyes are now fixed on
the future with a remarkable degree of confidence that the
future is now within our grasp, thanks to the “ people of
resolve” who have enough wisdom and might to deliver
and make our dreams come true.
The UAE’s own strength is growing like an exhaustible
spring of success and generosity. It is instrumental in
keeping the march of sustainable development going
steadily forward with stunning new achievements.
Moreover, the strong ties with the Saudi brother will only
make both countries charge ahead more energetically and
confidently; it will provide a new platform for them to
deliver new success stories that cannot be authored by
either of them alone.
The formula of integration economically, militarily
and militarily, which will be achieved through 44 strategic
projects, initially, based on the “the Strategy of Resolve
“ will generate tremendous power to the emerging joint
body whose economy exceeds one trillion dollars with
exports worth more than 700 billion dollars. In short, the
two countries will make the Middle East’s largest power,
armed with about a quarter of the world’s reserves.
This formidable force represents a victory for the UAE
and Saudi peoples as well as a triumph for moderation,

good and noble values which now have teeth and can be
re-enforced after the two countries have stood together.
In fact, the merger has long started. It has proceeded
gradually since the establishment of the Joint Higher
Committee between the two countries in May 2014.
The Saudi-Saudi Coordination Council, which has
masterminded the 44 projects and the 21 MOUs that
emerged from the recent meetings, was set up under
directives of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, President of the UAE and his brother the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, in May 2016.
The Council
gave the integration process its
momentum by organizing the “Khalwat Al Azm” (the
Resolve Retreat) gatherings, first in Abu Dhabi (February
2017), and then in Riyadh (April 2017), paving the way for
Sheikh Khalifa’s decree in December 2017 to establish a
joint cooperation committee between the UAE and Saudi
Arabia. HH directed that HH Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy
Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, should
be the President of this committee, with HH Sheikh
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Presidential Affairs as Vice President.
The sensitive nature of the strategic projects initiated
at the Jeddah meetings, could explain the reason
why they have been in the making for more than 12
months. These projects relate to defense, investment,
management, environment, industry and many other
areas. However, the overwhelming concern in all of
them, is to ensure that both countries are immune.
Hence, the ambiguous security and safety projects
such as a common supply security system, a joint plan
for strategic medical stocks, a unified strategy for food
security, The two countries also decided to exchange
experiences, cadres and medical staff in the field of
emergency and crisis so that they can response swiftly
and sufficiently to any risk, God forbid.
No matter how turbulent the region and the world are,
the UAE and KSA will safely proceed under their wise
and visionary leaderships, to shape the future and achieve
more peace and prosperity in the days to come..
Issue 25 1

Quarterly specialized Magazine
Published by
National Emergency, Crisis and
Disaster Management Authority
The Supreme Council for National Security
United Arab Emirates

25th Issue/July 2018
Chairman of the Board
Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani
Editor - in - Chief
Nasser Mohammed Al Yammahi

04

Managing Editor
Saqr Mohammed Al Binali
All Correspondences Should
be addressed on behalf of the
Managing Editor
Tel. +971 2 4177000
Fax +971 2 4177030
e-mail: taware@ncema.ae
www.ncema.gov.ae
P.O. Box 113811 Abu Dhabi
The opinions expressed in the
magazine not necessarily
reflect the opinion of “NCEMA” ,
and bind only their authors.

2

July 2018

04

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum: We are the people of
good

08

Dr Al Hosani: The UAE is a humanitarian role model

10

The UAE and KSA launch a novel integration process

14

Mohammad bin Rashid: our space project is moving
forward, thanks to Mohammad bin Zayed

18

Dr Al Hosani: NCEMA’s excellence stems from
our leaders’ vision

Contents

10
22

NCEMA signs two memoranda of understanding

24

NCEMA organizes a number of training courses

26

NCEMA conducts a table drill

27

NCEMA’s competes with powerful teams

28

NCEMA’s work at center stage

30

Interview with HE LT General Vladimir A.
Vashchenko

14

Issue 25 3

When honoring 52 charities

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum:
We are the people of good
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the Vice President, Prime
Minister and Ruler of Dubai, presided over a ceremony organized by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation at the Emirates Palace Hotel, to honor a
number of donors, national humanitarian groups and charitable organizations.
HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Ruler’s Representative in Al Dhafra Region
and Chairman of the Emirates Red Crescent
attended the event along with a good number
of dignitaries, ministers, diplomats and others.
HH. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum praised the honored achievers,
pointing out that - thanks to the good work
of these individuals and organizations the UAE managed to be the world’s largest
4
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humanitarian donor, for the fifth time.

The world’s number one donor

‘’Congratulations to our leadership and
people, on the great humanitarian achievement.
We will stay the course of the late founding
father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
to promote the culture of giving, love of
benevolence and extending the helping hand to
those in need, particularly the elderly, women

and children, in areas affected by conflicts,
tensions and drought, irrespective of religious,
national, geographic fanaticism”, HH said.
“Our country and people, thank God, are
very well and we, the UAE people, are the
people of good, giving and generosity.. Our
human culture is overwhelming because we are
a people who love others and peace, stability
and tolerance», HH added.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum described the event in a tweet by
saying "today, we celebrated with 52 donors the
UAE as the world's largest humanitarian donor
who contributed (of 19.3 billion dirhams) the
highest proportion of its national income in
2017. The UAE›s giving and humanity is part of

Zayed’s and and values, may God have mercy
on him if he were with us today he would have
been delighted to see men and women who
have always been in his footsteps”.

Realizing our aspirations

HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, said in the opening speech
‘’Achievements made in the humanitarian and
development work are a source of pride for our
nation and a testament to our success - both
organizations and individuals - in realizing
the aspirations of our generous leadership’’.
HH stressed that those aid organizations have
made their contributions to draw a beautiful
Issue 25 5

painting for the UAE humanitarian work. HH
expressed appreciation for those organizations’
prompt response to international crises, which
was in line with the UAE foreign assistance
policy, pointing out that they were highly
professional and able groups which have clear
approach to humanitarian work.
HH praised the UAE fallen humanitarian
heroes, who made the most admirable sacrifices
and acted bravely and heroically in the most
difficult places which the UAE helping hand
reached. ‘’These sacrifices will always remain
a source of glory and pride to all of us and will
live forever in the memory of the nation’’, HH
said.
HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed thanked
international partners, including the UN
6
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humanitarian organizations, the International
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and
the International Committee of the Red Cross
which facilitated the humanitarian work of
our relief organizations, especially in disasterstruck regions and areas inflicted with tensions,
which need assistance.
HH Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed reiterated
the commitment to our leadership to keep
working diligently to promote our nation,
enhance its position on the international
stage and to the preserve its humanitarian
achievements. HH said that those goals
can be achieved by collective efforts of all
UAE women, men and organizations. HH
concluded by thanking all good- doers in the
country.

Hamdan bin Zayed and others

At the end of the event, His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid handed over
Certificates of Appreciation to 52 aid donors,
governmental
and
semi-governmental
institutions.
HH Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan
was the first one to receive the honor on
behalf of the Emirates Red Crescent. HH was
followed by HH Sheikh Nahyan bin Zayed Al
Nahyan for the Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan
Charitable and Humanitarian Foundation, HH
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan on behalf
of Ahmed bin Zayed Al Nahyan Charitable
and Humanitarian Foundation and HH Sheikh
Hamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan for The Crown
Prince Court.

Umm Al Emarat

HH Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak, President
of the General Women’s Union, President of
the Supreme Council for Motherhood and
Childhood and Supreme President of the
Family Development Foundation (Umm
Al Emarat), was honored as the Humanity
Personality of 2017, the Ministry of
Presidential Affairs, the Emirates Project in
Pakistan, the Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Charitable and Humanitarian Foundation and
the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development.
The Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Charitable and Humanitarian Foundation,
Al Maktoum Charitable and Humanitarian
Foundation was also chosen to bestow this
honor on.
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Help extended to victims of wars and disasters

Dr Al Hosani: The UAE is a humanitarian role model

Dr Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, Director
General of “the National Emergency, Crises
and Disaster Management Authority”
(NCEMA) said the UAE is a humanitarian
role model in terms of wholeheartedly
supporting victims of crisis, disasters or
wars. It has always done its best to help those
affected by such risks and to initiate their full
recovery, he added.

HE was commenting on the cabinet’s adoption
of the historic resolution to grant people from
countries hit by disasters or torn by wars, a oneyear permit to stay in the UAE.
Our History
Dr Al Hosani emphasized that the UAE
is renowned for sparing no effort to provide
humanitarian assistance to those whose lives
fall apart as a result of wars and disasters. He
went on to say that this honorable history was
complemented by the resolution which was
a fitting addition to the exceptional record of
giving by the wise leadership in order to aid
people from courtiers going through hard times
because of disasters or wars. The UAE never
abandons such victims and continues to help
them until they feel able to go home and enjoy
there the respect they are entitled to.
Aiding the needy
He pointed out that the granting of nationals
of such countries, irrespective of their political,
ethnic, national or religious background a oneyear stay under a clause that states “ residency
because of the suffering of wars and external
disasters “and to exempt them from all sorts of
fines, would in fact accelerate the work aimed
at providing them with a decent living, which is
one of the priorities of good leadership.

8

July 2018

UAE is renowned for
sparing no effort to
provide humanitarian
assistance to those whose
lives fall apart as a result
of wars and disasters

Through 44 strategic projects

The UAE and KSA launch a novel integration process

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and His Royal Highness Prince
Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud, Crown Prince, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense, Chairman of the Council for Economic Affairs and Development chaired the first
meeting of the Saudi-Emirati Coordination Council on 6th June 2018, in Jeddah. The meeting
resulted in a number of historic resolutions which will bring the complementary relations
between both countries to new peaks and would make them the most formidable power in the
region.

The Strategy of Resolve
The one announcement that is arguably the
most prominent of all those made at the end
of the meeting, is the unprecedented joint
vision for economic, developmental and
military integration through 44 joint strategic
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projects. 350 officials from 139 government
authorities in both countries, worked over12
months to prepare this vision which is called:
“The Strategy of Resolve”. It will serve as
the mechanism to implement those projects.
The Strategy outlines three main axes: the

economic, the human and knowledge, and the
political, security and military. The two sides
also adopted 21 MOU designed to bring them
closer to one another.
The outcomes also included an organizational
structure for the Coordination Council, which
was established in May 2016 under directives
of His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE, and Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, King of Saudi Arabia.
Exceptional model
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan stressed that “the UAE and Saudi
Arabia have strategic relations based on solid
foundations of unity, joint vision, objectives and
cooperation under the blessings of His Highness
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, and the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques His Royal

Highness King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud,
King of Saudi Arabia”.
“We have a historic opportunity to create
an exceptional Arab model of cooperation.
Our solidarity and unity protect our interest,
strengthen our economies and build a better
future for our peoples,” HH said. “We are the
two largest Arab economies, forming the two
most modern armed forces, the same social
fabric with two ambitious and predominantly
young peoples. The economies of Saudi Arabia
and the UAE represent a gross domestic product
of one trillion dollars, our joint exports rank
fourth globally and amount to $750 billion,
plus AED150 billion annually invested in
infrastructure projects, which generates huge
opportunities for bilateral cooperation,” His
Highness concluded.
Chaired by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan and His Royal Highness
Issue 25 11

Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud,
the Saudi-Emirati Coordination Council is
formed of a number of high-ranking officials
including 16 ministers from all key sectors
in both countries. It is designed to enhance
the international standings of both countries
and make the ties between them much closer.
This should be done on the basis of their
unprecedented common vision, in line with
the GCC goals and in order to boost the GC as
well. The Coordination Council will guide the
implementation of the joint initiatives which
will benefit both countries and help transform
their cooperation into a sustainable form of
working together all the time.
Supply System
In order to ensure that the process of building
this exceptional model of bilateral relations goes
forward at a regular pace, the leaders of both
countries have set a timeframe of 60 months to
implement the 44 strategic projects. The list of
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adopted projects shows that special attention has
been given to the policies of emergency, crises
and disaster. Furthermore, protecting lives,
property and the state’s assets and to what goes
with that of future foresight as well as constant
work to keep preparedness high enough, have
all been taken care of.
The list includes joint projects to safeguard
governmental services by forming a team of
qualified personnel to be in charge of response,
capacity building and handling of cyber security
issues of those services. The two parties also
agreed to conduct a joint exercise to test the
supply security system in key sectors. They
approved projects fashioned to further develop a
common supply security system, a joint plan for
strategic medical stocks, a unified strategy for
food security, a joint plant for the manufacture
of sensitive medical drugs and a common
reference laboratory to achieve safety standards
in this field. The two countries also decided to
exchange experiences, cadres and medical staff

in the field of emergency and crisis. Exchange
of expertise in the nuclear energy sector is also
on the list a long with projects aimed at taking
cooperation and integration between UAE and
Saudi Arabia in military, political and security
areas, forward.
“The Strategy of Resolve” also involves
a plan to set up an agricultural investment
company with a capital of 5 billion dirhams,
a joint venture fund for renewable energy and
a third investment fund for small and medium
enterprises.
The meeting, with its ambitious strategic
projects, have ignited widespread optimism
which does not just stem from the dedicated
efforts of senior officials and experts to meet
the expectations of the wise leaderships of both
countries; it is also based on the solid historic
partnership between two brotherly countries
which enjoy complementary wealth of skills
and common goals, and share a long history of
cooperation and coordination.
Issue 25 13
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Mohammad bin Rashid: our space project is moving
forward, thanks to Mohammad bin Zayed
The UAE has been profoundly proud of the successful launch of its third satellite, Yahsat
3. Commenting on this , His Highness Sheikh Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the VicePresident, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, said in a tweet “This is yet another
achievement for the Emirati youth and the UAE. The satellite Yahsat 3 was successfully
launched with the participation and management of the UAE. Today, the UAE youth are
reaching new heights and realizing new achievement and ambition. This is what Zayed wanted
them to be”
“The UAE space project is rapidly moving
forward thanks to the unlimited support and
continuous follow-up by my brother Mohammad
bin Zayed. Our investments in the aerospace
sector amount to Dh 20 billion. We have the
largest space sector in the region and soon the

first Arab probe will reach Mars. Thank you
Mohammad bin Zayed”, HH added in another
tweet.
The better future
His Highness Sheikh Mohammad bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Issue 25 15

Dhabi, emphasized that the launch of “Yah3”
represented a new success in building the
better future. HH said, in a number of tweets,
thanks the leadership of His Highness Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE and the vision of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammad bin Rashid Al Maktoum, the UAE
is making great strides in the field of the future
sciences and communications technology. HH
pointed out that The success of the Yahsat
satellite mission, with the participation of
talented young Emiratis, embodies our vision
to build a better future for UAE and humanity.
“Congratulations to all Yahsat teams and
partners. We will continue to support our
ambitious youth and national institutions and
invest in the development of technologies to
serve our strategic objectives and benefit the
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people of the world”, HH Sheikh Mohammad
bin Zayed added in a tweet.
Positive results
The “Yah Satellite Communication” (Yahsat)
operator announced that the satellite “Yah 3”
mission was successfully completed after the
positive results of the tests needed to operate
satellite services, from the orbital position of 20
degrees west and it was ready to start offering
commercial services.
The launch of the satellite is an important
step in Yahasat’s strategy to expand the range
of satellite communications services provided
by the company through the Ka-band to reach
19 new countries in Africa and to cover, for
the first time, the Brazilian market with satellite
Internet services

Many opportunities
Masoud M. Sharif Mahmoud, CEO of
Yahsat, said “access to the internet is a key
facilitator of social and economic progress.
Today, broadband connectivity is playing an
important role in creating new opportunities
and in accelerating innovation. We are excited
by the opportunity Al Yah 3 generates. We are
committed to deliver reliable and affordable
satellite broadband services to parts of the
world that need it the most. Given our previous
achievements as pioneers of such services
across Africa, the Middle East and south-west
Asia, we will succeed”.
Third satellite
The success of the Al Yah 3 mission has been
attributed to its delivery into its orbit. It should
be pointed out that Emirati engineers worked
on the project from the outset , alongside
their counterparts from Orbital ATK’s satellite
manufacturing facility in Virginia, US.
Yahsat has already launched two satellites,
Al Yah 1 and Al Yah 2, before Al Yah 3 which is
the first hybrid electric propulsion GEOStar-3
satellite to be completed by Orbital ATK. It
provides satellite communications services
through the Ka-band.The satellite was launched
into orbit from French Guiana last January , on
Ariane 5 by the Ariane Space company.
12 satellite by 2020
Dr. Mohammed Nasser Al Ahbabi, Director
General of the Emirates Space Agency
broke the news about the agency’s ongoing
preparation to launch two more satellites by
the end of this year and two others in the next
three years, bringing the total number to 12
satellites in 2020. The Agency will launch an
educational satellite before the end of 2018,
he added. In addition to all that, the “Khalifa
Sat”, which is manufactured in the UAE, will
usher a new phase in the history of the UAE
space industry.

“Congratulations to all
Yahsat teams and partners. We
will continue to support our
ambitious youth and national
institutions and invest in the
development of technologies to
serve our strategic objectives
and benefit the people of the
world”
Mohammad Bin Zayed
Al Ahbabi recalled that the UAE has
launched seven satellites over the past years
at a cost of more than 20 billion dirhams. The
UAE is the Middle East leader in the aviation
sector, he stressed. According to Al Ahbabi ,
the reason for this success is the top quality
performance of the UAE national carriers and
the fact that their flights serve a vast area. He
also pointed out that the UAE has the largest
effective space sector in terms of volume of
investments and the number of satellites.
Emphasizing this UAE lead, Al Ahbabi
said that Abu Dhabi hosted the second Arab
coordination meeting to discuss space-related
issues, on the sidelines of the aviation summit,
in order to boost cooperation between Arab
countries to establish joint space programs.
The gathering was convened last year to
guage what the Emirates Space Agency could
do to encourage and assist Arab countries to
establish, space programs. The space race is
hotting up out there among all countries, and
the Arab region should not allow itself to be
left behind, Al Ahbabi stressed.
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At the launch of its strategy

Dr Al Hosani: NCEMA’s excellence stems from
our leaders’ vision
“The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority” (NCEMA) launched
its strategy, on 12 May at the Abu Dhabi Four Seasons Hotel. It will be in place until 2021,
in order to manage emergencies, crises and disasters in an excellent fashion and to assist in
coordinating efforts designed to save lives and property and protect the country’s assets, if and
when risks strike God forbid.
Chaired by Dr Jamal al Hosani, the Director
General, the launch party was attended by his
deputy Saif Mohammed Arhama Al Shamsi
NCEMA’s staff members and guests.
It is worth pointing out that this strategy
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endeavors to enhance the State’s policies on
ensuring public security, promoting a culture
of safety and raising preparedness level in line
with the UAE 2021 Vision.

NCEMA
news

4 goals
It sets itself four goals, the first of which
relates to preparedness and resilience
enhancement. This goal suggests that all stages
should complement one another, abilities need
to be further developed and the country’s
competitiveness in the areas of risk reduction
should be strengthened.
The second takes the process further. It
represents the making of the main procedures of
risk management more effecient, by applying an
operational model that is both institutional and
sustainable. Centered on those procedures, this
model makes the best out of modern technology
to boost efficiency.
As for the third, it enhances the capacities
of risk management national cadres in vitally
important sectors through carefully designed
training programs and regular drills as well
Issue 25 19
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as participation in all relevant international
gatherings.
Finally, the fourth goal can be summed up by
raising awareness of emergencies, crises and
disasters management. It involves promoting
safety culture as well as highlighting NCEMA’s
identity by putting forward effective media
messages.

Ten initiatives

The above mentioned strategic goals include
ten initiatives which are, developing the
system governance, boosting prevention and
protection, enhancing response capabilities,
building up capabilities needed for recovery,
preparing specialized work teams, strengthening
awareness in state run institutions and society,
supporting the implementation of business
continuity for the government sector, developing
national indicators for emergency management
, setting up administrative and operational
complementary system and improving systems
and electronic infrastructure.
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The values

In its endeavor to realize its strategic
objectives, NCEMA predicates its work on
five values: to lead coordination among the
relevant parties to implement the state policy
in emergency management; to effectively
facilitate cooperation among those concerned in
the country; to carry out work accurately and on
the basis of the best practice models available;
to find and put in place novel solutions to meet
challenges and, finally, to build partnership that
involves engaging the community in awareness
and volunteer programs to enhance its readiness.
Aside from the underlying structure of the
new strategy, the opening speech of the launch
event emphasized a number of facts. Dr Al
Hosani was keen to spell out at the outset what
made NCEMA an exceptional institution and
a breeding ground for creativity in the areas of
risk management. He pointed out that that would
have not been possible been possible without
the care and support of the wise leadership.
Dr Al Hosani saluted His Highness Sheikh

NCEMA
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Tahnoon bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the National
Security Advisor, for his direction and follow up
of NCEMA’s efforts to provide the very best of
emergencies, crises and disasters management
at the regional and global levels.

Development
He thanked HE Saif Sultan Al Ariani,
Secretary General of the Supreme National
Security Council, Chairman of the Board
of the Directors of NCEMA , for his direct
follow up of NCEMA’s efforts to harness
all available resources in order to take its
work forward. He went on to emphasize
that NCEMA has always been keen to
develop staff members who are qualified
well enough to achieve the UAE aim of
being one of the very best countries in
the world by 2071, the year of the Union
Golden Jubilee.
He stressed that, in line with the wise
leadership pioneering vision, NCEMA
tirelessly works to further sharpen the skills

of its staff and enrich their experiences
so they can make their contributions to
safeguarding the wellbeing of the country
and its citizens. NCEMA, he said, was
also committed to continue to build up
capacities and prepare formidable work
teams who could take the lead in the future
to ensure that the country, its people and
assets are well protected.
Dr Al Housani added that NCEMA
would soon enter a new phase which has
been in the making, and the plans for which
have now been approved by the Board of
Directors and HH the National Security
Advisor. HE suggested that NCEMA was
looking forward to a more productive
in which it will engage more effectively
and harmoniously with others within the
parameters of the new organizational
structure which we hope will help us
achieve our corporate goals and fulfill the
aspirations of our leaders.
Issue 25 21

NCEMA
news

To help develop able national response teams

NCEMA signs two memoranda of understanding
“The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority” (NCEMA) continues
to make every effort to strengthen cooperation with national bodies which share its interests
in order to improve emergency, crisis and disaster management in the UAE and to achieve the
NCEMA’s fundamental objectives in protecting life, property and state assets.
The Federal Competitiveness
It was in this context that NCEMA signed a
memorandum of understanding with the Federal
Competitiveness and Statistics Authority
(FCSA)to strengthen coordination between
them, particularly in respect of data, statistics
and research. It is important to develop more
cooperation in these areas which will help to
devise constructive plans of all sorts and assist
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decision makers in setting up development
policies, particularly those related to
emergencies, crises and disasters. Cooperation
will also make it easier to find the best ways
of dealing with risks and raising the level of
readiness in different sectors.
The MOU was signed by at FCSA’s office by
Abdullah Nasser Lootah, its Director General,
and Dr Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani, NCEMA’s

NCEMA
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Director General, in the presence of a number of
senior officials from both organizations.
The Commission for Goods
NCEMA had another MOU with the
Executive Office of the Commission for Goods
and Materials Subject to Import and Export
Control. It was signed by Saif Mohammed
Arhama Al-Shamsi, NCEMA’s Deputy Director
General and Talal Mohammed Al-Taniji,
Director of the Executive Office, in an event
that was attended by heads of departments in
both organizations.
This MOU aims to enhance cooperation
between both sides by ensuring that they

continue to exchange views and data, carry
on joint assessments of draft agreements with
other countries and coordinate their moves with
regard to international accords, meetings and
visits. The MOU stipulates consultation before
holding meetings of joint committees with other
countries and exchange of opinions in respect
of the conditions required by international
organizations, particularly those training –
related conditions. It also states that both
sides should coordinate their work to prepare
regulations for goods and materials subject to
import-export control, and they should consult
with each other prior to taking part in seminars,
workshops or courses organized by them.
Issue 25 23
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To further develop skills

NCEMA organizes a number of training courses
“The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority” (NCEMA) organized
a number of training sessions in the last three months, in order to further develop the skills of
national cadres, in line with the latest practices in the world. One feature that clearly stood out
was the interactive nature of those activities that made them so useful to all concerned.
Information management
NCEMA’s main office hosted the course
entitled “Information Management and Strategic
Decision-Making in Crisis Management”. HE
Dr. Jamal Mohammed Al-Hosani, NCEMA’s
Director General and a number of senior officials
representing various ministries and federal bodies,
attended the two-day course. Specialists from the
British Emergency Planning College (EPC) led
the course.
Ali Rashid Al Niyadi, Director of Operations,
outlined NCEMA’s development, its ways of
sharing data with interested parties at the national
level and how the National Operations Center
operates.
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Blockchain
The other item on NCEMA’s list of trainingrelated events was a workshop on “Blockchain”,
which is a revolutionary concept in the world
of technology and Internet that will become a
trustworthy network facilitating confidential
exchange of information with a higher level
of privacy and allowing for trade and financial
transactions without the need for a middle man.
HE Dr. Al Hosani, directors and heads of a number
of departments attended this event.
It was suggested in the course of the workshop
that Blockchain is a technology used to store,
validate and license digital transactions online in a
highly secure fashion. In addition, Blockchain is

NCEMA
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the pivotal technology that represents the basis on
which digital currencies such as Bitcoin operate.
Furthermore, it is widely considered by experts
as a quantum leap that will unleash the second
generation of the Internet once it is extensively
adopted, because it will offer great opportunities
to communities and individuals around the world.
Strategic thinking
The next training course was centered upon
“Strategic Thinking”. This took place at the Abu
Dhabi Officers Club with the aim of helping to
achieve NCMA’s objectives on the development
of senior officials’ strategic thinking and ability to
shape the future. The session attracted considerable
attention among senior officials of NECEMA’s
and other bodies with similar interests.
The lecturer, Salem Al-Salem, discussed
strategic thinking, its significance, developing

future strategy and levels of strategic thinking, in
addition to the strategic thinking triangle and the
global guidelines of strategic thinking. He also
analyzed the level of strategic thinking in the UAE
government and commented on its strategic plans.
Institutional Excellence
NCEMA also organized a third training course
called “Assessment of Institutional Excellence Fourth Generation”, over five days, last May, at
the Officers Club of the Armed Forces, in order to
raise awareness of the theoretical basis for effective
participation in the application and assessment of
the government system of excellence.
The course was presented by Bahaa Barakat,
who spoke about strengthening the capabilities of
this system of excellence - the fourth generation,
in addition to ensuring sound application of the
system.
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Jointly with the Interior Ministry and others

NCEMA conducts a table drill
“The National Emergency, Crisis and
Disaster Management Authority” (NCEMA)
conducted a joint table drill with the Ministry
of the Interior, the Ministry of Climate
Change and the Environment, a number
of ministries, federal and local authorities,
to respond to two simultaneous events in a
short time, including extensive fires and an
oil spill.
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National prevention
Named “National Prevention 5/2018”, the drill
which was overseen by Dr. Jamal Mohammed
Al Hosani, NCEMA’s Director General , aims
to strengthen the national response capacities,
in terms of preparedness and planning for such
emergencies, crises and disasters.
The drill covered many relevant areas such
as training the liaison officers and units of the
National Operations Center to deal with complex
fire and to plan effective response to oil pollution.
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At unprecedented games

NCEMA competes with powerful teams
His Excellency Dr Jamal Mohammed Al Hosani , Director General of the National
Emergency, Crises and Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA), and his deputy HE Saif
Mohammed Arhama Al Shamsi, welcomed the NCEMA’s team to the “ Governmental Games”
in which 45 local and federal teams competed, in Dubai last May
Asian and Western
The teams formed by government agencies
face nine tests in the qualification round and one
test in the final round to determine the winner of
the tournament. Competitors encounter obstacles
and games ranging from physical ones such as
climbing walls, jogging and weightlifting to mental
games such as building aids and solving complex
puzzles. All these contests were to be done within
a specific time and under intense pressure, so that
the teams would only be able to overcome such
challenges through working together a one person.
The Games were organized by His Highness
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al

Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai and Chairman
of the Executive Council. They provided NCEMA
with a chance to stress the significance of
teamwork as an effective tool of polishing skills
and taking its staff performance to new heights of
strength and excellence. In addition, they offered
the opportunity to play along with powerful
teams, such as the Los Angeles Police, the British
Metropolitan Police, the Thai Tourist Police and
the US Consulate General in the UAE.
Each of those teams did their level best to
showcase their skills in beautifully organized
contests, thanks to the Dubai Executive Council in
and the Dubai Sports Council.
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To brief visiting dignitaries

NCEMA’s work at center stage
A number of dignitaries paid visits to the “National emergency, Crises and Disaster
Management Authority” (NCEMA), in the last three months. They met HE Dr Jamal Al
Hosani, the NCEMA’s Director General, and his deputy HE Saif Mohammed Arhama al
shamsi, among others, to discuss issues of common interest. They were also briefed on the
national comprehensive system for Emergencies and disasters, NCEMA’s work and the role it
has assumed with regard to leading national efforts in the areas of risk management.
A minster and military officers
HE LT General Vladimir A. Vashchenko,
Minister of Emergency Situations of the
Republic of Belarus, was one of those senior
visitors who called at NCEMA offices last
May while HE was on an official visit to the
UAE. He spoke with Dr Al Hosani at length
about ways of consolidating cooperation and
sharing expertise on emergency, crises and
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disaster management. They also looked at
the possibilities of doing more joint work
particularly on subjects such as raising
awareness among audience and keeping them
alerted.
Dr. Al-Hosani also met with a visiting
delegation from the Ministry of Defense led
by Major General Mubarak Al-Nayadi. They
carefully considered the results that could be
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brought about by working together to consolidate
the emergency, crisis and disaster systems
through more joint exercises and agreements.
Diplomats
Aside from high ranking officials, foreign
diplomats held talks at NCEMA’s headquarters
too. One such visitor was Mr. Sujit Muhanti,
head of the Regional Bureau for Arab States
of the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction,
who paid tribute to the UAE‘s leadership in
emergency, crisis and disaster management at
a meeting with Dr Al Hosani. The two sides
exchanged views on how to further coordinate
their efforts in order to develop strategies
that help to contain the consequences of
disasters and crises and ensure that the goals

of sustainable development are achieved. The
UAE‘s commitment to implement Sendai
Framework: 2015-2015, was on the meeting
agenda, particularly because it is one of the
leading countries in terms of risk reduction, as
international indices clearly show.
The UAE good and dedicated work was
also a major theme of talks with another senior
diplomat. On a visit she made to NECEMA’s,
HE Eka Tolano, Consul General and Second
Secretary of Australia to the UAE, emphasized
her profound admiration for this country and
the steady progress it has been making at all
levels. She also praised the constructive efforts
that NCEMA is making to ensure full protection
of lives and property at times of emergencies,
crises or disasters.
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Our visit to the UAE was very
effective and we’re confident it
will be the first step in a long
and fruitful cooperation

HE LT General
Vladimir A.
Vashchenko
Minister of Emergency
Situations, the Belarus Republic
To “
”
Cooperation with the U A E
Armed Forces continues
Currently, emergency response
is progressing faster and more
efficiently
Efforts needed from all
to enhance effectiveness of
international cooperation
We provide purposeful
practical orientation of the
educational process
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HE LT General Vladimir A. Vashchenko Minister of Emergency Situations, the Belarus Republic,
stressed that his visit in early May to the United Arab Emirates was very effective. It included
constructive discussions and also the signing of “a Memorandum of Understanding” between
the Ministry for Emergency Situations of the Republic of Belarus and the Supreme Council for
National Security of the United Arab Emirates, represented by the National Emergency, Crisis and
Disaster Management Authority (NCEMA)”, HE said.
The Minister spoke about his gratitude for the warm welcome he was given. While on the visit,
he had the chance to closely examine the progress that is being made by the UAE, especially in
relation to the management of emergencies, crises and disasters, HE explained.
The Minister highlighted the role of the Belarusian Ministry of Emergency Situations in raising
awareness of the emergencies and the ways of dealing with them so that members of the public can
contribute to containing the consequences of an emergency, thanks to the knowledge they have
received and the practical exercises they have undergone.
Training is one of HE Mr. Vashenko’s favorite subjects. His country has renowned capabilities
in the field of training in emergency response and reduction. Describing one of the sources of
developing these training skills, the Minister said that “The leader in providing the Ministry for
Emergency Situations of the Republic of Belarus with highly qualified personnel is the University
of Civil Protection”. He pointed out one of the main reasons for the “University's” success was its
practice-oriented approach and its excellent facilities, such as the International Rescuers Training
Center with its unique infrastructure, where more than 5,000 specialists, including dozens of
Emiratis, were trained since 2003.
The full text of the interview is published below:
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A huge amount of work is
done with citizens of our
country, including special
target audiences: pre-school
children, schoolchildren,
students, retired people,
people with disabilities, etc
You are a highly experienced country with
an outstanding record in risk management. In
your view, what are the most pressing issues
that need to be addressed in areas of risk
reduction?
One of the most urgent areas of the Ministry’s
activities in reducing threats is to build the
understanding of risk of an emergency among the
population, to give knowledge of the possibility of
minimizing its consequences and algorithms for
correct behavior in emergency situations. Everyone
must clearly understand what actions can lead to an
accident, what must be done if it occurs to save one’s
own life and the lives of others, what measures will
minimize the possible damage.
The Ministry carries out consistent actions aimed
at informing the population about risks potential for
our country and about ways to prevent them. For that
purpose, a number of mobile applications have been
developed (such as “Help is Here” application, the
community of the Ministry of Emergency Situations
of Belarus in Viber messenger) and actively used
by the population and it allows to report promptly
about incidents on the territory of Belarus. Training
simulators are also used to raise public awareness
(the most famous ones are “Rescue Service Call”
and” My Safe Home “).
A huge amount of work is done with citizens of
our country, including special target audiences: preschool children, schoolchildren, students, retired
people, people with disabilities, etc.
The Ministry provides training for all categories
of the population under the program “Emergency
Protection”, during which knowledge and practical
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skills of implementing actions for prevention and,
if necessary, emergency response are acquired and
consolidated. Tens of thousands of people pass this
training.

Exploring the future systematically to
identify threats and concerns, does help
us devise better long-term protection from
disasters. How do you apply this principle in
your plans for preparedness, response and
recovery?
The principle of potential threats analytical
forecasting is actively used in the development of
normative documents in the field of population
and territories protection (Technical Regulations of
the Customs Union, model laws), as well as in the
planning and strategic documents of the Ministry
for Emergency Situations (Strategy of the Ministry
of Emergency Situations Development up to 2040,
National Strategy on Risks Minimization for 20192030).
In addition, in order to prepare for and respond to
emergencies, monitoring and forecasting of possible
sources of their occurrence are carried out. This
direction is one of the priorities in the activity of the
Ministry for Emergency Situations of the Republic of
Belarus, confirmed by the introduction in 2004 of a
System for Monitoring and Forecasting of accidents
throughout the country as an integral part of the
State System for the Prevention and Elimination of
Emergencies.
The results produced by Monitoring and
Forecasting System are taken as determining when
developing the mechanism of emergency units’
actions, because accurate and timely information
about an accident that diagnoses the sources of its
occurrence and possible development vectors will
allow to quickly and efficiently develop plans for
necessary measures, make effective decisions for
emergency elimination.

In your view, are we, at this day and age,
better prepared to respond to disasters than
before? Is international cooperation in
relevant areas such as training and research,
effective enough?
Currently, emergency response is progressing
faster and more efficiently, due to the ongoing
development of science and technology - technical
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equipment and fire extinguishing agents are constantly
being developed and improved, advanced methods
and technologies for preventing and eliminating
emergencies, their monitoring and forecasting are
being tested and implemented.
Each state takes colossal measures to ensure the
safety of its citizens, accumulating its experience
of emergency response and studying the experience
of other countries. Conducting joint research in the
field of protecting the population and territories
from emergencies, intergovernmental organizations,
committees and commissions establishing, exchange
of analytical information on accidents and the best
practices of specialists training make a weighty
contribution to the quality implementation of these
measures, therefore international cooperation of
fire and rescue agencies all over the world can be
considered quite productive, but efforts should be
made to maintain and increase its effectiveness from
all countries
..
In November 2013, USAR Team, established
at the National Rescue Unit of the Ministry, was
certified by the standards of the UN International

Search and Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG).
The equipment and level of training of rescuers allow
positioning Belarus USAR Team as a detachment of
a heavy class that is capable of carrying out the most
complex operations during the removal of blockages
and rescue affected people in two separate places
simultaneously. In the near future we will pass the recertification. Such tests allow us to conduct effective
international cooperation in this field, to study the

In total, since 2011, 91 UAE
representatives have been
trained at the University
of Civil Protection and it’s
branches
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best world practices and apply them in Belarus.

Training and exercising constitute a
cornerstone of successful emergency and crisis
management. What are the most important
challenges facing efforts to provide cuttingedge training, develop adequate preparedness
and raise awareness?
The main feature of the Belarusian national school
of training specialists for prevention and elimination
of emergencies in is an effective combination of the
modern science achievements, up-to-date methods
and approaches to different levels and ages specialists
training, and purposeful practical orientation of the
educational process.
The leader in providing the Ministry for
Emergency Situations of the Republic of Belarus with
highly qualified personnel is the University of Civil
Protection - the best educational institution in this
field, well known outside of our country. The amount
of practical training for cadets at the University is
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more than 70% of the total number of teaching
curriculum, and at professional development training
courses for current employees of emergency agencies
and units, as well as workers of other ministries and
departments - more than 90%.
The need for such practice-oriented approach
is proved by constantly increasing demand for the
University’s educational services - the International
Rescuers Training Center on the basis of the branch
of the University, which possesses a unique Training
Ground for simulation a wide range of natural and
man-made emergency situations and for practicing
fire extinguishing and emergency response - rescue
works of any kind in a situation as close as possible
to a real accident, have trained more than 5000
specialists from 58 countries since 2003.
I am pleased to mention the cooperation with the
Armed Forces of the United Arab Emirates - in 2018,
23 experts of the chemical service passed CBRN
response training. In total, since 2011, 91 UAE
representatives have been trained at the University
of Civil Protection and it’s branches.
The Ministry for Emergency Situations of the
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Republic of Belarus is ready to share practical
experience in training specialists and expand the
horizons of cooperation with NCEMA.

How would you describe your visit to the
United Arab Emirates, the impressions it left
on you and the results it achieved?
I think that the visit was very effective, and I would
like to express my sincere gratitude to my colleagues
for the warm welcome.
Within the framework of the meeting of the Joint
Committee on Cooperation between the Government
of the Republic of Belarus and the Government
of the United Arab Emirates, a Memorandum of
Understanding was signed between the Ministry for
Emergency Situations of the Republic of Belarus
and the Supreme Council for National Security
of the United Arab Emirates, represented by the
National Emergency Crisis Management Authority.
The main aim of the Memorandum - development
of cooperation in the field of decisions making
aimed at reducing vulnerability and increasing
prevention, at mitigation, response and recovery
from possible adverse effects of disasters, and
promoting relationship development and mutual
understanding between nations.
During the negotiations, agreements were
reached on sending representatives of the UAE to
study at the University of Civil Protection, on the
cooperation of teams certified according INSARAG
standards, for the experience exchange in the field
of search and rescue operations and modern rescue
technologies, fire safety in high-rise buildings.
I was very interested in Emirate experience of
teaching the population the basics of safe behavior
and life activity, in particular the experience of
developing applications for smartphones and
software to alert people about emergencies. During
the visit we have discussed the possibility of
cooperation between the editorial office of “Rescue
Service” magazine and the editorial office of the
“Taware’e” magazine with the aim of informing
about the rules of action in emergency situations,
regulations and modern development in the field of
security.
I am confident that the visit to the UAE will be the
first step on the path of a long and fruitful BelarusianEmirate cooperation in the field of emergency
prevention and elimination. It is my pleasure to
welcome the delegation of NCEMA in Belarus in
July this year.

The principle of potential
threats analytical forecasting
is actively used in the
development of normative
documents in the field of
population and territories
protection
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