Coronavirus once again stirring fears
The cure is in personal prevention
The risk of the Coronavirus, the Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome, is back once again to stir fear amid news of
a rising number of infection cases worldwide. In the
meantime, in Saudi Arabia, the death toll is on the rise.
Governments, local specialised authorities and relevant
international entities didn’t stand on the sidelines with
hand folded to watch the sharp increase in the number
of infections that have spread to many countries. On the
contrary, concerted efforts were exerted locally, between
several stakeholders, and international coordination
reached advanced levels in a serious attempt to lay siege
to the deadly virus, and limit its spread, as a prelude to
eliminating it.
The United Nations, represented by the World
Health Organization, is aware of the seriousness of the
spread of Coronavirus, and the risks of it turning into an
epidemic. For this reason, it quickly mobilised specialists
and experts, to sound the alarm to alert the world to the
need to take caution, and laid upond governments and
individuals the responsibility of any aggravation… Federal
and local authorities in the UAE were swift to intensify
their efforts and capabilities to confrontat the spreading
disease, through cooperation and coordination with the
neighbouring countries and the world. Prevention and
awareness campaigns were launched with the purpose of
ensuring public safety, and removing the specter of the
disease away from its citizens and residents on its territory.
Once the virus was detected at its infancy in one of
the sisterly neighbouring countries in April of 2012,
the competent authorities in the United Arab Emirates,
under the sound directives of our wise leadership, moved
effectively to ensure that the requirements of readiness and
preparedness were in place. An action team was formed
under the leadership of His Excellency Abdul Rahman Al
Owais, Minister of Health, and including representatives
of all stakeholders, to develop a programme and an
appropriate action plan to counter the possibility of a
pandemic, and limit its spread, and prevent the virus from
crossing the border into the country. A series of steps and
procedures was taken and cooperation and exchange of
information on regional and international levels began.
The UAE, represented by NCEMA and the ministries
of health, environment and health as well as local health
authorities, and others, dealth with the matter at hand with

the utmost responsibility and transparency. They revealed
the emergence of Coronavirus infections on its territory,
and closely monitored them in order to state facts as
they are to citizens and residents, and to impress on the
public the seriousness of negligence of individuals of their
responsibilities in order to protect them from risks and
ensure their safety.
With this in mind, official bodies in the UAE didn’t
turn a blind eye to what is happening, and, at the same
time, didn’t resort to exaggeration. They sought to their
full potential, and through various means at their disposal,
to explain the situation and educate all segments and
categories of society to remind individuals and families of
their responsibilities, to ensure their personal safety, and
prevent their exposure to the disease.
But, as the saying goes, it takes two to tango… No
matter how colossal government efforts to combat the
spread of the disease may be, they would all go to waste
if they aren’t coupled with responsible and vigilant
behaviour by individuals themselves, demonstrated by the
strict adherence to the instructions issued by the relevant
bodies and authorities.
For this reason, we – in our role aimed at preserving
the country and its accomplishments and to ensure public
safety for all - call upon everyone to demonstrate a spirit
of cooperation, understanding and responsibility, and to
be aware of the seriousness of any laxity in compliance
with the requirements of personal hygiene and prevention,
which are available to all, young and old alike… There is
no room for negligence; awareness, vigilance and sound
behaviour are of the essence.
According to health experts and specialists in the world,
Coronavirus hasn’t reached the stage of epidemic yet, and
is only capable of infecting those who neglect the most
basic rules of hygiene and prevention. Hence, the greatest
and foremost responsibility lays with individuals, who to ensure their safety – must comply with the criteria of
hygiene and prevention, and act consciously and prudently.
Cleanliness is close to godliness, this is what our
religion teaches us. And prevention is better than cure. The
ball is in the field of individuals themselves. They are each
responsible for their own safety and health.
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Establishment of special supervisory authority approved

Khalifah issues federal national service
and reserve law
A list of first batch of recruits drafted… details to be disclosed next September
Legislation amendment of local human resources in accordance with the law
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, has issued Federal Law No. 6
for the Year 2014, on the national military service and reserve force.
The law is in accordance with the principles of the UAE Constitution, as referred to in Article No. 43,
which states that defending the Union is a sacred duty of every citizen and national service is an honour
for citizens as per the law.
The law aims to instill values of loyalty
andsacrifice in the hearts of the citizens, linking
them with the teachings of religion and the
socialisation of different generations in terms of
leadership characteristics, physical power and

self-reliance, responsibility and discipline, respect
of law, and time. National service would further
consolidate and develop youth through scientific
and practical training.
National and Reserve Service Authority
According to the law, published in the latest issue
of the UAE Official Gazette, the establishment of
the National and Reserve Service Authority at the
General Headquarters of the Armed Forces has
been endorsed. It will be the higher authority to
oversee matters relating to national service, which
is compulsory:
For all male citizens aged between 18 to 30 as of
the date of issuance of the law.
Those under this category should be medically
fit.
Enrolment will be optional for women upon
receipt of consent from their guardian, in accordance
with the provisions of the law and associated
regulations, decisions and instructions.
Duration of national service
The law stipulates that Emiratis who have
not completed secondary school will serve for
two years, while those with a secondary school
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certificate will serve for nine months.
The period of service for female Emiratis will
be nine months regardless of their academic level.
The Deputy Supreme Commander can amend the
duration of national service as required by public
interest, while the period of the national service can
be extended according to the executive regulations
of this law.
The national service will be performed in the
Armed Forces, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of
Interior, the State Security Authority and other
military institutions specified by the Deputy
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces. The
period of national service will include military
training, and national and security lectures.
Alternative forms of service
As for alternative forms of service, those who
do not meet the conditions of performing national
service will be posted at administrative, civil and
technical jobs according to their capabilities and
with the same duration of service. Those proven
medically unfit will be exempted from service.
Alternative service does not include any military
exercises or spending nights in a camp or use of
weapons.

service, benefits and privileges including bonuses,
pensions or other rights and privileges will continue.
Entrepreneurs and skilled workers undertaking the
compulsory military service will receive a monthly
bonus as specified by federal law.
The law states that the General Headquarters
of the Armed Forces will provide initial training
after which those undertaking the service will be
distributed among a number of entities, including
the Armed Forces, Ministry of Defence, Ministry
of Interior, the State Security Authority and other
competent institutions.
Postponement of national service
The national service for students in the UAE
and abroad will be postponed until after their
graduation. The General Headquarters of the
Armed Forces will determine, in agreement with the
educational institutions, mechanisms for informing
the competent authorities of the names of those
qualified for the compulsory military service.
For those for whom national service in the
national service at the mentioned entities is
postponed to subsequent years in accordance with
the rules and regulations issued by the Chief of
Staff or his representative in this regard, they will
not be exempt from service at a later date, even

Employment Rights
According to Law No. 6,
government, federal and local
departments, as well as private sector
institutions, must allow their Emirati
employees to join and to complete
their national service without risking
losing their jobs. Their positions can
be filled on a temporary basis until
they have completed their service.
Salaries, allowances, promotions,
allowances and other privileges
should be given to those enrolled in
the compulsory service.
During the period of national
Issue 9
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if they are over the age limit of 30, provided they
have not reached the age of 40.
The federal law states that conditions for
exemption from the compulsory service will cover
those who are permanently medically unfit, as per
a decision from the medical committee, as well as
those who are the only son of their parents. This
will be proven by official documents from the
competent entities in the country.
List of first batch recruits
Major General Pilot Sheikh Ahmad bin Tahnoun
bin Mohammad Al Nahyan, Chairman of the
National and Reserve Service Authority, today
said that the first batch of citizens who meet the
conditions of the National Service Law will be
received at the beginning of September
He called on UAE youth to shoulder their national
responsibilities based on clear vision and goals…
He urged them to seize the opportunity to show their
best qualities and to follow in the footsteps of their
forefathers. He stressed the need for Emirati youth
to keep abreast of all developments and events in
the region and in the world.
He also urged government departments and the
society to stand together to face any challenges to
the project of national and reserve service, in order
to reach its ultimate goal of establishing
the pillars of a strong country in time of
peace.
He explained that the recruitment
process would be gradual. Citizens
eligible for national service have
already been grouped into categories.
He added that recruits would be given
honorary military ranks according to
their qualifications and specialisations.
He said the process of notification of
persons eligible for recruitment would
be carried out through advertising
in the media, then by direct contact
through the registration centres, each
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according to his geographical area, and via SMS,
in coordination with universities and government
and private agencies and the Emirates Identity
Authority.
He added that the authority has assigned 9
centres for registration and training. Recruits will
be received and examined in 3 centres located in
Abu Dhabi, Al Ain and Sharjah. Five centres were
specified for training, two of them in Al Ain, and
the remainder in each of: Liwa, Sharjah, Manama,
all for male recruits. Female recruits will be trained
at Khawla bint Al Azwar Camp.
About examination dates, he said the National
Service and Reserve Authority will develop, in
coordination with the relevant units of the Armed
Forces, an annual programme specifying the dates
for screening recruits who have reached the age of
recruitment or who have been selected for drafting.
Their names would be announced through the
media.
The chairman of the authority noted that female
recruits would be free to leave the service, at any
time, and without prior conditions, but he stressed
that they would be required to provide a written
notice, either from the recruit herself or from her
guardian, to state her decision to withdraw from the
service

International experts hail the UAE’s efforts in addressing the spread of the virus

UAE: Coronavirus under control…
a Federal law on communicable diseases
WHO: no need for declaring a state of comprehensive emergency
HE Abdul Rahman Mohammed Al Owais, Minister of Health, confirmed that the Mers Coronavirus is
still under control. He ruled out the activation of a “state of emergency” to address it, since the number
of cases detected does not require further mechanisms to deal with the virus.
Speaking on the sidelines of the 15th session of the third session of the 15th legislative term held by
the Federal National Council recently, he said the health institutions response to the virus is “very
acceptable,” noting that there is a national plan that is regularly updated and modified in conformity
with the virus, meanwhile, an operations centre at the ministry was activated to operate around the
clock.
International infection experts yesterday praised
the work of UAE health authorities in attempting to
better understand the deadly Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome Coronavirus after completing a mission
to assess the risk the virus poses to the country.
A team from the World Health Organisation
and technical partners from the Global Outbreak
Alert and Response Network spent five days in the
UAE on the invitation of local health chiefs and
concluded that there was no evidence of sustained
person-to-person transmission.
The Minister of Health met with the team, which
had held intensive meetings the health authorities in
Abu Dhabi and Dubai, and Abu Dhabi Food Control
Authority, to discuss the latest developments related
to the virus.
Peter Ben Embarek, head of the WHO team,
said health authorities followed up closely on the
recorded cases, and repeated lab testing on them
until the virus cleared, which will contribute to the
assessment of the risks associated with the virus,
and directing global response to it.
The team of six experts in epidemiological
research, lab investigations, infection prevention
and control and risk communication also visited

the hospital to which two thirds of the country’s
cases can be traced, to review the epidemiological
investigation and assess the infection prevention
and control measures.
“We are impressed by the amount of data and
information generated during the investigation of
Mers cases by the UAE to help better understand
Mers,” Mr ben Embarek said.
“This knowledge is of utmost importance to the
rest of the world to better discover the source of the
virus and the routes of transmission from animals
to humans,” he added.
The WHO emergency committee responsible
for international Health Regulations on the
Issue 9

7

Coronavirus had announced earlier that there is
no need to declare a state of comprehensive public
health emergency in the absence of evidence about
the transmission of the virus between humans. But,
following an emergency meeting of the committee
on Coronavirus on May 13th, it deemed that “the
gravity of the situation increased commensurately
to its impact on public health,” and pointed out
the soaring number of cases, and the weakness
of preventive measures and the control of the
transmission.
According to WHO regulations, a state of
emergency is an extraordinary event that poses a
threat to other member states in the organisation
during a state of international spread of the disease,
which may require a coordinated international
response.
The video-conference meeting included 13
affected countries, namely Saudi, UAE, Qatar,
Jordan, Egypt, Greece, Kuwait, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Oman, the Philippines, USA and Yemen.
They discussed the recent increase in incidence
cases, in communities and in hospitals, and the
patterns of transmission, and the main observations
of the mission sent by the World Health Organization
to Saudi Arabia in the period from April to May
5th. The affected countries presented information
on the events that occurred recently, including the
measures taken and the concerns about the situation.
The Committee issued a statement at the
conclusion of the meeting, in which it concluded
that the requirements for declaring a public health
emergency of international concern weren’t
available yet. It mentioned however that the gravity
of the situation has increased in relation to the
impact on public health, and pointed to the absence
of any evidence of the resilience of transmission
between humans. The committee expressed deep
concern vis-à-vis the rise in the number of new
infection cases, and focused on the weaknesses in
the field of infection prevention and control, and
gaps in critical information, and the possibility of
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transmission, especially to vulnerable countries.
The committee strongly urged countries to take a
series of immediate steps, including:
• Improving national policies for the prevention
and control of infection in the affected countries,
and implementing them in health care facilities.
• Accelerating the critical investigating processes,
including case studies and serological,
environmental and animal research in order to
improve understanding of the epidemiology, and
in particular the risk factors, and evaluating the
effectiveness of control measures.
• Supporting particularly vulnerable countries,
especially in the region of sub-Saharan Africa.
• Identifying cases and contacts and strengthening
remedial measures.
• Significantly enhancing awareness and informing
the public, health professionals, at-risk groups
and policy makers about the dangers of the virus.

that continued research would eventually lead to
• Strengthening cooperation between sectors
testing it on humans. Dr Matthew Freeman of the
and the exchange of information at the level of
Faculty of Medicine at the University, said: “We
ministries of health and with relevant international
know that the vaccine produces antibodies that
organisations, particularly the International
neutralise it in animals,
Organization for Animal
and now we move forward
Health
Organisation
in conducting further
and the United Nations
World Health Organization:
animal studies on rats
Food and Agriculture
Coronavirus isn’t transmitted by touch
and non-human primates
Organisation.
or proximity
to examine the vaccine’s
• Preparing
and
An official at the World Health
ability to work on those
disseminating
tips
Organization confirmed that studies have
animals before we test it
related
to
large
shown that the virus isn’t transmitted by
on human beings.”
gatherings in order to
touch or proximity of infected patients,
prevent the virus from
unless they were to sneeze producing
United Arab Emirates
spreading further.
drizzle... He noted that most of the recorded
In the United Arab
cases were among healthcare workers, due
• Exchanging information
Emirates,
the Ministry
to failure to take necessary preventive
in a timely manner
of Health and Health
measures.
with the World Health
Authority - Abu Dhabi
The director of communicable and
Organization, according
reassured citizens and
infectious diseases at WHO, Dr Jawad
to the International
residents about the general
Mahjour added that the Saudi Ministry
Health
Regulations
situation of the virus,
of Health has asked the organisation to
(2005).
and confirmed that the
provide support and counseling to cope
Meanwhile, as it was
health authorities all work
with the virus, as well as to conduct analysis
announced in the United
together to closely monitor
around the world, and to coordinate with
States that a “proposed
developments, and that
the Food and Agriculture Organisation and
experimental
vaccine”
the situation does not
the World Organization for Animal Health
to fight the Coronavirus
constitute a threat to public
in this regard.
succeeded in blocking the
health.
In an interview with Asharq Al Awsat
infection in laboratory
The
Ministry
and
newspaper that was published on May
studies, the virus continues
HAAD
explained
that
they
12th he said the research hasn’t yet
to claim more victims,
are dealing with the current
confirmed that camels are the source of
particularly
in
Saudi
situation with complete
the virus, although some studies proved
Arabia, where health
transparency, so as to
that camels are carriers of the virus,
authorities announced on
inform the public about
further research is being conducted
May 22nd last a new death
new developments and the
now to learn how it could have been
due to the virus, bringing
need for awareness.
transmitted to humans.
the total number of deaths
HAAD, in coordination
to 176 cases since 2012.
with the ministry and other
The
University
of
health authorities and other stakeholders in the
Maryland and Novavax Inc. announced that the
country, has taken the precautionary measures
vaccine they jointly developed showed positive
necessary, in accordance with the scientific
results in animal experiments, and researchers hope
recommendations and WHO conditions and
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criteria. It confirmed that all health authorities are
working around the clock to monitor and control
the general health status.
In a bid to address the current situation, Health
Authority - Abu Dhabi confirmed that increasing
current knowledge about the virus is of the essence
at this point in time. It noted that it continues to
communicate with experts from international
organisations, who are now in Abu Dhabi, to shed
light on different aspects of the virus, including
means of transmission, and best practices in the
management of viral infections of this type.
While the Ministry of Health announced that all
previously known cases had gotten rid of the virus,
Health Authority - Abu Dhabi reassured the public
and advised all citizens and residents to adhere to
the guidance of public health to reduce the spread
of influenza and infectious respiratory diseases,
namely: thoroughly washing hands with soap and
water or hand sanitizers, especially after coughing,
sneezing or using the washrooms, and before and
after food handling and preparation, and the using a
handkerchief when coughing or sneezing, covering
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the mouth and the nose, then discarding the used
handkerchief in the waste basket. If handkerchiefs
aren’t available, it is preferable to cough or sneeze
onto the upper arm, rather than the hands, and avoid
touching the eyes, nose and mouth, as hands can
transmit the virus after contact with contaminated
surfaces, and avoid affected patients as much as
possible.
The authority emphasised the need to see a
doctor when needed, and follow up on any new
information about the disease by the Ministry of
Health and health authorities.
The UAE Ministry of Environment and Water has
announced on May 2nd on its Facebook page that it
has issued a decision to temporarily stop importing
live camels, across all of the country’s exit points.
It pointed out that the decision was made in view of
the possible relationship of camels in the transfer
of the Coronavirus to humans, as a precautionary
measure to prevent the spread of epidemic and
contagious diseases to the UAE.
For its part, out of its concern for the safety of the
pilgrims and Umrah performers against epidemics

and infectious diseases, the General Authority for
Islamic Affairs and Endowments called on the
elderly and people with chronic diseases: heart,
kidney, respiratory diseases, diabetes, immunity
diseases, and oncology diseases, as well as
pregnant women and children, to postpone the
performance of Umrah and Hajj this year, based on
recommendations by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
The authority called upon all those who wish
to perform Umrah or Hajj from the United Arab
Emirates, to abide by the instructions and health
requirements issued by the Saudi Ministry of
Health, in order to avoid contracting any of the
diseases, including the Coronavirus.
The Saudi Ministry of Health had sent notifications
to all countries about the health requirements for
people travelling to the kingdom to perform Hajj
and Umrah, including a certificate of vaccination
against meningitis for at least 10 days before travel.
It also called for the need of OPV for all ages six
weeks prior to arrival.
Mohammed Obaid Al Mazroui, head of the
official Hajj delegation, said the procedures for
the pilgrimage season this year are in full swing,
and the General Authority for Islamic Affairs
and Endowments operates year-round, and in
coordination with the relevant authorities within the
country and in Saudi Arabia, to arrange the affairs
of UAE pilgrims.
In the same context, Saif Al Suwaidi, Director
General of the General Authority for Civil Aviation
confirmed that no precautionary measures were
taken due to the Coronavirus at UAE airports. He
pointed out that the situation is normal at airports,
and no guidance to take any exceptional procedures
has been issued to date.
Al Suwaidi said “Coronavirus has not reached
a stage that requires any precautionary measures
at airports. Infected cases are under control and
airports are witnessing a strong travel movement
and a high turnout, and there is no reason to take
precautionary measures in the current phase.
He added that the measures in place at the

Canadian Scientist: Camels are innocent in
the case of Coronavirus
Poor sanitation is to blame
Canadian Bacteriologist and Public Health
scientist Jason Anthony offered a new theory
about the emergence of the Coronavirus,
differing with most studies that indicate camels
as the potential source of the virus. In his theory,
sewage may be responsible for the virus.
He said the floods that took place in Jeddah,
Saudi, two years ago in the absence of adequate
sewage systems and drainage infrastructure must
have led to the proliferation of germs, which in
turn led to the formation of the Coronavirus. He
also pointed out that bats may be carriers of the
disease.
Anthony ruled out the theory that says camels
are the source of the virus, since camels can be
found in many countries around the world, but
the infection cases were especially concentrated
in Saudi.
To prove is theory, he posted on his Twitter
account: “Today, I decided to go to a camel barn
and kiss a camel and take my time to take in its
breath because I am certain that camels aren’t
the cause of this virus.”
The Coronavirus causes coughing and fever
and may cause fatal pulmonary infections. It is
a coronary virus and belongs to the family of
viruses that causes the severe acute respiratory
syndrome SARS, which killed nearly 800
people around the world after it emerged for the
first time in China in 2002.
Scientists linked the Coronavirus in humans
to camels. Saudi authorities have recently issued
guidance and instructions to people handling
camels and camel products to take additional
precautions by using masks and gloves.
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moment are limited to a few tips offered by health
authorities for the public in general, in terms of
individual health procedures, for example, washing
hands, and wearing medical masks if need be, and
other preventive measures.
Other infection cases were recorded in a number
of countries around the world, including the United
States, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Qatar, Kuwait,
Malaysia, Oman, Tunisia, France, Germany, Spain,
Italy and the United Kingdom.
The United States announced on May 4th last year
the registration of the first Coronavirus infection in
the country. Authorities explained that the infected
person worked in health care in the state of Indiana,
and had travelled to Saudi Arabia recently.
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
The Ministry of Health in Saudi Arabia
confirmed through its website on Monday, June 9th
last, that the total number of people living with the
virus since it emerged in 2012, rose to 698 people,
of whom 287 died and 359 have recovered, and
52 are undergoing treatment... at a time when the
World Health Organization reported that one-third
of infection cases, which were treated in hospitals
in the city of Jeddah, occurred among health sector
workers.
The Saudi Health Minister-designate, Adel
Faqih, has confirmed mid-May last that infection
with Coronavirus comes from two main sources:
affected camels and hospitals, due the lack of careful
controls, particularly in dialysis and emergency
departments, and he revealed that certain hospitals
have been allocated to deal with the virus in all
areas of the kingdom.
During a tour at King Fahd Hospital in
Jeddah, he said the ministry was in talks with
five international companies for the production
of a vaccine for the virus, pointing to the lack
of indicators for the readiness of the vaccine
at this time. The US delegation that visited the
Kingdom recently is also studying the prevention
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situation, in collaboration with other experts who
are visiting the kingdom from other countries.
For its part, the Ministry of Health has announced
a package of measures to curb the spread of the
virus, including the establishment of a control centre
that includes the other control units. Measures also
included issuing instructions about the risks of
infection, and the formation of a group of experts
for rapid intervention, in addition to activating the
capacity of the hospitals and health centres, and
scrutinising the cases that have been detected since
the emergence of the virus.
Bahrain
In Manama, a Bahraini official announced on the
5th of May that no cases of Coronavirus infection
have been registered. The Bahrain News Agency
quoted the director of the Department of Public
Health at Ministry of Health, saying that the Public
Health Laboratory has conducted four tests for
patients suspected of Coronavirus infection, and the
results were all negative, stressing that the Kingdom
of Bahrain hasn’t registered any Coronavirus cases
to date. The Ministry of Health has launched a
campaign to raise awareness about the disease and
how to prevent it through various media and means
of social communication.
Jordan
In Jordan, three death cases due to Coronavirus
were recorded, the last of which in February,
according to an official at the Ministry of Health.
Lebanon
In Beirut, the Minister of Health Wael Abu Faour
announced on May 8th the first infection case in the
country. He added that the patient recovered under
treatment and was released from hospital.
The ministry reassured the public that there is no
need for panic and that they should take ordinary
precaution and prevention measures to respiratory

diseases. It called on doctors and hospitals to alert
the ministry about any suspected cases.
Abu Faour said the ministry is following up on
epidemiological investigations and surveillance to
ensure that the epidemic hasn’t spread in Lebanon.
He added that the ministry urges the medical and
nursing staff and all medical institutions to take
maximum preventive measures and to notify the
epidemiological surveillance programme of any
suspected cases. He went on to say: “There is no
reason for fear” and he called on citizens to take
the usual measures for the prevention of respiratory
diseases.
The minister had toured Beirut International
Airport accompanied by the parliamentary health
committee, where they were briefed on the measures
taken by the quarantine team and the nursing and
medical staff at the airport. He instructed to run the
thermal surveillance cameras to monitor passengers
showing signs of elevated fever.
Egypt
On the 5th of May this year, it was announced
in Cairo that the Egyptian authorities were
investigating the first case of the suspected
Coronavirus death of an Egyptian 60-year old
woman in the city of Port Said. The Director of
Health Affairs in Port Said Governorate noted that
the deceased recently returned from Saudi Arabia
after performing Umrah.
The Egyptian Minister of Health Dr. Adel Adawi,
had announced on April 26 last the discovery of the
first case of Coronavirus infection in Egypt. On
May 12th, the ministry announced that the patient
has recovered and left the hospital after a two-week
treatment.
The Egyptian Ministry of Health said it stressed
the importance of performing accurate medical
examination on incoming travellers from Saudi to
ensure they are clear of any infection.

Occupied Palestine
In Occupied Palestine, the Palestinian Ministry
of Health recommended a reduction in the number
of Palestinians travelling for Umrah, especially for
elderly people over 65 and children under 12 as well
as pregnant women and people with chronic diseases.
United States of America
In the United States, the director of Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC said the
authorities were expecting the arrival of Coronavirus
to the country, and they are ready to face it and
take swift action to address it. This came after the
announcement, on May 4th of the registration of
the first case of infection in the state of Indiana.
US officials confirmed that the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) are coordinating
with the health authorities in the state to conduct
a joint investigation into the circumstances of the
injury.Dr Anne Schuchat, director of the National
Center for immune diseases and respiratory system
at the CDC, said the patient works in healthcare,
and has been working in Saudi Arabia. Schuchat
stressed that the virus is a major concern because
of its ferocity, especially that one-third of infection
cases are fatal. She pointed out that the situation
constitutes a very limited threat in relation to the
wider public. She said that the patient in question
was in stable condition and there are no other cases
to date.
United Kingdom
British health authorities announced on May
12th that they discovered a second case of infection
with the Coronavirus when a passenger was on his
way by air from Jeddah, Saudi Arabia to the United
States via London on May 1st.
The UK Public Health Authority issued a
statement saying the risk of transmission is greatly
limited, but - as a precaution – the Public Health
Authority is working with the airline to be able to
contact the British passengers who sat close to the
passenger to provide them with health information.
Issue 9
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In the presence of more than 75 ministers, the head of a UN and key figures of
the public and private sectors and civil society

Abu Dhabi hosted an international high profile
preparatory meeting for a “Leadership Summit” to
address climate change that will be held in
New York in September
Abdullah bin Zayed: The United Arab Emirates takes pride in its role in
supporting international efforts to face this phenomenon

In view of mobilising efforts for the Leadership Summit on climate change, that will be held in New York
in September, at the invitation of Ban Ki-Moon, Secretary General of the United Nations, Abu Dhabi
recently hosted a high-profile preparatory meeting in cooperation with the international organisation.
The meeting gathered over 75 ministers, heads of various UN organisations, leaders from the public and
private sectors and civil society, with the Mexican President Felipe Calderon, former President of the
International Committee on economy and climate, Al Gore, former Vice-President of the United States,
Bob Orr, Assistant Secretary-General for Strategic Planning of the United Nations, and former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair, Egyptian Foreign Minister Nabil Fahmy, Chi-Hua Chen, Vice Chairman
of the National Development and Reform Committee in the People’s Republic of China, and Kandeh
Yumkella, head of the United Nations Committee on Energy, former Director General of the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization “UNIDO”.
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and energy-saving technologies.
The meeting ran over two days and tackled
the decisions and practical actions that world
The sessions addressed the challenges of
leaders must implement to face the repercussions
clean climate and air, urban and infrastructural
of climate change and its implications, as one
transformation projects, the means of speeding
of the most pressing issues in the present day, in
up reforestation, the costs of climatic pollution,
view of stimulating concrete action during the
adequate climatic actions that aim to reduce
upcoming summit in New York and to prepare for
carbon emissions, sustainable transport solutions,
the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
economic growth operational programmes, steps to
Convention Framework Convention on Climate
reduce air pollutants, the role of cities in climatic
Change in 2015 in Paris, where they will add the
pollution, and financial risks
finishing touches on a binding
posed by climate change and
global agreement on climate.
pollution.
Mohammed bin
The meeting featured two
Zayed:
The United Nations: Reducing
inaugural speeches, the first
The United Arab
emissions is a necessity
by HH Sheikh Abdullah bin
Emirates
elaborated
Zayed Al Nahyan, Minister
According to a recent
its development
of Foreign Affairs, followed
report issued by the United
by His Excellency Ban KiNation’s
Intergovernmental
plans in line with
Moon, Secretary General of the
Panel on Climate Change, the
environmental
United Nations, underlining
percentage of greenhouse gas
requirements
nine highly impactful fields:
emissions worldwide increased
and
initiated
the
energy efficiency, land use and
dramatically over the past
establishment of
forests management, funding,
decade. It is necessary to reduce
renewable energy, agriculture,
those emissions by at least 40 per
projects and solutions,
flexibility in adapting, transport,
especially in relation to cent, and even up to 70 percent
short-term climatic pollutant and
and thus, lower the expected
the techniques of clean
cities.
increase of two degrees Celsius
and
renewable
energy.
in average global temperatures
In addition to setting the
by the middle of this century.
agenda for New York’s Leaders’
Summit, the Abu Dhabi meeting
Mohammed bin Zayed: Development plans align
tackled ways to mobilise efforts and strengthen
with environmental requirements
international cooperation, in order to build a
HH Gen. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed
sustainable future and low in carbon emissions, as
Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and
well as the issue of accelerating the deployment of
Deputy Supreme Commander of the Armed
renewable energy projects worldwide. The meeting
Forces, highlighted the UAE’s participation and
focused on the practical areas with significant
contribution in international efforts aiming to put
impact on the reduction of greenhouse gas
an end to environmental degradation and climate
emissions, and on elaborating appropriate strategies
change remain one of the country’s top priorities.
to meet the challenges associated with climate
change. International efforts that can stimulate
During a meeting with a delegation of dignitaries
new action at the grassroots level in various parts
participating in the meeting, HH Sheikh Mohammed
of the world were deemed valuable. Issues tackled
said before taking part in these efforts, the United
include: Agriculture, adapting to climate change,
Arab Emirates elaborated its development plans in
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line with environmental requirements and initiated
the establishment of projects and solutions,
especially in relation to the techniques of clean and
renewable energy.
He expressed his hope for everyone, countries
and institutions, to join hands to overcome the
challenges facing the environment and climate
change and to contribute together through joint
action, concrete and effective procedures that aim
to reduce the effects of climate change and ensure
the security of energy resources, water and food.
Abdullah bin Zayed: The right opportunity
In
his
opening
address,
Sheikh
Abdullah bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Minister of
Foreign Affairs urged
leaders and policy
makers to intensify
serious and meaningful
discussions
and
take tangible and
immediate
action
to avoid permanent
effects of climate
change. He opined that
the upcoming meeting would provide the right
opportunity to a new legal Convention on climate
by 2015, building on what has been achieved in this
context.
He said: “I am sure that, by uniting our efforts
and through teamwork, we can rise to meet the
challenge of dealing with climate change and its
implications.” He added that “the UAE is proud
to play its role as is desired, hoped and required
in support of these efforts, which we hope will be
crowned with success”.
He said: “we live in an interdependent world.
What affects one country necessarily affects
others. Therefore, the UAE firmly believes in the
importance of teamwork and multilateral initiatives,
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as no country could face the repercussions of climate
change on its own. Collectively, we will have the
capacity to achieve tangible and successful steps to
deal with such consequences”.
He added: “we have focused our efforts on the
well-being, happiness, growth and prosperity of our
people. The vision explains our investment locally,
regionally and internationally in solutions, projects
and programmes that contribute to the reduction
of the consequences of climate change. We are
proud that our efforts have encouraged the rest of
the countries in the region to invest in clean energy
projects “. He added: “our national goals are to
provide 24 per cent of electricity from sources free
from carbon emissions by 2021. We have also made
considerable progress in the field of solar energy”.
The Foreign Minister stressed the need to
unite efforts and work as one team to address the
challenges of climate change, stressing that facing
the fallouts of such phenomenon requires building
attitudes and convictions and international action
methodologies.
He said: “our participation and contribution in
this field are focused on a comprehensive solution
that combines local procedures and measures with
international investments in the renewable energy
sectors, in addition to supporting initiatives and
efforts of international cooperation in dealing with
this phenomenon”. He noted that the UAE took on
this vital and pivotal role upon proactively gauging
the changes that have occurred around the world,
based on our principles that emanate from our high
interest in mankind which remains our true wealth,
while preserving the environment and natural
resources that we all depend on in our lives”.
He explained” “Our vision’s distinction is that
it expands and extends to support international
initiatives and actions. We provide about half
a billion dollars in grants and financial aid to
support investment in renewable energy projects in
developing countries. The UAE also is an investor in
commercial renewable energy and we are proud to

host the permanent headquarters of the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)”. He added
that cooperation between the United Arab Emirates
and the United Nations is close, old and productive,
and the preparatory meeting in Abu Dhabi results
from this cooperation.
Ban Ki-moon: A true feeling that change is
necessary
The
SecretaryGeneral of the United
Nations said “only
little time is left to
find
environmental
solutions in view
of reducing carbon
emissions, as climate
change is a critical
issue of our time and
has massive and costly
effects on tropical and
polar regions, small
islands and continents,
on the poorest countries
as well as the richest”. He stressed that “delays in
urgent action will lead to reduced opportunities
to increase prosperity and global security. It is
therefore necessary for governments to develop
a new agreement on climate by the year 2015, in
view of reducing harmful emissions”.
During his address at the opening session, he
said that the preparatory meeting about climate
change in Abu Dhabi reflects the momentum of
international efforts to address the consequences of
this phenomenon. There is a real sense of the need
for change, whereas necessary solutions already
exist and the time has come for world leaders to
take the reins and move towards making the change
required to address this phenomenon.
He added that the meeting brings together a
number of leaders and decision makers who can
take tangible action that would mark the beginning
of a new era in the face of climate change. By

building new bridges and expanding initiatives,
this meeting will provide stating point for the
Leadership Summit on Climate Change, which
will promote the prosperity of economies, and at
the same time, help them face the repercussions of
climate change.
He highlighted the recent report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
saying: “The world only has fifteen years left to
reverse the effects of decades of carbon emissions
and avoid an increase of 2 degrees celsius in global
temperatures. This requires rethinking industries
that have enabled Western economies to thrive and
grow across the developed world.”
Al Gore: one of the most pressing challenges we
face
Al Gore emphasised the need to build an economy
based on clean energy and ensure a sustainable
financial system, to ensure a sustainable and
prosperous future. He said: “we are facing one of
the most pressing challenges of our time, but we
have all the tools and resources necessary to find
solutions.”
He noted the importance of the subjects included
in the agenda of the meeting, including: alternative
energy plans that limit the spread of pollutants, and
reduce climate pollution problem caused by the high
proportion of greenhouse gas emissions around the
world, aggravated by dramatically during the past
decade, through the support of private investment.
He tackled environmental reports which
indicated that planet Earth experienced a drop in
carbon levels during the month of April, reaching
their lowest level in decades, pointing out that
the inhabitants of Earth emit large amounts of
pollutants on a daily basis, as a result of burning
fuel, carbon emissions and constructing non ecofriendly buildings, whereas 85 per cent of energy
is fuel-generated, thus leading to a dramatic rise in
temperatures.
He explained that throughout the 1980s and
Issue 9

17

to call for decisive action by the Abu Dhabi meeting
and the Leadership Summit on Climate Change”.
He stressed that the meeting wished to formulate
and put forward concrete initiatives in the main
fields of action to enable the participants to adopt a
comprehensive and successful approach to meet the
challenges of climate change. He said: “It is a joint
responsibility to commit to the success of these
initiatives and intensify work over the next decade,
whereas governments must join forces with the
private sector and take advantage of opportunities to
promote clean technology and lay the foundations
for a sustainable future”.
Al Jaber stressed that the UAE
is
a globally responsible and
Al Jaber: an active role for UAE
Dr. Sultan Al Jaber:
pioneering energy supplier that
Dr. Sultan bin Ahmed Sultan
Only
15
years
participates in many investments
Al Jaber, Minister of State and
and efforts to promote the spread
remain for us to
UAE’s Special Envoy for Energy
of clean technology and renewable
and Climate Change, said that
reverse the effects of
energy projects inside and outside
cooperation with the United
decades of practices
the country, stating: “Through its
Nations to hold a crucial meeting
experience, the UAE can gauge
that are harmful to
in Abu Dhabi highlights the active
the environment and and assess the climate change
and effective role played by the
challenges that lie ahead. It is
UAE in global efforts to address the
prevent an increase
an opportunity for us to work
consequences of climate change.
to achieve balance in the global
of 2 degrees Celsius
He added: “Although the UAE
energy mix and help limit the
in the world’s
is rich in hydrocarbon resources,
increase of global temperature”.
the country exports conventional
temperature.
He
added:
“Cooperation
energy and renewable energy to
between Abu Dhabi and New
various parts of the world”.
York aims to establish a strong
Al Jaber said that the recent
methodology from bottom up, then the obligation to
report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
apply it top down, which we hope will be achieved
Change was both disturbing and encouraging... “It
in Paris during the Conference of the parties to the
is disturbing, because the time is nearing, before
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
we can reverse the effects of global warming and
Change next year, a combination of approaches
encouraging, as avoiding the consequences of that
that will open the doors to solutions that benefit
phenomenon is still possible”.
communities, East and West, developed and
developing”.
“Only 15 years remain for us to reverse the
effects of decades of practices that are harmful
Fahmy: stimulating cooperative efforts to
to the environment and prevent an increase of 2
support developing countries
degrees Celsius in the world’s temperature. This
Egyptian Foreign Minister Dr. Nabil Fahmy,
challenge is what prompted the Secretary-General
1990s, planet Earth was warmer due to the use of old
energy sources that led to high temperatures which
resulted in the destruction of the water and energy
cycle, that found itself packed under ground and in
oceans, leading to an increased number of storms
and environmental disasters that are stronger 400
thousand times stronger than the Hiroshima bomb.
Increased temperatures have led to a high rate
of evaporation of ocean water, equivalent to 7 per
cent, and high humidity in the equivalent of 4 per
cent, and consequently to an increase in rainfall and
floods, showing that increased heat led to drought in
60 per cent of Syria’s fertile lands.
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opined that the world faces many challenges, the
first being that the pattern of development and
consumption is unsustainable, given the serious
environmental damage incurred. He mentioned
the global economic crisis, which reflected the
impossibility to rely on investment patterns that
are based on speculation, without creating real jobs
that entail real production to support development
efforts. Upheavals in the Arab world in the last
three years raised numerous questions about their
causes, especially in the absence of fair distribution
and lack of respect for human dignity.
Fahmy urged the international community to
stimulate collaborative efforts to support developing
countries face successive crises and save energy
and water, water resources and make investments
necessary to achieve high rates of economic growth
to address these challenges and to raise the peoples’
living standards.
Fahmy suggested linking renewable energy
sources in the Arab world, from solar winds and
abundant capital to scientific knowledge and
technology, giving the Desertec solar power project
as an example since it links North Africa and the
Arab region to Southern Europe region and the
rest of the European continent. He also expressed
his regret and rejection of the justifications for
the project’s halt, stressing the world needs such
projects similar to the Gouna project in Egypt that
features an environmentally friendly city with low
gas emissions to meet environmental, economic
and developmental challenges ahead.
Support for IRENA’s initiatives
The clean energy corridor project on the
African continent, the “lighthouses” initiative
for small developing island states received broad
support during the meeting, following a detailed
presentation about both projects by the International
Renewable Energy Agency. The projects aim to
address climate change caused by human beings,
through the increased support and utilisation of
the deployment of renewable energy in Africa and

small island states.
Adnan Amin, Director General of IRENA
observed that renewable energy sources are key
to reducing carbon emissions. They are abundant,
reliable, can be found in nature around us and at
the same time, they help to control energy prices
and growing demand in an effective and sustainable
manner”.
Hosting the 2019 World Energy Congress
Dr. Matar Hamid Al Niyadi, Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Energy of the United Arab
Emirates, announced the UAE’s petition to host
the 24th edition of the World Energy Conference
2019, based on its experience and its position
among countries in the field of clean energy. The
conference is expected to welcome over 6,000
participants.
He added that the vote on the hosting country
will take place in October in Colombia. Should
Abu Dhabi be awarded the opportunity to host the
Conference, it would be the first time that such
conference is hosted in an OPEC member-country
since it first convened ninety years ago. The UAE
is considered to be the only OPEC member that
produces hydrocarbon resources and contributes to
the promotion and development of investment in
renewable energy markets both locally and globally.
He added that a report about energy in the UAE
for 2015 is underway, in collaboration with the
Dubai Center for Carbon Control and the United
Nations Development Programme, highlighting the
successes and achievements in the field of energy,
identifying criteria for access to clean energy to
support economic and social development, and
the country’s efforts in diversifying sources of
renewable energy, and reducing climate impact
caused by energy consumption, to reflect UAE’s
accelerated pace towards diversifying energy
sources and achieving 24% of clean energy by
2021.
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The “MEMAD” Symposium holds its 4th edition in Abu Dhabi

The UAE was successful in building a
formidable military capacity to deal with
various types of threats
The United Arab Emirates’ Ministry of Defence stressed that the UAE Armed Forces succeeded in
building a formidable military capacity to deal with the various kinds of threats, to preserve the country’s
unity and keep its territory safe from the effects of mobile ballistic missiles.
In his opening address at the Middle East Missile and Air Defence “MEMAD” Symposium conference,
in its fourth edition, held in Abu Dhabi recently, Staff Brigadier General Saif Al Aryani confirmed that
the country’s wise leadership spares no effort to uphold the Armed Forces to ensure their preparedness
in all fields.
Deputy Minister of Defence and Major General Saif
The representative of the Ministry of Defence
Sultan Al Aryani, Secretary General of the Supreme
added that science and knowledge are the most
Council for National Security and Chairman of the
important pillars of progress and prosperity. “The
National Authority for Emergency, Crisis and Disaster
power of knowledge and information has come
Management, attended the opening ceremony, in
to complement material power. In addition to the
addition to a number of military officials and senior
latest equipment and machinery at its disposal, the
officers and high-level delegations from countries of
Armed forces must also possess the latest of military
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the US Central
knowledge and information”.
Command, as well as a number of ambassadors and
The fourth edition of the Conference was held
military attachés accredited in Abu Dhabi.
under the patronage of the Ministry of Defence, with
Over two days, the conference revolved around
the support of the UAE Air Force and Air Defence.
ways and mechanisms for developing a regional
HE Mohammed Ahmed Al Bawardi Al Falassi,
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strategy on integrated air and missile defence.
It focused on the importance of assuming the
responsibilities of such defence, designing and
developing its system, emerging technologies,
strategies and integration in multinational air and
missile defence operations, and methods to reach a
multilayered air and missile defence system.
The Conference gathered leading experts and
officials in the field of air defence against ballistic
missiles from the United States and Europe, as well
as leading international companies specialised in
missile defence technologies.
For his part, retired Major General Khaled Abdullah
Al Buaynain, former Commander of the UAE Air
Forces and Air Defence, Chairman of the Institute
for Near East and Gulf Military Analysis (INEGMA)
said the UAE has succeeded in developing its air, land
and sea defence against all types of missiles. Ballistic
and winged missile risks and great developments in
missile systems are a great challenge for various
countries. He stressed that “there is ongoing work
to develop and modernise systems connecting Air
Forces and Air Defence operation rooms across GCC
countries.”
He called for the strengthening of a unified vision
of the GCC’s military challenges and underlined
the importance of continuous development and
modernisation, commensurate with technological
development.
Al Buaynain also tackled the
environment of air and missile
threats in the year 2020 and its
impact on the vital interests of
the GCC. He called upon
GCC countries to take
additional measures
the
security
of
their

information and share general information with
others.
He highlighted the importance of enhancing a
vision for defence against ballistic missiles for each
state as a priority, developing air defence systems,
using early warning and surveillance in the field.
Staff Brigadier General Majid Hamid Al Nuaimi,
Head of the Air and Missile Defence Brigade at
the UAE Air Forces and Air Defence, tackled the
development of a strong comprehensive regional
power and the strengthening of multilateral exercises
and trainings. He stressed that building the capacity
of the regional air and missile defence could not
be fully achieved without a consensus between the
UAE and regional allies. He added: “we must work
together with our allies to find a quick solution to the
issue of external disclosures”.
He added that exercises help the Armed Forces
reach the highest levels of readiness and that
“regional air and missile defence is key to security
and stability in the region.”
Lieutenant General Pilot John Hesterman,
Commander, US Air Forces Central Command,
Southwest Asia, said: “No one understands missile
defence as well as the UAE, which reflects the best
example of integrated air defence.” He said the
United States would continue to provide security
in the region, through land, air and sea presence.
“Regional security must remain a joint effort, and
any conflict in the future will require multinational
response. For this, all exercises should be carried out
within a multinational and multilateral framework”.
Frank Rose, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State
for Space and Defence Policy at the US Department
of State underlined the importance of strategic
cooperation in the field of missile defence in the Gulf.
He said: “We are living a moment of unprecedented
participation and dialogue all over the world, and are
fully aware of the concerns of the region. Therefore
we cannot forget our commitment to the
security of our allies in the Gulf. We
consider protecting our allies in the
Gulf as a strategic necessity. “
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According to the Global Competitiveness Report for 2014

The United Arab Emirates... ranked
first in the good management of public funds
and second in the field of values and behaviours
Mohd bin Rashid: This achievement requires us to exert further efforts
and direct all energies towards achieving the UAE Vision 2021
to be among the top globally in all fields
The United Arab Emirates achieved advanced rankings in global competitiveness, according to
the Annual Report of 2014, issued by the International Institute for Management Development in
Switzerland, which is one of the most important global reports that measure the levels of competitiveness
of all countries.
The United Arab Emirates ranked first in the world for government efficiency, the quality of government
decisions and the absence of bureaucracy. It also ranked first in the proper management of public funds,
second in the field of values and behaviours and the ease of business, and third in each of the index of
international trade and economic performance and the government’s fiscal policy in the same report,
which tracks the global competitiveness of the most important 60 countries around the world.
The UAE ranked in the world’s top five countries
with 35 sub-indicators in the new global report
that includes over 330 indicators and retained its
global competitiveness ranking at eighth position,
outperforming countries such as Denmark and
Norway, which have maintained advanced positions
over the past decades in global rankings.
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler
of Dubai congratulated his brother, HH Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE - may God protect him - on this achievement,
stressing that the unique leadership of HH Sheikh
Khalifa, his strong confidence in his people and
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his continued support for all sectors and categories
contributed to the accomplishment of such global
achievements. HH added: “Our country works as a
single team, from Silaa to Fujairah. It values human
happiness as a major element in its plans and work
across all its initiatives”.
HH believed that “This achievement requires
us to exert further efforts and direct all energies
towards achieving the UAE Vision 2021 to be
among the first worldwide in all fields”. He said:
“We thank God at all times, thank thousands of
teams for their work and promise our people much
more. We announce to everyone that our goals are
clear, our energies synergetic and the world always
gives way to those who know what they want”.
He added that this shows the balance of the
UAE’s developmental and unbiased approach
and stressed that “superior peoples are those that
find the balance between economic progress and
preserving values and
 behaviors”.
HH said: “We are not overly impressed by Global
Reports, they do not cause our focus over our true
goals to waiver, nor do they push us to splurge and
leave work. They are mere indicators we benefit
from as they inform us of our true position in the
race for competitiveness among nations, to achieve
the best for our people”.
He concluded by saying that “this is just the
beginning and confidence in the children of our
nation is at its highest. The biggest reward we reap
from achievements is further humility and greater
determination to achieve even greater success”.
The annual report on Global Competitiveness
is considered to be one of the most important
reports and an essential basic reference for senior
government officials, investors and global decision

makers.
The “IMD” report is based on more than 330
sub-indices based on statistical indicators and
questionnaire data distributed to executives, in
order to investigate their views on the business
environment, services and opportunities for
economic growth, environmental sustainability and
quality of life in the country.
The United Arab Emirates maintained its rank
in eighth position among the largest countries in
the world, the Unites States ranked first, followed
by Switzerland and Singapore. The UAE achieved
an advanced ranking in various indicators, also
achieving third place globally in the government’s
fiscal policy and fourth in administrative practices,
and eighth in flexibility of the labour market.
According to the report, experts have identified
five main reasons for the great advance witnessed
by the UAE in recent years, in all standards of global
competitiveness to be government efficiency, strong
infrastructure, a diversified national economy, an
environment attractive for investments, in addition
to the absence of taxes in the country.
It is worth mentioning that, in addition to the
country’s improved performance last year over most
indicators, the UAE saw a marked improvement in a
large number of sub-indicators. It ranked second in
ease of doing business, third in transparency, eighth
in the growth of real GDP up from thirteenth place,
eighth in the customer satisfaction index up from
eleventh place, fifth in infrastructure in the field
of energy up from up from eleventh place in only
one year, in addition to many of the indicators that
have emerged in which the United Arab Emirates
appeared globally as the sole representative of the
Middle East within the top ten.
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In the presence of Deputy Commander General of Abu Dhabi Police

NCEMA celebrates the distribution of
Corporate Excellence Awards for 2013

Al Dhaheri: This is an additional step towards upgrading levels of
performance and career achievement for Nationals
The National Crisis, Emergency and Disaster Management Authority concluded the events of the first
edition of “Corporate Excellence Awards”, in a ceremony held recently at its headquarters in Abu Dhabi,
in the presence of HE Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al Rumaithi, Deputy Commander General
of Abu Dhabi Police, Director General of the National Emergency Crisis and Disasters Management
Authority (NCEMA), HE Shahwan Suroor Al Dhaheri, Deputy Director General of the National
Emergency Crisis and Disasters Management Authority (NCEMA) and department managers.
Al Dhaheri praised the Awards, which he
described as “yet another step towards raising the
level of performance and career achievement for

cooperate in unity and strengthen the commitment
to national interests.”

nationals”. He urged everyone to “embrace the path

He expressed his hope that the awards

of quality in their daily work, plan for the future,

will strengthen the concepts of excellence,
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initiative, creativity, quality, business development
and leadership skills, and improve corporate
results and institutional practices in the context of
participation and responsibility.
He considered that the award contributes to
establishing a competitive environment that elevates
individual, collective and institutional performance
and stimulates government employees, encouraging
them to be creative at different levels of functionality,
and to actively seek to develop the
ability to learn in the context of selfdevelopment.
In his speech, Dr Saif Jumaa Al
Dhaheri, head of the Safety and
Prevention Department at NCEMA,
head of the “Excellence Awards”,
considered that the achievement of
the “Corporate Excellence Awards
2013” comes in response to senior
management directives and is a
leap towards the future. He said
that senior management at NCEMA
wants the award to reflect NCEMA’s
excellence in all the norms and
standards, gives specific practical and
scientific evidence of the increased
level of performance, encourage
creativity, innovation and initiative and
consolidate teamwork, within an environment of
self-motivation and ambition that knows no limits
as well as sponsor professional talents and national
abilities.
He added that the award is designed to measure
the progress achieved by NCEMA in its journey
towards excellence. It is one of the mechanisms
that contributes in achieving the vision of the

United Arab Emirates.
He explained that the award was established on
clear conditions and standards that reflect indicators
of corporate development based on international
experiences, with the aim of stimulating competition
between departments and assist in identifying their
strengths and opportunities for improvement to be
able to improve their performance on an ongoing
basis and identify the level of development achieved
compared to past performance, making
the pursuit of quality and excellence a
deeply-rooted culture that will flourish
and grow with time.
The second edition of the Corporate
Excellence Awards for 2014 will begin
in October, where the staff of winning
department during the 2013 awards
will wear the badges of excellence that
they received, until the announcement
of the results of the award’s second
edition next year.
Hafedh Rashed Al Dhaheri, head
of the Corporate Excellence gave a
brief presentation about the award and
its desired objectives that are in line
with the federal government’s vision
of excellence, and create a working
environment that stimulates creativity
and innovation. He observed that all requirements
and international standards were taken into
account while assessing the awards’ categories,
especially European models of excellence. He
said: “The outputs we have witnessed will lead
the awards towards their next edition, in view of
achieving greater excellence and sophistication in
corporate work and creating a competitive working
Issue 9
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environment.
The ceremony ended with the distribution
of awards to the winners. The Planning
and Preparedness Department won the
Management Excellence Award, the “Standards
of Business Continuity” project developed
by the Department of Safety and Prevention
won the Project Excellence Award. Mr Saqr
Mohammed Al Banaali, head of education and
community awareness at the Media and Mass
Communication Department won the Employee
Excellence Award.
HE Shahwan Al Dhaheri congratulated the
winners and urged everyone, departments and
individuals, to the constant quest of greater
creativity, leadership and excellence in all
NCEMA’s activities, programmes and projects
to achieve the government’s vision of excellence
that aims to serve the nation and the preserve its
achievements.
He expressed his thanks and appreciation to the
Chairman and members of the evaluation team
and the jury, the Office of the Abu Dhabi Award
for Excellence in Government Performance at
the General Command of Abu Dhabi Police, who
have contributed to the success of the award’s
first edition and its activities and highlighted the
important role played by award committees and
their contribution to the success of their work.
The award included three main categories:
excellence in management, project excellence and
employee excellence. All NCEMA departments
qualified for the award’s first category, while the
second category featured three projects, and five
employees qualified for the third category.
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The three main categories were evaluated
through field visits made by an external accredited
evaluation team. The points that were awarded to
participants and final results were approved by
the jury under the supervision of HE the former
Director General of NCEMA.

Aimed to strengthen cooperation to promote national identity

NCEMA signs MoU with the National and
Reserve Service Authority

In the framework of the implementation of the National Service and Reserve Law, which was issued
recently by the President, The National Emergency, Crisis and Disaster management Authority,
NCEMA, signed a memorandum of understanding with the National and Reserve ServiceAuthority for
cooperation in promoting national identity and in training.
HE Saif Mohammed
Al
Shamsi,
interim
Deputy Director General
of NCEMA and Maj.
Gen. Pilot Sheikh Ahmed
bin Tahnoon Al Nahyan,
President of the National
and Reserve Service
Authority, representative
of the General Command
of the Armed Forces,
signed the MoU on
the sidelines of the
Symposium on National
Service
Law
and
promotion of national
identity, organised recently by the leadership at Armed
Forces Officers Club.
In attendance at the signing ceremony were HE
Mohammed Al Murr, Chairman of the Federal
National Council, HE Major General Issa Saif bin
Ablan Al Mazroui, Deputy Chief of Staff of the
Armed Forces, and a number of officials.
The interim Deputy Director General of NCEMA
said the memorandum of understanding aims to
strengthen cooperation in various fields related
to the promotion of national identity, ensure joint
action towards the the success of the implementation
of the leadership’s vision, preserve the capabilities
and the achievements of the nation, and contribute
to the protection of national security... He noted that
the MoU also seeks to exchange experiences, and
provide the necessary joint and common support for

the implementation of the National Service Law.
HE added that the National and Reserve Service
Law has become an absolute necessity today, as it
instructs the country’s youth on the state’s vision,
aspirations and furture directions. It demonstrates
their role in achieving the country’s goals and
instills in their minds and spirits that service to
one’s country is a great honour. He observed that
the law contributes to the achievement of many of
the strategic goals, primarily the protection of the
state and the preservation of its independence and
sovereignty and its achievements, and strengthening
the capabilities and efficiency of the Armed Forces,
as well as the positive impact on young people
participating in it. In addition to that, it promotes
national spirit, self-confidence and self-esteem and
builds character.
Issue 9

27

Hailed the efforts of NCEMA experts and
their limitless cooperation

HE Abdul Rahman bin
Mohammed Al Owaiss,
Minister of Health
to:“
”

Coronavirus is under
control and hasn’t
reached danger levels
We seek, in future plans, to align
our policies and strategies with
Universal Declaration of the World
Health Organization
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His Excellency Abdul Rahman bin Mohammed Al Owais,
Minister of Health in the United Arab Emirates, announced
that the Coronavirus that causes the Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome, is under control at the state level, and hasn’t reached
danger levels. A total of 68 people were infected, of whom 10
people died, while all the others recovered and were released
from hospital, he explained.
In an exclusive interview with “Taware’e wa Azamat”, His
Excellency hailed the efforts of specialists at the National
Emergency, Crisis and Disaster Management Authority,
NCEMA, and their limitless eagerness and cooperation, as well
as the valuable support they have shown for the rehabilitation
and training of the ministry’s teams and staff and the technical
support they provided in the area of preparedness for
emergencies and disasters.
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His Excellency said that the Ministry of Health
is seeking, in the context of its future plan, to
adopt health policies and strategies that are more
commensurate with the new global reality, and
in line with the Universal Declaration of the
World Health Organization, which emphasises the
provision of comprehensive health services that
positively impact the quality of life for all.
His Excellency sees that the main challenges
facing the health sector are population growth, the
need to adhere to the provision of health services of
international quality, and the increasing economic
cost of health care services, coupled with and
a higher incidence of chronic diseases, such as
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, asthma, and
cancer, among others.He added that the Ministry
of Health, through its upcoming strategy 2014
- 2016, aims to develop its operating system. It
has developed an ambitious vision in line with
the vision of the Government of the United Arab
Emirates 2021: “High quality of life in a generous,
sustainable environment”, targeting the health
sector of the UAE society.He pointed out that the
process of determining the prices of medicines in
the country is conducted in a transparent and clear
fashion, based on in-depth study and declared rules,
taking into account various technical aspects, and
based on compared prices in neighboring countries.
He emphasised that the goal in the first place is to
establish fair prices for drugs taking into account
patients and without harming manufacturers, and
thus establishing balance in the drug market.
The interview:
Let us begin with the topic of the hour:
Coronavirus. How many deaths and infection
cases have been recorded in the country to date?
Has the virus spread reached the danger zone?
To what extent can we say the disease is under
control?
The overall number of infection cases in the
UAE up until mid-June was 68 cases. A total of 10
patients died, the remaining 58 patients recovered
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completely and were released from hospital. We
can confidently say Coronavirus is under control
and hasn’t reached danger levels.
The Ministry of Health recently signed a
memorandum of understanding with NCEMA to
enhance cooperation and exchange of expertise,
information and data. What is the mechanism
that governs coordination between the Ministry
and NCEMA? What is your assessment of the
level of coordination?
The coordination mechanism between the two
sides is based primarily on the needs of the Ministry
to rehabilitate its employees, and develop their skills
and knowledge in terms of disaster preparedness
and crisis response and recovery, according to
the integrated system for the management of
emergencies and crises in force presently in the
UAE. The mechanism that was put in place includes
coordination meetings to sign the agreement by the
ministry, and to identify target groups and required
courses and the duration of each of them, as well
as lecturers who offer courses in consultation with
NCEMA specialists. A trained team from NCEMA
delivers some of the courses, or commissions
trainers from abroad to deliver them according to
the needs and requirements of the Ministry.
Two courses in integrated emergency
management were delivered at the Ministry recently.
The first targeted members of the emergency
teams in Ministry hospitals, and the second was
addressed to directors of departments and heads
of organisational units. Coordination to introduce
new courses on a bi-monthly or amonthly basis, is
carried out according to the work schedule of the
NCEMA training team.
In this context, we hail the efforts of NCEMA
specialists, and their limitless eagerness and
cooperation, as well as the valuable support they
have shown for the rehabilitation and training of
the ministry’s teams and staff and the technical
support they provided in the area of preparedness
for emergencies and disasters.

The Ministry f Health developed the “Strategic
plan for the third term 2014-2016 for the health
sector in the UAE”. What is the outline of this
plan?
The Ministry of Health is seeking, in the context
of its future plan, to adopt health policies and
strategies that are more commensurate with the
new global reality, and in line with the Universal
Declaration of the World Health Organization,
which emphasises the provision of comprehensive
health services that positively impact the quality of
life for all.
The Ministry of Health aims, through its
upcoming strategy 2014 - 2016, to develop its
operating system. It has developed an ambitious
vision in line with the vision of the Government
of the United Arab Emirates 2021: “High quality
of life in a generous, sustainable environment”,
targeting the health sector of the UAE society.
Accordingly, the Ministry’s next vision
transpired: “Sustainable health for a society that
enjoys comprehensive healthcare and longevity”.
Its aim is to “promote the health of individuals and
society in the UAE by providing comprehensive
and excellent services in a healthy and sustainable
environment according to effective policies,
legislations, programmes and partnerships, locally
and internationally.”
His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Minister and
Ruler of Dubai, announced in the national agenda
that the Ministry of Health, in cooperation with all
health authorities in the country, was commissioned
to accredit private and government hospitals in the
country, according to clear international stanards,
in view of offering services and staff qualification,
as healthcare services are crucial and any nonaccredited establishments offering healthcare
services in the UAE would be shut down after 2012.
During its 12th extraordinary retreat, the Cabinet
approved a national health initiative aimed at
improving the healthcare sector in the UAE.
The initiative is a quantum leap for the Health

Ministry’s strategy, as such decisions and initiatives
address strategic aspects that represent an urgent
requirement for actual development in this vital
sector. They allow the Ministry to keep pace with
the knowledge revolution around the world in all
fields, including healthcare and the healthcare
related technologies, thus ensuring exceptional
outcomes and performance results that would be in
line with and conducive to the UAE 2021 vision.
The strategy must have been developed in
response to a set of significant challenges in the
healthcare sector. What are the main challenges?
The healthcare sector faces many challenges,
namely:
• The population growth and the need to commit
to providing high quality health services.
• Increased economic cost of healthcare services.
• Increased incidence rates of chronic diseases
(diabetes, cardiovascular disease, asthma,
cancer and mental and psychological illnesses).
• Prevention of deadly diseases.
• Increased economic burdens due to diseases.
• Keeping pace with technological developments
and taking advantage of innovations in
healthcare services.
• Keeping pace with the evolution of global
systems in the field of healthcare delivery.
• Providing and developing of a quality medical
and administrative workforce according to
healthcare requirements.
• Establishing the regulatory frameworks at the
national level to ensure the quality of health
services.
In the framework of efforts to develop healthcare
facilities and establishments and to guarantee
easy access thereto, what are the Ministry’s
recent steps? And what are the steps in store in
the foreseeable future?
The Ministry is keen to develop healthcare
services, by working on a number of largescale projects that include expanding healthcare
establishments, hospitals and medical centres
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to accommodate the increased demand in the
healthcare sector, in addition to providing qualified
medical staff and required medicines.
The Ministry has taken well-informed steps in
collaboration with the Ministry of Public Works.
Projects are reviewed according to statistical
data and indicators that take into consideration
population density. Easily accessible locations are
identified according to specified studies and criteria.
What about drug security and healthcare
security? How does the Ministry address these
issues?
The Ministry of Health is keen, always, to
achieve drug security, by providing all the required
medicines to patients within the state. In this
context, we have recently issued a ministerial
decision, approving the registration and pricing of
231 types of international, regional and local drugs,
as per the the recommendations of the Supreme
National Committee for the registration and pricing
of drugs. A total of 156 new drugs were introduced
for the treatment of many chronic diseases and other
diseases, particularly with regard to the treatment
of blood diseases, rheumatism, allergies, hormonal
imbalance, immunology, oncology, asthma,
cortisone, metabolic diseases, peptic ulcers, acidity,
and antibiotics vital.
In this regard, it is noteworthy to mention that
the pricing process is conducted in a transparent
and clear fashion, based on in-depth study and
declared rules, taking into account various
technical aspects, and based on compared prices in
neighboring countries. He emphasises that the goal
in the first place is to establish fair prices for drugs
taking into account patients and without harming
manufacturers, and thus establishing balance in the
drug market.
We issued a decision to mark down prices of 11
drugs by 1 to 56 per cent. The marked-down drug
list included various medicines for the treatment
of diseases of the blood, hormones, allergies,
and immunity. It should be noted that the United
Arab Emirates, represented by the Ministry of
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Health, has introduced a number of initiatives in
the past three years that resulted in a reduction
of prices of thousands of pharmaceutical drugs,
fllowing extensive study and coordination with
pharmaceutical companies.
As for health security, the Ministry of Health is
keen to follow up on everything that would raise
health and healthcare levels in the state. It began by
administering the rotavirus vaccine to treat severe
diarrhea among children, starting from the first of
May last. The Ministry was among the first to be
classified globally in this area.
The Ministry, in cooperation with specialised
global companies, seeks to offer latest
technologies, especially with regard to mobile
laboratories. How significant is this technology
and what are the expected outcomes of its
implementation in the UAE?
The Ministry seeks to provide quick laboratory
services to reduce patients’ waiting time in
emergency wards.
The Ministry is determined to constantly
improve its services, according to the latest global
technological advancements, by importing state-ofthe-art medical equipment that helps in enhancing
diagnostic services and keeping up with the
rapid advancement, particularly in the domain of
laboratories.
The Central Medical Laboratories Department
has requested a series of laboratory equipment
for Ministry labs in all the emirates. They include
37 complete blood count systems and 134 other
laboratory systems such as biological security
cabinets, ELSIA examination systems as well as
electronic microscopes, cell count equipment and
other support equipment.
How does the Ministry balance its efforts and
strategies between curative and preventive
medicine?
Coordination is ongoing between curative and
preventive medicine. Hospitals and care centres
report suspected cases and isolate and treat

emergencies.
confirmed cases.
A joint ministerial national committee was
Preventive
Medicine
Epidemiologically
formed in 2010, with members from medical
investigates cases and contacts and develops plans
authorities and entities in the country, namely the
to protect the community from diseases.
Ministry of Health, Health Authority – Abu Dhabi,
The Ministry of Health focuses on organising
Health Authority – Dubai, and the Armed Forces, in
national and regional conferences, which aim to
coordination with NCEMA, to review and develop
discuss ways to prevent infectious diseases and
the unified plan for the UAE’s strategic medical
others, as well as treatment methods, through the
stock.
exchange of the latest ideas, experience and studies
Conscious of the topic’s significance, the Ministry
related to health developments on the regional and
of Health established its own
international levels.
emergency, crisis and disaster
In this context, the Ministry
The main
operation centre on August 28,
of Health recently held the Arab
challenges facing
2012, which was tasked with
Conference for children’s health,
the
health
sector
are
coordinating and implementing
which lasted three days, during
population growth,
which a group of regional and
the government’s emergency
international experts and specialists
the need to adhere
management strategies, especially
discussed issues related to pediatric
providing and managing the
to the provision of
and neonatal medicine. The
strategic medical stock. A special
health services of
conference highlighted the issues
international quality, committee entitled the Higher
of nutrition, vaccines, infectious
Committee for the Strategic
and the increasing
diseases, gastrointestinal diseases,
Medical Stock was formed,
economic cost of
neurological
diseases,
organ
jointly with all the relevant
transplants, language disorders and health care services.
medical and government entities
autism.
and NCEMA and an executive
Children’s health is a high priority
technical committee was then established.
for the Ministry of Health, so we are working with
The committee held some 30 meetings to develop
the United Nations Children’s Fund “UNICEF”,
the national plan for the strategic medical stock and
to combat obesity in children, through specialised
the required mechanism to realise the objectives of
campaigns to increase awareness about healthy
the project.
lifestyles in government schools.
Such conferences constitute an ideal platform
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
to exchange experiences, opinions and ideas that
Vice President, Prime Minister, in his capacity
support the promising visions for the development
as the Ruler of Dubai, issued decree no. 11 of
of the health sector and improve the quality of life
2014 appointing you as chairman of the board
for our children.
of the Culture and Arts Authority in Dubai.
The Medical stock project is of strategic
What relation is there, in your opinion, between
importance to the UAE. What are the main
culture, arts and health?
points of the project, its axes and dimensions?
The relation between them is that each of
The wise leadership of the UAE was determined to
them seeks to realise the main objective of the
establish NCEMA, which is the main national entity
government of the UAE: the welfare of citizens
entrusted with setting of criteria and coordinating
and the provision of all services in all areas, health,
efforts related to emergency management as well
education and culture and according to the highest
as developing a unified national plan to respond to
standards of excellence.
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Confirming the UAE’s approach to provide an advanced legislative environment

The Federal National Council passesa law on
anti-money laundering (AML) and combating
the financing of terrorism
A national committee was formed perpetrators face harsher penalties
The Federal National Council passed the Federal Law No. (4) for the year 2002 regarding anti-money
laundering and combating the financing of terrorism.
The law was recently approved by the Council during the twelfth session of the regular round of the
fifteenth legislative term, to support updates to the process of fighting money-laundering and combating
sources of terrorism.
HE Sultan Bin Nasser Al Suwaidi, Governor
of the Central Bank, stressed the importance of
issuing this law, all the more important at this
specific time and remarked that there is control
over outgoing financial transfers aiming to choke
sources of funding for terrorism. When this occurs,
both the sender and the receiver are suspects by
tracking money movement. The involvement of
multiple senders in sending money to one specific
person with no notable link will trigger procedures
accordingly with the law. He added: “We have
been monitoring a number of suspected cases,
in the financing of dubious sources. They have
been reported to competent authorities to take the
necessary steps according to the law.”
He stressed that the draft law that was approved
is a confirmation of the state’s approach that aims
to provide an advanced legislative environment.
He highlighted the importance that all financial
institutions, exchange agencies and banks comply
with the requirements particularly the new
requirements, and with the law’s application.
He said “the issue dates back to the year 2000,
when concerns were raised over the United Arab
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Emirates becoming a hub for money-laundering as
the country didn’t have a law against these crimes,
thus leading to the issuance of this law.”
He explained that money laundering is not a
community-based phenomenon, but we strive to
provide protection and independence of the UAE
economy and find a protective shield through
legislation. He observed that there is an element
of discipline or a disciplinary unit within each
bank in the UAE, which specialises in ensuring
the application of the law on transfers. Should any

doubt arise, the bank’s unit will contact the Central
Bank’s anti-money laundering unit..
HE Obaid Humaid Al Tayer, Minister of State
for Financial Affairs, said “the issue is complex
and it is changing and evolving. Through regular
international meetings, members of the National
Anti-Money Laundering Committee are following
the subject and any new requirements by the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF). HE remarked
that the issue is not confined to the Central Bank
and Ministry of Finance, but it is linked to thirdparty security and executive entities and requires
coordination at a high level.
The draft law aims to support the process of
updating the system that is in place to fight money
laundering and combat the financing of terrorism
and adhere to international standards, through
meeting FATF requirements and recommendations
and applying global best practices.
Financing of Terrorism 
The Council also agreed on defining financing
of terrorism: “Providing, collecting, securing or
transferring money by any means, directly or
indirectly, to any association, body, organisation,
centre, group, gang or any persons falling under the
provisions of articles (3), (4), (12) and (13), of the
Decree under Federal Law No. (1) for the year 2004
regarding terrorist crimes, whether these funds are
from legitimate or illegitimate sources and whether
these funds have been used as a whole, in part,
in the terrorist act, or not used at all, and whether
terrorist acts have occurred or not”.
 According to the draft law, is deemed guilty
of an offense of money laundering every person
who has previous knowledge that the money was
acquired through a felony or a misdemeanour,
and intentionally committed one of the following
acts: transfer, deposit, save, invest or replace the
proceeds, or manage them with an intent to conceal
or disguise the illegitimacy of the source and

concealed or hid the truth about the proceeds or
their source, or place, or method of disposition, or
movement, or related rights or ownership, and has
earned or won, or used the proceeds.
He said the draft law considers money laundering
an independent offense and the punishment of the
perpetrator for the principal crime will not occur
without punishing him/her for the crime of money
laundering and conviction of a crime is not a
requirement to prove that the source of the proceeds
is illegal.
According to the bill and without prejudice to the
provisions of Article (4) of this Law, a criminal case
cannot be filed against the perpetrator of one of the
crimes stipulated in this law, except by the Attorney
General and competent authorities to maintain
security, at the request of Attorney General, or the
competent court, to provide protection for witnesses,
or suspects in crimes of money laundering,
financing of terrorism and the financing of illegal
organisations, as needed, or if there was fear for
their lives, through applicable means. Decisions
on freezing or precautionary freezing of funds with
financial institutions can only be implemented by
the Central Bank.
Financial Information Unit
According to the draft law, the Central Bank
will establish the “Financial Information Unit” to
counter money laundering and suspicious cases.
Suspicious transaction reports from all financial
institutions, and other related financial, commercial
and economic institutions, shall be sent to the unit.
The unit will specify a sample report for suspicious
transactions and ways of raising the report.
The unit shall create a database or a special
register that contains all available information,
to be updated periodically, and keep available
information at the disposal of law enforcement
agencies, in order to facilitate investigations
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carried out. The unit will exchange information
and reports of suspicious cases with similar units
in other countries, accordingly with international
conventions to which the UAE is a party, or on
condition of reciprocity. Such information shall
only be used for anti-money laundering purposes
or to combat the financing of terrorism, or funding
of illegal organisations. Law enforcement agencies
shall follow up on communications that it receives
in relation to suspicious transactions, or derived
from crime and collect related evidence.

criminalisation of money laundering under the
following numbers: 5 (bis), 12 (bis), 19 (bis).

The draft law stipulates that the Financial
Information Unit (FIU) shall study the cases
reported to it and inform the attorney general to
take action. The attorney general will ask for the
opinion of the Financial Information Unit about
incoming reports he receives directly that are
linked to cases of money laundering, financing of
terrorism and illegal organisations. The FIU can
request additional information about suspicious
transaction reports from all financial, commercial
and economic institutions and from authorities
competent in implementing the law.

The draft law stipulates that if funds and revenues
set forth in item (1) of this Article were partly or
wholly converted to other property, the funds used
to convert or exchange will be confiscated and
if mixed with funds from money laundering or
terrorist financing or funding illegal organisations
and property that was legitimately acquired, such
funds will be confiscated accordingly with their
estimated value.

In this context, the FNC introduced an item that
confirms that the FIU may request information,
data or reports from any non-profit association
or organisation, which activities are centred
around raising, receiving or granting in case
it is suspected of money laundering, financing
terrorism and financing of illegal organisations, or
if reports and information are received about these
organisations or associations.
By-Laws
According to the law, the Cabinet will issue
by-laws within a period that does not exceed six
months of the date of entry of this law into force,
upon proposal from the minister. According to the
draft law, 3 new articles will be added to Federal
Law No. (4) for the year 2002 concerning the
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According to Article 5 bis, if the occurrence of
a crime of money laundering or terrorist financing
or funding illegal organisations is proven, the
following will be confiscated: Funds and revenues
resulting from the crime of money laundering or
terrorist financing or financing illegal organisations
or property that is equivalent in value, in addition to
property or equipment or tools or means that have
been used or were intended to be used.

Article “12 bis” stipulated the following:
“Financial institutions shall commit to regulations
and instructions to address money laundering
and combat the financing of terrorism and the
financing of illegal organisations as issued by
the Central Bank. Financial, commercial and
economic regulations against money-laundering
and the financing of terrorism and funding illegal
organisations as issued by supervisory bodies.”
Article 19 bis stipulates the following: The
sanctions prescribed in the law are without prejudice
to tougher sanctions stipulated in any other law, and
in all cases any foreigner who has been convicted
of one of the crimes stipulated in this law shall be
deported.
According to the amendments to the draft law,
all entities must commit to the confidentiality of
information obtained relating to the treatment of a
suspect or the crimes stipulated in this law. They
must not divulge such information except to the

extent necessary for use during investigations or
court proceedings or for cases related to violating
the provisions of this law.
Formation of a national committee
According to the law, the Minister of Finance
will form a committee chaired by the Governor of
the Central Bank, concerned with addressing money
laundering in the country, called the “National
Committee for Combating Money Laundering and
Financing of Terrorism”. It will comprise one or
more representatives from the following agencies,
based on their nomination: the Central Bank, and
the Ministries of Interior, Foreign Affairs, Justice,
Finance, Economy and Social Affairs, and the
Federal Customs Authority, the National Security
Agency and authorities in charge of issuing
commercial and industrial licenses. The Chairman
of the Committee may nominate any other entity. 
The Committee shall propose regulations,

procedures and policies to address money
laundering and combat the financing of terrorism
and the financing of illegal organisations in
the country and to facilitate the exchange of
information and coordination between the entities
represented therein. The Council introduced three
items in the article on the terms of reference
of the Committee: representing the country in
international forums related to addressing money
laundering and proposing regulations for the work
of the Commission, and any other matters referred
to it by the competent authorities in the country.
Severe sanctions
 hile discussing the law, the Emirati legislator
W
was intent on imposing tougher sanctions on
perpetrators or participants in one of the offenses
set forth in the law, including imprisonment and/
or fines.

Carried out by NCEMA in cooperation with the “MoI”

An evacuation drill of company buildings
In Mussafah and Al Falah in Abu Dhabi
In the context of strategies to develop the readiness of the various sectors in the country, and
raise the level of preparation to face all types of emergency situations, and indicate how to deal with
such emergencies, the National Emergency, Crisis and Disasters Management Authority conducted an
evacuation drill in several buildings in Mussaffah and Al Falah areas, in Abu Dhabi, in cooperation
and coordination with the Ministry of Interior and a number of competent authorities.
According to the scenario of the drill, which was carried out over two days, residents and workers
in the targeted buildings were evacuated, as sites and roads were secured to ensure smooth access for
rescue vehicles, ambulances, civil defence vehicles and other competent authorities, whilst shelters
were provided for residents.
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To ensure the security of school transport in the coming academic year

Saif bin Zayed: Implementation of an
integrated system operated via satellites and
the Ministry of Interior

Lieutenant General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of
Interior, revealed the launching of an integrated
system for school transport, which links school
buses to satellites and operation centres at the
Ministry. He reiterated the Ministry’s plans
to launch a system to follow up on fog levels
on external roads and to provide an electronic
warning system that determines the updated
speeds on those roads, linked to radar systems.
HH noted that the new system will be
implemented in Abu Dhabi schools next year,
and will be implemented at all UAE schools in
the next phase. The new system includes special
specifications for school buses, aimed at ensuring
safety and security, as well as a tracking and
monitoring system, via a smart system installed
in buses and equipped with cameras and systems
to monitor speed and accidents. Students will be
required to have an electronic cards with them at
all times, to be used when boarding the school bus.
School bus drivers would also be subject to biannual performance assessments.
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HH confirmed that the new system would be
regulated in cooperation with various specialised
government authorities in order to ensure the
highest standards of safety and security on board
school buses.
During the 13th meeting of the third round of
the 15th legislative session of the Federal National
Council, HH observed that the Ministry is prepared
to implement the school transport system, on an
experimental basis, during the coming year. He
added that the initiative would be instrumental
in putting an end to school transport issues and
problems.
He confirmed the integrated system would
be linked to satellites on one hand, and Interior
Ministry’s operations centres on the other hand,
which allows for live feed via video cameras of
the details of transportation of students between
homes and schools, while at the same time allowing
parents to follow up on the transportation of their
children in real time.
The Interior Ministry revealed that fog sensors
would be installed soon on main roads across the
UAE. The new system would be integrated with
central operations centres. It sends out guidance and
awareness information to road users via electronic
panels on external roads to indicate fog levels.
The Ministry confirmed that speed limits would
be automatically updated in accordance with fog
levels. The new, updated speed levels would be set
in speed radars and road users would be informed
of any changes via social media platforms and
smart devices.

Project to connect state installations to a central control at the Civil Defence

Al Shaafar: looking into charging facilities with
part of the cost of firefighting in cases of negligence
Lieutenant General Saif Abdullah Al Shafar, Undersecretary of the Interior Ministry, said the ministry,
under the directives by HH Lt. General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Interior, is proceeding with a project to link the various state establishments to a central
control room in the General Directorate of Civil Defence, via an alarm system that is activated whenever
a fire breaks at any of these establishments.
He added that the process will be completed
soon, which will greatly help to speed the response
to accidents and to address them more efficiently,
and to mitigate their effects.
During a recent inspection visit to the headquarters
of the General Directorate of Civil Defence in
Sharjah, Lt. Gen. Al Shaafar said the ministry was
considering the possibility to charge companies and
entities that experience fire incidents with a part or
a proportion of the financial costs of the firefighting
process, in cases where negligence by the owners
in the application of safety and security measures
an be proven... He pointed out that many systems
and departments worldwide that charge part of the
material costs of the fires, on affected companies or
their insurance providers.
He added that firefighting operations are
very costly in view of the human resources and
mechanisms they require, in addition to costs of
substances used such as special foam, water and
other materials, which are borne by the government.
He hinted at the possibility of implementing the new
decisions on defaulting and neglectful companies
and entities in terms of safety and security measures,
and upon approval by the concerned authorities.
He said firefighters in all departments of Civil
Defence in the state have acquired experience and
great skills in fire fighting and control, and in the

speed of response, which reached grades standards,
but the Interior Ministry is seeking, according to its
strategy for the year 2021, to reduce the response
time to four minutes. He stressed that the firefighters
are now experts in the “art of fire management” as
a result of continuous training, qualification and
practice.
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World Health Organization (WHO) announced that the virus belongs to the coronavirus family, which belongs to the
virus, “SARS”. However the new virus method of transmission is not known yet. The Ministry of Health (MOH), Health
Authority - Abu Dhabi (HAAD) and Dubai Health Authority (DHA) in collaboration with the WHO and international
experts are working closely together to deal with the virus.

1
Fever

2
Coughing

3
Shortness of breath

Recent studies have found signs that the
Coronavirus strains in some of the camel samples
genetically match the strain that causes the disease
in humans. However, until now, there’s no evidence
that the virus can be transmitted from camels to
humans. More research is required to identify how
humans are infected and sources of infection.

What are the ways of
infection ?
Based on the limited information available so far, there
is no evidence regarding the mode of transmission of
the virus from one person to another,

Treatment for MERS-CoV
Treatment is largely supportive and should be based
on the patient’s clinical condition. From previous
asymptomatic cases. Individuals tend to clear the
virus themselves within 10 - 14 days, but are kept in
isolation in hospital during this time.

by air, through Coughing and Sneezing.

Touching contaminated objects or
surfaces then touching your mouth,
nose, or eyes.
Close personal contact with a positive
Mers-CoV patient

To entrench concepts of belonging, loyalty,
public safety and volunteerism in the Emirati community

The “Temporary School Book Committee”
Launches the National Identity Promotion
Programme “TAAZEEZ”
For lasting fortitude, for a nation proud of its
citizens, for citizens proud of their belonging and
for a sound community, HH Sheikh Hazza bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, National Security Advisor and
Chairman of the Emirates Identity Authority, has
instructed the Interim Committee for Textbooks
to develop a project to promote UAE national
identity, which aims to deeply entrench the pillars
of the Emirati community and ensure its cohesion
and strength in the face of any challenges, thus
ensuring the continuity of development and
prosperity.
Aim of the Project
The aim of the new project, as defined by the
committee, is to “undertake all kinds of initiatives,
implement leading programmes and using all
available capabilities in order to promote national
identity by promoting values of affiliation and
loyalty to the homeland and its wise leadership,
by safeguarding public safety and spreading the
culture of volunteerism.”
Main pillar and safety valve
The rhetoric about the need and the means
to instil and entrench national identity among
populations is as old as politics. With the sharp rise
and aggravation of conflicts of interest, policies
and ideas, countries and peoples are increasingly
required to work hard to preserve their identity and
to ensure its continuity and its ability to keep up
with the development process.

Committee tasks
The decision to form the Interim Committee for
Textbooks came to be a cornerstone for the efforts
to transform the identity promotion project and
its programme, into reality. Upon the decision of
HH Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan, National
Security Advisor, it was formed, headed by a
representative of the Council, and it holds the
membership of representatives from each of the
Ministries of Education, Interior and Health as
well as NCEMA.
The main tasks of this committee are as follows:
1. Raising students on patriotism, by instilling the
concept of affiliation to the State by deepening
their knowledge of history of the UAE,
the legacy of its people, its march towards
development, its constitutional institutions and
landmarks, and its location and its role on the
world political map.
2. Instilling a culture of safety in the minds of
students, and make them aware of how to
prevent hazards, and proper handling of hazards
as they happen, and ways to control them and
recover from their effects.
3. Developing awareness among the students
and a sense of shared responsibility within the
community, and raising them to love hard work
and encouraging them to participate in volunteer
work by introducing them to the national
volunteering programme “Volunteering is a
National Duty”.
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Realising
the
importance of national
identity, which is an
essential pillar and
a safety valve, the
Interim Committee for
Textbooks has taken
upon itself to develop
and
implement
a series of plans,
programmes
and
initiatives directed at
the community and its
various components, using all available means and
capabilities to develop a generation of citizens
proud to belong to this nation. The aim is to reach
a generation that wants to hold on to its roots and
history and who is looking forward to continue to
development process, making use of all the support
that the homeland and the wise leadership have
provided for them.
In view of the open horizons that were brought
about with the considerable advancement in
media and communication and related technology,
governments and public associations and
institutions are dealing with added responsibilities.
They are entrusted with the dual task of defence, on
one hand, to battle erroneous ideas that have been
increasingly invading homes and threatening to tear
away at our social fabric, and on the other hand,
facilitating the spread of a constructive culture and
responsible awareness.
A significant cog in the immunisation process
The success of the process to immunise
communities is contingent on the nature of the role
that governments and communities are required to
fulfil. It is a continuous role that doesn’t stop or
brake, and it must cover all directions and venues in
a way that ensures conscious upholding of genuine
values and heritage.
Hence, the identity promotion programme
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constitutes
an
important cog in the
immunisation process.
It mainly addresses the
largest segment of the
Emirati community,
which
includes
students at all, levels,
to
contribute
to
entrenching the values
of affiliation, loyalty,
public safety and
volunteerism.
The programme entails a synergy between
the various components of the Emirati society
to promote national identity by promoting real
affiliation and loyalty to the homeland and to the
wise leadership, and by striving to protect public
safety and instilling the value of volunteerism
amongst members of the community in order
to ensure the continuity of the UAE as a united,
impregnable, safe, stable and prosperous nation that
has forged an important place for itself on the world
map.
Accomplishments underway…
Since its formation, the Interim Committee for
textbooks completed of a series of steps, which Dr
Mohammed Ali Amir Al Shiryani, Chairman of the
Committee outlined for “Taware’e wa Azamat” as
follows:
1. Completion of the first phase of the project
through the introduction of graphics and
promotional activities for the three main axes:
(a culture of loyalty and affiliation, a culture
of public safety, a culture of volunteerism), in
textbooks for the first cycle of primary education
(from Grade 1 to 5) and the second cycle (sixth
grade).
2. Preparing a questionnaire measuring the reactions
of parents and teachers, about the success of
the project (Phase I), under the supervision

of the Emirates Center for Strategic Studies
and Research and the Ministry of Education.
The questionnaire showed positive results that
His Highness the National Security Advisor
issued directives to build on and to move to
implementing the programme at the advanced
age category levels.
3. Completing the second phase of the project,
through the introduction of graphics and
promotional activities in textbooks for the
second cycle (from the seventh grade to ninth).
Work is under way to design a questionnaire
that measures the reactions at this stage as it is
applied in textbooks at the beginning of the new
academic year 2012/2013 along the lines of the
first phase.
4. Preparing a survey directed to parents, students
and teachers, in the second cycle, about how
important it is to use the inner covers of textbooks
to promote the concepts of national belonging,
loyalty, public safety, and volunteering.
5. Completing the third phase of the project through
the introduction of graphics and promotional
activities in textbooks for the third cycle (from
tenth grade to twelfth), pending approval by the
National Security Advisor ahead of printing.
6. At the beginning of the current academic
year 2013/2014, a survey was prepared, in
collaboration with the Ministry of the Interior,
addressed to parents, students, and teachers in
the third cycle about the importance of using the
inner covers of textbooks in promoting national
identity.
7. The timeline plan for the next phase was
developed, after the approval of His Excellency
the Secretary General of the Supreme Council
for National Security, to complete the textbook
covers project in the next year for the rest of
the subjects that have not been addressed in the
previous stages.
Speaking about the future steps planned for the
Interim Committee for Textbooks, Al Shiryani

added that the committee has set up a media plan,
which is in the process of being translated on the
ground, and the plan includes the following:
1. Preparing a handbook on the draft definitions
of the project to promote national identity and
related concepts of national identity: addresses
the merits of the project, its details and its
objectives, and the structural organisation of
the Interim Committee for textbooks, as well
as it powers and functions. It also deals with
an explanation of the meaning and concepts of
national identity, belonging and loyalty, public
safety and volunteering.
2. Designing posters bearing awareness drawings
and messages about the concepts mentioned
above.
3. Preparing printable designs to be included in
school stationery.

Objectives of the Project
Six objectives were set out for the project.
They are:
• Raising awareness, by any means possible,
about the importance of preserving national
identity.
• Entrenching values of affiliation and
promoting loyalty to the homeland and to the
wise leadership.
• Strengthening the concept of safeguarding
individual and public safety.
• Strengthening
social
bonds
between
individuals and communities.
• Continuing to sow the seeds of mutual trust,
solidarity and tolerance within the community.
• Spreading the culture of volunteerism at all
levels at the service of the homeland, in its
internal and external endeavours.
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He confirmed the government’s keenness to ensure the security of citizens and residents

Hazza bin Zayed: a nation’s people
can’t aspire to progress without identity,
belonging and allegiance
HH Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan, National Security Advisor and Deputy Chairman of the
Executive Council of Abu Dhabi Emirate confirmed that a nation’s citizens can’t aspire to progress
irrespective of their identity, belonging and allegiance.
HH focused on terrorism as a global threat that requires concerted efforts to be addressed and stopped.
Terrorism sabotages development and distorts achievements. It targets peaceful living and threatens
safety and security, and it causes seditions and instability. Terrorism contradicts the core teachings of
Islam, a religion based on tolerance, kindness and coexistence.
HH went on to say… “Thanks to the UAE
government’s wise policies and just laws, the
terrorists and their agendas were thwarted]…
He commended citizen’s awareness to suspect
schemes and their resistance to destructive ideas
that aim to undermine their security, stability and
achievements.
Safety and security: pillars of development and
stability
In an interview for the UAE Joint Command and
Staff College magazine, HH Sheikh Hazza said
the UAE “has drawn a clear and defined approach
in this domain. Safety and security are pillars
of development and stability in the UAE. Our
country couldn’t have experienced the accelerated
development we have witnessed in the last few
decades if it weren’t for a clear vision that gives
the utmost priority to the security of citizens and
residents and which protects such safety and
security against any breach from any entity under
any circumstances.”
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He confirmed the UAE’s keenness to continuous
development as the government doesn’t rest on
its laurels and seeks to adopt the best practices
available while, at the same time, it keeps abreast
of any developments in this field worldwide.

Keen on our commitment to lend a helping hand
to brethren and friends
HH the National Security Advisor stressed the
UAE leadership’s determination to lend a helping
hand to every sisterly or friendly state. This is due
to the UAE’s humanitarian involvement and to its
efforts to maintain the best relationships with the
rest of the world. He said: “Everyone is aware of
the leadership role that the UAE Armed Forces are
undertaking in peacekeeping operations around
the world. These fall under the UAE’s cooperation
agreements with international and regional
organisations, namely the UN, the Arab League and
the GCC. In all cases, the UAE Armed Forces are
eager to benefit from their multiple participations in
peacekeeping operations worldwide. Working with
sisterly and friendly nations, we are acquiring the
necessary expertise and honing our field skills to
enable us to perform at a professional level and to
honour the UAE in all fields or tasks. Such missions
are earning our country an ever-growing respect on
the international scene, which we can feel during
our meetings with officials from all over the world.”
United Arab Emirates, a state of law
His Highness went on to add: “The UAE is first
and foremost a state of law. The country’s leadership
ensures that all of its decisions and undertakings are
in line with the laws of the land. And in this regard,
although the UAE laws guarantee the freedom of
speech and expression, they do however sanction
the abuse of all types of media to spread rumours
and lies or to distort facts. Words can at times have
harmful effects to national cohesion and stability.
Hence, it is necessary to use the media wisely and in
a way that doesn’t harm the interests of individuals
and citizens. In no case should the media be used as
platforms to abuse religious or national symbols or

relations with sisterly and friendly nations.”
A nation’s people can’t aspire to progress
irrespective of their identity, belonging and
allegiance
His Highness observed that a nation’s people
couldn’t possibly aspire to development and
progress without strong attachment of their identity
and their belonging and loyalty to their homeland.
The many changes, including the rapid progress that
the UAE has experienced, proved that the people of
the UAE are intent on preserving their values and
traditions and they are guided by their identity in all
of their undertakings.

He stressed the importance of preserving
national identity, to which the UAE leadership
is developing practical measures, programmes
and initiatives. The significant harmony that
exists between the UAE youth, their national
identity and their cultural heritage on one
hand, and the requirements of modernity
on the other hand, reflects the considerable
success that national policies have been able
to achieve in this area. However, this doesn’t
mean that we can relent or rest on our laurels.
On the contrary, we must constantly strive to
further promote our national identity, which
is the real guarantee for the UAE against all
challenges. The recent decision to introduce
mandatory national service for UAE nationals
is part of those measures. The decision was
largely welcomed by Emirati youth, proving a
heightened and unique sense of belonging and
strong devotion to their identity and homeland.
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He honoured 20 trainees in management of private sector food establishments in
times of crises

Al Rumaithi: training in crisis management
is a strategic choice
HE Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al
Rumaithi, Deputy General Commander of Abu
Dhabi Police, Head of the local Emergency and
Crisis Management team, saw this training as a
strategic option for any entity looking to develop
qualified human resources that are capable of
meeting work requirements and keeping pace with
rapid developments and changes in the field. He
stressed that training in managing and operating
private food establishments during crises is a
matter of particular importance as it is a national
duty that enables the government to take rapid
action and find radical solutions to crises-related
problems.
During the honouring ceremony of 20 trainees in
management and operation of private-sector food
establishments involved in managing and supplying
strategic reserves during crises, in the presence of public
and private sector representatives from the food industry,
he said: “We all owe our country’s achievement to its
wise leadership and therefore, each of us has a role to
play in protecting these accomplishments and defending
them against any threat”.
He stressed that “this initiative is a good opportunity to
build on capabilities that are necessary to face any foodrelated crises, whereas training our national resources
and building an experienced team in the management
of food establishments will allow us to act quickly and
efficiently.”
Addressing the trainees, Al Rumaithi added: “we
are aware of the importance of the experience you’ve
acquired and that will benefit our country. Through you,
I urge everyone capable of contributing in this field to
join the upcoming training programmes as a national
duty before it turns into a professional requirement.”
HE Khalifa Al Ali, Managing Director of the Food
Security Centre in Abu Dhabi (FSCAD), recounted the
Centre’s history since its inception in the year 2010,
adding that the UAE’s wise leadership was already
applying the concept of food security before the centre’s
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establishment in view of ensuring food security for all
citizens and residents in all circumstances, including
emergency situations.
He added that “a food safety strategy was elaborated
and it is not restricted to the Abu Dhabi Emirate, but
extends to all the other Emirates, based on intertwining
elements that enhance the chances of success in
international trade, foreign investment and enhance
locally grown produce to secure future food supplies”.
He explained that the role of the Food Security Centre
grew in importance as it supervises the establishment and
management of strategic stocks of basic commodities,
in cooperation with the private sector, and develops
contingency plans for emergencies and crises in
cooperation with competent authorities.
Al Ali praised the trainees’ commitment to the
training, as their experience is an asset for the future,
adding that the Centre will continue to organise such
training programmes and will work in every way to
encourage young Emirati nationals to participate.
He also praised the role of the private sector, which
provided training opportunities for its nationals in its
establishments, stressing that the cooperation shown
by these establishments reflects the depth of national
responsibility and the robust partnership that exists
between the public and private sectors.

UAE named world’s largest foreign aid donor in 2013

Mohd Bin Rashid: UAE is the
humanitarian capital of the world Giving is
a gift we have inherited from Zayed… and
Khalifa is now its knight
The United Arab Emirates ranked first in the world as the largest donor of official development assistance
compared to the gross national income in 2013, thereby achieving the historic leap in the granting of
foreign aid, up from 19th position in 2012 to 1st position in 2013, according to a press release by the
Development Assistance Committee at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD).
HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler of Dubai,
opined that the statement issued by the Paris-based organisation on donor countries in 2013 highlights
that the United Arab Emirates is the humanitarian capital of the world today.

HH added in a Tweet on Twitter that “official
foreign aid has increased by 375 per cent in 2013
from 2012. Our global ranking has jumped from
19th in year 2012 to the first in granting foreign aid
in 2013”.
HH noted that “Giving is a gift we have inherited
from our founding father late Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan Al Nahyan - may God rest his soul - HH

Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE and his brothers their Highnesses members
of the Supreme Council and rulers of the Emirates,
in addition to the Emirati people who have not
hesitated in supporting the needy everywhere”.
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Ruler’s
representative in the Western region Chairman of
the UAE Red Crescent Authority, stressed that the
UAE ranked first globally, thanks to the guidance
of the wise leadership. He added that the UAE has
achieved a historic leap in foreign aid grants.
He said this top position amongst major donor
countries is the natural consequence of the seeds
sown by Zayed - who devoted his life to serving
the needy anywhere in the world and always called
for the consolidation of the principles of friendship
and cooperation among Nations and peoples and
the strengthening of foundations of peace and
coexistence among human beings, such is the same
path chosen by the UAE’s wise leadership.
He added “the UAE will continue to provide
humanitarian aid and charity in all parts of the world
and that is the message they wish to convey to the
whole world as messengers of love and peace”.
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HH Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
of Presidential Affairs, opined
that UAE’s nomination as the
largest humanitarian aid donor
is a historic achievement that
embodies the vision of the
leadership, and expresses
the values of solidarity and
compassion that distinguish
the country and its citizens,
as it sends a strong message
to the world that the human values which should
prevail in the relations between States and that
standing by siblings and friends in times of crisis
and distress is the way towards nurturing global
peace and stability.
A precedent and a historical achievement
According to preliminary data released recently
by the Development Assistance Committee (DAC)
at the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), the UAE has achieved a
historic breakthrough and established a global
precedent, which highlights that under wise
leadership, it maintains an approach based on
supporting those in need and providing a decent life
for the vulnerable and incapacitated.
HH voiced his most sincere congratulations to
the UAE leadership “for such accomplishment,
recognition and appreciation from the whole world,
in its endeavour to uphold the values and practices
of humanitarianism and its conviction, since the
Union’s establishment, that it shall not forego its
leadership’s approach and vision”.
The largest development assistance
The Development Assistance Committee recently
announced that, according to the preliminary data of
States that provided official development assistance
throughout 2013, the UAE ranked first globally, as
the largest donor of official development aid, with
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such assistance reaching over five
billion dollars (USD 5.2 billion) in
2013.
In its release, the Committee added
that the UAE donated the largest
proportion of official development
assistance in 2013, which has
increased by 375 per cent, noting
that this data is preliminary, pending
the receipt of other detailed data on
official development assistance from
other members of the Committee.
HE Sheikha Lubna bint Khalid Al Qassimi,
Minister of Development and International
Cooperation said that “the UAE’s leading position
as a foreign aid donor was not a mere coincidence,
but the result of good leadership and the product
of strategic planning for the best ways to allocate
funds and optimise UAE foreign aid, to better serve
the people of unprivileged countries and help them
achieve the Millennium Development Goals “.
She added “the UAE, under the guidance of
wise leadership, continues to work alongside
partner international donors to promote sustainable
development in third world countries and fight
against poverty”.
HE Dr. Anwar Mohammed Gargash, Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs, Minister of State for
Federal National Council Affairs, stressed that “the
UAE’s leading position on the humanitarian aid
map is a true expression of the values of our society
and our country, as it reflects the wisdom and
humanity of its leadership.” He wrote in a Tweet
on Twitter that “the UAE’s leading humanitarian
ranking comes in the context of the holistic vision
that we seek to strengthen. Alongside internal
development, we strive to communicate positively
with the world”. He concluded that “we must enjoy
the moment through which we value the UAE. We
are proud to belong to this land and understand
that we carry the responsibility to go forward in
developing this heritage”.

“OIC” commends the UAE’s role in
providing humanitarian support to victims
of crises worldwide
The Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation “OIC”, commended
the honourable efforts of the UAE
in supporting humanitarian response
capabilities worldwide, and mainly in
Islamic countries and communities,
contributing to its ranking as the
leading donor of official development
assistance grants compared to its
national income.
This was during a meeting held
at the Ministry of Development and
International Cooperation in Abu
Dhabi between HE Sheikha Lubna
bint Khaled Al Qassimi, Minister
of Development and International
Cooperation and HE Atta Al Manan
Bakhit, Assistant Secretary General
for Humanitarian Affairs at the OIC.
Their Excellencies discussed ways to
enhance collaboration between the UAE and the OIC
and to support humanitarian response mechanisms
in cases of crises and disasters throughout the world,
especially in Islamic countries.
Mr Bakhit confirmed the OIC’s keenness to
strengthen the channels and mechanisms of joint
cooperation with the UAE and its humanitarian
institutions.
During the meeting, the two sides sought to
identify the various areas and fields that allow for
joint cooperation, partnership, exchange of expertise,
coordination of visions, and organisation of joint
workshops.
HE Sheikha Lubna Al Qassimi reiterated the UAE’s
commitment to strengthening humanitarian response
capabilities in crises and disasters worldwide, namely
in Islamic countries, as per the philosophy and the
vision of its wise leadership led by HH Sheikh Khalifa
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the President of the UAE, and
his brother HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President, Prime Minister and Ruler
of Dubai.

HE highlighted the prominent role of Emirati
humanitarian institutions in providing effective
assistance and humanitarian aid for people impacted
by humanitarian crises and disasters. She reviewed
the UAE’s efforts in offering all types of humanitarian
support to crisis victims in Islamic countries, namely
Syrian refugees, aimed at providing their basic living
needs and alleviating their hardships.
HE Sheikha Lubna spoke about the president’s
recent directives to provide polio vaccination to
3.6 million Pakistani children, in addition to other
humanitarian projects in a number of Islamic
countries.
HE went on to shed light on a series of
development projects and aid aimed at bolstering
the capabilities of developing Islamic countries and
other underprivileged communities to allow them to
move forward especially in areas of infrastructure,
education, health and job opportunities.
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